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Who dy'd June 2.2. 1714. in the 52d 


| 0 ollefted o out + of his own Paper 4 7 | [ 


Light, and we were willing for a Sean A 7 ; 


| pn M. LAwRENCE, at the Angel 1 N I 
Poultry ; „ EM AN. MArrkzws, at the Bible 


Bible and Three Crowns in Cheapfide,, — . 


Mapan, 


T is not to renew your Grief, that I dedicate 


need no Remembrancer of that excellent Perſon, 
fe Life while it laſted was the great Bleſſing of 


ny Mercies that are ſtill continued to you. © 

am willing to hope, what you find here re- 
led will ſomewhat alleviate your Sorrows : 
re is a kind of ſolemn awful Pleaſure in books. 


t have fought the good Fight and finiſh'd well; 
it is with the greater Satisfaction that I h. 


the moſt competent Witneſs and Judge © & 


* Strangers 
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to you theſe Memoirs of Mr. HENRY Lie 
and of the End of his Converſation : I know _ | 


rs, and whoſe Death has made ſuch deep Im. 
lions upon your Spirit, as*T fear break in te Rees. 
ch upon the Comfort you ought to take in tbe 


back upon our godly Relations and Friends 


this Narrative to your Hands, 79 1 1 
h of what is herein related; and thong 
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and of his Trials and Afflictious, in his Fami 
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| the interior Part of this living Temple, that 
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Strangers it may appear extravagant and incredi. 
ble, yet to you it will be very evident, not ene ha 

has been told of Mr. Henkr's exemplary Piety, and 
unwearied Diligence. 
I will ask no one's Pardon for tranſcribing | 
much of Mr. Henry's own Papers It was in 
Reſolution, when at your Defire I had undertak: 
the Task, to make it as much his own aud as litt 
mine as poſſible. I have been careful, from Mt 
zerials of his own colletting and treaſuring up, 
give the World a plain and undiſguiſed View | 
this worthy Man in every Relation and Paſſage | 
Life; to repreſent bim faithfully to all in hi 
Childhood and in his Youth, in his Improvemen 
and in his Labours, in the midſt of his Comfer 
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and in the Church of God ; and I have even 
towed him into his ſecret Retirements, and havi 
diſcovered there the moſt vital and beautiful Al 
angs of the Power of Godlineſs, I thought it 

Duty to draw afide the Vail, and ſhew the N 


truly ſacred to God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
In reciting fo much out of his Papers about | 
Ordination of Miniſters in Lancaſhire and C 
ſhire, their frequent Meetings and the Chara 
he gives them both living and dying, I was « 
vous to pay my own Tribute of Reſpect to then 
well as his; and 1 hope I have not done au 
Azaptable thing to thoſe that ſurvive, in pus 
them in mind of their Manner of entring into 
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yal Miniſtiy, and the delightful Converſation they 

and have had one with another, and with many © 
their Brethren that now reſt from their La- 

7M, (ER FFT. ccc 

in 1 cannot expect this ſhould bs e ually pleafing 

take thoſe that live in other Parts of the Nation; 

lit: they will pardon me that I have indulged fo 
e to my Affection for my intimate Friends » 
ip, d early Acquaintance. I was much pleaſed with 
ew t Account holy Mr. William Bagſhaw publiſhd ! 
age he eminent Miniſters and Chriſtians that lrued * . [ 
in i: his Time in aud near the Peak of Derbyſhire, 'J 


hich he ſtiles De Spiritualibus Pecci Many 
genious Men have given us the Natural Hiſtory 
ſeveral Parts of England, with their Antiqui* 
es; I have often wiſhed that ſome who have a 
lead and Heart for it, would give us the Spiri- 
al Hiſtory of the Places where they live; and if 


it is were done with Care and Diſcretion, I doubt 
Wu: but (as degenerate a People as we are) it would :; {| 
at ufer with good Acceptance, and might be of great 


3 


dvuantage. i 
ben I reſolved to infert ſo much of Mr. © = | 
ENRY S Relative and Family Religion, and ts 
ſo particular in mentioning all the Branches of 
e Family both direct and collateral, I had a 
efire to offer ſomething to you and to all his Res 
tions, that might le of conſtant Uſe and Help to 
, and to thoſe that ſhall come after you ; an! 
this e ee J leave it now with jon, 
4 folow it with my Prayers, That if any H. 
, A233 -—_ 


= - DrpDIcarion 

wor ſpall be done hereby to Mr. HENRY Mem 
ry. the ſupreme Glory may redound to that great 
God, of whom, and through whom, and to who 
are all Things; to Him I recommend you and 
J0urs, as becomes, | | 


MADAM, 


© Your Obliged and Faithful 
Friend and Servant, 
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IIR. Matthew Henry was born on the 18th: 
of Oclober, 1662, at Broad Oak, in the 
Town of Iſcoid in Flintſhire, within the 
Pariſh of Malpas, which is in Cheſbire,. 
= Oy Z the Boundaries of the Pariſh not confor-. 
x TO 3, ming themſelves to thoſe of the Coun- 
ASS E 0 
— = 2 ty, of which there are many other in.. 
* to be Stwen; 5 and it is the leſs to be wondred at. 
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200 here, becauſe Flintſhire was _— annexed to Cheſhire, 
and under the Government of the Earls Palatine of Che. 
fler ; or, as the ancient Records cxpreſs it, The Cox vry of 

Flint belongs to the Dignity of the Sword of Cheſter. © 
That Part of Flineſhirè in which Broad Oak ſtands, is dis 
_ vided from the reſt of the County, and ſhooting out ſo far 
into England, is called Maeler Saiſanack, Engliſh Maeler : 
That which has moſt ſignaliz'd this Diſtrict in the Brit. ſh 
Annals, is the ancient City and famous Monaſtery of Ban- 
35. It is with very good Reaſon acknowledged to be the 
Bonium of Autonine, a Roman City; and as an Evidence of 
it, there are yet the Names (and no more but the Names) 
of the two Gates remaining, Port Hogon and Porr Cleis, 
wich ſtand at about a Mile diſtance each from other. 
Certain it is at this Banger, which is now but a Village, 
there was a very famous Monaſtery, and perhaps the firt i. 
that ever was in the World, where the Brizh Monks lived Ne 
in great Devotion for ſeveral Ages, and not only ſuffered v 
very much from the Saxon Kings whilft they were Pagans, Ml . 
but with true Chriſtian Fortitude oppoſed the Pride and a 
5 Uſurpation of the See of Rome, to which Auguſtine the x 
Monk endcavoured to ſubject the whole Iſland. ti 
le wis in this Neighbourhood that Mr. Matthew Henry th 
dite his firſt Breath; his Father was that eminent, holy, Hot 
beavenly Mr, Philip Henry, whoſe Name and Memory is ſt: 
very precious, not only in that Country, but in moſt Parts Nor 
of England, I ſhall not enter into his moſt excellent Cha- pl. 
rater, it has been ſet in a true Light by this his Son, and an 
preſented to the Word in a ſober and juit Account ; it fit 
was the Scn's Deſire to have it done by another Hand, leit ¶ co 
it ſhould be thought his Affection to his Father had brib'd I re 
his Judgment, and made him partial in his Favour, or that 
he had deſignedly rais'd the Character too high, expecting M 
that the — of Honour would thereby deſcend to Wl S 

himſelf, as the Son of {ſuch a Father. 3 EN 
Zut thoſe that were fo happy as to be perſonally ac · N wy; 
* quainted with Mr. Philip Henry, can easily juſtify his Son; Suf 
= they know he has not been at all vain and extravagant in WW inc 
tue Account he has given of ſo exemplary a Perſon 3 He, ¶ the 
Uke another Demetrius, had a good Report of all Men, K in 
3 >, ap. 
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of their Father; and was not only a comfortable Subſi-. Bl 
ſtance for them, when Mr. Philip Henry was turn'd out * f 
of his Living at Vorthenbury for Nonconformity, but na. 
bled him to preach the Golpel freely to his dying Day, 
and to afford ſeaſonable Relief to many others in Neceſ -- 
ſity, even to a large proportion of his Income, as the AK | 
count of his Lite tells us, and many yet living thankfulj - 
remember. 1 Aa 


Mr. Philip Henry enjoy ' d in that Relation; the Perſon her. | 
{elf was a rich Bleſſing to him, and all her Family; the, 
was a great Example of ſerious Godlineſs, Humility and 1 
Wiſdom,” and ot the moſt tender conjugal Affection; - 

juſt regard to Religion and the Miniſtry, was her mam 
inducement to beſtow herſelf upon Mr. Henry 


the ame Principle ſhe always treated him with the moſt 4 | 
n wh oo Coppa 


Mr. MaTTuew HEN RV. .Þ 
of the Truth it ſelf, and we alſo bear Record, and ye know i 
chat our Record is true. The Narrative is very well 
drawn up, it is plain, grave, eaſie, proper and methodi- 
cal, and being much of it taken out of his own Diary. 
it carries its own Evidence and its Vouchers along witn 
it, and that native Life and Spirit that cannt fail of ma- 
ing an Impreſſion upon the Mind of any one that reads is 1 
in a ſerious manner, | ; 4 
It is a juſt and honourable Monument erected to the 
Memory of that great and good Man, and yet as the Au- 1 
thor tells us, was not ſa much intended to embalm his 
Memory, (which is and will be bleſſed) as to exhibit te 
the World a Pattern of that Primitive Chriſtianity, which 
all that knew him, knew to be exemplified in him. It is 
with the ſame Deſign we now offer to the Publick thee 
imperfe&t Memoirs of the Life of his Son, of whom we 
can ſay nothing greater, than that he was a Son every 
way worthy of ſuch a Father. | {5-248 : = 8 
His Mother was Mrs. Katherine Matthews, Daughtes 
and Heir of Mr. Daniel Matthews, of Broad-Oak ande 
Brunington, a Gentleman of an ancient Family and plen« i 
tiful Eſtate; the whole whereof, in ſeven Years after 
their Marriage, came into Mr, Henrys Hands, by the Deaths © if 
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nor did ſhe ever ſhew the leaſt regret of diſſitisfaction, 
in having retus'd ſo many Offers of large Eſtates,. and 
choſen a Miniſter to be the Guide of her Youth, and Com- 
puanion of her Life. £5 | | 
= - She was a very diſcreet Manager of her Family Affairs, 
and (as her Son obſeryes in a Sermon which he preach'd 
on her Death; and has ſince printed) She was one that 
looked well to the Ways of her Houſhold ; ſhe provided 
well for it with Eaſe and Order; was a prudent Coun- 
ſellor, and knew well how to adviſe others; and (as 
© he adds) ſhe anſwer' d all the Characters of Solomon's 
vertuous Woman; and if her Children that reap ſo much 

Benefit by her good Example, and the good Education 

. © ſhe gave them, do not riſe up and call her bleſſed, let 
© every Body call them Ungrateful, and you can call 
them no worſe.” . 

Theſe were the holy, happy Parents of Mr. Matthew 
Henry, and thoſe that knew them and him muſt needs 
obſerye, that he did not only bear the Image of what was 
earthly, but (thro' divine Grace) of what was heavenly in 
them. Some have thought the Son had that in him in 

which his Parents did ſeverally excel, his Father's ſtrong 
nud ſolid judgment, with his Mother's Vivacity, Aﬀe- 
= + Rion and Zeal; indeed, both his Parents had a large Share 
= of Wiſdom and Activity, and how much of theſe good: 
1 — Qualifications their Son was poſleſs'd of, his Life and | 
\- Labours will beſt diſcover. 5 f 
I know not whether the Reader will think it worth 
© his while to obſerve, that Mr. Matthew Henry was born 
the ame Year, in which his Father and many hundreds 
more of godly faithful Miniſters were filenc'd, and not 
-. "quite two Months after that black Bartholomew; when 
- England ſinned away and loſt ſo much Mercy in one 
Day; when their Brethren that bated them, caſt them out, 
Bod was then making Provifion for another Generation. 
= a Secd to ſerve him in the Miniſtry, for whom he had 
WO appointed fairer and more peaceful Days, ſuch as through 
we Patience of God we have now enjoy d tor Eight and 


z Wo 


WW © Twenty Years, and do ſtill enjoy the lame, 
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with his Brother, and of the ſame Diſeaſe of which his 
Brother died, he very narrowly eſcaped Death, God had 
. 4 great Work for him to do, and ſparcd the tender Grape 
for the Bleſſing that was in it; and & great Bleſſing it has f 
proy'd to be, to his Family, to his Friends, and to the 
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Mr. Matthew Henry often took notice with Pleaſure, 
how many Miniſters of his particular Acquaintance were 
born that Year; and in his Diary, has mention d a certain 
Time and Place, when ſeveral of us. of that Age, had 


the comfortable opportunity of meeting and worſhipping. ; 4 
God together; ſome of them remain to this Day, but th if 


greater part are fallen aſleep. 5 
As to the Birth of Mr. Matthew Henry, I find a ſhort” 


Note, intimating, that they were under ſome ſurprize that: | 


the Midwife was not come, and therefore the uſual means 
were wanting, but that God, who can work without: 
means, was 2 preſent and an effectual Help in that time 
of Trouble; it ſeems his Parents had removed from or- 


thenbury to Broad-Oak but about a Fortnight before he was N 


born, his Father not being ſuffered to continue there any 
longer; he was baptized the next Day, being the Lords 


Day, by Mr. Holland, (I ſuppoſe the Miniſter of Whitewel*  _ i 


Chapel) his Father deiired Mr. Halland to omit the Sign 
of the Croſs, but he ſaid, He durſt not do it; to whichr 


Mr. Henry reply'd, Then, Sir, let it lie at your Door: How- þ 


ever, Godfathers and Godmothers there were none. 


He was the ſecond Son and ſecond Child of his Parents, KW 
his elder Brother John, who was born a Lear before him, 
died in his ſixth Year of the Meaſles; he was a Child ß 
extraordinary Pregnancy and Forwardneſs in Learning. 


and of a very good Diſpoſition ; his excellent Father left 
this ſhort Memorial of him, Praterque ætatem nil puerile _ 


fait, Before he was (ciz'd with the Diſtemper of whichs 45 9 
he died, he was much affected with ſome Verſes he had 


— 


met with in Mr. Ihite's Book called The Power of G4, 


lineſs-about thoſe that die young; theſe Verſes you Hayes 

recited in the Life of the Father, to which I muſt refer. 
thoſe that deſire to know what they were, that made ſuch 
Impreſſions upon that tender Mind, - "© 
- Mr. Matthew Henry was himſelf ſick at the ſame time 


- 


j 


1 


' 


: 


M. MatTaew HER T. 180 


ö 

[ 
; 
| 
| 
| 
i 


- 


- 


— — — po 


1 
| 


: 
7 
! 


7 
7 
0 


, 
2 
ul 
j 
* 
4. 
F 
5 
6 
I 
of 
{ 
* 
& 
l 
* 


i 
] Gi 


% 


O08 Publ» 0 Ons OE e = AO care i a __—_ 
d 1 : 9 


* — — 
Church of God, He was but a weakly Child, often ſub- 
ject to Agues, and other Indiſpoſitions, which yet were 


to hurt his great Capacity for Learning, nor hinder his 
Improvements, even in thoſe early Days of his Life, He 
Was able to read a Chapter in the Bible very diſtinctly at 
about three Years old, and with ſome Obſervation of 
what he read; and indeed, as one of his near Relations, 
and the Companion of his younger Days, declares, his 


Perſons; he very early put away Childiſh Things. 
I have now in my Hands, ſeveral little Papers written 


= for they bear date, Octob. 18. 1675. in which he ſets 
| down what he calls a Catalogue of the Mercies of God ta 
him; 1 ſhall give it you in his awn Words, 
© 1, Spiritual Mercies. „ 
2. Temporal Mercies and. Deli verances. | 
11. For Spiritual Mercies; for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Incarnation, Life, Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion: 


Word, the means of Grace, for Prayer, for good In- 
= « ſtructions, for the Good I have got at any time under 
be Word, for any Succour and Help from God under 
Temptation, for Brokenneſs of Heart, for an Inlightning. 
Lord ſeſus, I bleſs thee for thy Word, for good Parents, 
for good Education, that I was taken into Covenant be- 
i times in Baptiſm; and, Lord, I give thee thanks, that. 
iam thine and will be thine. : | 
WT * © think it was three Years ago that I began to be con- 
i =. yinc'd, hearing a Sermon by my Father on Pſal, li. 7. 


WH. contrice Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe” I think it 
was that that melted me, afterwards I began to enquire 
after Chrift. | | | | 


beard a Sermon that had in it the Marks of true Grace; 
I tried myſelf by them, and told my Father my Evi- 
Wy < dences ; he liked them, and told me, if thoſe Evidences 
were true, (as I think they were) I had true Grace; yet 

k a 3 2 | 
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fo ordered and limited by his heayenly Father, as neither 


= _ Childiſh Years were ſooner over in him than in other 


with his own Hand when he was but thirteen Years old, 


i 
n and Interceſſion, for Grace, Pardon, Peace, for the 
ö 


© The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit; a broken and a 


WH © Detember 7. 1673. on a Sabbath-day Morning, I 
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Mr. MATTHEW HENRY, 13 
afier this, for two or three Days, I was under great 
fear of Hell, till the Lord comforted me; having been 
engag d in ſerious Examination, what hopes have I that 
when I die and leave this earthly Tabernacle, I ſhall 
be received into Heaven? I have found ſeveral Marks 
that I am a Child of God; his Miniſters ſay, 
© 1, There is a true Converſion where there have been 
Covenant Tranſactions between God and the Soul; 
And J found that there have been ſuch between God 
and my Soul, and I hope in Truth. and Righteouſneſs: 
and if I never did this before, I do it now, for I take 
God in Chriſt to be mine, I give up myſelf to be his in 
the Bond of an everlaſting Covenant, never to be for- 
gotten» Queſt. But hath it been in Truth? Anſ. As far 
as I kaow my own. Heart, I do it in Truth and Since» 
rity; I did 1t Dec. 7. and Sept. 5. and Oclob. 13, and 
many other Times; I do it every Day. of 
2. Where there hath been true Repentance for Sin, 
and Grief, and Shame, and Sorrow foy it as to what is 
paſt, with all the Ingredients of it, as Confeſſion, Ag- 
gravation, Self. judging, Self-condemning,. &#c. And I 
have found this in me, tho' not in that meaſure that I 
could deſire; I have been heartily ſorry for what is 
paſt ; J judge myſelf before the Lord, bluſhing for 
Shame that I ſhould ever affront him as I have gone; 


in and believed on. Chriſt, Fam to believe that I am 
pardoned ; now I have done this, and LI do really believe 
Lam forgiven for Chriſt's ſake: This is grounded on 
everal Scriptures, Prov. xxvill- 13. He that covereth 
bis Sin ſhall nos proſper, but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh 
all find Mercy. Iſa. i. 18. Come now, let us reaſon to- 
rether, ſaith the Lord, though your Sins be as Scarlet, they, 
hail be White as Snow; though they be Red like Crimſon, 
hey ſhall be like Wool. Iſa. lv. 7. Let the Wicked. forſake © 
bis Way, and the Unrighteons Man his Thoughts, and let 
im return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy on him, 
nd to our God, for he will abundantly pardon, Matth. 
« 4+ Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
ted. Acts ii. 37, 38. Now when they heard this they. 
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and Miniſters have aſſured me, that having repented of, _ 
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The LIFE 
webre priced in the Heart, and ſaid unto Peter and to th 
tore of the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we aj 
= Ihen Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and be baptized ev: 
© one of you in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſy 
* of Sin, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy G50 
Acts iii. 19, Repent ye therefore and be converted, ' thi 
your Sins may be blotted out when the Times of refreſhin 
«© ſhall come How the Preſence of the Lord, 1 John i. 
© If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive . 
* our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. Ani 
many other Scriptures there are, where God doth expreiiM.' 
Aly call People to return and repent. el. But hath thi 
Sorrow been true? Arſe. As far as I know my ow 
Heart, it hath been true. 05%. But I fin often. A 
© | lament and bewail it before the Lord, and I ende: 
- © your by the Grace of God to do ſo no more, 
© 3» Where there is true Love of God; for to lo. 
© the Lord our God with all our Soul, and with all o 
Strength, is better than whole Burnt Offerings and 8 
© crifices. Now as far as I know my own Heart, I lo 
God in Sincerity, Queſt. But is that Love indeed fi 
* cere? Anſ. As far as I can judge it is ſo; for, 
Us 1. I love the People of God, all the Lord's Peo 
ji! 2» © ſhall be my People, | : 6 5 
28. I love the Word of God, I eſteem it above all, 
= _ *© find my Heart ſo inclined, I defire it as the Food 
$1 © my Soul, I greatly delight in it, both in reading a 
"I _ © hearing of it, and my Soul can witneſs Subjection to 
iin ſome meaſure. I think I love the Word of God 
3 * the Purity ot it; J love the Miniſters and Meſſengg 
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11% © of the Word; I am often tara. - & [ rejojce in tl 
we good Succels of it; all which wefe given in as Mal 
= of true Love to the Word, in a Sermon that I late 
= © heard on Fſal. cxix. 140. Thy Word is very pure, the 
Her "2 Sas yaa OSS 
ww 2. For temporal Mercies and Deliverances; When 
was new born, as I have oft beard my Mother {1 
Il was very weak, and fo fick!y, that moſt thought) 
could not live, yet the Lord appeared for my Defi- 
© ance; it is to Day thirteen Years fince I was born, al 
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the Lord hath preſerved me ever ſince, bleſſed be his. 

holy Name; bleſſed: be God that I have had a goed E. 
« ducation,* and. was taught ſo early to read my Bible. 3 


71/088 In the Year 1667, in April, Brother John, Siſter Sarah 

Glo and 1, had all of us the Mcaſtes together; April 2. Bro. 
hae ther . Fohn died, and it was thought by moſt that I 

eſnin+ mould have died; yet contrary to the Fears of many. 

1. my Siſter and I are alive, bleſſed be Free Grace, di- 

e ſtinguiſning Mercy. Mazth, xxiv. 40. (Alluſion) ue 
Au fall be taten and the other left. The ſame Summer I 

x pre had the Ague, it hung long upon me, and yet God again 

th th delivered me, WES 7 


« After this Sickneſs, in the Year 1669, I had Health 
and began to learn my Grammar, bleſſed be God that 


ende gave me an Underſtanding. Mr. Turner entred me a lit - 

tle into the Principles of Grammar, and my Father has 9 
> 10 carried me on in it, the Lord grant he may live to pers _ i 
11 ol fect it. Ko . 1 CR | 
2 In March 1669, my dear Father had a ſore Fever, 


we thought he would have died, but our Extremity 
was God's Opportunity, and he aroſe and helped us, 
© In Augnſi 1671, my Father went towards London, 
and returned again in Safety, bleſſed be God. In Septem- 
ber 1672. I had a Fever, was very ill, but recovered. 


all Thus far I have tranſcribed Mr. Matthew Heury's own 

ood Myapers; they were written, as I have ſaid, when he was 

ng put Thirteen Years Old. I have giren you his own Words, 

n toad if there be any thing in them that diſcovers the Sim- 

30d | licity of his young and tender Years, I believe all muſt i 
cng wn, there are many Things in them that favour of ſpiri- 9 
in gual Wiſdom and gracious Experience, even far above | 
Mais Years. 7 0, | 


| You will remember he dates his Conviction of Sin from 
he Tenth Year of his Age; and how deep a Senſe does 
ie expreſs of the Corruption and Sinfulneſs of his Nature; 
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[Len Who* his Childhood had leſs in it of Vanity, than that ef 
er \\Wnoſt Perſons I have ever heard of, yet his tender Heart 
ght as greatly melted and broken for Sin, and he was 
\c11/GEnabled, through Grace, to offer very early unto God the 
* 


dacriſice of a broken and contrite Spirit, which God did 
8 8 1 "IM | net 
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3 < 4 not deſpiſe; he that hath ſaid, I love thoſe that love me 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt pleaſed with that early Oblation 


3 . -plentiful Harveſt both of Grace and Uſefulneſs here, and 
and of Glory and Bleſſedneſs hereafter, Surely, when 
God heard him ſo earneſtly bemoaning himſelf, he beheld 
him with an affectionate Compaſſion, as a dear Son and 


£5 * 
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E  - ther Miniſters preſs the Duty of Self. Examination, and lay 
good old Puritan Preachers, and God mage it a Mean 
of ſound Converſion to many Souls. Young Mr. Henry 


ing Preaching, and to apply it to himſelf; he went over 

the ſeveral Signs of true Grace, and found ſomething of 
14 them wrought in his on Soul; and that h's Faith and] 
Comfort might not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, but the 


to his excellent Father, deſiring his Help in this great 


a Father have, than to hear his Son, his on'y Son, at the 
Age of ten or eleven Years, thus inquiring after God, ask. 


. 


The LIFE T 
and thoſe that ſerk me early ſhall find me, was doubtlci; 


which Mr. Henry made of the Firſt Fruits of his Heart 
and Life to God; and this was a happy Earneft of 3 


a pleaſant Child, * | „ 
It appears by theſe Papers, that when he was but Eleven 
Years old, he was led into the vital principal Part of Reli. 

ious Wiſdom, the Know edge of himſelf, and of thelf 
State of his on Soul towards God; and upon ſtrict Ex. 
aminat ion, by the Rule of God's Word, was enabled to 
draw the comfortable concluſion, that he was converted 
and pardoned ; you ſee the Method in which God dealt with 
his Soul; his Ear and Heart were opened betimes to the 
preaching of the Word; he heard'h's good Father and o. 


down Marks for Trial; this was the conſtant. Way of our 


was taught of God to approve of that Kind of Heart-ſearch-| 


Word of God, he ſearched the Scriptures, as the Ground 
and Touchſtone of all; and yet ſuſpecting the Deceitfol- 
neſs of his own Heart, he opened it freely and faithfully 


Concern of his Soul; and what greater Joy could ſuch 


ing the Way towards Heaven, nee Face thither ward! 
- Among other Signs of a true Converſion, by which 
he judged of his State, you ſee what Streſs he laid upon 
his Love to the Word of God; he could ſay, even at tha 
Age, he deſired it as the Food of his Soul; he delights! 
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1 it ; his Soul was brought into Subjection to it; he 


ed it for its Purity; he loved to read and hear itz - Þ 


4: 
3 
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£ 

4 
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je rejoiced in the Succeſs of it; and by his Love to the 


word, he diſcovered the Truth and Sincerity of his Love 
> God, This was an early Specimen of his Acquain- 


ace with the Holy Scripture, and helped to fix his Soul - 


or that cloſe and-conſtant Study of the Bible, which was 
e pleaſant Buſineſs of his whoſe Life, and made him ſo 
ady and mighty in thoſe ſacred Oracles; as another 
imothy, from a Child he had been acquainted with the 
oly Scriptures, which not only made him, for his own. 
Part, wiſe to Salvation through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, but, 
s 2 Man of God, made him perfect, and throughly fur- 


iſhed to all the good Werks of his Miniſterial Office, to 1 


hich he was afterwards called. | = 
Here was a happy Foundation laid for a holy uſeful Life, 


rom his very Infancy, and at Ten Years old to be awake- 
ed, concerned and troubled for the Sin of his Nature; 
nd in a Year after, upon diligent Search, to be well fas 
isfied that God had taken him into the Bond of the Co- 
enant, that he was juſtified, ſanRified and accepted by him 
n Chriſt, What might not be expected from one fo early 
nd ſo eminently Holy, if his Life ſhould be ſpared? Every 
ne that knew him would promiſe themſelves the Sa- 
isfaction of ſeeing him abundantly fruitful and ſerviceable 
n his Day and Place, | | 

And indeed, when we obſerve how he ſet out for Hea- 
en, how ſoon and how ſeriouſly, we do not wonder that the 
ays and Service of God were ſo pleaſant and delightful to 
im all his Days, that he went thro his great Work with fo 
much Comfort and Chearfulneſs: Religious Wiſdom en- 
ered into his Soul betimes, it gradually grew up with 
im, and was become natural to him; he knew no o- 
her Pleaſure; he was willingly a Stranger to the vain 
Diverſions and Delights of the Sons of Men; his Mind 
as happily prepoſſeſſed and taken up with God and for 
cd; he hid no Room, no Time, no Reliſh for thoſe. 
rifles that deceive and defile the Minds of the generality 
ff ycung Perſons in every Age, and eſpecially of _ _ 

| A N 
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= - Behold the unſpeakable Advantages of an early Acqua 
= tance with God and Chriſt! E | 7 
How much did Mr. Henry's Childhood and vou! 
differ from that of moſt others among us; how much i £ 
did excel, let every one judge for himſelf; How few call 1 
look back with Comfort upon what they were, and wh 1 
they did, and what they experienced in their Souls at tei 
eleven and twelve Years old? How few of us, that ! 
now Miniſters, were ſo early ſanctified and prepared fad 
Sanctuary Work? How few can reflect on thoſe ear 
Days, without Sorrow and Shame? Let Conſcieace tell 
all, how it was then with us: Was that Part of Life en 
ploy'd in mourning for Sin and ſeeking the Fayour of G0 
with our whole Hearts, ſetting ourielves at the Bar off © 
God's Word, and ordering our Cauſe betore him? Weill © 
we then ſearching the Scriptures, and bringing them hong v 
to our own Souls? Did we at that Time of Life condi © 
under the Conſtraints of the Love of Chriſt, and renew * 
the ſacred Bonds of our Baptiſmal Covenant? They a 
happy that can truly ſay this of themſelves, as Mr. Hen 
could do; I fear the Number of ſuch is not great; it i 
2 Mercy to be under Reſtraining Grace, but how few © 
have known ſo early a Renovation? No wonder if Mr 
-_ Henry ſo far excelled moſt of his Brethren in Wiſdon t! 
Holineſs and Service; he ſet out much ſooner, and half t! 
made a great Proficiency in the Ways of God, befor te 
many others had taken one Step in them. They that fe t! 
out later ſhould work the harder; and yet Mr. Henry wen t! 
beyond us in his great Diligence in the Work of God, 4 S: 
much as he ſet. out before us in his Application to it. t] 
I baye received from a near Relation of his a Paſſag a1 
which 1 think very remarkable: the Scoffers of this Ag tc 
will perhaps divert themſelves with it, but I ſhall not con cc 
ceal it to humour them. When he was ten Years old (th m 
Time from which he dates his effectual Calling) he wa tt 
viſited with a lingring Fever, which brought him ver cc 
low, his Life was almoſt deſpair'd cf, and Death ever 
Day expected; this was a great Trial of the Faith and Q 
Patience of his pogo Parents; his Father, who uſed toll ® 
N adi th 
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aut to a Place at ſome Diſtance to preach the Goſpel, 
and left his Son very ill, but he muſt be about his Fathers 
Buſineſs; and at that Time they had an Indulgence 
granted by the King; at his Return, be found Matters 
much as he left them, his Son, his only Son whom he "ſ 
loved, in extreme Danger. There was then at his Houſe MM 
a good old Gentlewoman, the Widow of the Reverend 
Mr. Zachary Thomas, helping and comforting them un- 1 
der this Affliction; Mr. Philip Henry told them, At — Ji 
« ſich a Place and Time upon the Road, I did moſt folemn- 1 
© Iy, freely, and deliberately reſign up my dear Child unto 
c God, to do what he pleaſed with him and me. Mrs. Thomas 
© replied, And I believe, Sir, in that Place and Time 
God gave him back to you again; it is certain, after this 
be ſpeedily and ſenſibly recovered: His good Siſter, 
who gives me this Account, obſerves upon it, Tho? I 
was then but a Child of eight Years old, and could 
rene think but as a Child, I was very much affected with 
* that Diſcourſe between my Father and Mrs. Thomas ; 
it tended to endear my Brother the more to me, ſince 
I really believed he was given to us back again in an 
| © extraordinary Manner. 

This Relation of his very well remembers, how when 
they were Children, he and his Siſters were directed by 
their Father to ſpend an Hour every Saturday in the Af. 
ternoon, in Religious Exerciſes, in which he was always 
their Leader; and he took great Pleaſure in joining with - 
them in ſuch Work, which was to prepare them for the 
Sanctification of the Lord's Day; and if at any time he 
thought his Siſters too ſhort in Prayer, he would gravely 
and gently tell them, it was impoſſible, in ſo ſhort Time, 
to include all the Caſes and Perſons which they had to re- 
commend to God in Prayer; They always took his Ad- 
monitions kindly, and own it now, to the Glory of God, 
that their Brother's Example did greatly engage and en- 
courage them in the Duties of Religion. 1 
| It was obſerved by all that knew him, how great a 
W Quickneſs he had in Learning any thing, and how ſtrong = | 
a Memory to retain it, Talents that do not often meet in 
the ſame Perfon; he could do very much in a little 
25 Time, 


8 < £4 - 
r * * 


2. T& LIFE 
$ Time, and yet did not allow himſelf to loſe any of his 


not to make very great Improvements in every kind of 
1 Kncwiledge he was purſuing; his tender Mother was often 
afraid, left he ſhould over do it, and was ſometimes forced 
do call him down out of his Cloſet, when he was very 
' BH zoung, and adviſe him to take a Walk in the Fields, Jef 
ms - iis Health ſhould ſuffer by too much Confinement and 
Application to his Books. LOOP 

His ſurviving Relations declare with Pleaſure, that they 


7 


. tween him and his Siſters While they lived together in 
their Father's Houſe; they lived in Unity and Love, and 
1 it was neither loſt nor leſſened when they were ſeparated 
ndnd placed in Families; Brotherly Love continued to the 
very laſt, 5 : 5 

He always had the greateſt Duty and Deference for 
his Parents, and always paid it in a moſt becoming man- 
ner, he laid up their Words in his Heart; When he was 
very young, he would attend with a very uncommon Di- 
ligence upon his Father's Preaching, and would 'often be ſo 
affected with ir, that as ſoon as the Exerciſe was over, 
he would haſten: to his Cloſet, and there weep and pray 
over the Word, and ſometimes would hardly be preyailed 
with to come down to Dinner on the Lord's-Day, leit the 
Word ſhould lip away from him, or the warm Impreſ- 
fions be loſt, N „ | 
One Time particularly, when his Father had been preach- 
jag of the Nature and Growth of true Grace, as compa- 
red in Scripture to.a Grain of Muſtard Seed, which tho' 
very little in Appearance, would in time produce great 
Things, he fell under a great Concern of Soul, that he 
might be poſſeſs d of ſuch a gracious and powerful Prin- 
FR and having walked out with his Father, and open- 


his Siſters, with great Satisfaction and Chearfulneſs, and 
told her, he hoped he had now received that bleſſed Grain 
of true Grace in his Soul, and tho' it was very ſmall at 
preſent, yet that it would come to ſomething in Time: 
And the Conſequence abundantly anſwered his earneſt 
RESTS i E! xpectat ion 


Time; under ſuch Advantages, it was impoſſible for him 


have not known the leaſt angry or unkind Word paſs be. 


the Thoughts of his Heart to him, he came to one of 
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xpectation and Deſire ; how fruitful and how flouriſh- 
ing a Tree ſprang up from it, thoſe that have ſat under 
it, with ſpiritual Pleaſure and Advantage, muſt always 
remember to the Praiſe of that God from Whom all our 


fren Fruit is found. ts 
rced We have no Reaſon to doubt, but that from his very 
very Childhood he had an Inclination to the Miniſtry ; the De- 
left light he had in reading the Holy Scriptures, and learning 


the Senſe of them; his Love to all the faithful Miniſters 
ot Chriſt, as he came to be acquainted with them, and 


mons, were plain Iadications which way the Bent of his 
Soul lay; when he was very young he loved to imitate 


C 1 

a Preaching, not in a Childifh manner, bur with a Propriety, 

ned Gravity and Judgment far beyond his Years, CF 
I hzye been toid by an aged Chriſtian that lived near 


his Father's Houſe, that he would, when very young, 
meet frequently with ſome good People that uſed to pray 
together, and confer about ſpiritual Concerns; and that he 
would not only pray with them, and repear Sermons, 


Wa 
Di: but would ſometimes explain the Chapters read, and en- 
> ſo large upon them, very much to the Benefit and Comfort, 
er, ¶ and even to the Wonder of thoſe that were preſent; and 
ray when one of them expreſs d ſome Fear to his Father, 
led MF leſt his Son ſhould be too forward, and fall into the Snare 
the of ſpiritual Pride, his Father replied Come, let him go on, 
el he fears God aud deſigns well, and J hope God will keep 


tim and bleſs him. 

{a the Life of Mr. Philip Henry, we are told, it was 
pa- MW viſual with him to have ſome young Student in his Houſe, 
ho' that was about to enter upon the Miniſtry, and they 
eat were helpful to him in inſtructing his Children: Among 
he ſome others, I find the moſt Notice is taken of Mr. il. 


in- liam Turner, as one of the firſt he had with him, he 
n- came thither in the Year 1668; it ſeems, he was born in 
of the Neighbourhood, and was of Edmund s. Hall in Oxford, 
ad and was many Years Vicar of Walburton in Suſex, a WW 
in very ſerious, laborious and uſeful Preacher; to whom, ä 


at as Mr, Henry has obſerved, the World is obliged for his 
e: claborate Hiſtory of all Religiens, which he publiſhed in 
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the Pleaſure he took in writing down and repeating Ser- 
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2 © The LIFE of 
; the Year 1695; and ſince that, for that noble and uſeful 
Record of remarkable Proyidences, which was only ex. 
_ pected when Mr. Matthew Henry publiſhed his Father's 
Lite, but has been ſince perfected and printed in Folio, 
nnd is a very acceptable Performance to a ſerious Reader, 
| that loves to conſider the Work of the Lord, and the O. 
perations of his Hands. | | 
\ is This Mr. Turner while he was at Broad. Oak, was partly 
a Tutor to the Son, and partly a Pupil to the Father; he 
introduced Ir. Matthew Henry into the Grammar Learn. 
ing, but his Father carried him on in it; it was from his 
Father that he had the greateſt Advantages of his Educa - 
tion, both in Divine and Human Literature; under his 
| Eye and Care he continued, till he was about eightecn | 
Yegrs old, growing up in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 
and in Favour with God and Man. 
Thus we have ſeen him paſſing thro' the firſt remarkable 
S of Life, eſcaping the uſual Follies and Vanities of 
Childhood and Youth, wiſely improving the Helps and 
Opportunities he enjoyed in the Day of his Choice, fol- 
lowing hard after God, and exhibiting to all that knew 
him an early and a noble Specimen of eminent Piety and 
Uſefulneſs in the future Courſe and Paſſages of his Life; 
all his Friends had conceived great Hopes concerning 
him, and of thoſe Hopes none of them had any reaſon 
to be aſhamed | 
And indeed he had ſomething in his very Conſtitution 
and Temper, that being ſo early ſanctified by ſpecial Grace, 
very much promoted his great Uſefulneſs. 
Tho' he was but a weakly Child, as we have heard, 
| yet as he grew up, he became very ſtrong and healthy, 
and had for near forty Years together a great ſhare cf 
Health, and a Conſtitution fitted for the Labours to which 
it was devoted. 1 , 8 
Eis natoral Temper was very eaſy and chearful, he 
Was on this Account a moſt deſirable Friend and Com- 
| . Panion; his Conſcience wag purified and pacified betimes, 
1 _ his Duty was thereby rendred always pleaſant to 
rim. | | * 
_ - Hc had a very ready and clear Apprehenſion; he would 


i : * 


as 


4 


foon diſcern the Truth and the Bottom of any Caſe 


e had an happy Freedom and Preſence of Mind, tho' 


und down with ſſaviſh Difidence; he had the Poſſeſ- 


a learned Education, and rightly diſpoſed and fixed 


| 


Ile was of a lively active Spirit; he could not endure 


Mr. MarrHEW HeNgy, 


poſed to him, as any Perſon that I ever knew; had a 
ick Turn of fine and proper Though.s on every Sub- 

t and Occaſion; in Matters of Controverſy he would 
ſently come to the Hinge upon which the Argument 
ned, and with the leaſt ado or trouble to himſelf or 
bers, would ſet the Matter in its proper Light. 


be idle, and was the leaſt fond of any fort of Diverſi- 
, cyen when young, that I have ever known; his Buſi- 
s, and a free Converſation with his Friends, was his 
verſion; he wondered that any ſhould need o:her or 
ter Recreation. | 


y remote from Pride and Self. Confidence; his Mind was 
Il forniſhed, and his Integrity gave him a decent and 
erous Openneſs and Courage in Converſation ; he was 
ther puff'd up with a vain Conceit of himſelf, nor 


n of his own Thoughts, and a wellbecoming Liberty of 
preſſing them on all Occaſions. 
Every Body will own ſuch a Genius as this improv'd 


the Grace of God, muſt be an unipeakable Advantage 
lim, it greatly fitted him for every good Work, and 
de all very eaſy to him | Eo 


— _ 


for the Miniſtry; his Entrance upon it; 


cannot eaſily imagine what Reaſcn there ſhould be 
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Preparations aud excellent Qualifications 


his Ordination. ; 


HE Advantages of Education which Mr. Matthew 
Henry had in his Father's Houſe were ſo great, and fa 1 
uliarly fitted to prepire him for the Miniſtry, that ©, 


his going elſewhere; every one knows Mr. Philip 


: = their Children for Scholars, to ſend them thither for man 


E Henry was an excellent Scholar, as well as an excellen 


Preacher; he was certainly poſſeſs d of a rich Treaſur cl 
of all polite and uſeful Learning, both in Languages an 5 
in the Sciences; he had an admirable Way of commun 1 
cating his Thoughts to others, he always did it wil _* 
great Eaſe and Clearneſs, making every thing plain an 8 
pleaſant to the Learner; in the Account of his Life yy 
are told, That he taught his eldeſt Daughter the Hebrey 
Tongue when ſhe was but ſeven Years old, by an Englil — 
Hebrew Grammar, which he compoſed on purpoſe for hy _ 
and that ſbe went ſo far, as to be able readily to read an . 
conſtrue an Hebrew Pſalm. „„ his 
While he took care to give ſo extraordinary an Educ 
tion to his Daughters, we may aſſure our ſelves he cou for 
not be wanting to his Son, an only Son, given up to HHb- 
Service of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and one that was uſt * 
leſs capable of Improvement, than defirous of it. HHHhis 


Father neglected no opportunity to cultivate ſuch a Min 
he ſpared no Pains; . and I have ſome reaſon to belicy 
few young Miniſters are better qualified for that Wari 
when they enter upon it, than Mr. Matthew Henry wi 


when he left his Father's Houſe; and it is no Difparag = 
ment to his After-Studies, or to the Conduct of thoſe ui h. 


der whoſe Care he was placed, if I venture to ſay, th 
Helps he had for furniſhing himſelf in the Knowledge « 
Things Human and Divine in his Father's Houſe, contr 
buted more to his Fitneſs for the Miniſtry, than all the A 
vantages he enjoyed in any other Place. 
And that he was well pleaſed under his Father's Erud 
tion, is very evident by that ſhort Hint he has given | 
in the Account of his Life, Page 101. where he ſays, M 
Philip Henry had ſo great a Kindneſs for the Univerſitie 
and valued ſo much the mighty Advantages of Impront 
ment there, that he adviſed all his Friends, who deſign! 


_ Years after the Change; but long Experience alter'd i 
Mind, and he choſe rather to keep his own Son at hot 
with him, than to venture him into the Snares and Tem 
tations of the Univerſit r. | 

And certainly in that Way of Education that his ry p. 

£35 \ | 5 che 
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a 


thoſe famous Nurſeries of Science; which yet muſt be im- 
puted to his uncommon Capacity and Diligence, and tothat 
Bleſſing ot God that always attended him. | 

He was very expert in the learned Languages, and eſ- 
pecially in the Hebrew, which had been made familiar to 


Oſtentation of it, but he did not fail to make uſe of it 
his laſt, was his moſt delightful Imploy ment. 

his wiſe and kind Father was willing to deny himſelf 
u for his Son's Advantage; and being oblig'd often to be a- 


to the piain poor Country People round about, he ſent 


H his Son to Londow in the Year 1680, and placed him in 
he Family, and under the Care of that holy, faithful 


liniſter, Mr. Thomas Doolittle, who then lived at I/ 
2103, | a | | | | 

There went. with him a young Gentleman related to 
im, and moſt dearly beloved by him, Mr. Robert Boſſer, 


e uno had lived ſome time with him at Broad-Oak; Mr. 
„ger was ſome Years older than Mr. Matthew Henry, 
— ut he did not think this his young Kinſman unworthy 


f his moſt intimate Friendſhip; there was a very ma- 
feſt Suitableneſs in their Genius, their Temper and 
eir Principles, ſuch as would not have failed to have 
xcommeaded them each to other, though there had been 
d Relation between them; but nen their Friendſhip 


wn ſtreagtaned by ſo many Bonds, it is not 10 be won 
ped red, if they were very much endeared to each other, 


d ſo indeed they were: I never heard Mr. Henry men- 
dn his Couſin Boſier but with ſome diſtinguiſhing Mark 
Affection; if you meet with his Name in any of Mr. 
zry's Papers, ſomething is added, that plainly enough 

eus his was ever freſh and precious to him. 

Mr. Boer had ſpent ſome time in Oxford, and had been 
ommoner in Edmunds Hall, but he choſe to leave 
t Place, and come into Mr. Philip Henry s Family, and 

1 B 
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choſe for him, he not only eſcaped the Snares of the 


publick Univerſities, but made Advances in all uſeful 
Learning, equal to moſt that have been train d up in 


him from his Child hood; he never cared*to make any 


jn his Study of the Scriptures, which, from his firſt to 


broad pr eaching The Word, in ſeaton and out of ſeaſon, 


there 


26. ,_ + de LIEE HF 
there continued for ſome Vears, deſigning himſelf for the 
Service of the Lord Jeſus, in the Work of the 
r ⁊ eee 
Mr. Matthew Henry muſt needs promiſe himſelf great 
Satisfaction and Pleaſure in ſuch a Companion; it allevii- 
ted both his own Grief and his Parents at their parting, 
* that he had ſa wiſe and ſo cordial a Friend to be with | 
him when they were abſent. But God was pleaſed to | 
deprive him in a little time of this his Friend, even when | 


his Continuance with him ſeemed moſt deſirable; they w. 
had not been many Weeks together at Iſlington before | H 


* 


Mr. Boſier was ſeized with a Fever, and in a few Days up 
died of it, to the great Grief of all thit knew him, but / 

_ eſpecially of this his dear Kinſman and Collegue, who We: 
now ſeemed to have loſt the better half of himielf. Mr. Me- 
Henry the Elder gives this Account of him, Mr. Boſier e, 
was a young Man of pregnant Parts, great Induſtry, and Wes, 
exemplary Seriouſneſs and Piety, likely to have been an e. Hie 
minent Inſtrument of Good in his Bay; his Friends and 1: 
Relations promis d themſelves much comfort in him, but w * 
know who per for meth the Thing that is appointed for us, and itẽ᷑ 
giveth not an Account of any of his Matters. Wc | 
How long Mr. Matthew Henry continued with Mr. 
Doolittle after Mr. Boſier's Death, I cannot teil; I am in. Me : 
form'd by the Reverend Mr. Samuel Bury, who was Con A 
temporary with him there, that when Mr. Beer died 
of that malignant Fever, the greateſt part of Twen hat 
Eight Pupils that Mr, Doolietle then had. with him, wer is 
viſited with the ſame Diſtemper, and ſeveral of them nar me 
rowly eſcaped with their Lives; of which Number hfecol 
was one, pluck'd as a Brand out of the Fire; God hill lle 
Mercy on him, and not on him only, but on many ease 
_ thers, to whom God his made him a great Bleſſing; and 'ezy, 
tho' he is frequently ſtruggling with the Diſtempers inſp#/ov' 
cident to his weak and decaying Conſtitution, yet HM il. 
hath. obtained favour of the Lord to continue to this DHA 
teſtifying to all Repentance towards God, and Faith in oi beat 
Lord Feſus Chriſt; and we pray and hope, God will ja»: 
add many uſefu] Days to his Lite, that he may. artain Nd of 
the Days of the Yeras of the Life of his Fathers in the Di eing. 


of their Pilgrimage. 
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Mr. MaTTHEW HENRY, 27: 
Mr. Bury remembers very well, that when he was but a 
School-Boy, he was poſſeſs' d with a great Veneration for the 
Family at Broad: Oak, being, as he ſays, the moſt honourable: 
and excellent for practical Religion in all thoſe Parts. When 
Mr. Mazthew Henry and he met at Iſlington, the Reſpect Mr. 


„ Henry had for Mr. Bury's Father, that faithful, uſetul, aged 
h Miniſter, and their being near Countrymen, engaged them in 
o Ma ſtrict and familiar Friendſhip, which continued to the laſts 


n Mr. Bury declares, He was never better pleas'd while he 
eyes at My. Doolittle's, than when he was in young Mr. 
re Henry“ Company; he had ſuch a Savour of Religion always 


ier NHaginable Duickneſs of Speech, which afterwards he correct. 
ned, as well for bis own ſake, as for the benefit of others. 
1 e. 2 was, ſays he, to me a moſs deſirable Friend, and I love 
and Heaven the better ſince he went thither. O 
1 Mr. Bury obſerves, That when they were at Iſlington, 
and the Iniquity of the Times was ſuch, as to oblige Mr. Doolit- 
le to remove to Batterſea, and ſoon after to diſperſe his 
Mo #pils into private Families at Clapham, to which Place 
in. Me thinks Mr. Henry did not follow them. 1 
Don Another of Mr, Henry's Fellow - Students, the Reverend 
dies Mr. Henry Chandler of Bath, in a very kind Letter which 
rent have lately received from him, writes thus of Mr. Henry: 
wer is now 35 Tears fince I had the happineſs ef being in the 
name Houſe with Mr. Henry, ſo that it is impeſſible I ſhould 
xr be colle the ſeveral Paſſages that fix'd in me ſuch an honou- 
d half #9 Idea of him, that nothing can efface while Life and 
ny fe aſ0n laſts; this I perfettly weil remember, that for ſerious 
; an 'e:y, and the moſt obliging Behaviour, he was univerſally 
rs elo vd by all the Houſe; we were, I remember, near 20 
yer bf Pupils when Mr. Henry grac'd. and entertain'd the Family, 
's Dif" 1 remember not that ever I heard one of the Number 


peak a Word to his Diſparagement; I am ſure it was the 
mmen Opinion, that he was as ſweet temper d, conrteous, 
7d obliging a Gentleman as could come into an Houſe; his 
oing from us was univerſally lamented. | 
5, B 2 Aker 
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28 The LIFE of 
Atter he left Mr. Doolittle, he returned again to his 
Father's Houſe, purſuing his Studies with great Appli- 
cation, and eminently growing in Wiſdom: and Grace; [ 
take it to be about the time of his return to Broad-Oak, 
{for it was in the Year 1632) that he drew up a Memori- 
al of the Mercies he had received from God. I have l. 
ready given you an Account of one which he made 
when he was but thirteen Years old; and now that ſeven 
Years more had been added to his Life, in which he had 
received many Tokens of the continucd Kindneſs of God, 
he made his thankful Acknowledgment of them, and 
ngned it with his own Hand, under the Title of Merrie; 
received. 3 . = 
| © x, That I am endued with a Rational Immortal Soul, 
capable of ſerving God here, and enjoying him hereafter 8 
* and was not made as the Beaſts that periſh. 
$ 2. That having the Powers and Faculties, the Exerciſe 
bol them has been no ways obſtructed by Frenzies, Lunacy, 
Cc. but happily continued in their primitive, nay hap 
9 pily advanc'd to greater Vigour and Activity. | 
3. That I have all my Senſes; that I was neither 
born, nor by accident made Blind, or Deaf, or Dumb, 
either in whole or in part. | f 
4. That I have a compleat Body with all its Parts 
that I am not Lame or Crooked, either through thi 
Original or Providential Want, Detect or Diſlocation off 
any Part or Member. 
F. That I was formed and curiouſly faſhioned by a 
* all wiſe Hand in the Womb, and there kept, .nouriſhet 
and preſerved by the ſame gracious Hand till the ap 
pointed Time. = 
© 6, That at the Time appointed I was brought fort 
* jnato the World, the livipg Child of a living Mother 
* and that though Means were wanting, yet he that ca 
work without Means was not. SO ts. 
« * 7. That I have been ever {ſince comfortably provide 
for with Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on, nat fc 
Neceſſity only, but for Ornament and Delight, and thi 
- Without my Pains and Care. =] 
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Mr. MATTHEW Henry. 29 
8. That I have had a very great Meaſure of Health, 
(the Sweetneſs of all temporal Mercies) and that when 
« infeRious Diſeaſes have been abroad, I have hitherto-been 
« preſerved from them. 5 

* 9, That when I have been viſited with Sickneſs it 
© hath been in meaſure, and Heaith hath been reſtored to 
me, when a Brother dear, and Companion as dear, hath 
been taken away at the ſame time, and by the fame 
« Sickneſs, V 

10. That I have been kept and protected from —_ 
* Dangers that I have been expos'd to by Night a 
by Day, at Home and Abroad, eſpecially in Jour- 
* NiCYSes n 
= * That JI have had comfortable Accommodation, as 

* to Houſe, Lodging, Fuel, c. and have been a Stran- 
ger to the Wants of many Thouſgnds in that kind. 
112. That I was born to a Competency of Eſtate in 
the World, fo that (as long as God pleaſes to continue 
it) 1 am likely to be on the giving, and not on the re- 
ceiving Hand. | 

* 13. That I have had, and ſtill have, Comfort more 
than ordinary in Relations; that I am bleſt with fuck 
Parents as few have, and Siſters alſo that I have rea. 
ſon to rejoyce in, F 
14. That 1 have had a liberal Education, having z 

* Capacity for, and been bred up to the Knowledge of 
| © the Languages, Arts and Sciences; and that, through 
God's Bleſſing on my Studies, I have made ſome Pro- 
* grels therein. 2 | | 5 
15. That IT have been born in a Place and Time of 

Goſpel Light; that I have had the Scriptures, and Means 
for underſtanding them, by daily Expoſitions and many 
good Books; and that I have had a Heart to give my ſelf 
to and delight in the Study of them. . 

* 16, That I have been hitherto enabled ſo to demean 
* my ſelf, as to gain a Share in the Love and Prayers of 
* Sod's People. | 3 | 

* 17. That I was in my Infancy brought within the 
Pale of the viſible Church in my Baptiſm. op 


R LITE of 
* 18. That I had Religious Education, the Principles 
{ of Religion inſtill'd into me with my very Milk, and 
| : _ a Child have been tavght the good Knowledge of 
* 19. That I have been endued with a good meaſure of 
* PrayingGifts, being enabled to expreſs my Mind to God 
in Prayer, in Words of my own, not only alone, but a; 
* the Mouth of others. | ares: us 1 
20. That God hath inclined my Heart to devote and 
dedicate my ſelf to him, and to his Service, and the Ser. 
vice of his Church in the Work of the Miniſtry, it evet] 
he ſhall pleaſe to uſe me. 1 5 5 
221. That I have had ſo many ſweet and precious Op- 
* portunities and means of Grace, Sabbaths, Sermons, Sa. 

* craments, and haye enjoyed not only the Ordinances 
* themſelves, the Shell, but Communion with God, the 
Kernel! | a 5 75 
22. That I have good Hopes, through Grace, that be. 
ing choſen of God from Eternity, I was in the fullneſs of 
Time called, and that good Work begun in me, which 1 
* truſt God will perform. „ : 
* © 23+ That have had ſome fight of the Majeſty of God 


_ RR" © "x ©” . Wc 


: 

„the Sweetneſs of Chriſt, the Evil of Sin, the Worth off ! 
my Soul, the Vanity of the World, and the Reality and, 
Weight of inviſible Things. > 11 
24. That when I have been in doubt I have been gui: E 

* ded, in Danger I have been guarded, in Temptation I 0 
have been ſuccoured, under Guilt I have been pardoned JF . 
* when I have prayed I have been heard and anſwer'd, © 
* when I have been under Afffictions they have been ſancti- } 
* fied, and all by Divine Grace, | | 4 
25. That I am not without Hopes, that all theſe Mer. 
* cies are but the Earneſt of more, and Pledges of better 
in the Kingdom of Glory; and that I fhall reſt in Abra. f 
hams Boſom, World without End. + NN : 
26. Laſtly, Thanks be to God for Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Fountain and Foundation of all my Mercies. Amen * 
Halleluja. , * 
Octob. 18. 1682. Matthew Henry. 5 


* Die natali. 6 
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One may eaſily diſcern this Paper was only deſign'd by 


him, to be a Witneſs between God and his own Soul, and 
therefore he uſed a Freedom in the Acknowledgment of 


Mercy, beyond what he would have done in Publick. He 
was very remote from a Phariſaicafvain-glorious Temper, 
it was never his Way to boaſt 9 


Soul; and in ſo large and particular a Recital of the Mercies 


of God to him, thoſe of a Spiritual Nature could by no 
means be left out. „„ 
By this Memorial it appears, that at the Age of Twenty 


he had made a very coniiderable Progreſs in the Know- 
ledge of the Languages, Arts and Sciences, and that he had 


contecrated himielt and all his Studies ro the Service of, 
God and the Church, in the Work of the Miniſtry, if it 
ſhould pleaſe God to accept him, and make uſe of him in 


it; and though after this he employed himſelf for ſome 
time in Studies of another Nature, yet we have no reaſon 
to think, he ever departed from this his ꝓurpoſe, of making 
the Miniſtry the Buſineſs of his Life. 5 
Being now at his Father's Houſe, that Houſe of God 
and Prayer to which the good People in thoſe Parts uſed 


ſo often to reſort, he began to be very much taken notice 


of by them; his excellent affable Temper, his quick Ap» 
prehenſion, ſolid Judgment, and lively AﬀeRions in Reli- 
gious Duties, endeared him to all his Father's Friends; they 
coveted his Company, and were delighted with it; he de- 
ſpiſed not the meaneſt of them; he was free and ready on all 
occaſions to Viſit them, to Pray with them, to Diſcourſe 


with them about their Spiritual Concerns, and he could do 
it very experimentally and affectionately, and with great 


acceptance, far beyond his Years . 
_ His excellent Father, though for ſome Years after he 


was filenc'd, he was very loath to give any Offence to the 


Publick Miniſtry, yet thought ir his Duty to accept of the 
Indulgence which was granted by the King in the Year 
1672; he threw open his Doors, and made his Neighbours 
welcome to partake of his Spiritual Things, they gladly ac- 
cepted the Privileges offered them, and met together to 
worſhip God in a full Congregation; of theſe there were 

| > #6 ſome 


his Gifts and Graces but Ui 
it became him to be ſenſible of what God had done for his 
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ſame Families of good Account, ſuch as Mr. Lloyd of Bryn, 
Mr. Benion of 4ſh, Mr. Henry's Kinſman, Mr. Tates of Danford, 
Mr. Higginſon and Mr. Eddowes of Whitchurch, and ſeveral 
others, Perſons of very good Judgment, Temper and Con- 
verſation; theſe adhered to Mr. Philip Henry's Miniſtry af. 
ter the Indulgence was recall'd ; and as they-had a great Af. 
fection for Mr. Matthew Henry from his Childhaod, ſo now 
when he was grown up, and had made ſuch Advances both 
an Divine and Human Knowledge, they were exceedingly 
pleas'd with his Company; they rejoyced to ſee ſuch a Son 
treading in the Steps of ſuch a Father, and hoped their Fa. 
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great pleaſure in Converſing with them to the laſt, and his 
Memory is precious, and will be ſo to thoſe few of them 
that yet ſurvive. 7 

There were other Families of eminent Note in the ad. 


Miniſtry was highly valued by them, theſe wers all very 
glad of his Son's Acquaintance and Converſation; in that 
one Pariſh of Baſchurch, about ten Miles from Broad. Oak, 
the Pariſh out of which that humble . Miniſter Mr. 
Edward Lawrence was ejected by the Act of Uniformity, 


not being aſhimed of their Chain, for which they deſerve 
a greater Honour than to be mentioned in theſe Me. 
moir 8. | 


Corbet of Stanwardine. Eſq; Rowland Hunt of Boreatton, 
Eſq; George Clyve of Walford, Eſq ; and Mr. Harris of Preſ- 
cor, had always a high Eſteem for Mr. Philip Henry, were 
glad to receive him into their Houſes, and to attend upon 
his Miniſtry whenever they had an opportunity for it; all 
theſe lived in the ſame Pariſh, and though they generally 
frequented the Place of publick Worſhip, where they had 


Mr. Hudfon, yet they had often Sermons preach'd in their 
own Houſes by the Nonconformiſts that lived near them, 
ſometimes on Week · Days, ſometimes on the Lord's. Day 
aut of the time of publick Worſhip, and I have often bee 
A ow. 7 me 


milies would have cauſe to bleſs God for it; and he took 


jacent Parts where Mr. Philip Henry uſed to viſit, and his T 


there wereleyeral Families of Diſtinction that held faſt their | 
Profeſſion, and gladly entertain'd the ejected Miniſters, 


a a ſober, judicious and peaceable Miniſter, the Reverend 


It muſt not be forgotten, that ſuch Gentlemen as Thomas 


n, ſome of Mr. Hud/or's Family, his Wife and Children, pre- 
4, ſent on ſuch Oceaſions. e | 
al And here, though I foreſee I am like to incur the Reader's 


n* Cenſure, 1 cannot let paſs this occaſion of acknowledging 


f. the Goodneſs of God to my ſelf, in leading me into an 
f. Acquaintance with theſe worthy religious Families. It is 


w now about 29 Years ago that Dr. Zo/eph Hanmer, Rector 


th {of Marwheil, my Father's Friend, recommended me to the 
ly {Friendſhip of Mr. Corbet of Stanwardine; I had then but 
on Jjuſt entred upon the Miniſtry, and had the opportunity 


Mr. Corbet's Houſe ; one Mr. Lewis a young Minifter, that 
think was ſome time in Mr. Hezry's Family, had been 
removed by Death from them, he had conformed, but re- 
mained a very ſerious, holy, humble Man, greatly beloved 
in the Family of Stanwardine, with whom he lived, and 
py them his Death was greatly lamented; he died very 
Foung, but ready and ripe for Heaven. 


by the Parſon of Elſemere, and Complaints made at the 
Ppiritual Court, which made ir adviſeable for me to deſiſt, 
put I continued for about two Years to be very much in 
Whoſe Parts, ſometimes at Stanwardine, and ſometimes at 
Poreatton; and I have often recorded it as one of the 
WFreateſt Mercies of my Life, that T ever knew thoſe Fa- 
pilies, in which I ſaw Religion in its Power and in its 
ative Beauty, without Partiality, Affe ctation or Oſtenta- 


as ion. I met with the kindeſt and moſt friendly Treatment. 
n, was greatly encouraged in the Service of God by what 
/- obſerved in them, and by the Friendſhip into which they 


vere pleaſed to admit me; there it was that I had the op- 


n ortunity of being acquainted with Mr. Philip Henry and 
all Ws Family, and with Mr. Tallents and Mr. Bryan of Shrewsbury, 
y r. Taylor of Wern, and Mr. James Owen, then of Oſweſtry, 
d d ſeveral others, Men of great Learning and eminent 


Lolineſs, | 

The Providence of God has made a very great alterati- 
in that Pariſh, and in ſome of thoſe Families that J have 
entioned ; they are not ſo with God as then they were, 
Faſhion of this World paſſes away, ſome of them 1 
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Jof preaching ſometimes at the Chapel of Cockſhur, near 


Pr 


had not preached, long here, but Umbrage was taken 
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34 The LIFE f 
be ready to ſay, Call me no more Naomai, but call me Ma. 
rah; but yet I believe God has made with them and with 
| theirs an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all Things and 
ſure, in which they ſhall find all their Salvation and al 

| their Deſire; although he makes them not to grow, God 
|; is not unrighteous to forget their Work and Labour of Lore 
| which they have ſhewed towards his Name; I believe ther 
— Mercy in Store for them and their Poſterity after 
them. „ ; ; 

Mr. Matthew Henry has told the World in the Account 

of his Father's Life, —— intimate a Friendſhip there wa 
between him and that learned and religious Gentleman 
Rewland Hunt of Boreatton, Eſq; who married the Lach 
Frances, Daughter to the Right Honourable the Lord Page 
an excellent Perſon, a great Ornament and Bleſſing to th 
Family; Mr. Philip Henry was eſteemed by this Family aſe 
their Paſtor, he uſed once a Quarter to ſpend the Sabbat 


abc = O85 9 
N 
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_ with them, and adminiſter the Lord's Supper to them, and | 
£0 their Children with them. 3 = , 
To this Family Mr. Matthew Henry frequently reſortciÞ 1 
after he firſt came down from London and here he was a s 
ways very acceptable and welcome. Mr. Hunt was fo wel t 
appriz'd of his great Capacity for yet further Improvſ@ x 
ments, that he adviſed his Father to let him return . v 
' London again, and enter himſelf in one of the Inns of Couſſ v 
and ſpend ſome time in the Study of the Law. I do na 
think it was Mr. Hunt's Purpoſe in this, to draw him of 
from his Deſign of being a Miniſter, but the Times we! b 
then very dark, he was young, had Time enough befor 
him to mix that with his other Studies; the Knowledge d N 
the Law would not only be convenient for one that wi t 
Heir to an handſome Eſtate, but might be of uſe for tl 0 
better underſtanding the Nature of 9 Divine Law uf t! 
Government, and the torenfick Terms ſo much uſed int 
Holy Scriptures, and in other Divinity Books both A T 
cient and Modern, | ES 1 N 
Mr. Hunt's Advice was approved of both by the Fat ir 


and the Son, and accordingly Mr. Matthew Henry went! a0 
Grays. Inu towards the latter end of April, in the Je C 
1685. And though ſometimes the Diſcouragement of ti 
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Times made him a little doubtful, yet he did not depart 
from his Purpoſe of making Divinity his principal Study 
and Buſineſs. I find about this time ſome of his Friends 
and very near Relations could not help diſcovering their 
Fears, leſt he ſhould now be taken off from the thoughts 
of the Miniſtry; they confider'd he was now engaging him- 
ſelf into a new ſort, of Acquaintance, and entring into a 
Society of Men, where there are not many that have a 
true Senſe of the Nature and Dignity of the Miniſterial 
Office; they could not be without ſome apprehenſions. 
that he might find his own Mind gradually alienated from 
a Work ſo little eſteemed by Men, who have generally the 
Advantages of Birch, Learning an1 Wit to give their Sen- 
timents the greater Efficacy; and it muſt be owned to a 
Mind leſs firm and fixed than his, it might have given 


the Turns which they feared, and we have many Inſtances 


where it has done ſo. X foe a 
But his Heart was bent for God, and eſtabliſned betimes 


7 . #5 py > 9 +» AF - 
by Divine Grace; as it was his Happineſs to fall into the 


Acquaintance of ſeveral young Gentlemen in London, that 
were then Students of the Law, very exemplary for their 
Sobriety, Diligence, Religion and good Temper; and. as 
the like Qualifications in him, led him to deſire their Com- 
pany, ſo they ſoon diſcerned that in him that made them 
very gladly to admit him into their moſt intimate Con- 
verſation. Fn | ez 
Several of theſe Gentlemen are ſtill living, ſomeare dead, 
none will think themſclyes or their Relations diſhonoured 
by being reckoned among the Friends of Mr. Matthew Henry ; 


Mr. Turner of Canterbury, Mr. Edward Harley, Mr. Dunch, 


Mr. Birch, Mr. Edward and Mr. Gilbert Horſeman, were 
the Perſons whole Friendſhip Mr. Henry highly valued; he 
often mentions them with great Reſpect and Honour, and 
their mutual Friendſhip continued to the laſt. | 

Here he went cn in his uſual Diligence, improving his 


Time by cloſe Study, and diligent Reſearches into the 


Nature of the Divine and Human Laws; he loved to look 


into the Body of the Civil Law, and did not neglect to 


acquaint himſelf with the Municipal Laws of his own 
Country; his Proficiency was ſoon obſeryed, and it was 
OOO inn Hen nn nat wht = nn the 
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| the Opinion of thoſe that converſed there with him, that 

his great Indoftry, quick Apprehenſion, good Judgment, 

tenacious Memory, and ready Utterance, would have ten. 

der'd him yery eminent in the Practice of the Law, if he 

had betaken himſelf to it. as his Buſineſs; but he was true 

to his firſt and early Reſo'ution, and therefore while he 

was at Grays Inn, he not only promoted Social Prayer and 

Religious Conference with his particular Friends, but 

Would ſometimes expound the Scripture to them; and 

F When he left them, he bid them Farewel in an excellent 

= lively Diſcourſe from 2 Theſ. ii. 1. --- By the coming of our 

Tord Feſus Chrift, and our gathering together to him; the 

Hoope of that bleſſed ?riowsys/y he recommended to him. 

ſelf and them as their greateſt Comfort now they were 

parting one from another. | = 5 | 

= What a ſerious Senſe and Savour of Religion he retained 

While he was in the Inns of Court, will appear by a Let- 

ter he wrote from thence to his dear and loving Friend, 

Mr. George 1llidge of Nantwich, dated March 1. 1686. 
Which is as follows. | Fs 7 


_ Dear FRI ERS, | 
Think I remember when I laſt ſaw you, I partly 
I © promiſed to write to you from hence, which I 
doubt 1 ſhould either have forgot, or deferr'd the Per- 
formance of, had I not been lately minded of it in a Let. 
WW © ter from one of my Siſters; and now I have put my Pen 
© to Paper to perform my Promiſe, what ſhall I write? 
* News we have little or none conſiderable, and you know 
* I was never a good News-monger, and to fill a Letter 
* with idle impertinent Compliments, is very uſeleſs, and 
* will paſs but ill in the Account another Day; for ſure if 
idle Words muſt be accounted for, idle Letters will not 
be left out of the Reckoning. What if I ſhould there- 
* fore (having no other Buſineſs at preſent) give you a few 
ſerious Lines, which may perhaps be of iome Spiritual 
Advantage to your Soul. I have been lately thinking of 
* ſome great Scripture Truths or Principles; the firm pra- 
= * ical Belief of which, would be of great Uſe to a 
8 * Chriſtian, and haye a mighty Influence upon the right 
_ 1 J eo + 
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ordering of his Converſation, and they are ſome ſuch as 
heſe: Th . SE DIS 

* 1, That all Things are naked and open unto him with 
Whom we have to do, Heb. iv. 1 3. A firm Belief of God's 
l- ſeeing Eye always upon us, wherever we are, and 


In the Spirit, to keep it ſerious and watchtul; dare I omit 
ch a known. Duty, or commit ſuch a known Sin while 


in, and cannot endure to look on Iniquity? Twas a 
Ignificant Name which Hagar gave to the Well where 
Hod appeared unto her, Gen. xvi. 1 4. Beer-lahai-ror, the 
ell of him that lives and ſees me; for ſne ſaid, Verſ. 13. 
Von God ſeeſt me. This would be a very ſeaſonable 


e 

hought, when we are entring either into Duty or in- 
d Mb Temptation, to lift up our Heart in theſe Words, Thon 
c- 


od ſeeſt me; and therefore let Duty be carefully done, 
Ind Sin carefully avoided, conſidering that he who ſees 
now, will tell all ſhortly before Angels and Men, in 

je Day when the Secrets of all Hearts Ball be made mas 
ef, Luke xii. 2. 12 | 
2. That our Adverſary, the Devil, as a roaring Lion, 
es about continually, ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 
tt, v. 8. We do not ſee him, and therefore we are apt 
be ſecure; but certainly it is ſo, and therefore we 
ould never be off our Watch; what Folly is it for us 
be ſlumbering and ſleeping, while ſuch a cruel crafty 
xemy is waking and watching, and ready to do us a 


iichief? You know when Saul ſlept, hg loſt his Spear 
er d his Cruſe of Water; many a Chriſtian has loſt his 
nd ength and Comfort by ſleeping, = 
ik gg That e Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, 
ot cbeth us to deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, and to 
re- e ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, Titus ii, 11, 12, That 
w Goſpel, as it is a Goſpel of Grace, requires a holy 
ml {nverſation : Chriſt died to ſave his People from their 
of Ws, and not ia their Sins; the Goſpel hath its Com- 
ra- nds as well as its Promiſes and Privileges, and there. 


. > there is ſuch a thing as a Goſpel-· becoming Conver- 
ht Ion, Phil. i. 27. living up to Goſpel Love as well as 
> > ca e That 


vVhatever we are doing, would be 2 mighty Aweband up- 


am under the Eye of a juſt and holy God, who hates 
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4. That Jeſus Chrift died to deliver us from this preſy 
evil World, Gal. i; 4. We are apt to think Chriſt die 
deliver us only from Hell, and if that be done: we ; 
well enough; no, Chriſt died to deliver us from ti 
World; ſo if our Hearts are glued to preſent Thi 

and our Affections fix'd upon them, we do directly thw 
the great deſign of our Lord Jeſus Chrift in coming 
to fave us, ary LT RG Fe 
FJ. That we are not under the Law, but under Gm 
* Rom. vi. 14. This is a mighty Encouragement to us 
abound in all manner of Goſpel Obedience, to confi 
that we are not under the Law that required perſa 
perfect Obedience, and pronounced a Curſe for the! 
Failure, but under the Covenant of Grace, which acc! 
© the willing Mind, and makes Sincerity our Perfeftiq 
< what a {weet Word is Grace! what a Savour doth 
© leave upon the Lips! and to be under Grace, under 
fſweet and eaſy Rule of Grace, how comfortable isi 
66. That the Soul is the Man, and that Conditior 
© Life is beſt for us that is beſt for our Souls; it ff 
* with the Man, as it fares with his Soul; he is the tr 
« healthful Man, whoſe Soul proſpers and is in health; 


4 


is the truly rich Man, not who is rich in Houſes, H th. 
and Money, but who is rich in Faith, and an Hei thi 
the Kingdom, Thoſe are our belt Friends that are Fri of 
* to our Souls, and thoſe are our worſt Enemies th his 
Enemies to our Souls; for the Soul is the Man, and i to 
Soul be loſt all is joſt. _ F7 
5. That we have here no continuing City, Heb. xii. Te: 
That we are in this World as in an Inn, and mull 51 
gone ſhortly ; why ſhould we then conform ourſeh hi. 
this World, or cumber ourſelves with it? Should we thi: 
© then fit looſe to it, as we do to an Inn? And wif goc 
* we have but ill Accommodation, it is but an Irn, ii Tir 
be better at home; if our Lodging here be hard and ney 
© it is no great matter, our Lodging in our Father's HH our 
© will be ſoft and warm enongh— ng our 
© 8, That every Man at his beſi Eflate is altoperher VM ties 
« Pal. xxxix. 5, We ourſelves are ſo, and thereto dire 
ſay 


8. 
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our Lives as well as our other Comforts in our Hands, and 
know not how ſoon they may ſlip through our Fingers; 
eyery one is Vanity, therefore ceaſe from Man, from fear- 
ing him and from traſting in him. 


with every. ſecret Thing, whether it be Good or Evil, Eccl. 
God; the ſerious Thoughts of this would engage us to 


do nothingnow which will not paſs well in our Accounts 
then, 5 | | 


Eternal Life, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. vi. 23, 
Heaven and Hell are great Things indeed, and ſhould be 
much upon our Hearts, and improved by us as a Spur of 


to keep us from Sin; we ſhould labour to ſee Reality 
and Weight in inviſible Things, and live as thoſe that 
muſt be ſome- where for ever; ſee Hell the Wages and due 
{ Deſert of Sin, and Heaven the free Gift of God through 
jeſus Chriſt. ” „ 25 
Many other ſuch Truths might de mentioned, which 
thoſe that are acquainted with the Scriptures, and with 
their own Hearts, need not be directed to; it would be 
Jof uſe to a Chriſtian to take ſome one ſuch Truth into 
his Mind in the Morning, and upon Oceafion in the Day, 


Temptations; this is to be a Spur to this Day's Duties; and 


this Day's Diſcourſe, as we have Oar Iam apt to 
think ſuch a Courſe would be very beneficial; hereby a 


Time of Need, and we might be able to bring forth Things 
new and old for the Benefit of others; for certainly it is 
our Duty, as we have Ability and Opportunity, ro help 
our Friends and Neighbours in their Spiritual Neceſſi- 
ties, to ſtrengthen the Weak, confirm the Wavering, 
dire& the Doubting, and comfort the Feeble-minded, to 
ſay to them that ar of a fearful Heart, be ſtrong. ' 


on 


Mr. MATTHEW HENRY. 39 
* 9. That God ſhall bring every Work into Fudgment, 


© Io» That the Ways of Sin is Death, but the Gift of God is 


Conſtraint to put us upon Duty, and a Bridle of Reſtraint 


to be thinking frequently of it, and to ſay, This is the 
Truth of the Day; this is to be an Anſwer to this Day's 


this is to be the Sub ect of this Day's Meditation, and of | 


* Diſcourſe 


xii, 14+ That every Man muſt ſhortly give an Account to 


of 


good Stock of Truths might be treaſured up againſt a 
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Elbow. room for their Luſts, let them know the worſt« 


of Grace, for I have need of your Prayers; giye my if 


to Mrs. Elizabeth Vilſon, who, I take for granted, i 


0 

© Diſc6tirſe to this Purpoſe, how profitable would it 
© both to ourſelves and others, and how much better woy 
itpaſs in our Account another Day, than a great dealt 
that vain impertinent Talk which fills up the Time of ty 
many Profeſſors when they come together, and I feat 
is a Fault more acknowledged than amended. 
IT remember to have read, that when the famous Bifly 
« Uſber and Dr, Preſton, who were intimate Friends, wen 
talking together, after much Diſcourſe of Learning a 
other Things, the Biſhop would ſay, Come, Doctor, wil 
* Word of Chrif now before we part: Chriſtians that oy 
their All to Chriſt, ſhould be often talking of him; af 
© ſurely thoſe that know the Worth of Souls, cannot b 
8 


a W 6 Aa 


* 


be concerned for their ignorant careleſs Neighbour 

which Concernedneſs ſhould put us upon doing all w 

can to help them out of that Condition; and if there 

any that are asking the Way to Zion, with their Faces tli 
* therward, pray tell them the Way. Tell them, 

1. There is but one Gate into this Way, and that is th 
ſtraight Gate of ſound Converſion. | 

* 2, Tell them that the Way is narrow, that there is n 


it; and that thoſe that would be good Soldiers of Chil 
« muſt-endure Hardneſs. INS 
3. Tell them, notwithſtanding this, it is a Way « 
Pleaſantneſs, it gives ſpiritual, though it prohibits { 
« jual Pleafures. 3 
4. Tell them there is Life Eternal at the End, and b 
them be aſſured that one Hour of Joy in Heaven, wil 
make em amends for an Age of Trouble upon Eartli 
one Sheaf of that Harveſt will be Recompence enough fa 
* a Seedneſs of Tears, Pſal. cxxvi. 5, 6. | 

Il am at preſent ſomewhat indiſpoſed, and have writ 
ten confuſedly, and therefore I would have you keepi 
* to yourſelf; I hope you will not forget me at the Thron 


fectionate Reſpects to your Wife, and Mother and Siticr 


* with you; to Mr. Hopkins, my Aunt Burroughs and 
* Richard Gill, and all the reſt of my very good Friends, ilſſcars 
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Mr. MaTTHEWw HENRY 41 
ith you, as if particularly named. I have nothing more 
add, but to commend you all to God, and to the Word 
his Grace, which his able to build you up, and to 
ye you an Inheritance among all them that are ſancti. 
d. I am p 


Tour real Friend. 


MArraEW HENR. 


p. S. T wrote to Mr. Wilſon a Fortnight ago, but have 
ard nothing from him. 


his Letter you ſee was not deſigned by Mr. Henry to 
ommunicated to any, much leſs to be made thus pub- 
but tho he complains of writing in Confuſion, be- 
ndiſpoſed, I think it worth any ones Peruſal, as ft 
ains in it a Chain of great and good Principles, and 
ious Call to the neglected Duty of Chriſtian Converſe; 
may diſcern in it the Frame of his own Spirit, and 
t he had moſt at Heart in the Days of his Youth, and 
e midſt of that polite Conyerſation he then enjoyed; 
ay ſee how wile and faithful a Friend he was, and 
well worth the while it was to keep up a Correſpon- 
e with him. „ 1 
it Mr. Miſon, whom he mentions in the Poſtſcript, 
that dear and intimate Friend and Brother of his, and 
ſt ſay of mine too, that ſpent his four laſt Years at 
ick, Son to the learned and judicious Author of the 
iſes called Nehuſotan and Fudicium Diſcretionis, &c. 
7as not inferior to his Father either for Gifts or Graces, 
oft beautiful Mind and Temper in one of the moſt 
ly Perſons that I ever knew; bo was born in Cheſter 
me Year with Mr. Henry; he was educated at London 
Mr. Thomas Row; lived for ſome Time afterwards in 
hilip Henry's Houſe; was the firſt Miniſter of the 
yterian Denomination in Warwick; died of a Cone 
ion in his 32d Year, but did more Service for God 
he Souls of Men, in that ſhort Term of Life, than 
, even good Men, have done in twice that Number 
dars; and having laid ſuch a Foundation of ſerious 
> Religion 
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Bat tho' he bleſſed God for ſuch Helps, he complains - 
ry ſenſibly of the want of thoſe Opportunities he uſed to 


ye in his Father's Houſe, the heavenly Manna, as he of- 
calls it, his Broad-Oak Sabbaths, and expreſſes his ear- 


e Deſires to be reſtored to the Enjoyment of thoſe Pri- 
by eges, which had been more beneficial to his Soul, than 
yr y ching he met with in London, though he attended up- 


the beſt Men and Means that were then to be found. 1 

In the Month of June 1686, he came down from London — 
Broad-Oak, and ſtayed ſome Months in the Country, | 

d there he ſoon made it appear, that his Study of the Law, 

4 his London Converſation had not drawn his Heart away 

m the Study of the Scriptures, or his Defigns for the | 

iniſter; he now began to preach pretty often as a Candi 
e for that Work, and every where met with-great Ac- 

tation and Encouragement, rd 

About that Time it was that he went for ſome Days to 

zich, to that dear and intimate Friend of his Mr. 

Ne Uilidge, of whom mention has been already made; 
young Man (for he was then very young) was ſingled 

by divine Grace from his Father's Houſe, where he had 

enjoyed much Help for his Soul; he frequented the 

niſtry of Mr. Philip Henry, and very TS improved 


n a it; his Seriouſneſs and 'Zeal made him always very wel- i 
7 eat Broad-Oak, and procured him great Reſpect from x 
| the Family; he was very forward to promote Religion 


ong his Neighbours, after he had felt the Power of it in 
own Soul: He invited Mr. Henry to come and ſpend 
e Days with him at Nantwich, which he readily com- 
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Acd with, and preached every Night to a conſiderable Com- 
Fr WY 3. ſome Perſons that had lived very looſe and profli- 
* e Lives, attended through Curiofity, and were very 


ch ſtartled at what they heard. One Inſtance given is 
remarkable: Mr. Matthew Henry preached the laſt 
Fang from Fohn xxxvii. 22. Nith God is terrible Majeſty ; 
 liidge ſaw one Man there, that had been very notori- 
y wicked, and went the next Morning to his Houſe 
(ce what Impreſſions the Word had made, and found 
Man and his Wife all in Tears, the Man under great 
avictions of Sin, and Senſe of his miſerable State, the 
= | | Woman 
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wept to ſee her Husband weep; as ſoon as he could fp 
he told Mr. Illiage what Work the Word of God 
made in his Conſcience, and what dreadful Appreheniiog 
the Majeſty and of the Wrath of God he had been uni 
that Morning ; his.kind Neighbour pre him the beſt/ 
vice he could, told him, that notwithſtanding his dre 
Apprehenſion of his State, it was now more hopeful th 
ever, that he hoped theſe Tears and Trouble were int 
der to Comfort, but yet told him 17 the Danger th 
was, leſt his wicked Companions ſhould either entice j 
or reproach him into their Company and Ways again,; 
then his State would be worſe than before; this he en 
. Youred to warn him againſt, and prayed with him and 
him, and preſently ſent an account of it to Broad-Oah, 1 
deſired Directions from thence, how to deal with this 
convinced Sinner: The Man went on under a great 0 
cern about his eternal State, taught his Wife to read, { 
Prayer in his Family, went often with Mr. Illidge to In 
Oak, and after ſome Time was admitted to the Lord's 
per; there appeared a great Change in him; he would {a 
times ſpeak of 2 he felt in his Soul at the rea 
brance of what Go! lad Joan for him; thus it contin 
for ' ſome Years; his Wife in the mean Time died, 1 
appearance, a verypood Chriſtian ; heafterwards wasg 
451 very ſad Backſlidings, from which it does not apy 
he is recovered to this Day. His Soul's Friends lon 
= him remembring from whence he is fallen and re 
I ng, and doing his firſt Works; Chriſt was ſent for the! 
An for the Riſmg again of many in Iſrael. 

This Succeſs that God gave to young Mr. Henry's Pre 
ing, fully determined him to make it his Buſineſs | 
hencefor ward he omitted no opportunity that offered i 
of doing Good to Souls; and about this Time ſome occil 
led him to Cheſter, where the good People having heard 
him, invited him to preach to them in the Evening, 
Liberty being not yo granted; he readily conſented t 
and for two or three Evenings together he preach'd at 
Houſe of Mr. Henthorne the Sugar-Baker, and at two o 
Houſes; and then it was that he contracted an Acquaints 
with ſame of the moſt eminent Diſſenters in Cheſter, Wi 
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the Ground · work of his great Uſefulneſs among them 
ſo many Vear s. 3 ; 
This Specimen they had received of Mr. Matthew Henry's 
iſterial Gifts, made them earneſtly defirous to have 


OJ þ 
Ifo 
1 ung 


net ore two faithful aged Miniſters, Mr. Cook and Mr. Hall. 


ire Harvey, another Miniſter advanced in Years, ſtill lived 
ful Hong them, and preached very privately, but all thoſe 
e in : belonged to Mr. Cook and Mr. Hall had not joyned 


th him in conſtant Communion. - 

Some of theſe hearing that there was a Diſpoſition in the 
yernment to grant Indulgence to the Diſſenters,went over 
put the latter end of that Year to Broad-Oak, to ſolicite 
Matthew Heury, if Liberty ſhould be granted, to come 
| ſetrle among them; he was then in the 25 Year of 
Age, determined for the Miniſtry, and thought there 


er th 
ice þ 
in, a 
> EN 
and | 
Ah, ! 


lis g 
at the Voice of Providence in it; and having adviſed with 
„ ſet Father about it, he gave them ſome encouragment to 


dect a Compliance with their Deſire, always provided 


> Bri 
Harvey would give his Conlent to it, but at the fame 


I's) 
d {at 
ren 
ntin 
I, 10 
as 
apf 


long 


d muſt reſide there for ſome Months. 

They were willing to receive him upon his own Terms, 
{ in his own Time; he went up to London accordingly, 
th the only Son of his worthy Friend Mr. Hunt of 


Coventry met with the News, that there had been a 
at Fire at Grays Inn, where Mr. Henry had a Chamber, 
d in the ſame Place, Holborns Court, while the Gentle. 
en were at the Reyels; on which he writes from thence 
his Father, I pe the ſmall Effefs I have there are all 
but at his Arrival at London found, that by the Care 
his Chamber. Fellow moſt of them were ſaved. 
he firſt moſt material News he heard in London was, 
it the King had-impowered ſome Gentlemen to grant 
t Licenſes directed ro my Lords the Biſhops and their 
ticers, to the Judges, Juſtices, and all others whom it 
y concern, The Licenſes were to this effect, That the 
g Pleaſure is, that the ſeveral Perſons (named in a Sche- 
* annexed) be not proſecuted or moleſted, 1, For not N 
ö a 7 


> for their Miniſter, they having loſt about two Tears 


de told them, He was very ſpeedily to return to London, 


eatzon, they ſet out the 24% of Fanuary 1686-7, and 
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ters Meeting. Houſe in Moorfields, both Morning and / 
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the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy : Or 2. upon the Wilt 
rogative Writ for 201. a Month, or upon Outlawries, oH 
com. capiend. for the ſaid Cauſes: Or 3. for not comin e: 
Church: Or 4. for not receiving the Sacrament, Or 5. Wn 
reaſon of their Conviction for Recuſancy or Exerciſe of th 
Religion, a Command to ſtay Proceedings already begun 
any of the Cauſes aforeſaid. The Price of one of theſe 
cenſes was 101. for a ſingle Perſon, but if ſeveral joyn 
the Price was 16 J. and eight Perſons might joyn in tali 
- out one Licenſe. TY 55 
There were not very many Diſſenters that took out th 
Licenſes, but the Diſpoſition of the Court being ſufficin 
ly underſtood thereby, many of them began to mee: p 
lickly; in the latter end of February, Mr. Henry wi 
to his Father, That Mr. Faldo, a worthy Minifter of the 
gregational Perſwaſion, had preached publickly in Mr. Sd 


| Sernoon, to many hundreds of People, who were much ply 
at the reviving of the Work. 8 | 
Theſe Openings of a Door of Liberty, made Mr. H 
yy's Friends at Cheſter often put him in mind of their | 
pectations, and he was not leſs mindful of his Engigema 
to them, though ſometimes he had ſome Queſtioning; 
his own Mind, whether he had done wiſely in engai 
himſelf to them? And when his Reſolutions for the! 
niſtry were generally known in London, the Reverend: 
Learned Mr. Woodcoek came to him, and told him, Hen 
deſirous to engage him in a Leddure which was a ſetting 
chiefly for young Perſons; but he with Modeſty and Thi 
fulneis declined that Offer, and ſaid, He thought his Sen 
might be moſt wanted in the Country and might be more 
rabiò there than in or about the City. 

He now began ſerioufly to weigh the Buſineſs of 0! 
nation, and deſired the Counſel and Aſſiſtance of ſore | 
niſters about it, to whom he was beſt known; Mr. Tal 
Tias not then gone down again to Shrewsbury, and! 
James Owen was come up occafionally from Ofweſty 
London, and it was a great Comfort to him, that he! 
ſuch cordial Friends as they were, and Perſons that 
known him from his Childhood, to conſult with on 

| . 


* * 


be (con of ſo ſolemn a Nature, and he had all poſſible Eu- 
eri :gement from them to go on with his Deſign. 


nine acdreſſed himſelf to his Duty with all Ser ouſueſs. 1 


5. N mong his Papers a Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe, intended chief. 
Fr his own ule, about devoting one's ſelf to the Mini- 
gun from 1 Tim. iv. 15. Give thy ſelf wholly to them, in 
ele ch he ſtates the Nature and the ſeveral Parts of the 
joy iſterial Work, and what it is for a Man to give himſelf 
takt lly tO them, c 7816 ics, ro be wholly in them. 


k that he was taking upon him, he proceeds to enquire 


eig his own Soul, the Diſpoſitions and Deſigns of his 
et rt as to the Word of the Miniſtry ; and in this he was 
wil trick and particular, as one that was afraid of being 
he ired; this Paper bears the Title of Serious Self. Examina- 
r. A before Ordination; and it begins thus: 5 
nd That it is very requiſite for a Man to examine himſelf 
pla riouſly at ſuch a time, will readily be granted by thoſe 


at conſider the Nature of the Ordinance, and of that 
Fork into which it is a ſolemn Entrance. Fo 
arch me, O God, and know my Heart, try me and know 


emu 7 houghts, and ſee if there be any wicked Pay in me, 
ings g lead me in the Way everlaſting. 1 
1220088 It is worth the while for a Man at ſuch a time deli- 
he Mrately to ask himſelf, and having asked, conſcientiouſly 
nd anſwer the ſix following Queſtions. | . 
et 1. What am 7 > Ore 
ting This is a needful Queſtion, becauſe in Ordination I 
Tha ve up myſelf ro God in a particular manner, and will 


od accept the Torn, andthe Blind, andthe Lame? Sure-, 
no; the Sacrifice muſt be ſearch'd before it was offer'd, 


ruth of Grace be not perhaps neceſſary to the Eſſe of a 
liniſtry, (for Fudas himſelf was an Apoſtle) yet it is ne- 
ſlary to the bene eſſe, a Man cannot be a good Miniſter 
nd Without it, and therefore come, my Soul, let us enquire 


ven That am 1? and let the Enquiry be ſtrict and ſerious, for 


be Miſtake here is fatal. ; 
hat WW 7. Have I ever been inwardly convinc'd of the loſt 
h ond undone Condition in which I was born, that I was 
c —_ EE | : by 


1. Var kuss kenns 4 


laving thus counted the Coſt, and wiſely weighed the 


at it might be ſure to fit its end. Now thovgh' the 
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by Nature a Child. of Wrath, even as others? Did 1 
ſee my ſelf wallowing in my Blood, in a forlorn, 
* caſt, helpleſs State, loſt and ruin'd for ever wid 
r IE „ 5 
2. Was I ever deeply humbled before the Lord fo 
Original Sin that I was born in, and the numberlets Ag 
* Tranſgreſiions in Heart and Life that I have been guily 
* Hath Sin been bitter to my Soul, hath my Heart }; 
broken for it, and hath my Sorrow been of the right 
* hath the ſight of a broken Saviour broken my Hean 
+ 3. Have I ſincerely cloſed with the Lord Jeſus Chl 
© by atrue and lively Faith, taken him to be mine, and 
ſigned up my ſelf to him to be his? Have I accept 
< Chriſt upon Goſpel Terms, to be my Prince to rule, 
Saviour to {ave me? Have I renounc'd all others, and 
« ſolved to cleave to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let what 
come? Is Chriſt precious to me, is he dearer to me ii 
any thing in the World beſides? Could I be freely wil 
to part with all for Chriſt, and count every thing but 
© that I may win Chriſt? Os : 
4. Have Ia real hatred of every Sin, in my ſelf as wii 
as in others? Have I no beloved Luſt which I wal 
have ſpared, no darling Corruption which I would tu 
to remain unmortified? Doth Sin appear Sin in my E 
and can I fay with David, that 7 hate every falſe v 
Are the Remainders of indwelling Corruption a burt 
to me, do I long to be rid of Sin, are my Reſolut ions 
cere and myEndeayours ſerious againſt Sin, and all App 
rances of it, and that becauſe it is againſt God? 
5. Have I a real love to Holinels ? Do I preſs after 
and earneſtly deſire to be more holy, uſing holy Or 
nances for this end, that I may be made thereby mo 
and more holy? Am I fond of holy Ordinances and b 
People, and that becauſe they are holy? Have I an 
value for Holineſs where-ever I ſee it? Do I delight 
God's holy Word, and that becauſe it is holy? De 
call the holy Sabbath a delight, and that becauſe it is ho 
Do J love the Brethren becauſe they are holy, and lo 
them the better the more holy they are? Dol long to 
made perfect in Holineſs in that ogher World? 
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* To theſe weighty Queſtions my poor Soul (though 
compaſſed about with manifold Weakneſſes, Wants and 
Corruptions) doth, as in the Preſence of God, the Sear. 
cher of Hearts, give in 2 comfortable Anſwer; and if 
theſe be the Signs and Characters of true Grace, I truſt 


Amy Heart doth not deceive me, when it tells me, I have 
ui foe Sparks of it, though ſwimming in a Sea of Core 
rt rupꝛion: But who am 1, O Lord God, and what is my 
ht k Houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ? And yet as if 
Art! this had been but a ſmall thing, thou haſt ſpoken concerning 
Ch thy Servant for a great while yet to come; And is this ths 
and 7722177727 of Man, O Lord God?! 

pry Ouest. 2. What have I done? 


le WW This is allo a needful Queſtion, that ſearching and en 
and! awining what hath been miſs, I may repent of it, and 
at make even Reckonings in the Blood of Chriſt, that I may 
ne not come loaded with old Guilt to put on a new Cha- 
wil racter, eſpecially ſuch a Character as this; Aaron and 
but WF his Sons muſt offer a Sin- Offering to make Atonement 
before they be conſecrated, Lev. viii. 34+ For he that comes 


48 U near to God under the Guilt of Sin unrepented of, comes 
wal at his Peril, and the nearer the more dangerous. | 

d And therefore, O my Soul, what have I done? My 
y I Soul cannot but anſwer, I have ſinned, I have perverted 


2 Wi that which is right, and it hath not profited me. And in a 

jun ſerious Reflection I cannot but obſerve, 

ons 1. What a great deal of precious Time I have trifle® 

Ara away and miipent in Folly and Vanity, and Things that 
do not profit. Time is a precious Talent which my Ma» 

after ter hath entruſted me with, and yet how long bath iq 

! OF been buried, and how much hath it run waſte? | 


; mill 2. How many precious Opportunities, (which are the 
1d h Cream of Time) have I loft and not improved through 
a wy own Careleſneſs ; golden Seafons of Grace which B 


gu have enjoyed, but have let them ſlip, and been little bets 


Do ter'd by them; Sabbaths, Sermons, Sacraments that have 
ho come and gone, and left me as they found me; my Fruit 
1d l hath not been anſwerable to the Soil I have been planted 
to in. How often have I been ignorant under inlightnicg 

Means, hard and cold under ſoftening and warwin 
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50 The LIFE of 8 
* Ordinances, trifling and careleſs vrhen I have been de. 
ling with God about the Concerns of my Soul and Eter. FF 


© 3. How often have I broken my Covenants with God, 2 


2 my Engagements, Promiſes and Reſolutions of new and * 


' + thineſs, to former Pride, Paſſion and Worldlineſs, io ſoon Þeh 
have I forgot the Vows of God? | Y 


the worlſe for me, how little Good have I done, how li, 
* tle Light have I caſt in the Sphere wherein God hati 


« vain and light have I been many times in my Words and 
Carriage, going down the Stream of Folly with others, 


ſeldom hath my Speech been with Grace, and how often 

* with Corruption, not ſeaſoned with Salt? Y 
FF. In the general, how forgetful have I been of God 
and his Word, and of my Self and my Duty, and of the 
great Concernments ot my Soul and Eternity, living th 


« aye? | | 
Il I might mention many particular Miſcarriages which ||| 

have been guilty of in Heart and Life, and which ate 
* known to God and my own Heart; and yet after all 
* Who can underſtand his Errors? Cleanſe thou me, O God, 
* from my ſecret Sins; have Mercy upon me, O God, according 
© zo thy Loving kindneſs, and according to the multitudc if 
* thy tender Mercies, blot out all my Tranſgreſſions, for tit 
* ſake of the Lord my Righteouſneſs. „ 

4 eſt 3. From what Principles do I act in this Un- 
* dertaking? „ 185 | 
This is alſo a very material Enquiry in every Action, 
to ask whence it comes, eſpecially in ſo great a Turn o 
Life as this, | 7” "oo 


better Obedience, reſolved againſt this and that Sin, and! 
« yet fallen into it again, many a time returning te Fol, 
after God hath ſpoken Peace to me, and after | have po 
ken Promiſes to God; preſently after a Sacrament, how. 
have I return'd to former Vanity, Folly, Senſuality, Fro 


4. How unprofitable have I been in my Converſe will 4 ö 
* others, how few have been the better for me, how mam) 


placed me, how little have I been concern'd for the Soul 
of others, and how little uſeful have I been to them; how 


* when my Seriouſneſs might h4ye ſtemm'd the Tide, how t 


* much, as if I had no God to ſerye, and never a Soul ui 
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| 4 cerned it ſhould be ſo, for whatever is not of Faith is Sin; 
it is good for every Man that he be fully per ſwaded in his 


od, „ own Mind. Nov. : | 

and BY « 1, J am fully perſwaded that Jeſvs Chriſt, as King of 
and the Church, hath appointed and eſtabliſhed the Office of 
ly tue Miniſtry, to continue in a conſtant Succeſſion to the 
po- end of Time, for the Edification of the Church, and has 
ow promiſed to be with them always to the End of the World 
'10- o that the Office of the Miniſtry is no Human Invention 
00M put a Divine Inſtitution. | = 


2. I am fully perſwaded. that no Man ought to thruſt 
himſelf upon the Work of the Miniſtry, without a clear 
Call from God to it; not that we are to expect ſuch ex- 
raordinary Calls as the Apoſſles had, but the ordinary 
all by the Mediation of Miniſters, who, as ſuch, are 
| Wuthorizcd by Chriſt to trythe Abilities of thoſe that of- 
ov Bier themſelves to the Miniſtry; and if they find them fit, 
an hen to tet them apart to that Work in a ſolemn manner, 
hers, © the Impoſition of Hands, with Faſting and Prayer; and 
now What the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery is the 
ften 'T oſt regular way of Ordination, and moſt agreeable to 
Pcripture. f 

God 3. I bleſs God that I am pretty well ſatisfied with the 
f the Tlearneſs of my Call to the Work, though I cannot bur 
3 100 ge ſenſible of great Weakneſs and Inſufficiency for theſe 
ul to Things, yet J find that what Abilities God has been ple: = 
to give me (and let him have all the Glory) do evident- 
ich 1h look towards this Work, fo that if I be in any meaſure 


h ate £ ualified for any Service, it is for this; I find alſo mine 
r allen Inclination ſtrongly bent towards it, and that it hath 


God, en ſo ever ſince I knew any thing, and eſpecially I con- 
dig Wider, that I have been much excited and encouraged to 
ac of by divers, (both Miniſters and others) able, skilful and 
or th Withful, fit to judge, by whom wy Purpoſes have been 

uch confirm'd; all which goes a great way towards 


s Un- Me clearing of my Call; and the earneſt Invitation I have 


tely had ro ſtated Work in a particular Place, doth much 
lp to clear my Call to the Work in general. 
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* 2. I hope J can ſay, I act herein from a Principle 


g 
: true Zeal for the Glory of God, that this great thing i 
do as I ſhould do every thing to the Glory of God, thi 
+ my Light may ſhine, that Chriſt's Kingdom may bead, 
« vanced, the Power of Godlineſs kept up, the Word, 
Life held forth, by all which God is glorified ; the dei, | 
of my Soul is, that whether I live I may live to the L 
or whether I die I may die to the Lord, and that living ai : 
* dying I may be the Lord's. d 
3. I hope I can ſay, that I act herein from a Priaq | 
* ple of real Love to precious Souls, for the God of wi - 
* I would gladly ſpend and be ſpent; methinks I lotet , 
precious Souls of Men io well, that I would fain beg - 
* Inſtrument of convincing the Unconvinc'd, convert f 
the Unconverted, and building up Saints in Holineſs a x 
Comfort; I hope I know ſo much of the Worth of Soil ri 
that I ſhould think it a greater Happineſs to gain lM 5 
Soul to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, than to gain Moun a? 
*. of Silver and Gold to myſelf. : nu 
Aue. 4- What are the Ends that IT aim at in H. 
great Undertaking? \ | FT 
It is a common ſaying, that the End ſpecifies the Ac his 
on, and therefore it is of great conſequence to fix int 
right, that the Eye may be ſingle, for otherwiſe it i; ane 
evil Eye; a bye and baſe End will certainly ſpoil the as: 
ceptableneſs of the beſt Actions that can be performed Teſ 
Now what is the Mark T aim at in this great Turn WW: 
© wy Life, let Conſcience be faithful herein, and let love 
* Searcher of Hearts make me known to myſelf. 2 
* t+ Ithink I can ſay with Confidence that I do not aim 
fign to take up the Miniſtry as a Trade to live by, ot Sou 
* enrich myſelf by, out of the greedineſs of filthy Luci in +: 


no, I hope Taim at nothing but Souls, and if I gain tho 
though I ſhould loſe all my worldly Comforts by i wou 
* ſhallreckon myſelf to have made a good Bargain. ler G 
2. I think I can ſay with as much Aſſurance, that det 
Deſign is not to get myſelf a Name amongſt Men, © 
* be talk'd of in the World, as one that makes ſome hi 
* a Figure; no, that's a poor Buſineſs: If I have bu 
good Name with God, I think I have enough, theng 
4 0 
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enab] 
degie 
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ic (8 mong Men I be reviled, and have my Name trampled up- 
Jon as Mirein the Streets; I prefer the good Word of my 
2 Maſter far before the good Word of my Fellow-Servants, 
3. I can appeal to God, that I have no Deſign in the 
3 !caft to maintain a Party, or to keep up any Schiſmatical 
nes ration, my Heart riſes againſt the Thoughts of it, I hate 
T2 dividing Principles and Practices, and whatever others 
es arc, I am for Peace and Healing, and if my Blood would 
be ſufficient Balſam, I would gladly part with the laſt Drop 
aa of it, for the cloſing up of the bleeding Wounds of Dif- 
terences that are amongſt true Chriſtians ; Peace is ſuch 
ei a precious Jewel, that I would give any thing for it but 
WT Truth: Thoſe who are hot and bitter in their Contendings 
for or againſt little Things, and zealous in keeping up 
Names of iriſion and maintaining Parties, are of a Spi- 
"WS rit which I underſtand not, let not my Soul come into 
their Secret. ; 
My Ends then are according to my Principles, and 1 
humbly appeal to God concerning the Integrity of my 
Heart in them. 
13:ũVv That I deliberately piace the Glory of God as my 
"WY higheſt and ultimate End, and if I can be tut any ways 
"WT inſtrumental to promote that, I fhall gain my End and 
and have my Deſire, I do not deſign to preach myſelf, but 
as a faithful Friend of the Bridegroom, to preach Chriſt 
jeſus my Lord, as the Standard- Bearer among Ten Thou- 
nds; and if F can but bring People better to know, and 
bove, and honour Chriſt, T have what I deſign. 
2. That in order to the Glory of God, I do ſincerely 
aim at the Good of precious Souls. God is glorified when 
Souls are benefited, and gladly would I be inſtrumental 
in that bleſſed Work; I would not be a barren Tree in a 
Vineyard, cumbring the Ground, but by God's help L. 
would do ſome Good in the World, and I know no great- 
er Geod I: can be capable of than doing Good to Souls 3 
I defire to be an Inſtrument in God's Hand of ſoftning 


1, hard Hearts, quickning dead Hearts, humbling proud 
wy Hearts, comforting forrowful Hearts, and if I may be 
'C ob 


enabled to do this, 1 have what I would have; if God 
ceaies me this; and ſuffers _ to labour in yaio (though 
* "Bs 
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© I ſhould get Hundreds a Year by my Labour) it wou 


; 3 
. 
F 
8 
1 
4 7 . 
8 71 

8 


be the conſtant Grief and Trouble of my Soul, and if 
« do not gain Souls, I ſhall enjoy all my other Gains wil 
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| 
wi very little ſatisfaion; though even in that Caſe it wou 
| be ſome Comfort, that the Reward is not according i 
#1 the Succels, but according to the Faithfulneſs; but If, 
Jo riouſly profeſs it, if I could foreſee that my Minit: 
310 * would be wholly unprofitable, and that I ſhould be. 
* Inſtrument of Good to Souls, though in other reſpe&; | « 
might get enough by it, I would rather beg my Bre 
from Door to Door than undertake this great Work. 
© Oneſt. 5. What do I want? i Fi 
And what ſpe:ial Things am I now to defire of G0 e 
* the God of all Grace? When I know whither to go v 
Supplies, I am concerned to enquire what my Neceſſii ti 
are. The Requeſts I have to put to God are ſuch as the 
1. That he would fix and confirm and eftabliſh u 7 
Heart in my Dedication of myſelf to the Work of 1 to 
« Miniſtry ; my carnal Heart is ſometimes ready to ſug th 
to me, that I had better take ſome other Way of Livin ly 
that would be leſs toilſome and perilous, and more p 
« {ant and gainfol, and the Devil joins iſſue with my Heu be 
| and ſets before me the Profits and Preferments I mi ou 
« poſſibly have in another Way, and the Trouble and m. 
| * proach I am like to meet with in this Way, Now, WW th: 
1 © that my God would reſtrain the Tempter, and fatisfy nM Er 
15 in my Choice, and furniſh me with ſuitable Conde 
A» « rations with which to anſwer ſuch Suggeſtions; andi an: 
'S order thereunto, give me believing Views of Eterninf ao! 
it having deliberately devoted myſeif to the Work of In 
| Lord. keep it always in the Imagination of the Thoug hat 
fine" of my Heart, and eſtabliſh my Way before him. of! 
4 * 2, That he would in a ſpecial Manner be preſent wil 4 
„ me in the Ordinance of Dedication, filing my Heart wii and 
i ſuch an experimental Senſe of the Excellency of Chil to r 
: | | and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, as that I may hu wor 
TRY cCaule to remember it, by a good Token, as long as I l Sou 
li: | that he would manifeſt himſelf to me, mark me for hi * 
. * ſelf, and leave ſome Sign behind him in my Soul, t the 
jth | * may make it eyident God was there of a Truth ; that! 
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would give me a comfortable Earneſt of the Succeſs of 
my Miniſtry, by a ſignal owning of me in my Entrance 
1 U on it. : 
ou? ** That he would fit and qualify me for this great 
Work to which he is calling me; when Saul was anoint- 
cd King, God gave him another Heart, an Heart fit for 


8 
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for Miniſterial Work, filled with Miniſterial Gifts and 
EZ Graces. | | | 
1. Miniſterial Gifts; every good Gift comes from 2. 
* bove, and therefore I look upwards for Gifts of Know- 
leage in the Myſteries of Religion; Gifts of Utterance to 
explain and apply my ſelf to others, and to ſpeak the Word 
with Boldneſs; I have alſo need of Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion to order the Affairs of my Miniſtny. 

2, Miniſterial Graces ; Faith, Love to God and Souls, 
Zeal for God's Glory and Souls Good, Patience to do, to 
to ſuffer, and to wait, an inward Senſe of the Weight of 
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ly beg of God, ; = 

© 1, Sincerity, that I may be really as good as I ſeem to 
be, that inward Impreſſions may always be anſwerable to 
8 outward Expreſſions in all my Miniſtrations, that my Eye 


* 
8 
* ** 


d RR. may be ſingle, my Heart upright, and my Ends fix d. 
ww, ( _ I may not caſt the leaſt Glance at any lew, bye, baſe 
sfy n and. | 85 3 Fs 

ond 2. Humility ; that God would hide Pride from me, 


and cloath me with Humility, that I may ſee that I have 


I may never pleaſe myſelf with the Praiſes of Men, but 
hand up all the Praiſe to God; that the leaſt Workings 

of Pride and Conceitedneſs may be check'd in me. 

4. That God would open a Door of Opportunity to me, 

end make my Way plain before me, that the Call I have 

to my Work may be clear and ſatisfying, and that God 

— bleſs and ſucceed my Endeavours for the Good of 
ouls. | 

* Queſt, 6. What are my Purpoſes and Reſolutions for 

the future ? RY 


Kingſhip; I would fain have another Heart, an Heart fit 


the Thom I ſpeak of: Two Graces I do more eſpeciale 


aothing (except my Sins) but what I have received; that 
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* This is alfo a requiſite Enquiry, when I am to put os 
a new Character, and one fo Honourable ; What ſhall I 
do that I may walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith 1 
am called? 1 1 
1. I purpoſe and reſolve, by the Grace ot God, that!; 
* Will have no more to do with the unfruitful Works of #7, 
* Darkneſs, ſeeing it will net only be my Duty, as a Chi. 
* ftian, but my Office as a Miniſter to reprove them rather; . 
* Pride, Paſſion, Worldlineſs, Wantouneſs, Vanity, are Thing. 
© the Man of God muſt flee, 1 Tim. vi. 11. What have! 
. 6 
5 


to do any more with Idols? What have I to do any moni 

with Sin? By the Grace of God it ſhall not have Domi. 
nion over me; the Miniſterial Character will add a greu . 
Aggravation to every Sin, and therefore, o my S, | 
* ſtand in awe and ſm not. Wc c 
oi * 2, I purpoſe and reſolve that, by the Grace of Godt , 
| « I will abound more than ever in all manner of Go i. 
4 _ * pel Obedience, that I will ſtrive to be more humble, {Me | 
Wit * rious, and watchful and ſelf-deaying, and live more 2 0 
1 bove the World and the Things of it; that I will pi. B 
11. « with more Life, and read the Scriptures with more Case 
nh and not be ſlothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſe by 
9 ving the Lord; that I will abound in good Diſcourſe, «M fri 
WA I have Ability and Opportunity with Prudence; es in! 
#} | * deavouring as much as I can to adorn the Doctrine of G Di 
. | 8 my Saviour in all Things. 5 - w] 
\ 1 | 3. In particular, I reſolve in the Strength, Spirit the 
it * Grace of ſeſus Chriſt my Lord, to confider well and per the 
— 1 form my Ordination Vows, to hold faſt the Form of ſouni ſes) 
1 * Words which I have heard and received in Faith and Lou joy 
3 * which is in Chriſt Feſus, and never to let go any Truth wi! 
by | s whatever it coſt me, ever owning the Scripture as the pro 
1 * ly Rule of Faith and Practice. i 8 Zo 
f i * That I will wholly give up myſelf to the Work, auf . 
4 * employ all my Talents in the Service of God and Sou of t 
N | © with Seriouſneſs and Sedulity; that I will not only preach by! 
1 ö © but to the utmoſt of my Power defend the Truths of Gu Rig 
1 * againſt all Oppoſers, and do all J can to convince or i the 
40 ö lende Gainſayers. | = il; 
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hat I will endeavour to maintain not only Truth, but 
on Peace and Unity in the Church of God; that I will pa- 
Ul 7 « tiently bear and thankfully accept of the Admonitions of 
„i © my Brethren, and eſteem ſuch Smitings as an excellent 
Oil that hall not break my Head. 
ti + That if ever God ſhall call me to the Charge of a Fa- 
| of 12+ mily, I will walk before my Houſe in a perfect Way, 
rb with an upright Heart, not doubting but that then God 
eri will come unto me; my Houſe ſhall be a Bethel, where- 
ing ever I have a Tent, God ſhall have an Altar; and Fo«. 
ſhuas Reſolution fhall be mine, Whatever others do, I 
note and my Houſe will ſerve the Lord. | 
met That if ever God calls me to the Charge of a Flock, I 
re refolve, by his Grace, with all poſſible Diligence to lay 
i} out myſelf for the ſpiritual Good of thoſe over whom 
God ſhall ſet me; and that in Converſation I will endea- 
vour to be an Example to the Flock, going before them 
in the Way to Heaven, and will improve all the Intereſt 
EF I have, and all the Authority I may have, for the Honour 
of God, the Good of Souls, and the edifying the myſtical 
Body of Chriſt. X | | 
Whatever Oppoſition I may meet with in my Work, 
by the Grace of God I will not be terrified with it, nor 
frighted by the Winds and Clouds from Sowing and Reap- 
WE ing, but in the Strength of my God, go on in the midſt of 
Diſcouragements; and if God ſhall call me to Sufferings, 
which I promiſe to expect and count upon, I will, by 
t e the Grace of God, ſuffer chearfully and couragiouſly for 

the Truths and Ways of Chriſt, chuſing rather (with Mo- 
ſe,) to ſuffer Afflictions with the People F God, than to ex» 
je the Pleaſures of Sin, which are but for a Seaſon ; and I. 
will eſteem not only the Crown of Chriſt, but the Re- 
| proach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the Treaſures of- 
Egypt, having eſpect to the Recompence of Reward. 
* This is the &i france of what I promiſe in the Strength 
of the Spirit in re Grace of Chriſt; and having ſworn. 
by his Strength, I will perform it, that I will keep his 
Righteous A and the Lord keep it always in: 
the Imagination of the Thoughts of my Heart, and eſta» 
bliſn my Way before him. | 
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Behold the ſtrict and ſevere Scrutiny that Mr. Henny 
made into the State of his own Soul, before he would take? 
upon him the Office of the Miniſtry ; I have willingly tran. 
 fcribed it all, tho' ſomewhat large, becauſe I think it wor. 
thy of all Obſervation; it may be uſeful to convince and re. 
prove thoſe that have ruſhed into the Battle, without {uch 
ſolemn Preparation, and to guide thoſe that are putting o u 
the Harneſs Ez | 1 
It ſhews the high Thoughts Mr. Henry had of the Mi. P 
niſterial Office, and the humble Thoughts he had of him. th 
ſelf z with what Care and Caution, yea, what Fear and ou 
Trembling, he addreſſed himſelf to the Work; how tric v⸗ 
ly he examined his State towards God; how greatly be 
humbled himſelf for Sin, and yet he was never ſtained 4 
with the common Vanities and Follies of Youth, but hiſt 
Heart Sins were more humbling to him, and more lame 
ted by him than groſs Wickedneſs is by many others. 7 
You will doubtleſs be pleaſed to ſee how impartially he 
judges himſelf, and tries the Principles and Ends by whit 
bis Soul was governed in undertaking the great Work, and 
how comfortable a Teſtimony his good Conſcience gave uM 
tor him, and with what holy Reſolutions, not preſumilzh 
on his own Strength, but relying upon Divine Grace, lſ 
entered upon his Work, and what excellent Rules he la 
down to himſelf in the Diſcharge of it : 
If to begin well is the largeſt as well as firſt Step in exe 
ry Affair, we need not wonder that Mr. Matthew Henry i eeed 
much excelled in his Miniſterial Conduct, nothing leſs cou the 
be expected from ſuch an Entrance upon it. It is worti 
he while to compare his Prayers, his Purpoſes, and i 
| his Preparatory Endeavours, with his after BehaviouW 
Management and Succeſs, how happy an Agreement wi 
there between them; his Prayers were heard, the Purpoſa 
of his Heart were eſtabliſhed ; his humble Appeals to Go berty 
as to his Principles and Ends, were all ratified by Heaven cm 
the Sincerity of Soul made manifeſt ;. by the whole of tiffWclpe, 
future Life, God teſtified that he was wpright. God garifMReaſe 
him very uncommon Aſſiſtance in his Work, and very ofthe G 
common Succeſs; and though he ſought not Wealth at 
Bonzur, but like Solomen, chiefly inſiſted upon Religi Trial. 
80 | — _—_ = 
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FT wiſdom, God gave him that which he firſt ſought, and ad. 


y be ſuch Abatements, but he was dead long before this, and 
hic whether any that now filled the Sees had the ſame Lati- 
and tude, is more than I know, I was myſelf ordained the 
e u ſame Year, and tho' I was very kindly and preſſingly invi- 
nig ted to Conformity by the preſent learned and pious Dean 
„ hof Cheſter, and treated by him with. all the Candor and Ci= 
la vility of a Chriſtian, a Gentleman, and a Divine, yet he 
never gave the leaſt Intimation of any Abatements that E 
: might expect in the Terms of Conformity, but always pro- 
5ceeded in his Diſcourſe with. me upon the Lawfulneſs of 
dul the Terms by Law required. | 
Id is true, at this Time a Storm was manifeſtly. gathering 
Hover the Church of God in England, and it threatned to 
fall more immediately upon the Epiſcopal Churches, not- 
Frithſtanding they were eſtabliſned by Law. 

King James had now iſſued out a Declaration for Li - 
derty of Conſcience, the Biſhops were commanded. to re- 
commend, and order it to be read by the Clergy of their 
reſpective Dioceſes; this they refus d to do, and gave theiv {|| 

gu RNeaſons in a Petition to the King; for this Petition, which [] | 


he Government call'd a Libel, they were. proſecuted and“ 
1 2088 = the Tower, but bonourably acquitted upon thei> 1 
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ſry, but is by no means ſatisfied with the Terms of Con, 
may be had without any Oaths or Subſcriptions, —_— 


byters, as ſometime practiſed: among thoſe of that Per. 


looked upon therein as a Presbyter, in conjunction with 


© is ſufficiently vindicated by the Presbyterians in their 7 
_ © Divinum; but whether it be adviſeable or no? 


-* tled Law of the Land, and all other Ordinations caſſated 


be valid, and require Reord ination. And, 


< formity being aboliſhed, and the Unſcriptural Terms ta- 
„ ken away, Epiſcopal Ordination may qualify a Man for 


_ * pacitate him, rendring him unfit for Publick Service, 


In that Petition they declared themſelves willing to come Ni 
into a due Temper towards Proteſtant Diſſenters; and whe. 
ther at that Time Mr. Henry might have Intimation from 
thoſe Perſons of Diſtin&tion, with whom he converſe, 
that he miglit poſſibly be indulged in the Points he ſcru- 
pled, and have Epiſcopal Ordination without them, I can- 
got tell. | | 

However that was, I find he ſeriouſly conſidered the 
Cate, and ſtates it in the following Queſtion 

Que. Whether it be adviſeable for one that hath deyo. 
ted himſelf to the Service of God in the Work of the Mini- 


formity, to chuſe Ordination by Epiſcopal Hands (if it 


to the Form preſcribed) rather than Ordination by Pret- 


{wafion ? 
On this Caſe Mr. Henry thus reaſons : | 

* The Doubt is not whether Epiſcopal Ordination be 
« lawful, eſpecially conſidering that the Biſhop may be 


his Com-presbyters, and the Validity of ſuch Ord ination 


1. There is much to be ſaid on one Hand to prove it 
« adviſeable; as, | 
* x. That Epiſcopal Ordination is eſtabliſhed by the ſet. 


. 


and made void by the ſame Law. 

* 2. That the Presbyterians do agree Epifcopal Ordint- 
tion to be valid, and have never urged any Reordination 
in that Caſe; but the Epiſcopal Party generally deny Or- 
dination by Presby ters without a. conſecrated Bifhop to 


3. That the Time may come, when the Act of Uni- 


* Publick Service in the Church of Chrift, when Presbytc- 
tian Ordination will not qualify him, but altogether inca- 
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ſcience. . 
2. That which may be ſaid againſt it, as not adviſea- 
ple, rebus ſic ſtantibus, is this; 

1. It is a tacit owning of the Prelatical Power of Or- 
ainztion, which the Biſhops uſurp and claim as the ſa- 


the ered Prerogat ive of their Mitres, and will by no means 


allow to every Goſpel Presbyter; and doth not our Sub- 
vo. miſſion thereunto implicitly juſtify that Uſurpation? 


n- © 2. The pretended Faſts and too formal Prayers with, 


on-. which the Biſhops manage that ſolemn Service, render 


t 
os the Weight of that Work upon which Ordination is an 
ef Entrance. | 
er: z. The making of two diſtinct Orders of Deacons and 

Prieſts is certainly owned by ſubmitting to two diſtinct 

ordinations; a Scripture Deacon ſeems to be ordained to 
be eerve Tables, and not to give himſelf to the Word and 
be Prayer; and it is very hard for one, that is ſelf. devoted to 
ith che Miniſtry, to ſay that he thinks himſelf moved by the 
jon Holy Ghoſt to take upon him the Office of a Deacon. 
ru May this be got over by ſaying that A & is a Goſ- 

pel Miniſter, and one ordained to be ſo is a Miniſter to 
eit Hall Intents and Purpoſes, without Faith or Ordination; 

Ibut here are two Things ſtumble us. 
ſet. 1. The Ordainer intends it not ſo, as appears by the 
ted Form of Ordination. 

2. The Biſhops ordain the Deacons without any Pref 
in · {Wvters joining with him, which methinks is Unſcriptural. 
ion WW © 4- Ordination by Presbyters ſeems to me more regular 
Or. Nend conformable to Scripture, and more becoming one 
> to- that diſowns a Prelatical Power. | 

And tho* an Epiſcopus Preſes be willingly owned as 
Jni- Neonveniently neceſſary, eſpecially in Ordination, yes 
ta- auære whether one profeſſedly claiming to be Epiſcopus 
for I Frinceps, and acting as ſuch, challenging the ſole Power 
yte· Net Ordination Faure Divino, only in the Ordination of 


ca- Prieſts calling in the Aſſiſtance of Com. presbyters, who 


6 tys 
. | 


eithout at leaſt a tacit Renunciation of former Ordinati- 
oo, which will not eaſily go down with a tender Con- 


tit leſs comfortable to a ſerious honeſt Heart, that knows 


ice, ¶berein ſtand but for Cyphers, only to grace the Solemni- 
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ty; I fay, whether ſuch an one can be conſcientioy 


_ > © that Authority, why muſt the other be owned and ſubm 


but the Papiſts deny it in the Proteſtant Churches, th 


— 


mM LIFE © 


* owned as a Spiritual Father, and an Ordainer in Chi 
Name, by one that knows no ſuch Principality eſtabliſ 
by Chriſt the King of his Church? 

And perhaps the three Things which were urged! 


_ * forefor it, may be thus anſwered. on 


© To the 1ſt, That Epiſcopal Ordination is eftah]j 
by the Law of the Land; a knowing Chriſtian will M ou 
© anſwer, that ſufficeth-not to make it alone valid, and oo 
« inyalidate all others, eſpecially conſidering the Pradiy 
© of the beſt Reformed Churches; and that though (i 
Church is in the World, yet it is not of the World, 

* Beſides, the ſame Law thateſtabliſhed EpiſcopalOrdini 
on, eſtabliſhed the diſliked Oaths and Subſcriptions, a5t 
* Terms of it; and if thoſe be diſowned, notwiithſtandiu 


ted to for the ſake of that Authority? And by the impoſi 
Terms a juſt Meaſure may be taken ot the impoſing Poy 

To the 2d, That Presbyterians allow- Epiſcopal Ori 
nation, but the Epiſcopal Party diſown the Validity 6 
© Presbyterian Ordination, there is a Reply ready; . I. 
* this Argument is of no more Weight in this Cale, th 
that of the Papiſts-in a much greater; that the Prot 
* ſtants grant a poſſibility of Salvation in their Church 


more Uncharitable, Unchriſtian and Antichriſtian the 
And beſides, other Mens Judgments are not the Ruled 
my Practice, but let every Man be fully perſwaded 
his own Mind, and prove his own Work, fo ſhall he-hnt 
« rejoycing in himſelt alone, and not in another. 

* To the 3d, That Epiſcopal Ordination may open 
Door of Opportunity, when Presbyterian Ordinatia 
may ſhut and bolt it. Tae. has moſt Strength in it! 
direct in point of Prudence) this may be ſaid, That Du 
is ours, Events are God's. It is eaſy to ſay, this my 
© be, and it is as eaſie to ſay, twenty other things may vi 
but future Events are hid from us, and we know not whi 
© a Day may bring forih, many unexpected Changes bun 
been ſeen in a ſhort time. | | 
Who knows but the Day may come, when God mi 
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indicate the Honour of Presbyterian Ordination, and 
hen ſuch a Submiſſion to Epiſopal Ordination (by one 
2 other things otherwiſe minded, and when that which 
purer and better might be had) may be branded with 
he Name of Cowardile, and called mean, if not ſinful 
ompliance. | | | 
And if we mult look forward, ſuppoſing. the worlt 
hould come to the worſt, it is but being Hienced with 


ntiouf 
Chrif] 
abliſh! 


get 


abliſhe 
ill {on 


and (Wood Company; and. I am apt to think, a Man might 
10; Monfortable ſufſer for theſe two Truths, (though in all. 
2h tWrobability they will never ſtand alone to be ſuffered for,] 
{© 1, That Ordination by Presbyters is (though not the 


rding ly valid) yet the beſt, moſt ſcripturally regular, and 


as therefore the moſt eligible Ordination. | 
andu 2. That Jeſus Chriſt never meant to make any of his 
ubm liniſters really Prieſts, Sacerdotes, otherwile than Spiri- 
mpoleſva! Prieſts, as all Believers are; nor that he ever meant 
popael neceſſitate all his Miniſters to be Deacons, that is, but 


| OraMOverſcers of the Poor, or at beſt but half Miniſters at the 
lity rt. 3 
; 1 et may alſo be conſidered, how far the Integrity and 


Jprightneſs of the Heart, in acting herein, according to 
Light beſtowed after ſerious Conſideration and Prayer, 
may adminiſter matter of Comfort and Satisfaction in a 
Day of Suffering, the ſnarpeſt of which ſurely is a Day 


, thu 
Prot: 
irch 


s, th 
tbeſhof Silencing ; and if that ſhould. be the Iſſue of ir, Am- 
ulei e melech's Plea might be renewed, Surely in the Innocency 
led if ny Heart I did this; and it may be remembred, that 
e hu when paul was called to preach the Goſpel immediately, 


he conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood. . 
Mine Eyes are ever towards the Lord, ſhew me thy Way, 
O Lord, and lead me in a plain Path, becauſe of my Ob. 
vers. | April-28. 1687. 
Theſe were the Reaſons that determined Mr. Henry to 
ek for Ordination in the more deſpiſed way of the Preſ. 
terians; and accordingly having applied himſelf to thoſe 


pen 


them being very aged and very cautious, it was agreed, 
have all managed with great Privacy, and on the 9:74 of 
| wil the ſame Year, they met on this ſolemn 2 

910 h 3h, 71 2 


liniſters in London to whom he was beſt known, and ſume 
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the Ordainers as well as the Ordained are all dead, | 
therefore you cannot expect ſo particular an Accoun; 
the Work of that Day, only this is certain, it was a 80 
Day to the Church of God, and a good Service that y 
done that Day to the Souls of many; God had form'du 
faſhion'd MF. Henry before that Day for Temple Service, 
a choſen Veſſel fit for his Maſter's uſe; that Day God fh 
led. him, and ſent him forth to that Service, and thou 
(as we find now to our Sorrow) he was but an earthen y; 
ſel, yet a rich Treaſure was conveyed. by him to the 80 
of Men, and the Excellency of Power was of God and u 
of Man.. | ? 5 „„ 
Though the Privacy of his Ordination may have cn 
cealed many Things from us that would have been we 
worth our Knowledge, we have under his own Hand, h 
Theſis in Latin, and the Confeſſion of his Faith, which are1 
follow: I ſhall only give you the Heads of his Theſs, x 
ſome few Hints by which his Judgment in thoſe Pai 
may be diſcerned. It was upon the Queſtion, 


Au Juſtificemur Fide ab que operibus Legis ? A 


firmatur. 


C T rectè quidem affirmatur Apoſtolus enim ii 
| 4 bib ©» idem affirmat, imo & totidem ven. 
Rom. iii. 28. aoyiGomede e concludimus igitur, totd re! 

© trutinã Sanctuarii accuraiè perpencd x01 dxcufc3 oy wh 
| % Foy 20845 ig hL, huic aſſentiunt Reformati,oppugnit 

* Pleudo Catholici, Quorum Dogma de Juſtificatione ext 
_ © peribus Legis, przcipua pars myſterii Iniquitatis cenſe 
da eſt. honorem Chriſti quamplurimum lzdens, & Eva 

* gelii fundamenta penitus ſubvertens; Articulus ſtantis 6 

c. vel cadentis Eccleſiæ, quod juſtificamur Fide abſque op 
ribus Legis. | | | 

Expl. Fuſtificumur, id eft peccata noſtra remittuntul 

d& nos tanquam juſti habemur in Conſpettu Del. Þ 

* ſunt duz partes Juſtificationis quæ etſi nunquam fei 

« ſaparantur, in intellectu tamen ſeparari poſſunt. Ali. 

elt Perduellem à pathulo ſervare, aliud in fayorem red 


7 


Mr. MATTrHEW HENRV 65 


Juſtiſcumur Fide, tanquam Causa inſtrumentali, Juſtifi- 
tio hoc loco paſſive ſumitur, reſpectu illius qui juſtifica- 


220, 4 


COUnt 


* Saur, nam active ſampti, Deus juſtificat ex meri gratis 
r "Wropter Chriſti meritum, l ; 
rie. Abſque operibus Legis. Fides que juſtificat ab oper ibus 


on leparatur nam vera & viva Fides eſt 5} e&yarns 


70d f 1169/8 hn. Fides vero qua juſtificat ab operibus prorſus di- 


thou 
len e 
je Sou 
and U 


x Moralis etiam hoc loco excluduntur. 
« Hoc inquam aſſerit Apoſtolus, imo multis & validifſimis 
robat Argumentis quz ad quatuor capita reduci poſſunt. 


ve u. Argumenta ducit ab impoſſibili. Impoſſibile eſt ul- 


— | al. ii. 1 6. ; | : 2 
da Per legem eſt agnitio peccati ergo non juſtificatio à 
7 7 veccato, Lex ducit ad Chriſtum non ſtat in loco Chriſti. 


pon 2. Tex operatur iram, Rom. iv. 17, tam in cordibus no- 
tris penitus depravatis, quæ in vetitum nituntur & 
ſtiſſimè cietur. | 


punt ex operibus legis) maledictioni ſubjiciuntur, Gal, iii. 
10. Scriptum eſt enim maledictus quiſquis non manſerit 


n i" omnibus que ſcripta ſunt in libro legio ut faciat ea. 

rem 2. Argumentum ducit ab abſurdo, Gal. ii. 21. Si ju- 
zei lia fit ex Lege Chriſtus qogν, &7i0uy, fruſtra mortu- 
ee eſt. | f 


3. Argumenta ducit è veteri Teſtamento. / 


Nas 
* 1. Ab exemplo Abrahami, & in hoc argumento mul 
enlelltus elt, Rom. iv. 1. Gal. iii. 6. Abraham illuſtre & pra. 
Eyucarum opus præſtitit, patriam patriſque Domum, & om- 


nia ſua dereliquendo, juſſu Dei. Hoc tamen magnum 
licet & Deo gratum non imputatum eſt ei in juſtitiam. 
Credidit Deo, & hoc S airs eis d õ,ʃ n & gra · 
tia noſtri hoc Scriptum eſt 2g wine N a. 5 


nuf 
A Teftimonio Prophetarum. | | 
ep Davidis Pſal. xxxii. 1, 2. quod laudatur ab Apoſtolo, 


Row, iv. 6. 7. 8. 


kolo laudatur, Gal. iii. 11. & Rom. i. 7. Juſtus per Fidem 
: — | 1 vi- 


tinguiter, neque opera Legis Ceremonialis tantum ſed 


am Carnem ex operibus Legis juſtificari, Rom. iii. 20. 


ruurt, quam in ipſo Deo, cujus ira delictis noſtris ju - 


3. Qui ex operibus legis ſunt {id eſt qui juſtitiam qua- 


' 2, Prophetz Habaccuc, cap. ii. 4. quod etiam ab Apo- 
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© vivet, i. e. qui juſtus fit per fidem vivet vigebit vi, qua 


dum ille qui juſtitiam quærit ex operibus legis, morigMWwh 


4. Argumenta ducit à Fine, | | 
1. Ut patefacta fit juſtitia Dei, Rom. ii. 21. ut fit u nit) 


dir Tov on Tiozwws In : | out 
2. Ut diripiatur omnis Gloriationis Anſa, Rv, al 
* 27- quod non fit lege operum ſed lege fidei. Wo 


3. Ex fide eſt ut ſit ex Gratia, Rom. iv. 16. Si pet a 
pera non jam eſt gratia alioquin opus non jam eſſet q < / 

* 4+ Ex fide eft ut promiſſum certum foret, Rom, hol 
* 16. Sin vero juſtit ia fit ex operibus, omnia incerta eat f 
* & caduca, propter imbeciliitatem carnis & cor rupieh den 
Naturæ. TE 

F. Ex Fide eſt & non ex Lege, ut rata fit promiſſio off © / 


ni Semini Gentibus æque ac Judæis, Rom. iv. 16, ad vat 


* dzos pertinuit » youoJeoria, Rom. ix. 4» ergo ſi cx l the 
* fit juſtificatio ad eos ſolos pertineret; Unus Deus ell the 
quit Apoſtolus) qui & circumciſionem Fide & przputiuf Co 
: — fidem juſtificat, ubi forſan Sermonem var iat Apo o 
lus dicens Judzos juſtificari, 6x ie: Gentes vero 1 © : 
© This Tigzws, Rom, iil. 29. ut Ironice Judzorem tultitiah bat 
* perſtringeret, qui diſcrimen inter ſe & Gentes commini to 
* {cebantur, cum in negotio juſtificationis nihil prorſus i anc 
* ferentiz eſt, {ed q. d. ſiquis habebit differentiam, u 
* habeat quod ille e his e v æieſeus juſtificatur. the 

Aoyidoprdes 87 (cum Apoſtolo) Tio]: Y A to 


TOY Xe $2YAV Youre. 5 
His Confeſſion of Faith. 'y 

| and 
Cr | Relieve that there is a God, an incompreheniib of 
perfed Being, a Spirit infinite, eternal, unchangl © 4 

© able in Ins Being, Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juli ma, 
and Truth, having his Being of himſelf, and giving line 
© ing to all Things. 5 
I believe that the living and true God is but One. ni 
And that in the Unity of the Godhead there is a Try Ob 

* ty of Perſons, Father Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and ti 2 
6 of. 


theſe Three are but One God, the ſame in Subſtance, ( 
ut - « qf 


Mr. MaiTTHEw HENRx * 
qual in Power and Glory. This is a revealed Myſtery 
which I do believe, but cannot comprehend, 

I « 2, I believe that this God, who was God from Eter- 
nity, did in the beginning of Time, create, or make 
out of nothing, the World, the Heaven and Earth, and 
all Things vifible and inviſible, and this he did by the 
Word of his eternal Power, in the ſpace of fix Days, and 


Lem, | 


di per all very Good, 

et u © And that the ſame God doth by the ſame Power up- 
0, 8 hold and maintain the Creatures in that Being which he 
a cli at firſt gave them, by the conſtant concurrence of Provi- 


uptcl_ghſ dence, tor by him all Things ſubſiſt, from the higheſt 


Angel to the meaneſt Worm. 


(io And that this God in the Right of Creation and Preſer- 
ad ration, is the ſupreme abſolute Sovereign and Rector of 
*I the World, ruling and governing all his Creatures and all 
eſt [of their Actions, according to the wiſe, holy and eternal 
put Counſel ot his own Will, to the Praiſe and Glory of his 
Apo own Name, | 

*r0 © 2, I believe that God, as the Governour of the World, 
(tit hath given a Law to his rational Creatures, according 


mM mil 
ſus di 


to which they are to walk, in order to their glorifying 
and enjoying him. | 
And that to the preſent Sons of Men, the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament are given, as the only Rule 
to direct them both in Faith and Practice. 1 
* That this Book of Scripture was given by Inſpiration 
of God, holy Men ſpeaking and writing as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. ] 
And that this is the foundation of all revealed Religion, 
7 perfect ſufficient Rule of Direction to the Children 
ot Men. | „ 
* 4+ I believe that God made Man upright, in his own I- 
mage, confiſting in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and Hos» 
lineſs, with: Dominion over the inferiour Creatures. 
And that he made a Covenant of Works with him, pro- 
miſing Life, upon condition of a perfect and perpetual 
Obedience, threatning Death upon Diſobedience; and 
giving him a Command of Trial, Not to eat of the Tree 
f the Knowledge of Good and Evil upon pain of Death. , 
; e ; | | £s 5. 7 


Foy 
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5. I believe that Man being left to the Freedom of i; 
* own Will, at the inſtigation of the Devil, ſinn'd again 
God in cating the forbidden Fruit, and fo fell from h. 
* Eſtate of Holineſs and Happineſs ;. and he being a can 
mon Perſon, all his Poſterity fell with him into an 86 
of Sin and Miſery. 998 

That all the Sons of Men are born Children of 1), 
* bedience, wanting original Righteouſneſs, and unde 
Corruption of the whole Nature, Slaves to the Fl 
the World, and the Devil. | 

And conſequently Children of Wrath, obnoxious i 
the Juſtice of God, and the Condemnation of the Lay 
And that no Creature is able to deliver them out d 
this Condition. | : 
* © 6. That God having from all Eternity, of his me 
good pleaſure, elected a Remnant of Mankind to eie 
* laſting Life, did, in infinite Wiſdom, find out a way 
* fave and deliver them out of this finful and miſeravle [ 
* ſtate, and to bring them into a ſtate of Salvation; anl 
that was by giving his only begotten Son to be their i 
* deemer, who being God and one with the Father, a 
* cording to the determinate: Counſel of God, did, itt 
© fulnefs of Time, take upon him our Nature, a true Bog 
and reaſonable Soul, and became Man, being concein 
. * by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, and call 
- Js On, 
- © believe that this Jeſus was the true M2//iah, promi 
* to, and expected by the Patriarchs under the old Tei 
ment. i | | 
That he liv'da holy finleſs Life, and fulfil'd all Rigit 
t ouſneſs, being made under the Law; that he underwa 
* the Miſeries of this Life, the W:ath of God for our Sit 
and as a Sacrifice for Sin dy'd a curſed Death upon ti 
Croſs, thereby ſatisfying Divine Juſtice for the Sins 
Man, and ſo reconciling us to God, and bringing in 
*- everlaſting Righteouſnelſs. . 

That he was bury'd, and that having conquer'd Dei 
he role agaiu the third Day, and having commiſſion di 
* Apoſtles and Miniſters to preach the Goſpel to all ti 


*. World, he aſcended into Heaven, where he is and co 
| | F 2 tigt 
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tinues to be, God and Man, our prevailing Interceſſor 
with the Father, and the glorify'd Head over all things 
to the Church: In all this gloriouſſy executing the three 
preat Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and King. Fs | 
« 7, J believe that in Jeſus Chriſt there is a new Cove- 
nant of Grace made and publiſh'd in the Goſpel, the 
Tenor of which is, That all thoſe who in the ſight and 
ſenſe of their loſt and undone Condition by Nature come 
Ito ſeſus Chriſt, and truly repent of all their Sins, and 
heartily renounce the Devil, the World and the Fleſh, 
and all their own Righteouſneſs in point of Juſtification, 
and by a lively Faith cordially reſign themſelves to Jeſus 
Chriſt as their Prince and Saviour, covenanting to be 
his humble Servants, and ſerving him accordingly, (ſin- 
cerely though not perfectly) in all manner of Goſpel O- 
vedience, ſhall have all their Sins pardoned, their Peace 
made, their Perſons juſtify'd, their Natures ſanctify'd, 
and their Souls and Bodies eternally ſaved, 

« $, I believe that the Holy Spirit doth effectually apply 
he Redemption purchas'd by Chriſt to all the Ele&, by 
orking in them that which is required of them, con- 
vincing them of Sin, enlightning their Minds with the 
knowledge of Chriſt, renewing their Wills, and not only 
erſwading them, but powertully enabling them to em- 
brace Jeſus Chrift, as he is freely offer'd in the Goſpel. 
And that the ſame Spirit continues to dwell in them, 
and to work all their Works in them, weakning their 
Corrupticns, ftrengthning their Graces, guiding their 
Way, comforting their Souls, witneſſing their Adoption, 
enabling them more and more to die unto Sin, and to live 
unto Righteouſneſs, and keeping them faithtul and Red. 
Ir dul fat unto the End, | 
on toll © 9: 1 believe that all true Belivers make up one inviſible 
Sins oF anctify'd Church, which is the myſtical Body of Jeſus 
i Chriſt, recciving vital Influence from him as from their 
q Head, and having Communion in the ſame Spirit of Faith 
Den nd Love. 1 <0, 

d And that all thoſe who by Baptiſm outwardly profeſs 
all ti Faith in Chriſt, as the true Mefiah, make up the univerſal 
d co "ible Church of Chriſt on Earth, of which Jeſus Chriſt 
tin; 8 
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is the only ruling Head, and as ſuch hath inſtituted Ou] 
nances for Worſhip and Diſcipline, which are to be d 
ſerved and kept pure in particular Churches, and hath x 
pointed the ſtanding Office of a Goſpel Miniſtry, forty 
due Adminiſtration of thoſe Ordinances, to the Edike 
< tion of the Church, and hath promis'd to be with then 
always to the End of the World, | 
„ * 10. I believe that God hath appointed a Day in t 
which he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs by th 
Man whom he hath ordain'd, who will raiſe the Bodi 
J of all Men from the Grave, and judge them all accordiy 
to their Works, ſending the Wicked, Impenitent and bu 
© believers into everlaſting Puniſhment, and receiving ti 
© Righteous intc Life eternal, to be together for ever yi 
< the Lord. 
* And that then he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom to Gy 
© even the Father, that God may be all in all to Eternit, 


As the Caution of thoſe Reverend Miniſters that wer 
Mr. Henry's Ordainers, determin'd them to haye it dong 
with great Privacy, ſo for the lame Reaſon they did nd 
think fit to give him a Certificate in the uſual Form, bi 
only ſigned this brief Teſtimonial; | 3 


We whoſe Names ave ſubſcribed, are well aſſured that . 
Matthew Henry is an ordained Minifter of the Goſpel, 


e beg 

Sic Teſtor W. WIcxINs, {We 

"I Fran. Tallinn" 

May 9. Epw. LawRENC, 1 E 


1 NarH. VINc ENT, 
| | JAMES OwEN, 
RICH. STEEII. 14 


Mr. Henry accepted for the preſent ſuch a Certificate e W. 
they thought fit to give him, but afterwards when the! 
Fears were pretty well blownover, he was defirous to hart 
one more plain and full; and accordingly on the 17:6 
December 1702, the Reverend Mr. Tales drew up tl 
following Paper, ſigned by himſelf and Mr. James Own. 


Mr. MaTTHEWw Henry, 71 
whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, being two of thoſe ſix who. 
ribed a Certificate concerning the Ordination , Mr. 
bew Henry, May 9. 1687, do hereby certifie, That the 
| Certificate was drawn up ſo ſhort and general, becauſe of 
lificulty of the Times; but the true intent and meaning 
was, that the ſaid My. Matthew Henry, after due Ex. 
ation and Exerciſes performed with their Approbation, 
pow the ſaid gth of May 1687, at London, make a 
onfeſſion of his Faith, and ſolemn Dedication of himſelf 
Service of Chriſt in the Work of the 3 aud 
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rain thereupon, by Im poſition of Hands, with Faſting and 
gun, ordained and ſet apart to the Work and Office of 4 
12 th | Minifter, by thoſe whoſe Names are ſubſcribed with their 


T Wil 


Gol 


nity, 


nds to the ſaid Certificate. 
1 FRAN. TALLENTS. 
amber 17. 1702. JAMES OWN. 


the Date of this laſt Certificate it appears that Mr. 
bad been for many Years a Miniſter before it was 
1 vp, but luch was his care to have it made manifeſt 
„that he had not been gailty of an irregular Intruſi- 
to the Sacred Office, that he was glad to procure this 
diftinct and full Account of his manner of Entrance 
Wit. By this Time he had many Seals of his Miniſtry, 
a: Ma vniverfal Acceptance and Eſteem, and might with- 
anity have uſed the Words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. ili. 1. 
e begin again to commend our ſelves? or need we, as 
others, Epiſtles of Commendation to you, or Letters of 
rar endation from you? Ye are our Epiſtle written in our 
vc £20wn and read of all Men: Foraſmuch as ye are 
EN, ff declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, 
n not with Ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, 
Tables of Stone, but in fleſhly Tables of the Heart. 
otwithſtanding this great Seal of Heaven, he deſpiſed 
cate Me Witneſs of Chriſt's faithful Miniſters. | 
n the fomewhat remarkable, that the Reverend Mr. Steele 
to h be concerned in the Ordination of both Mr. Henrys, 
and Son; in the Life of Mr. Philip Henry you will 
bat in the Year 1657, Sept. 16. Mr. Steele was one 
own Ne that Ordained him at Prees in Shropſhire, —_ novo 
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| Door for him, according to the Requeſt he put up to 


of Reſt and Liberty was very pleaſant to them. 
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Popery, whenever it ſhould be impoſed upon the Ni 


almoſt 30 Years after he is concerned in the Ordinaty 
his Son; this Circumſtance mult be very pleaſing both ul 
ther and Son, and it could not be leſs pleaſing to Mr. 9 
himſelf, (that faithful excellent Preacher,) that he ſhe 
be employed under Chriſt in ſending out two ſuch y 
ſters into the Vineyard, ſuch a Father and ſuch a Sq; 
was the Honour of his younger Days to be appointe 
the Claſſis of Miniſters one of thoſe that ſhould lay E 
on Mr. Philip Henry, and ſure it muſt be the Comin 


his now far advanced Years, that he hac the opporty 


of doing the ſame Office for the Son; it was an inflang * 
the Goodneſs of God, which I doubt not all three rej 4 
in at that time. 5 4 
After this Solemnity was perfected, Mr. Matthew h * 
made all convenient haſte down into the Country; hej 


now well inſtructed, and had received full Powers for 
ckiſcharge of his Miniſtry, and his Heart was bent f 
We have already heard that the Winter before he ha 
ceived a very earneſt Invitation to come and ſettle at Ch 
and he had encouraged them to expect his Compliance) 
them, as ſoon as his Affairs would permit. 

And new the Providence of God had opened i 


when he was about to be ordained. The Rumour 
had been the Winter before of an Indulgence deff 
proved true, and it need not be concealed, that the l 
ters were generally very glad of it; thoſe in Chen 
been not alittle harraſſed of late Years, by ſevere Fine 
Impriſonments, though there was nothing found # 
them, except in the Matters of their God: the I'rolpt 


They were not ignorant, that the Deſign of the 
was in favour of Popery, but they conſider d that ( 
Thoughts are wot as Man's Thoughts; they knew the |: 
would be indulged, whether Proteſtant Diſſenters acc 
the Liberty or refuſed it; they were reſolyed for thei! 
parts to do every thing they ought to do for keeping 


they thought, the Preaching of Diſſenting Miniſters 
more effectually differve the Intereſts of Pope) 


Lt. 


7 « 
* 


ration 
th u 
Hr. K. 


eir silence could do; however, they knew a Neceſlity 
y upon them, and 2 Diſpenſation of the Goſpel was 
ommitted to them, and as they had gone on, as well as 


e thy hey could hitherto, - under all the Frowns_of the Govern- 
ch M ent, and even to the Loſs of their Goods and their per- 
Sou aal Liberty, they thought they were obliged to go on 
ntl: 11, and if the King thought fit to interpoſe and ſuffer 


Our, 


on '0 go up to Lendon, brought along with him the Wiſh- 


ew Mor al the People, and their Hopes that a wide Door 
be ou be opened unto him and effectual, tho' there were 
rs f any Adyerſaries, they let him know the Ice was already 
* token, and that they had defired his Friend Mr. 7, to 


reach to them till he came among them. 


jolpe! in that City, where God had caſt his Lot, and 
reatly bleſſed him for many Years; he now opened his 


doors and offered to his Neighbours the uſe of his Houſe 
p hr the Worſhip of God, which was large and commodi- 
but s; he received Mr. T. into his Houſe, gave him a moſt 
deiy ind Entertainment in every thing, treating him as it he 
he ad been his neareſt Relation. | 2 

e To his Houſe the People reſorted beyond all Expectati. 
Fah; they only met at firſt between the Hours of Publick 


'orſhip, moſt of them went to hear Dr. Fog and Dr. Han- 
ek, waoſe Miniſtry they valued and bleſſed God for; but 

Noon and again in the Evening, they flock'd to Mr. 
lenthorne s, and the Word of God was unto them Line up- 
n Line, Precept upon precept, here a little and there a 


P 2 : ; 
ny tle; their Numbers increaſed every Day, and ſome Time 
"hel tore Mr. Henry came, they found it neceſſary to provide 
— larger Place; here again Mr. Henthorne was ready to ſup- 


ly them, a pretty large Out. building, part of the Friery 
aich belonged to him, was pitch'd upon to be the Place; 
ey ſet to work on Monday Morning, and before the 
heek's end, they had it in that Forwardneſs that the next 
ND it was openet ... ʒñ;ö 
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one to hurt hem, they ſaw no reaſon to refuſe ſuch a fa- 
The Diſſenters in Cheſter ceaſed not to follow Mr. Henry 


th importunate Letters, to come over and help them as 
on as poſſible, and Mr. Anthony Henthorne having occa- 


Mr. Henthorne had been always forward to promote the 


* 2 
—— ͤur; — 


. 
5 
Hl 
9 
4 
6 1 
We 
423 
19 
4 
1 


4 
if 
| 
! 


"ow 


74 r 

It will eaſily be believed, this muſt raiſe the Spleen of 
ſome Men, and the Scorn and Contempt of others; but 
they went on, and God was pleaſed to countenance and 
encourage them by giving remarkable Succeſs to the Word 
many young Perſons were convinced of Sin, ſome we hope Nou 
were converted: The Miniſter that was upon the Spot, fel 
under a very threatning Illneſs, which he and others took 
to be a Conſumption, and yet he was but taken off his hor 
Work for one Day in ſeyeral Months, and then his Ab. 
ſence was abundantly ſupplied by that excellent Miniſter, oy 
Mr. 7ames Owen, whole Praiſe is in all the Churches; it 
pleaſed God to reſtore the other Miniſter to a good Met. 
ſure of Health, and having obtain'd Favour of the Lord, e c- 
he continues this Day, and has often placed that AMi&ion 
among the choiceſt of his Mercies, but ſees cauſe to lament Npun 
the Loſs of thoſe excellent Men that were the Friends an 
Companicns of kis younger Years, they now reſt fron 
their Labour, and their Works follow them. When M. 
Henry came down, the other gladly reſigned up the Work to Ir. 
him; he found every thing ready for him, and the Reſent- ſou 
ments of thoſe that were otherwiſe minded pretty well ad 
lay'd, and ever retained a ſincere reſpect for that Miniſter iſp tl 
that had ſerved in his Abſence. | 


. «WON — — - _ 5 b. 
CHAP; III. 


His Settlement at Cheſter, the agreeable Socith 
he met with there; his Marriage, firs au u. 
fecond ; his Children; the excellent Order anllffh:. ; 

Government of his Family ; ſome of the mot 

remarkable Providences relating to his Famih; 
his exemplary Relative Religion. 


R. Matthew Henry could not be more earneſtly 
peed at Cheſter, than he was now willing to % 
with them; accordingly, towards the latter cad of — 
| P 166 
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587. the ſame Month on which he was ordained, he 
ok his Leave of Lôndon, and made but a very ſhort Stay 


and Broad- Oak, for on the firſt of Tune Mr. Greg, Mr. Coker, 
ord; ir. Eall and ſome others came to meet him at his Father's 
hope MWouſe, and attended him to Cheſter; the Day following, 
fel Neing Ihurſday, was ſome Time before choſen to be the 
took Necture. Day, then he preached his firſt Sermon publickiy, 
f his om 1 Cor, it. 2. I determined to know nothing among yon, 


Lt Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crucified, I am a Witneſs of the 
py and Thankfulneſs with which they received him; it 
ay be truly ſaid they received him as an Angel of God; 
d ſo indeed he was a Meſſenger ſent from God to them; 
came to them in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of Chriſt, a 
reat Bleſling to many Souls in Cheſter and the Country 
und about. | | 

He found in that City a very agreeable Society, which 
nabled him to go on in his Work with greater Chearful- 
cls and Courage; he found among them an aged Miniſter, 


rould not promiſe to ſettle at Cheſter, till Mr. Harvey 


d the People, but to Mr. Henry himſelf; one of the firſk 
lilits that Mr. Henry made, was to Mr, Harvey, and it 
as before he preached his firſt Lecture Sermon, which 
s been mentioned; he deſired Mr. Harvey to be free with 
im, whether he was conſenting to his coming, aſſuring 
im if he was not, he would return to the Place from 
hence he came; Mr. Harvey told him he had conſented 
dit, believing there was Work enough in Cheſter for em 


ciet 
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r. Henry conſtantly attended, and always carried it to- 
vards Mr. Harvey as a Son to a Father, carefully avoidin 
very thing that might give any occaſion of Offence, an 
ways adviſed his Friends to ſhew all poſſible Regard to 
im, as to a faithtul Miniſter of Chriſt that had for many 
eus ſerved among them in the Goſpel, and had been a 
ly e ufferer for it, : 

to be 
N 
1687 


. 


lr. Hervey, a good Scholar and judicious Preacher; he 


ad declared his Conſent to it, which he did not only to 
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Mr. Harvey preached a Lecture on Tueſdays, on which 
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together Strangers to Mr. Henry before he came to lire; 
mong them, but now they came to be his very intimate fle. 
quaintance; ſome of theſe, as Alderman Mainwaring and Mr 
Vanbrugh, Father to Sir John Vanbrugh, were in Commu. 
nion with the Church of England, but they heard Mr. Hen. 
1 on the Week-day Lectures, and alway treated him with 
great and ſincere Reſpect. 

Others there were that had all along profeſſed them. 
ſelves Diſſenters, tho* with great Moderation and jult f. 
ſteem to the good Men that were of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
The Chief of theſe were George Booth, Eſq; an eminent 
Lawyer and near Relation to the Earl of Harrington; l. 


_ chard Kenrich, Eſq; a Gentleman of very good Senſe, ple. i 


fant and inſtructive Converſation, and truly Religious, hap. 
py in his Yoke-fellow and Children, a true Lover of Mr, 
Henry's Miniſtry, which God made very uſetul to him, and 
many Branches of that worthy Family bleſs God for him, 
and i believe will do ſo to Eternity; John Hunt, Eig; your: 
ger Brother to Mr. Hunt of Boreatton, walking in the ſame 
Spirit and Way with that honoured Family from which be 
was deſcended, and always Mr. Heury's faithful and pry 
dent Friend. But there was not any one in whom Mr, 
Henry promiſed himſelf more Comfort, than Edward Gry, 
Eſq; a moſt exemplary Perſon for Meekneſs, Humility, and 
ſerious Godlineſs, one that had a good report of all Men; 


be had been very inftrumental in Mr. Henry's coming b 


Cheſter, and was his Fidus Achates, as he called him; but 
- after about two Years ſpent berween them in the moſt in. 
timate and endearing Friendſhip, God tock him away to! 
berter World. Mr. Pkilip Henry in his Diary takes particu 
lar Notice of the Death of this good Gentleman, of whon 
he ſays, He was a worthy Gentleman indeed, he died in tit 
midſt of his Days, he feared God greatly, was eminently f 
ive and uſeful in ſettling my Son at Cheſter, and a gun 
Encourager of him; the Lord is pulling down our Earth 
Props from under us, that we might lean and truſt to himfel 
Alone. | 6 3 : AN 

Beſides theſe, Mr, Henry met with many kind and valuable 
Friends among the principal TradeſmeninChefeer; I find thei 
Names ſo often mentioned with great Reſpect in his oY 


Mr, MATTHEW 


that I think 1 ought not to conceal it here, how much Com- 
fort and Satisfaction he had in the Society and Converſation 
of Mr. Anthony Henthorne, Mr. Sam. Kirk, Mr. Tho, Ro- 
binſon, Mr. F ohn Hulton, and ſeveral others; but I muſt 


nu-reſtrain myielf, my only Defign is to let the World ſee, 


en. how fair an Opportunity God gave Mr. Henry at his En- 


ith WW trance upon his Work, both of doing and getting Go od, 


and how great Encouragement he had chearfully to go on 
em. with it, a wide Door was open and effectual, and if there 
E. WM were many Ad ver ſarſes, there were many Friends, and 
cl. Wi thoſe as diſcreet and faithful as moſt Miniſters have been 
ent WM faroured with. 3 1 5 
kW That which till added to the Comfort of Mr. Henry's 
ez. Nettlement there was, that in a little Time Three of his 
hap iſters hid their Lot caſt in that City, much to his Satis- 
faction and to their own; ſince the Providence of God had 
removed them from their Father's Houſe, nothing could 
be more pleaſing to them, than to be placed under their 
Brother's Miniſtry. 5 . 
Mr. Radford and Mr. Hulton (who had married the two 


1 he ounger) were born in Chefter, had lived there from their 
pru· ¶ Unfancy, and were betimes taken Notice of for their Seri- 
Mr. Buſncls and Diligence in the Concerns of their Souls; Dr. 
0% en, who married the ſecond Siſter, removed from 
and hitchurch to Cheſter, and fell into very good Buſineſs and 
MenzReputation there, but God took him away before he could 
1g oe {aid to be in the midſt of his Days, and yet he was found 
; buhheth ready and willing to die. | 
ſt in The eldeſt Sitter alone was ſeparated from them, being 
y toi verried to Mr. Savage of Wrenbury in Cheſhire, and yet not 
tici · ¶ far diſtant, but that they had the Opportunity of frequent- 
boa meeting both at their own and their Father's Houſe, 
„ ad always with ſincere Affection and to mutual Comfort. 
h Mr. Henry's Siſters were a Comfort and Credit to him, 
gre chaviog themſelves with that Meekneſs of Religious Wiſ⸗ 
27100 rom that gained them univerſal Reſpect. 
imſef But it pleaſed that God whom he ſerved with his Spirit 

u the Goſpel of his Son, to be providing for him farther 
luabeſWOomfort and Encouragement; he was now in ſtated Em- 
f their Wioyment, in a' very agreeable Situation, ſurrounded with 
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very good Friends, the Congregation growing, Liberty 
'Eontinued, and there was ſcarcely any thing farther, thy 
any one could wiſh for him, but a ſuitable Voke-· fellow u 
be the Partner of his Cares and Comforts, 
le had heard before he left London, that Mr. John Hay. 
ware, who had married a Daughter of Mr. Hunt of Bon 
atton, had an only Siſter that was very much eſteemed for 
the Comelineſs of her Perſon, and her excellent Qualifi- 
tions; her Brother's marrying into the Boreatton Family, 
had given her the Opportunity of being acquainted with 
Mr. Philip Henry, and all the Family at Broad-Oak; ſhe of. 
ten heard them ſpeak at Boreatton of young Mr, Henry, us 
der a very recommending Character; ſhe was pleaſed i 
_ converfing with his Siſters, and every thing prepared he 
to receive a favourable Opinion of him. 
At his coming to Chefter, they ſoon had an Opporturiy 
of ſeeing each other, and in a little Time Mr, Henry tol 
ſome of his Friends what he had in his Defires, but he v. 
apprehenſive ſome Difficulties might lie in his Way; hi 
Friends were very much pleaſed with bis Deſign, and rea 
dily promiſed to do him all the Service that lay in the 
Power; this Propoſal was ſoon made to Mrs. Katheri 
Hardware's Relations; the Father and Brother very read) 
and generouſly gave into it, but the Mother, tho inferi 
to none of them in Wiſdom, could not fo readily appror 
oft. : - | ; 305 
She conſidered ſhe was their only Daughter, they . 
able to give her a good Portion, ſhe had every thing in h 
that was recommending, ſeveral Gentlemen of much! 
ger Eſtates, had defired to make their Addreſſes to herz f 
was afraid the World would ſay they had not taken {ut 
cient Care of their Daughter, but rather facrificed her 
the Intereſt of a Party; ſuch Scruples as theſe perplexedi 
Mother's Mind, ſhe valued Mr, Henry as much as any o 
me valued him as a Miniſter and as a Friend, but 
| thought it was their Duty to make better Proviſion for ili 
| Daughter, as to the World; ſhe knew the Miniſtry, es 
N cially of the Non- conformiſts was very much deſpiſed, ti 
Liberty was precarious; if Perſecution ſhould ariſe, 
_ © queſtiou'd whether her Daughter would have * | 
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Patience enough to encounter with it, having been tenderly 


brought up, and every were treated with Reſpect and Ho- 


nour; and if ſhe could not ſtoop to the Croſs, ſhe conſidered 
it would be a great addition to Mr. Henry's. Troubles, in a 
Time when he would have moſt need of Comfort. 
I ſpeak not theſe Things by Conjecture, they were the 
Objections which I heard her make to this Propoſal, and 
which I and ſome others endeavoured to anſwer as well as 


we could: After ſome Time, her Thoughts took a turn 
more favourable to Mr. Henry's Deſign, his Friends were 
importunate, the Father and Brother well ſatisfied, he him. 


ſelf ated in it with all Diſcretionand Decency; the Daugł- 


ter did not diſſemble the Reſpect ſhe had for him, as a-wiſe 
and good Man, and of an excellent Temper, ſhe loved Re- 


ligion and the Miniſtry; theſe Things facilitated the Affair, 
her Mother conſented to it, and her Father gave her to Mr. 
Henry in Marriage, and in her gave him a very great Bleſ- 
ling / though it was not of long Continuance. : 
Mr, Henry's good Father and Mother were greatly pleaſed 


with their Son's Choice, and the Change of his Conditiun ; 


when theſe two Families came together, it was ſoon re- 


membred, that there had been once a Motion made be- | 


tween Mr, Hardware the Father, and Mrs. Henry, then Mrs. 
Katherine Matthews, Mr. Maithew Henry's Mother; and 
they could not but obſerve, that tho the Providence of God 


did not permit that Propoſal to take effect, but choſe very 
well for both of them elſewhere, yet that now it ſhould be 


ſo ordered that their Children ſhould marry together, and 


their Families now be ſo ſtrictly allied to each other, ſo many 


Tears after an Alliance was firſt intended. LE) f 
Upon this Marriage Mrs. Henry's Father and Mother re. 


moved from their Houſe at Mold ſworth, and came to lire 


at Cheſter; I think they were the Houſe keepers, and Mr. 


Matthew Henry and their Daughter boarded with them 3 
then it was that they had a better Opportunity of jadging 


how they had beſtowed their Daughter, and when they ſava 
ſo much of Mr. Henry's pious and pleaſant Converſation, 


his excellent Temper and great Diligence and Prudence, 


they were far from repenting what they had done, fo far, 


that to my certain Knowledge Mrs, Hardware 1 re- 


D 4. 


at 
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flected upon herſelf, for oppoſing it ſo much as ſhe had 
done; ſhe was now ſenſible of the great Helps, both ſhe 
and her Husband in their declining Years had for their 
Souls, by their Son Henry's Expoſitions, Sermons and Pray. 
ers, both in Publick and in the Family; ſhe admired the 
Goodneſs of God that had choſen ſuch a Lot for herſelf and 
Hers, that had over-ruled her own Inclinations, and done 
Jo much better for herſelt and her Child, than ſhe ſhould 
have done had it been left to herſelf; ſhe faid ſhe wasnow 
convinced it was Pride and Covetouſneſs that were then 
working in her, though at that Time ſhe did not think ſo 
her own Thoughts were now ſevere upon her, and it was 
become now a much harder thing to reconcile her to her. 
yy + than before it had been to reconcile her to that Pro. 
This happy Couple had not lived together above a Yer 
and a half, before it pleaſed God to part them; Mrs, Henry 
Was ſeized in Child-bed with the Small-Pox, the Child was 
ſpared, but the Mother taken aways it was on the 14th of 
February 168 9, that God put the Faith and Patience of Mr, 
Henry upon this ſevere Trial: I then lived about eighteen 
Miles from him, and bad the ſad News early ſent me, and 
immediately refolved to go and mourn with-him, and 
Torrowful Family I there found; the Mother ſeemed to 
me to bear the Affliction with the moſt compoſed Mind; 
cnc then preſent told me, this good Gentlewoman was as 
much as any overwhelmed with Grief when ſhe faw her 
dear Child was dead, but in about half an Hour's Time 
the check'd herſelf with theſe Words, It is the Lord, I have 
done, I have done, I will not repine, and then endeavoured 


ro comfort others; then it was that the again reflected up. 


on herſelf for not conſenting more freeiy to that Match, 
and faid, God that knew how long ber Child was to live, had 
brought her into that Family te prepare her for Heaven. 
The firſt Word Mr. Henry ſpoke to me on this Occaſion 
with many Tears, was, I know nothing could ſupport 
me under ſuch a Loſs as this; but the good Hope I have that 


— I — 


n See Mx. Philip Henry's Life, p. 141. 
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ſhe is gone 70 Heaven, and that in a little Time I ſhall follow 
her thither. . 5 | 2 | 2 


It was no ſmall Alleyiation of Mr. Henry's Grief, that 


God had ſpared the Child; that, while the Root was dried 
up beneath, the Branch was not broken off from above. 


Mr. Philip Henry came to viſit his Son on this {ad Occafion, 


and baptized in publick his Daughter Katherine ;- nothing, 


could be more ſolemn. or affecting than that Adminiſtrati- 


on; Mr. Matthew Henry preſented his Child to Baptiſng,, 
made a Conteſſion of his Faith, renewed his Covenant, an 


in the moſt melting and tender manner added, Altho' my 


Houſe be not now ſo with God, yet he hath made with me an 

everlaſting Covenant ordered in all Things and ſure, and this 

is all my Salvation and all my Deſire, although he make me 

nit grow; and according to the Tenour of this Covenant, I 

offer up this my Child to the great God, à Plant out of à dry 

Ground, deſiring it may be implanted into Chriſt, epc, Every 

ones Heart was full on this Occaſion, and few dry Eyes in 
that great Congregation ;; they felt his Affliction as their 

OoWhle od oa 5 I > 

This Daughter God had ſtill ſpared, tho' often in danger- 


| of Death; ſhe has been for ſome Time married to Mr. Mit- 


tar, the Son of a religious and wealthy Citizen; and may 
the God of their Fathers be their God, and the Grace and: 
Bleſſings of the Covenant their Portion. and Inheritance. 


Tho this was a very ſhocking Affliction to Mr. Henry, 


yet God ſtrengthned his Heart and his Hands, and he went 
on with his Work with his uſual Diligence and Livelineſs; 
his Father and Mother Hardware ſtill continued with him, 
and ſhewed the greateſt Tenderneſs for him, now he was 
more than ever endeared to them, they lived together with 
much Comfort and cordial Affection. After ſome Time, 
Mrs. Hardware herſelf put him upon the Thoughts of a. 
ſecond Marriage, and was deſirous that he might make an- 
other of her Relations happy; the youngeſt Daughter of 


Robert Warburton, Elq; of Grange, was the Perſon their 


Thoughts were ſet upon; that Family was judged by Mr. 
Henry's Friends the moſt ſuitable for Mr. Henry to marry; 
into; and that Perſon the moſt ſuitable in the Family. 


1 lie. 
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3 Th LIFE 


The Family of Grange was very eminent for Religion; 
Mr. Marburton's Father was that learned and religious Gen. 
tleman, Peter Warburton, Eſq; Serjeant at Law, and one of 
the Judges of the Common-Pleas, a Perſon of eminent 
Wiſdom and Integrity, who choſe for his Motto Chrift i 
tbe Chriſtian's All; which being deeply inſcribed in his 
Heart, was put up in almoſt every Room in his Houſe 
and ordered to be engraven upon the Rings given at his 
| Funeral, © | ; 2 8 
ite was a younger Branch of the ancient and honourable 
Warburtons of Arely, Baronets, who were originally of the 
Name of Dutton; but upon their being poſſeſs'd of the 
Lordſhip of Warburton, Areley, and many other fiir Lord. 
Mips in Cheſfire, took the Name of Warburton, and bare 
fil] their principal Seat at Areley, where they live in Plen. 
ty and Honour. | Ng git 
This religious Judge Warburton, of Helperſtone Grange, 
ffor ſo I find it called) confiderably improved both the E. 
Nate and Virtue of the Family, and his Son (whoſe Daugb | 
ger Mr. Henry married) built upon that good. Foundaticn; | 
he was the third Son, but the two eldeſt died in their lu. 
fancy; he married Elizabeth the Daughter of Alderman 
Barkley of the City of London, a very ſtrict and ſerious 
Thriftian : Mr Warburton was a Gentleman that great) 
affected Retirement and Privacy, eſpecially in the latter ; 
Part of his Life; the Bible, and Mr. Baxter's Saints Ever. ; 
Laſting Reſt uſed to lie daily before him on the Table in his ö 
6 


Parlour; he ſpent the greateſt Part of his Time in Reading 
and Prayer; his Houſe was a little Sanctuary to the Silen- 
ced Miniſters and thoſe that adhered to them; the Caui MI 
of Non-conformity he fully approv d, and never deſerted F 


Ait to his Dying Day. . t 
F The Reverend Mr. Hemy Newcome of Mancheſter, tlut Wl e 
Prince of Preachers, that did truly dominari in Cancionitu WW *! 
was as much eſteemed at Grange, as Mr. Philip Henry wal fe 
at Boreatton; he had his frequent Times of coming to then, 


Preaching and adminiſtring the Lord's Supper in the F- 
mily; his Miniſtry was very pleaſant and profitable to them, 
indeed it was ſo to all that knew him; he was brought h) 
the good Providence of God, when-young, into that * 


&- 


q : . ges Dr, Calamy's Abridgment. 
(a) See his Funeral-Sermon, preached by Mr. Chorlton. - 
with a Preface by Mr. Howe — 363 9:27 wa 


* 


of England, being as I take it born in Northamptonſhire, 


| where that County borders upon Huntingdonſhire. Ne 
married into the Famiiy of the Mainwarings of Caringham, . 


was firſt Miniſter of Goaſtree, then at Goſworth, from 
thence he was invited to Manchefter to be an Aſſiſtant to 
Mr. Heyrick,, a Miniſter of genteel Extract and great Lears- 
ning; God made Mr. Newcome one of the greateſt Bleſſings - 


to that Town, and the Country round about, that ever 
came into it; I never heard of one more ſucceſsful in Con- 


yerfien Work; his Perſon and Behaviour, his ſweet Tem · 
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per, admirable Senſe and unaffe&ed Fiety and Humility, . Wi 


recommended him every where; * the Great Men cour- 


ted his Acquaintance, and he was a. moſt.cordial Friend 


to the meaneſt Chriſtian. 41 


The firſt Lord Delamer was his great Friend, and his- 


Son, the late Earl of Warrington.(that noble Patriot) and 
his Lady had a ſincere Reſpect for him; but there was no 
Family in Cheſhire where he was more heartily welcome 
and better pleaſed than at Grange; (a) they looked on him 
as their Paſtor in Times of Reſtraint, and he continued his 
Viſits to them, and Affection for them to the laſt. 
I have Reaſon to believe, he was conſulted in the Pro- 

poſal made by Mr. Henry, for by the Diary of Mr. Philip Hen 


17, I find it recorded, That on the 28th of April 1690, he 


was with his Son at Cheſter, and there had the Sat isfacti. 
cn of meeting with Mr. Newcome of Mancheſter, by whoſe 
Company he owns he was very much refreſh'd, and pre- 


ently takes notice of his Son's Motion to Mrs, Mary Har-. 
burton, as that which he hoped was of the Lord.. 


They were married July 8. the fame Year, at Grange, Mr. 


Henry's Father and Mother both preſent, greatly pleaſed with 


2 
VIE 1 ” „ ” . "4 _ nt 
— 2 n — — 
28 r AN. Ne 0 i + 
Ay — r 
| > 


their Acquaintance with ſo worthy a Family, and their Rela= 


tion to it; atter ſome Days ſpent, they went to Chefter with 1 


their Son and Daughter, and having left them there in Come 


fort, returned to their own Habitation at Broad. Oał, bleſſing ä 


, ” as — — 3 
* * 


* 


God that had thus filled up the former Breach, and reſto- 
red to their Son the Honour and Comfort of that State and 


and Ejaculations. 


| 
1 


| 


— 
FE 


Relation, which through the Goodneſs of God hath pro- 


ved a real and great Bleſſing to both Sides. 


His Father and Mother Hardware having, according to 


their Deſire, ſeen him thus ſettled again, choſe to retire a0 
an Eſtate they had at Bromborough- Court in Wirral, leaving 


to him now the Care of the Family, which they had whol- 
ly taken upon themſelves before. | 

Being now the Head of a Family, he began to keep a 
Diary ot all the Remarkable Paſſages of Providence that 
occur'd to him; he had not been a negligeat Obſerver of 


Divine Conduct before this Time, but his Obſeryaricns 


were general, and committed to looſe. Papers; but from 


this Time they were more ſtrictly made and faithfully re- 


* 


corded, and he continued this Practice to the laſt. 


His Diary takes Date November 9, 1690, on a Sabbath. 
Day, which he begins thus; This Day I concluded my 
> Subject of redeeming Time, from Epheſians v. 16. and a- 
* mong other Things, directed as very uſeful to keep 4 


ſhort Account every Night how the Day has been ſpent; 
this will diſcover what are the Thieves of our Time, and 


will ſnew us what Progreſs we make in Holineſs; and 

*.now why ſhould not I make the Experiment? | _ 
His Diary contains only ſhort Hints, except it be on ſome 

ſpecial Occaſions; there you may ſee where he was every 


Day, what Viſits he received as well as. made; how often 


ke preached, and from what Texts; there he records the 
Providences of God towards his Family and Friends, their 
.Mercies and their Afflictions, even as if they were his own; 


any uncommon Events; the State of Publick Affairs, with 


oder and judicious Remarks upon them; the Books that 
he read, the Journeys that he took, the Frame of his own 
Spirit, ec: the whole interſperſed with humble Reflections 


My Buſineſs now being to ſhew his Family Conduct and 


Relative Religion, it will be proper to conſider both the 


Conſtitution of his Family, and its Order and Government. 


As for the Conſtitution of it, in the Children that God 
was pleaſed graciouſly to give Kim, the Reader will parden 


— 


e Truth and Excellency of Religion ſeen in a becoming 
emper and Conduct towards our Relations, and it is a 
ing in which the preſent Age is ſo notoriouſly detective, 
at I think it very neceſſary to repreſent Mr, Henry the 
jill appear, that his Relative Affections were not oniy very 
nder and fincere, but that they were of a holy and ſpiri- 
al Nature, ſuch as became a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter of 
le Goſpel. : + oy; | T 
His firſt Child by this ſecond. Marriage was born the 
2th of April, 1691. He obſerves the more than common 
anger Mrs. Henry went through, but that earneſt Prayers 
ere put up to God for her, both in Publick and Private, 
d God gave a gracious Anſwer; ſhe was delivered of a 
ughter, on which he obſerves, * It is not in vain to wait 
on God; and yet adds, I have been travelling in Birth 
this Day for poor Souls, and I fear there is not Strength 
to bring forth. 


is Children and rejoyce with them, and on the Lecture 
ay baptized the Child Elixabeth, preaching from 1/aiah 
lil 10. Ye are my Witneſſes ſaith the Lord, and my Servant 
wm I have choſen, Witneſſes without Godfathers ; and 
s Diary has made this Remark, That this his Grand- 


of the Day that his eldeſt Son John died, Twenty four 
Years ago. ' 


ry made his Will, upon which he ſays, ] have no ſet 


have ordered it juſtly, as becomes my Obligations of that 
kind, and I have now been deliberately weighing the Caſe 
of a Departure from hence ;. the Things that invite 
my ſtay here, are far from outweighing thoſe that preſs 
ny Departure; through 
part and be with Chriſt, which is Far better. 


veh and cutting of Tecth threw her into a Feyer, under 
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e, if 1 be more particular in the Account of them, than 
uſual in Narratives of this Nature; there is fo much of 


ore diſtinctly in this Part of his Character; by which it 


on this Occaſion his good Father came to Cheſter to viſit 


hid was born on the very Day of the Month, and Time 


Having now a Child by ſecond Marriage, Mr. Matthew 


my Houſe in order, and tothe beſt of my Apprehenſions, 


Grace, I can lay, T1 deſire to de- 


whick. 


— — 


\ 
1 


This Child lived not above a Year and half; the Ea. = 
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which ſhe continued for ſome Time, and not a Day paſty 
in which he did not take ſome notice of her Cai, 0 
great Tenderneſs; three Days before ſhe died, he writ 
thus: The Child has had a very ill Night, very weak, 20 
“in all Appearance worſe; but Iam much comforted fron 
her Baptiſm; I deſire to leave her in the Arms of hin 
that gave her me; the Will of the Lord be done; I hay 
*'faid, if the Lord will ſpare ker to me, I will endeayoy 
© to bring her up for bim: I am now ſitting by a py 
©: weak Child, thinking of the miſchievous Nature of ( 

- © riginal Sin, by which Death reigns aver poor Infants, 
This Child died July 19, 1692, on which he thus write 
In the Morning I had the Child in my Arms, endeayqy 
ring ſolemnly to give it up to God, and to bring my He 
to God's Will, and preſently there ſeemed ſome rej 
* ving; but while I was writing this down, I was ſudde 
* ty called out of my Cloſet; I went tor the Doctor, ai 


brought him with me, but as ſeon as we came in, 11 «| 
. © {weet Babe quietly departed between the Mother's Am 1 
and mine, without any Struggle, for Nature was ſpeſ that 
by its long Illneſs, and now my Houſe is a Houſe of Mou Na- 
© ing; 'twas a pretty forward Child, and very appreheii in 
*: five, began to go, and talk, and obſerve Things very pu: y 
© tily; I had ſer mine Affection much upon it, I am afri «1, 
too much; God is wiſe, and righteous, and faithful, 0 thi; 
even this alſo is not only confiſtent with, but flowin pen, 
from Covenant. Law; it is this Day Five Years ſince | wi the 
s- firſt married, God has been teaching me to ſing of M him 
cy and of judgment; Lord make me more perfect four 
my Leſſon, and ſhew me whereforethou contendeſt wi Ir 
© me; Lord, wean me from this World by it. Bleſſed MW his « 
God for the Covenant of Grace with me and mine, iti «gi, 
. © well ordered in all Things and ſure; Othat I could la « Cb 
* now to comfort others, with the ſame Comforts wif « 
*. which I truſt I am comtorted of my God! This goes 1 C 
"ber, O Lord, Efabmitt- oe . * th 
iy dear Wife is much diſtreſſed, the Lord ſuſtain bag « go 
] would endeayour to comfort her; we are now prepro « 2, 
for a decent Interrment of my poor Babe: many Trin 1 


come to ſec us; I am much refreſi d with-2 361gs it) 


— 


* thy Child ? And ſhe ſaid, it is well: When J part with ſo 
dear a Child, yet I have no reaſon to {ay otherwiſe, but 
„that it is well with us, and well wyith the Child, for all 
© js well that God doth; he performeth the thing that he 
appointed for me, and his Appointment of this Providence 
«js in purſuance of his Appointment of me to Glory, to 
make me meet for it. | | : | 


i 


doing a Work that I never did, burying a Child, a ſad 
© Day's Work; but my good Friend Mr. Lawrence preached 
« yery ſeaſonably and excellently at the Lecture in the After 
© noon, from Pſal. xxxix. 9, I was dumb, I opened not my 
© Mouth, becauſe thou dideſt it; my Friends teſtified their 
© Kindneſs by their Preſence; here is now a pretty little 


worn again at the Reſurrection; bleſſed be. God for the. 
Hope of this DoS 

The Month before this, he had ſet it down in his Diary, 
that he had been at the Funeral of a Child ot his Brother 
Hardware's, of which he ſays, he was laid in Trinity- Church 
' in the ſame Grave with the precious Remains of my dear 


Lord make me ready, and grant I may be found ſo doing; 
this Grave was not opened next for him, but it was o- 


the ſame Month; the ſame Grave was indeed opened for 
bim; and according to his Defire, when Death came it 
found him ſo doing, engaged in his Miniſterial Work. 


bis Children upon this afliQting- Providence. Fuly 19. 
died my dear Grandchild Elizabeth Henry of the Teeth and- 
© Chincough,. the Forwardeſt for her Timeof all my Grand- 
© children, and moſt likely to have lived, but Death had a 
* Commiſſion ;- a ſharp Trial to the tender Parents, being. 
their only one; God ſupport them under it, and do them 
; good by it, that when they are tried they may come forth 
26 old. . i | 2 4 
I expe& now to be cenſured for giving fo large an Ac- 
eount of the Death of this Child; perhaps thoſe that * 
| | What 
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tit vell with thes, is it well with thy Husband, EY” well with 


After the Funeral, he thus writes: * F have been this Day- 
© Garment, laid up in the Ward-robe of the Grave, to be 


wife; perhaps this Grave may be next opened for me, the 
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pened for his Child; and now Twenty two Years after in 


| 
p 4 

= * ä * . — 
* — r 

P — r ma D 
* 2 4 6 ted 

2 e a * — 1 

. SED FOB. * 

i a= —— 22 — 2. 


In his Father's Diary, E find him thus ſympathiſing with 
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up this Ejaculation, The Lord write their Names in the Bock old 


common Queſtion ; and inſiſted chiefly on theſe two Points 


_ to himſelf and others on the nex: Lord's-Day, from Rom. v. 


mall preſume to arraign the Wiſdom and Equity of bis Fre- 
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what it is to part with Children will excuſe me; my De ¶ cee 
ſign in it is to ſet before us all a Pattern of godly Sorrow, . 5 
and to let us ſee what it is to mourn after a godly Sor; . tl 
what a Difference there is between Afſections ſanRified, and . 3 
5 — that are meerly natural, and; how good a Uſe the . . 
ace of God will teach us to make of all the Diſpen ſation . 6 
of Providence. . n el 1 
The Year after, April 3, 1693, another Daughter wa vo 
born to them, on which Mr. Henry obſerves, Thus doth ped 
God renew his Witneſſes; out of the Mouth of two living Wl mac 


* 
— 


Witneſſes, a living Mother and a living Child; ſhall thi wer 


Word be eſtabliſned that God is good; it was but a few Da te 
after this, that his Siſter Hulton was delivered ot a Daughter, ter, 
- . Theſe Mercies brought their affectionate Father over to Milner 
Cheſter again; and on the 6th of the ſame Month, he pub. chi 
lickly baptized his two Grand- Children, Katherine Hulim pf 
and Mary Henry, for whom, in his own Diary, he put eſpe, 


of the Living- On this Occaſion he preached after his ex. Math 
cellent Manner from Gen. xxxv. 5. Eau asked, Who ar WM Sit 
thoſe with thee? And he ſaid, the Children which God hath 
graciouſly given thy Servant. He obſerved what a grave and 
religious, as well as reſpectful Anſwer Zacob gave to 1 


That Children are the Gifts of God, and that the Childrn 
of the Covenant are his gracious Gifts. 

But this Child was ſoon taken away from them, the 
Ame Moath in which it was born ; it died April 2 2. After 
Mr, Henry had given ſome vent to his affectionate Sorrows, 
he concludes, The Lord is Righteous, he takes and gives, and 
gives and takes again; I deſire to ſubmit, but, O Lord 
ſhew me wherefore thou contendeſt with me. 

This Affliction he endeavoured as a Miniſter to improv? 


14. Neverthele/⸗ Death reigned | from Adam to Moſes, even 
over them that had not ſinned, after the Similitude of Adan' 
JTranſgreſſon, whos the Hgure of him that was to come: He 
expounded in the Morning the 38th of Fob, where God 
40 largely aſſerts bis. Sovereignty, and challenges all thit 


ceedings; 


— 
„* 


- 
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ceedings; and in the Evening he thus records it, I have 
« now laid my poor Babe in the Grave in Trinity Church, 
« the Fourth within this Year buried there, two of my 
« Brother's Children, and two of mine, yet the Lord is 
* gracious; the Lord prepare me for that cold and ſilent 
t Grave, DIES | bs bl 

Thus God was pleaſed to try his Faith and Patience, 
two Children brought forth for the Grave, when he ho- 


ped God was building up his Houſe: Hitherto it was not 


made to grow, but God will not contend for eyer, there 
were the Bleſſings of a Poſterity reſerved for him; and on 


the 27th of September 1694, God gave him another Daugh · 


ter, which his Father came and baptized Efther, and he 
mentions her with this Requeſt, The Lord number this 


Child among his hidden ones; many Prayers have been put 


vp for her, many Dangers ſhe went through in her Childhood, 
eſpecially in the Year 1697, when ſhe was about three Vears 
old, her Life was almoſt deſpaired ot; on which Occafion her 
Father thus expreſſes himſelf; © What Work doth Original 


* Sin make! I deſire to give her up to God, but I find it very 


hard, for ſhe is the Delight of my Eyes; the Lord pity 
a5 a Father pities, yea, ſurely he pities much more. Pray- 
r was heard for her, ſhe has been ſpared in great Mercy. 
The Year after, une 24, 1697, God gave them ano- 
ther Daughter, of whom he writes, This Child is come in- 
1) a World of Tears; for now God had made a fore Breach 
upon them, and not on them only, but upon his Church, 
dy removing from them his excellent Father; he obſerves 
on this Occation, that four afflicting Providences, and four 
merciful Providences happened on four ſeveral Days of the 


Year, one of each; for, lays he, My Brother John di- 


ed, and my Daughter Elizabeth was born, April 123 


my dear Wife died, and my Daughter Katherine was born, 


February 14; my Father died, and this Child was born, 
Fune 24; I firſt married, and my Daughter Elixabeth 


died Fuly 193 thus God has ſet the one over againſt the 


other, that I may ſing of Mercy and Judment. - 
His Father being now gone, that uſed to take Plea- 


ure in vifting his Children, and baptizing his Childrens 
Children; be ſent to his faithful Friend and Brother Mr. 
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Lawrence of Nantwich on this Occaſion, who baptized hy 
Daughter Anne, and made a very judicious and practici 


w 
3 
Diſcourſe upon the Nature of the Sacraments of Biptin ce 
and the Lord's Supper; ſnewing how the Jewiſh Church « 
M 
4 
«i 

. 


in the Wilderneſs enjoy d the Subſtance of them in paſiny 
und er the Cloud, and through the Sea, eating the Many, 
and drinking the Waters of the Rock, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2, 3. On 
this Occaſion Mr. Henry writes, I have endeavoured t 
* glorify God this Day by the Profeſſion I have made of 
© his Name, the Lord accept of me. | 

But this Child was taken from them in leſs than a Ver hi: 
and a half, ſhe died of the Meaſles; her Siſter Efther hill cy 
them at the ſame Time; he one was taken and the an Su 
left: The Death of this Child made a great Impreſſion ap. Le 
on the Hearts of the Parents; the Surprize was the greater, Wl V. 


2s her Father obſerved, becauſe tho many Children in tu on 
City had that Diſtemper, they had not heard of any th 4: 
died of it; hear how he communes with his oven Heart . 7h: 
bout this Affliction: My Deſire is to be ſenſible of the A. 4, 
fiction, and yet patient under it; tis a Rod, a ſmarting 
* Rod, God calls my Sin ta remembrance, the coldneſs oi a 1 
my Love to God, abuſe of Spiritual Comforts; tis a Rod vii 
in the Hand of my Father, I deſire in it to ſee a Father hi 
Authority who may do what he will, and a Fathers w. 
© Love who will do what is beſt ; we reſigned the Soul of ce 
the Child to him that gave it; and if the Little Ones hel of 
their Angels, doubted not of their Miniſtration in Death fes 
we have hopes, through Grace, that it is well with the il 
© Child; little Children in Heaven, we look upon as the Re 
* Via Ladea, the Individuals ſcarce diſcernable, but alto. co 
* gether beautifying the Heavens; we ſpent the Day in Sor | 
row for our Afﬀiction, our Friends ſympathiſing with uM ad: 
one Day committing the Immortal Soul to God, this DA bo 
© the Body to the Duſt of the Earth as it was, Iam in Deztiuſ Ch 
often, Lord teach me how to die daily. I endeavourcil Ge 
* when the Child was put into the Grave, to act Faith u- 1 
on the Doctrine of the Reſurrection, believing in hin ch. 
< who quickneth the Dead, _ "10 _ 
All this while he went on with great Zeal and unwei''I ter 
ed Diligence, building up the Houſe of God, and Gol _ 


EE 
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was pleaſed to go building up his Houſe. On the 3d of 
May 1700, God was pleaſed to give him a Son; ſuch un- 
common Dangers attended his Birth, both to the Mother 
ch and Child, that he has mark'd it down as no leſs than a 
ſin; WM Miracle of Mercy that their Lives were ſpared; © We wept 
am * (ſays he) and made Supplications again and again, and 


we found it was not in vain; this Son was born that ve- 
ed ol © ry Day Thirty nine Years, when my Father's eldeft Son 


ie of John was born, and it was on a Friday too. 


He baptized this his Son Philip himſelf, and. the ſome of 


his Friends thought it not ſo proper, yet he judged it vo- 
ry fit, as it is for the Miniſter to communicate in the Lord's. 
Supper, which himſelf adminiſters; this was done on the 
Lecture- Day, May 9, on which Day he obſerves, Thirteen 
Years ago he was ordained, He preached on this Occaſi- 
on from 2 Sam. vii. 14, 15. I will be his Father, and he ſhall 
be my Son; if he commit Iniquity, I will chaſten kim with 
the Rod of Men, and with the Stripes of tha Children of Men, 
but my Mercy ſhall not depart from him. 5 5 


a new Will, which he did on the twenticth Inſtant, ha- 
ving begg d Direction from God about it: This Son coſt 
his Mother dear; when he was about a Month old he 
was very ill, and the Mother's 


of Death; ſhe thought herſelf ro be dying, and all about her 
ferred it, but God ſtep'd in between her and Death; her Son 
ſtill lives, endeayouring to make his tender Mother ſome 
Recompence for what ſhe ſufered for him, and I hope will 
continue to be the Son of Comfort and Rejoycing to her. 

The Year after, Oclob. 27, 190t, another Daughter Was 
added to his Family; that Morning after the Child was 


God that their Caſe was not like that of the Wife of Phi- 
nas there recorded, whole dying Lips called her Child J- 
chabod, becauſe her Husband was ſlain, and the Ark of God 
was taken. On the 6th of November he baptized his Daugh- 
ter Elixabeth in Publick, preaching as he ſays for his own 
Encooragement, from Mark. x. 16. And he took them up in 
his Arms, put his Hands upon them and bleſſed them, Ha 


This happy Encreaſe of his Family put him upon making 


great'Weaknels'and her ex. 
ceſſire Concern for her Son brought her to the very Gates 


born, it fell out for Mr. Henry to read in Courſe tlie ath 
Chapter of 1 Sam. and took occaſion from thence to bleſs 
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He now called his Friends together to join with him ig | 

his own Family, in Praiſe and Prayer for Family Mercies, 52. 
taking Notice, that at this Time they had the greateſt rea. Will pla 
ſon for Thankſgiving, becauſe of late more Women had Ml mi; 
died in Child-bed, more than had been known'm Chefter for ( 
1o ſhort a Time for many Years; and they had but juſt Ml the 
then heard of the Death of their Siſter, the Wife of Dr, Ml by 
Warburton at Abbots Bromley, of the Iliack Paſſion; on ff fro! 
which he adds, Many fall at our Side, and many at ow and 

' Right Hand; diſtmguiſhing Mercy calls for diſunzuiſhed Ml =i; 
Thbankfulneſa and Obedience. 4 1 
His Family continued. ſtill to grow ; Auguſt 14, 1703, WE ui 
they had another Daughter, in which the Mother had Ex. Ml the 
perience of the ſame Mercy, which is mentioned concer-. Mh. 
ning his own Mother, that ſhe- was delivered before the bis 
Midwife came; this Child was baptized Sarah, on the 1 gth Wmo! 
of the fame Month by her Father, he preachiug from 1/a1ah IF 
live 3. I will pour out my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſ. tis 
fing upon thy Offspring; and he adds in his Diary, carnclt {Wide 
Prayer that God would perform that Promiſe to him and bis! 
his, and ſays, I have given her up to Chriſt to be by him not: 

* preſented to the Fathertz I have endeavoured to give Glo. . 
ry to God in it, but IJ am weak and worthleis; God Ito t! 
make my Child a Daughter of Sarah. I ſuppoſe ſhe had bas; 

. this Name given her in reſpect to his eldeſt Siſter, and may ſcann 
ine prove an equal Ornament and Bleſſing to the Family. {Wire 
= - It was above three Years after, that God gave them ano: {Wſitut 
| ther Daughter; the Father obſerves, it was on the 1 4th of ble! 
February 1708, that Day Nineteen Years that his Daugh- WH H: 

ter Katherine wis born. and the dear Mother died; Then, 
lays he. I was made 10 ſing of Mercy and of Fudgment, but 
nom only of Mercy : © I was this Morning at work with my 

© Expoſition upon Exra iii. about the Mixture of Joy and Wo ea: 
 *. Sorrow at the building of the ſecond Temple, and wis eat! 
taught thereby, that the Remembrance of former Trou- Ifnbune 
© bles ought not to drown the thankful Senſe of preſent Neerne 
* Mercies. On the 27th Day, the Lecture, he baptized his 
Daughter Theodoſia, preaching from Þ/al. exliv. 1 2. That 
eur Sons may be as Plants grown up in their Youth, and out 
Daughters as Corner. ſtones poliſhed after the Similitude y ; 
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« Palace; adding fervent Prayers, that all his might be im- 


a. planted into Chriſt, and com ing to him as a living Stone, 


d WM night as lively Stones be built up a ſpiritual Houſe, ' 
or On the 31ſt of March 1711, God added to them yet ano- 
at ther Daughter, a Shaft that filled up his Quiver, who was 


r. by him alſo baptized Mary; he preached on the Occaſion 


on from 1 Chron. xxix. 14. Of thine own have we given thee; 
end in his Diary exprefles earneſt Detires, that he and all his 
«4 might be accepted of Gde. ls 

Thus for the Space of two and twenty Years, God was 
z, building up Mr. Henrys Family, for ſo long it was betwixt 
x e Birth of his eldeſt and that of his youngeſt Daughter; 
cr. bhile in the mean time God remarkably owned and bleſſed 
he his Miniſtry, and made him a Spiritual Father to a much 
th more numerous Offspring, 3 vl” 
ab If any ſhall think I have been too large and particular in 
. chis Account of Mr. Heury's Family, I hope they will con- 
eſt Wider how natural it is tor one that is writing the Life of 
od lis Friend, ſometimes to conſult his own Affections, and 
im {Wnt always his Readers Humour; as nothing can be dearer 
lo» so Parents than their Children, ſo nothing ought to be dearer 
od ſto the Friends of the Parents, than the Children that God 
13d has given them; thoſe that love to think of the Parents, 
ay cannot be diſpleaſed to hear of their Children; and I am 
ve bre what they have met with here concerning the Con- 


10- MWſſituti:n of the Family, will afford them Matter of profita- 

1 of ble Inſtruct ion. 2 50S Tag. 
h- Having ſeen how Mr. Henry's Family was conſlituted, we 
en, Mow proceed to take a View of its Order and Government ; 

but and one may eaſily ſuppoſe a Perſon that had his Eye fo 
my much upon God in the Birth of his Children, and prayed 
nd o earneſtly for them from the firſt, could not but be very 
mas Neateful to bring them up for God; and he that laboured fo 
ou- {evundantly for the Souls of others, could never be uncon- 
ent Nrerned for the Souls of thoſe that were to him as his own 


his Poul. 7 2h | oy 
hat . He was well acquainted with the Scripture Rules of 
ow {WO'ritian Oeconomy, and he had an excellent Pattern in his 
7e e, his Father's Houſe was regulated with as much Wiſ⸗ 


ud Piety as any that our Age has produced. I have — 
„ | | thoſe 
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thoſe that upon their firſt Acquaintance there, were ſurpri. Ml t 
zed to ſee ſo much Beauty of Holineſs, and were ready to fer? 
Kay. Surely God is in this Flace; this is no other than the Houſe If 
God and the Gate of Heaven. | for 
What Method his Father obſerved in the Government of Min! 
his Family, his Son has very diſtiaRly told us, and it was Wort 
his Care all along to tread in his Father's Steps, and in no. Na 
thing did he more exactly imitate him, than in his Fami- Wn v 
ly Conduct; to this Fart of Religion he had ſolemnly nd 
bound himſelf by his Ordination Vows, which have been Mere 
already mentioned, and he neither forgot his Covenant with Ie 
God, nor dealt falſly in it; as ſoon as he had a Tent, Gould 
had an Altar there, and he was true to Jeſhua's Reſolution {ſis 
and his own, I and my Houſe will ſerve the Lord. ole, 
His Cloſet Duties, being managed between God and his Mili 
own Soul, fall not under Humane Obſervation, any farther eat 
than that all his Fam iy knew he was frequent and conſtant nitte 


» WN. 


of Prayer. 


in them; his Father had left the ſtricteſt Charge with all hu eart 
Children, that they ſhould be ſure to lock to their ſecret Dir 
ty, and keep that up whatever elſe they did, for their Soul Vote 
could neyer proſper in the Neglect of it; and his heavenly M's 
Father taught him to pray, giving him the Spirit of Adaptor 
tion betimes, and cauſing him to taſte the Sweetnels 0 
Communion with God in ſecret; his private Memoirs oſte old 
record the Comfort he had in this hidden Part of Religion 
and how God fayoured him with {ome remarkable Returnqgiſpcoun 


In the Worſhip of God with his Family, he ſtrictly He in 
ſerved his Father's Example, both in all the Parts and Cirgif th: 
cumſtances of it. 

He called them together early in the Morning, as cat) th 
as the State of the Family would permit, and did not ui read 
to defer it till late in the Evening, being aſhamed to pu Praye 
God off with drowſy Devotions z he was conſtant in Famil 
1y Worſhip, whatever happened, or whoever was prelenl nels o 
this Duty was never neglected Morning or Evening. 

He was neyer tedious in it, but always full and comp: wer: 
kenſive, performing much in a little Time, and yet f tate 
from hurrying it over as a Task; he was always care owitt 
to diſcharge this Duty, ſo as that he might thercin (and *dio1 


the Name of God. 


—— 
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He began with a ſhort Invocation of the Name of God, 
going Afliſtance and Acceptance, then he read a Portion 
f Scripture ifi Courſe, out of the old Teſtament in the 
lorning, and the New in the Evening; he did not tie 
imſelf to go thro'a Chapter at once, but unleſs it was very 


ort divided it into ſeveral Sections, according to the Sub- 
& Matter, which ordinarily conſiſted of about eight or 
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ni. Wen Verſes, moge or leſs; then he gave a ſhort but judicious ol 
ly Ws affectionate Expoſition, ſometimes drawing up the iF 
den erſes read into a plain and proper Scheme, in which he f 
ith is the moſt hippy Man in the World; ſometimes he 1 
0d Would omit the Connection, and only go over the ſeveral { | 
ion Maages in their order, as rhe Matter directed; he gave the i 


oe, eyen where it was the moſt intricate, in a plain and 
miliar Expreſſion, which not only made it intelligible, but 
eꝛſant and ſatisfactory to the Mind that received it; he 
nitted not to raiſe practical Notes, proper to quicken the 
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bis ert to Duty, and to direct it in Duty. * 
Di- Theſe his Family Expoſitions, ſome that were with him = 
oulsWrote down after him, all attended to them; and that he | 
enly{M'ght engage them to thit Attention, as ſoon as the Ex- N 
dop- ütion was over, he required an Account of them, what 1 
Is ey had obſerved and remembred; aud it was pleaſant to if 
oſta told the young Children, how diligently they would ſt 
gionen, and how prettily and properly they would give an | 
turn count of what they had heard 1 


Alter Expoſition, ſome Part of a Pfalm was conſtantly 
lp in the Morning as well as the Evening, the Morning 
d ths Evening Sa: rifice, as he uſed to call it; every one 
la Book, and ſo neither the Senſe nor the Melody ſuf- 


eu ed that Interruption, which can ſcarcely be ayoided where 
ot vis read Line by Line. | | | 
0 pl Prayer ſucceeded Singing, and was performed by him, 


h an almoſt inimitable Livelineſs of Affection, and Ten- 
reſen{Woecls of Spirit, with great Propriety of Petitions to the 
eof the Family, and ot every one in it, and of his Friends 
twere ſo happy as to be preſent with him at that Duty; 
State of the Nation and of the Church of God was ne- 
carefii omitted, nor {lightly touched upon; all was done with- 
tdious Repetition; the whole was often thn 


— — 


4 


had dined, he ſung a Pſalm, and put up a ſhort Prayer with 


then ſung two Verſes more of a ſuitable Hymn, and ſopn 


Hindrance to the neceſſary Buſineſs of the Family; they re 


times he had only his own Family with him, and ſometimes 


) together; he omitted not his Expoſitions, he ſung : 


* * K 
* * * , * 
* 


ed within the Space of half an Hour, or a little more; thi 
made the Work eaſy and pleaſant, it was no unſeaſonable 


turned to the Duty with Deſire, and came from it with 
E 70 „ Ge 
When Prayer was ended, his Children came to him fir 
his Bleſſing, which he gave them with Seriouſneſs and 4. 
fection, in the Name of the great God, who commands the 
Bleſſing out of Zion, even Life for evermore: How may 
ſuch Prayers and Bleſſings are now upon the File for tho(e 
he has left behind, which we hope will be made ſure and 
effectual to them in their Seaſon? 
Beſides the daily Oblations that were made to God in hi 
Family, as conſtantly as the Morning and Eyening tuccced. 
ed each other, he often kept Family Faſts, in wh ch (ome. 
times he would call in the Aſſiſtance of his Friends, fone. 


he would keep them alone; on theſe O-calions he would 
wreſtle with God for ſpiritual Bleſſings for himſelf and his 
Family, and his Friends, and whatever Care, or Fear, or 
Trial any of them was under, that was then moſt ſolemnly 
committed to the great Gd. 
His publick Work on the Lord's. Day, great as it wi 
did not entrench upon Family Worſhip; on that Day he 
roſe early, and having been ſome time alone with God and 
his own Soul, about Eight of the Clock he called his Fam 


Hyma proper to the Pits and went thro* the other Part 
of Worſhip as uſual, and then took his Family with him! 
the ſolemn Aſſembly; when he returned home at Noon an 


Family, and ſo retired into his Cloſer, till the Time of Pal 
lick Worſhip returned. In the Evening he generally rept 
ted in his Family both the Sermons of the Day, when man) 
his Neighbours came in; after Repetition ſung and prays 


nounced the Bleſſing, and catechiſed the younger Childre 
this he uſed to do before he went to Supper; after that w 
ended, he ſung the 135 P/alm, then catechiſed his ede 
Children and Seryants, and heard them repeat what tb. 
| | | RV 


* 


his ad remember of the Sermons of the Day, and ſo conclud- 
dle ed the Day with Prayer. e 3 
re. [am ſenſible many will look upon this as incredible and 


impracticable, others as ſuperfluous; but he went through 
all this conſtantly and comfortably, he had a happy Conſtitu- 
fer I tion both of Body and Miad, and uſed to ſay, If G:d had 
A. given more 10 him, he expected more from him, but woull ac- 
thei ep: of leſs fromthoſe ro whom leſs was given. | 

any His Family Piety was not confined to the Duties of Divine 
"ole E Worſhip, (though in thoſe he abounded) but took the whole 
aul Compais of Relative Religion; he was one of the moſt af- 
fectioaate Relations, and one of the moſt faithful Friends 
in he World. This he made to appear by this conſtant 
Prayers for them, his frequent Viſit ing of them as he had 
opportunity, by writing kind and good Letters to them on 
all occafiqts; by the pleaſure he took in their Company; no 
Man entertain'd his Relations and Friends with more cordial 
Cheariulneſs; his Concern for them under their Afflicti- 
ens, his unaffected Sorrow for the Loſs of them, and his 


theſe be allowed to be proots of Relative Piety, he has left 
many Inſtances of it in every Relation in which he ſtood, 
t WO whether as a Son, Brother, Voke-fellow, Father or Friend. 
Jay he To his excellent Parents, he was a truly dutiful aud at- 
fectionate Child; few Children were ſo happy as Mr. Philip 
Henry's in both their Parents, and few Parents were ſo 
happy as they in every one of their Children, and in him 
elpecially; by What has been related of him in his younger 
Years, you will eaſily diſcern, that he had learned to ho- 
our his Father and Mother betimes, and that frœ Principles 
of Grace as well as natural Affection . When he was at Lon- 
on, I could produce many excellent Letters which he ſens 


refegvery Week to his Parents, full of Honour and Eſteem; 
nan)0 bit Abſence that tempts Thouſands of young Perſons to 
*. light and forget their Parents, made him love them more, 


Ind long to be with them again, often declaring, No Place 
is ſo good to him as his Father's Houſe, 

When he had a Family of his own, ſerted by the good 
rovidence of God within lels than half a Day's Journey 
rom his Father's Houſe, he * picaled with that Situation, 

| 4) | 8 28 
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readineſs to help and ſerve thoſe they left behind them, if 
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98 Joe LI 
as it gave him frequent opportunities of viſiting his Parents, 
and being viſited by them. How often does his Diary car. 
ry him to Broad-Oak? Not a Month but we find ſome of 
thoſe pleaſant Journies recorded, and great Comfort ex. 
preſs'd in finding and leaving his good Parents in Health 
and Uſefulneſs; to recite Paſſages of this nature would be 
endleſs. 1 obſerve by his Papers, his Father and he often 
contriv d to meet at ſome Place between Cheſter and Broad. 
Oak, and preach and pray together there, ſometimes at 
Shockledge, ſometimes at Ridley, ſometimes at Peck fart, 
where they had Week-day Lectures; thus making their af. 
fectionate Viſits to each other ſubſeryient to Purpoſes Spi. 
ritual and Divine. | 7 0 
But the great Trial of his Affection and Honour for ſo 
ood a Father, was that which he was put upon when 
eath parted them, then indeed he found he had occaſion 
for all the Faith and Patience that God had given him, and 
all too little without freſh Supplies. The Account tbat 
he has left behind him of his Father's Sickneſs and Death, 
in his printed Narrative, is very aſſecting, and deſerves to 
be well confider'd, as a Pattern to all of Filial Piety ; but 
the Impreſſions that ſad Providence made upon his Spirit 
will beſt appear by what he has recorded of them in lis 
Diary on that occaſion, which you ſhall have in his own 
Words: pod £77308 
Fune 23. 1696. This Afternoon about Three a Clock 
my Father's Servant came for the Doctor, with the Ti. 
© dings that my dear Father was taken ſuddenly ill; I hid 
then ſome of my Friends about me, and they were cher 
ful with me, but this ſtruck a Damp upon all; I had fin 
* thought not to have gone till the next Day, it being ſome 
© what late and very wet, and had writ half a Letter to 
my dear Mother, but I could not help going, and I an 
glad I did go, for I have often thought of that, 2 N 
© tis 10. If thou ſee me when I am taken up from thee, &6 
The Doctor and I came to Broad-Oak about Eight a Clock 
© and found him in great extremity of Pain, Nature (thro 
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s, his great and unweary d Labours) unable to bear up, and 


. * fnking under the Load; as ſoon as he ſaw me he ſaid, 
pf oO Sen, you are welcome to a dying Father, I am now ready 
x to be offered up, and the time of my Departure 1s at hand. 


h * [[ omit the reſt of his dy ing Words, becauic they have 
de © been already publiſhed. ] A little after Midnight my Mo- 


en © ther holding his Hands as he fat in Bed, and J holding the 
4. * Pillow to bis Back, he very quietly, and without any 
a Strugling. Groan or Ratling, breathed out his dear Soul 
n, inte the Hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom he had 
al. © faithfully ſerved. 5 
pi- And now, what is this that God hath done unto us? 
The Thing itſelf, and the Suddenneſs of it, are very af- 
ſo fecting, but the Worm wood and the Gall in it is, that it 
nen looks like a Token of God's Diſpleaſure to us that ſurvive; 


jon Ml © the Lord calls my Sins to remembrance this Day, that 1 


and Wl * have not profited by him while he was with us as I ſhould 
that MW © have done, Our Family Worſhip this Morning was ve⸗ 
ath, ry melancholy, the Place was Allon Baceuth, the Oak of 
s to Weeping; the little Children were greatly affected, and 
but among the Neighbours was heard nothing but Lamentati- 
irit, on and Mourning; my dear Mother caſt down, but not 
his in Deſpair; 1, for my part, am full of Confuſion, and 
own like a. Man aſtoniſh'de. L 

* Zune 27, the Day of my Father's Funeral, melancholy 
Jock Work! O that by this Providence I might contract an 
e T. babitual Gravity, Seriouſneſs and Thoughtfulneſs of 
* Death and Eternity. Our Friends moſt affectionately 
ſympathize with us, and do him Honour at his Death, 


d fri i How has this Providence made Broad. Oak like a Wilder. 
ſome · I neſs, deſolate and ſolitary, and de poor People as Sheep 
er to without a Shepherd. ) | 


July 1. I returned late to Cheſter, and found the Chil- 
' dren well; the next Day I ſtudied, and preach'd the Le- 
' ure trom 2 Pet. i. 13, 14. Lea, I think it meet, as long 
as I am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir you py by. putting yors 


re even as our Lord Feſus hath ſhewed me. 
' Othat it might be preached to my own Heart, and writ- 
en there, that in conſideration of my being to depart henee 
Men, I may double my Diligence. E 2 And 
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in remembrance; knowing, that ſhorily I muſt put off this 
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And now I have time to reflect on this fad Providence, 
* and what ſhall I fay to theſe things? 

I. I bleſs God that I eyer had ſuch a Father, whoſe 
© Temper was ſo very happy, and his Gitts and Grace, 
< ſo very bright; one that recommended Religion and the 

Power of Godlineſs, by-a chearful and endearing Con. 

verſation; that had himſelf and taught others the Art of 

«< Obliging : I bleſs God that I had him ſo long, that he 

< was not removed from me when I was a Child; that! 

have not been left to myſelf to be a Griet and Heayine{ 
to him ; nothing made me differ from the worft but the 
free Grace of God, to that Grace be the Glory of all the 

Benefit that my Father was to me, and the Comfort 1 

was to him. 1 
2. I have a great deal of Reaſon to be humbled, and 
« aſham'd that I have profited and improved no more by 
my Relation to ſo good a Man, that I have not {o well 
« tranſcribed that fair Copy of Humility, Meekneſs, Cin. 
< dour and zealous Piety; O that the remembrance of him 
may have a greater influence upon me, than the perſons 91 
Converſe had! Eh ; 
. . * 3, Death comes nearer and nearer to me, Lord mau v. 
me to know mine End, and teach me to number my Das 
In Fanuary laſt Death came into our Claſſis, and remo-Wi hi 
ved good Mr. Kinaſton of Knutsford; in February Deal WM in 
© came into the Friery, the Place where Mr Henry's Houſe i hi 
* ſtood ] and took away Mrs. Cook; in March Deathcame th 
into my Houſe, and carried away my. Couſin Alderſi MM - th 
in April it came into our Family, in the Death of my FM ble 
ther Warburton; at the end of May I faid with thanktu-Wif 
* neſs, here is a Month paſt in which 1 have not buried on 
« Friend; but Fune has brought it neareſt of all, and ſpeak 
« yery loud to me to get ready to go after, the Lord pr. 
e pare me for a dying Hour, that will come certainly, and 

may come ſuddenly, that when it comes I may haye no 

thing to do but to die. 85 8 

4. The great Honour and Reſpect paid to his Meme 
ry, and the good Name he has left behind him, ſboul 
encourage me to Faithfulneſs and Uſefulneis; the Sciip 

ture is fulfilled, Thoſe that honour God he will honour, a 
* befare Honour is Humility, « 5, 1 
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one gone and the other LY but you have a good Father 


| © the Grace of God, have more Fellowfhip with the Father, 


Mr. MAT THE] Henry, 2or © MM 
5. This ſhould bring me nearer to God, and make me 4 
« live more upon him, who is the Fountain of living 
« Waters; my dear Father was a Counſellor to me; but 
© Chriſt is the wonderful Counſellor; he was an Interceſſor 
for me, but Chriſt is an Interceſſor that lives for ever, 
and is therefore able to ſave td the uttermoſt; nor are the 
« Prayers that he has put up for me and mine loſt, but I 
* truſt we ſhall be reaping the Fruit of them now he is 
gone; I have had much Comfort in hearing God ſpeak 
« to me by this Scripture, Fer. iii. 4. Wilt thou not from 
* this time cry unto me, my Father, thou art the Guide of my 
Huth? My dear Father wrote to me lately upon the Death 
© of my Father Warburton, Your Fathers, where are they? 


in Heaven that lives for ever. Abba, Father, the Lord 
teach me to cry fo, and to come into the Holieſt as to my 
* Father's Houſe, and let theſe things be written upon my 
Heart, Amen, Amen. | 

Such were the Workings of Mr. Henry's Neart un der this 
great Affliction, where one may ſee the moſt tender ard 
fincere Affections to an earthly Parent, regulated and go- 
verned by ſtronger Affections of another Nature. 

The next Sacrament after this Breach was made, he {ct 
himſelf more cloſely than ever to improve the Providence 
in that ſolemn Part of divine Worſhip, being deſirous (as 
himſelf” has expreſs'd it) to bring the Ordinance home to 
the Providence, and to have a particular Reference to it, in 
that Covenant he was now to renew with God at his Ta- 
ble; and thus he writes, | | SETS 

* 1. I would in this Ordinance of the Lord's Supper ve- 
* ry particularly eye God as a Father, as my Father; my 
* Father that's gone was to me a faithful Reprover, Teach- 
er and Counſellor, I defire therefore at this time more 
expreſly than ever, to take the Spirit of God to be my 
© Reprover, Teacher and Counſellor ; I was oft refreſh'din 
* vifiting my Father and converſing with him, I would, b 


and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, whom I may be free with. 

© 2. There are ſome things I would more particularly 
' engage myſelf to upon this Providence; the Lord di rect. 
5 EY con- 
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102 The LIFE 
confirm and ratifie good Reſolutions; I will now labour 


| © and endeayour in the ſtrength of the Grace of Chriſt, (and 
| | the Lord give me a ſufficiency of his Grace) 
| 


1. To be more Grave and Serious; partly as the Fruit 
of this ſad and folemn Providence, which ſhould not on- 
ly affect me for the preſent, but alter me for the future, 
and make me habitually more ſerious; partly, becauſe 
my Father being now removed, I have almoſt loſt the H. 
< pithet ofa Voung Man, which uſeg to paſs for ſome ex. 
* © cuſe; it is time to lay aſide vanity. | 
2. To be more Meek and Humble, Courteous and Can- 
| did, becauſe theſe were the Graces that my dear Father 
was emineat for, and God owned him in them, and Men 
| * henoured him for them. I am ſenſible of too much 
bliſttineſs of Spirit, I would learn to be*ot a cool mild 
| * Spirits : | 
* 3. To be more Diligent and Induſtrious in improving 
*my Time, for I ſee it is fhaſtning off apace, and I deſire 
* to have it filled up, becauſe I ſee I muſt ſhortly put of 
this my Tabernacle, and there is no working in the Grave. 
When the Work of that Day was over, he makes this 
Remark, I have been full of Diſtractions, which have 
much diſcouraged me, yet have I had ſome Communi- 
on with God in this Day's Work, beyond what I expe- 
* Red, though not what I carncſtly deſired. I have ſo- 
lemnly renewed my Covenants with the Lord at his Ta- 
ble, and particularly thoſe above written; the Lord give 
me his Grace, that having made theſe Vows I may male 
them good. 4 | 
Not many Days after this, he has theſe Words, I wi 
much affected to read in my dear Father's Diary ſuch Es. 
preſſions of great Humility and Self. Abaſement. While 
* my dear and honoured Father liv'd, together with my 
'« honoured Friends and Fathers, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Steel, 


Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Newcome, I look'd upon myſelf but 
as one of the riling Generation, that had got the Prime 
of my Time before me; but now I begin to think myſelt 
nin the Zenith, and therefore upon the point of turning 
downwards. And how little have 1 done for God? If! 


* were now to make up my Account, would it not = 
* * a — « ſ 


Mr. MATTHEZW HENRY. 103 
« ſhort even of that of the unprofitable Servant, Lord, here 


thou haſt that is thine; but the Blood of Chriſt balanceth 
the Account, and I truſt to that, and in that I make my 


Refuge. I have now, and have had for N 4 


« great degree of Health and Strength, but that is no Bond 
* of Security for long Life: Lord give me Grace to work 
out my awn Salvation, and next to that, with Faithful- 
« neſs to do the Work of my Place, f 

Thus Mr. Henry lamented his Pather's Death, and en- 
deayoured to improve it to his Spiritual Advantage; nor 


did he diſcover a leſs dutiful and pious Affection to his 


good Mother, he had a juſt Senſe of his Happineſs in her, 
and of his Duty to her, and when ſhe was brought into the 
diiconſolate State of Widowhood, he was more than ever 
tender of her, and did all he could to comfort her, his Vi- 
fits to her were frequent, his Letters more frequent, he was 
defirous to have her as much with him as might be, and 


was greatly pleaſed when they could enjoy her Company 


with them at Cheſter. 


But he was far from grudging her the Comfort and Uſe» © 


fulneſs in which ſhe lived upon her own Eſtate at Broad- 
Oak ; he was pleas'd to ſee how much Good fhe did, and 
how much Reſpe& ſhe had among her Neighbours. The 
Honour he had tor fo good a Mother, I cannot give you 
a better Account of than in his own Words in the laſt Edi. 
tion of his Father's Life. It pleaſed God (ſays he) graci- 
* cuſly to prolong the Life of my dear and honoured Mo- 


* ther, almoſt eleven Years after my Father, very much 


© to the Comfort of all her Relations. She continued to 
* the laſt at her Houſe at Broad Oak, (where ſhe was born) 
* a great Example of Wiſdom, Piety and Uſefulneſs, and 
* abound:!ng in good Works; I think I may ſay, in her 
* Sphere and Capacity, ſhe was not inferiour to what my 


Father was in his; ſhe was very happy in a conſtant Calm-- Wl 


* neſs and Serenity of Mind, not eaſily to be diſturb'd, which 


© as it was a ſingular Gift of the Divine Grace, and an In- 
_ ** ſtance of her Wiſdom, ſo it contributed much to her cloſe 


and comfortable walking with God, and her doing Good. 


In the Year 1707, God deprived Mr. Henry of this Pa- 


rent alſo z ſhe was far advanced in Years, and had for ma- 
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| ny Months found herſelf niuch declining, which ſhe obſer. 
ved with great Patience, and the chearful expectation of 
her Change; her Son had been with her for ſome Days bé.- 
fore her Death, but was obliged at, the end of the Week to 
return to his Family and Work at Cheſter, leaving his Si- 
ſters with her; ſhe gave him her Bleſſing, and on the Lord's 
Day Morning, May 25. he received the Account of her 
Death, ſhe died a few Minutes after Twelve; juſt at the 
entrance vpon the Sabbath, ſhe entred upon her everlaſting 
Sabbath, as two of her Sons in Law, Dr. Tylſton and Mr, 
Radford had done before; Mr. Henry was obliged to go 


1 through his Sabbath Work with this heavy Burthen upon 


his Spirit, obſerving, that Chriſt would not ſuffer him 
whom he had called to preach the Goſpel, firſt to go home 
and bury his Father. In the Evening of the Lord's- Day, 
he went to the beheaded Family, where they wept and 
Prayed together, and on the 28% Day they laid her Re- 


mains in the ſilent Duft, cloſe by their Father's, Which 


(lays he) I deſire to do in the adtual belief and expectation 

f the Reſurrection of the Dead, and of the Commandment 

given concerning their Bones. MOU 
On the 4% of Fune he preached her Funeral- Sermon at 


WO Broad-02k from Prov. xxxi, 28 Her Children ſhall riſe up 
2a call her bleſſed: I refer to the Sermon itſelf, which is 


printed with his Father's Life, and is a juſt Memorial of 
her great Worth, and her Childrens Affection and Eſteem 
—_. 720 e e | 
About this time he obſerves in his Diary, That with the 
© Rents and Profits of the current Year, there would be 


title more to do, then to diſcharge her Funeral and pay 
Legacies; ſhe left no Debts to pay; ſhe lived wich Comfort, 


* 


bore her Teſtimony to the Goodneſs of God's Providence, 
* which ſhe had experienc'd all her Days, did not increaſe 
what ſhe had, nor coyeted to lay up, but did Good with 
it and left a Bleſſing behind her. gr nag ha | 
in his Reflections upon that Year, he writes thus: As 
to the Year paſt, J have as much reaſon as ever to lameat 
my Barrennelſs and Unfruitfulneſs, that I have not made 


better progreſs in Knowledge and Grace; I find myſelf 


Sa growing into Vears, being now turn'd of Forty * ; I 
© Bog x, * begin 
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. E. with it; but as Goods are encreaſed, they are encrea- 
0 


| * that minds me that I am going down. 


Mr. MaTTHEw HENRY. 10 
« begin to feel my Journey in my Bones, and defire to be 
« thereby looſened trom the World and from the Body, 
© The Death of my dear and honoured Mother this Year hath 
been a ſore breach upon my Comforts, for he was my 
« 5kilful, faithful Counſellor, and it is an intimation to me, 
that now, in order of Nature, I muſt go next; my Eftate 
is ſomething encrealed, the Lord enlarge my Heart to do 


ed that eat them, my Children are growing up, and 


He was not fo wholly wrapt up in his Affection to his 
own Parents, as to neglect thoſe whole Son he was by 
marrying into their Families; as he had twice married in- 
to Families of Diſtinction, not only for the World, but 
for Religion, he always paid them the Duty of fincere 
Reverence and Honour. As for the Family of Bromba. 
rough, to which he was firſt related, he had a very hearty re- 
gird to them, and concern for them, and all theirs ; if any 
of them was Sick, he did not fail to Viet them, he made 
their Cares and Comforts his own; when Matters were 
well, he rejoyced with them, and when otherways, he 
was a hearty Mourner. | 3 

He had a great value for his Mother Hardware, and al- 
way ſhewed it in his behaviour towards her, both when 
they lived together at Cheſter, and afterwards at their Houſe 
at Wirral, where ſhe lived ſeveral Years, walking with 
God, and looking well to the Ways of her Houſhold, and 
growing in Grace, and a meetneſs for Heaven, | 
lt was in the latter end of the Year 1993, that ſhe, wag 
ſuddenly taken ill, they preſently ſent Mr. Henry notice 
o it, who went immediately to fee her, and found ſhe 
was ſtruck with an Apoplectick Fit; the next Day ſhe. 
was more ſenſible, and cried out Prayer, Prayer; he ob- 
leryes, © How ſhe that uſed to be ſo quick and lively in e- 
' rery thing, ſhould not be hardly able to ſpeak to be un- 
' derſtood; how great a Change, and how well not to 
' hive the great Work to do at ſuch a Time! | 

On the 6th of December that Year ſhe died; Mr. Henry 
truly ſays of her, ſhe; was a Perſon eminent for Wiſdom 
ind Grace. She was buried at Tarvin the gib of De- 
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= - cember, and the Day after Mr. Henry preached from Proy, 
- Xlv. 32. The Righteous hath hope in ns Death, his Thoughts 
being led to it by the Death of this religious Ger.tlewoman, 
Mr. Hardware was now arrived at a good old Age, un- 
der the Infirmities that uſually attend that Stage of Lite, 
he had loſt a very lovely, wiſe, tender and careful Relati. 
on; he lingred out near fix Years after her, and in the 
Year 1709, April 2. he finiſhed his Courſe, in the Eighty 
fourth Year of his Age, having this honourable Teſtimony 
given him by his Son Henry, That he was a very conlci. 
__ *"entious Gentleman, a ſerious good Chriſtian, remarks- 
ble for his Temperance and Love to the Duty of Prayer, g 
* true old Puritan. He was buried in Bromborough Church, I 
Mr, Henry preaching in the Hall on that Occaſion from T 
Geneßs xlvii. 9. Few and Evil have the Days of the Year ill © 
of my Life been, the moſt but few, and the eaſieſt but evil. 4 

He adds, I gave him the Character which I think he deſerved, 
Nor was he leſs affectionately concerned for the Family t. 
to which he had the Honour to be related by his ſecond i h 
Marriages Grange was a Place he often viſited, and he of WF h 
ten mentions with thankfulneſs, the many ſweet Opportuni. th 
ties they had there of worſhipping God, during the Life of Wl 4 

that worthy Gentleman his Father Harburton, which, 
though under great Affliction, was lengthned out till the 10 
Year 1696, and then he was ſeized with a ſtroak of the BW fr 
| Palſey and Apoplexy, and for ſeveral Hours had a hid BW De 
n ſtruggle with dying Agonies, and on the 37h of April fre 
| bout three a Clock in the Afternoon, fell aſleep in 7e/»; WW ext 
he was interr'd at Wareham, Mr. Murral preached the Fu Wi «te 
neral Sermon, and ww him an honourable Character. Co 
One that acquitted himſelf ſo well as Mr. Henry did af l 
his Duty to his Parents, on both fides, may very wel Re 
be ſuppoſed to act with great Tenderneſs and Affection in for 
the Conjugal Relation; he was a prudent, faithful, kind Far 
Husband: I need not enlarge; the Sorrows, I had almoſ | 
"aid the immoderate Sorrows, of her that ſurvives him not 
(beſides many other Witneſſes) too plainly fhew the Senlhl it x 
me has how great a Bleſſing ſhe had in him, and how ha that 
+ py they were in each other; his Letters, his Diary, all lig Ner 
Papers are full of the moſt convincing tokens. of his mot ay t 
affectionate regard to her on all occafions, uh 


Mr. MaTTHEw HENRY. 


World in the Relation of a Brother; here I think few come 
up to him and none that ever I knew excelled him. I 
have obſerved that three of the Siſters had their Lot caſt in 
Cheſter, theſe had the Opportunity of receiving more fre- 


quent Tokens of his Affection and Concern for them; how 


often do we find him viſiting them, praying with them. 


ſympathiſing with them in all their Trials, bleſſing God 
for them; his Diary is much taken up with Inſtances of 


this Nature, one cannot read it without Pleaſure; here 
was nothing of Emulation among them, nothing of Diſ- 
guſt, no Diſcontent or Shineſs and Strangeneſs; they were- 
in the trueſt and beſt Senſe, a Family of Love, and were as. 
much one in their Affection and Intereſt when diſtinguiſh- 
ed into Families of their own, as when they lived together 
io their Father's Houſe. "263 N 
But it was not long before Death broke this happy Knots 
their Father led them the Way to Heaven in dying, as he- 
had done before in living, and the ve 
his Daughters followed him, Mrs. Radford and Mrs. Hulton 


der, E225 : | ; 55 | 
A very malignant Fever prevailed in Cheffer in the Tear 


1696, all the three Siſters were viſited by it; Mrs. Tylflon- 


firſt fell 11], and was brought down to the yery Gates of 


Death; on the 6th of Auguſt, when Mr. Henry returned 


from a Meeting of the Miniſters at Nantwich, he found her 
extreamly ill, but pathetically praying for an Aſſurance of 


eternal Glory, and after ſome Expreſſions of Doubt and 


Conflict, ſhe broke out into theſe Words: Well, I be- 
lieve I ſhall not go to Hell. God was pleaſed to give a 


Reviving both to Soul and Body; he had yet more Work 
for her to do, for the Honour of God and the Good of her 


Family, | | 194 | | 
But Mrs. Radford, who was. ſeized the ſame Day, did 


not eſcape, her Fever came not ſo ſoon to the heighth; but 


i proved fatal; the Account her Brother gives of it is, 
that the Diſtemper had ſeized very much her Head and 
Nerves, ſhe was ſeldom ſenſible fo as to take Nutice of a- 


on 


y thing ; ſhe had a gow? Paſſage to the Haven of Reſt. 


107 


| I muſt take the Liberty to repreſent him a little to the . ö 


next Year two of 


the two youngeſt, for the Shadow of Death is without Or- 
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on the 13th of Auguſt the ſame Year: © She w2s (ſays he) 
a humble, quiet, lilent Chriſtian, and I doubt not but thar 
Death was Gain to her, unſpeakable Gain; O that! 
* could get Good by this great Affliction! the Death of 


Parents minds us of dying ſometime, but the Death of Bro. 


* thers and Siſters of near the ſame Age with our ſelves, 
minds us of dying quickly; the Lord make me ready, 
On the 16th thus; I have been this Day attending my 
dear Siſter Radford to the Grave, the Houſe appointed 
for all the Living; it grieves me to part with ſo dear 2 
Relation, but I deſire that Chriſt may be All in All to 


me; ſhe was buried in Michael's Church, and while we 


* are mourning for this Loſs, we have the News that dear 
« Siſter Savage is ſafely delivered of a Daughter, thus we 
are ſinging of Mercy and fudgment. On the Occaſion of 
this Funeral, Mr. Joates Owen preached from Rev. ii. 7, 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the midſt of the Paradiſe of God. . 
On the 3oth Day of the ſame Month, God proceeded to 
contend with them; the youngeſt Siſter, Mrs. Hulton, who 
if any one more than other was the Darling of the Family, 


land the youngeſt is often fo) fell ill of the ſame Malignant 


Diſtemper; ſhe had no ſtrong Conſtitution, the Fever made 
haſte, and prevailed greatly in a little Time; Mr. Henry's 
Account of it is, That on the 3d of September they ſought 


to God for her, they wept and made Supplication ; and he 
adds, This Day ſhe is a little better; but then the next Day 


he ſays, © My dear Siſter Hulron, my true Friend, and one 
« 'whom Chriſt loves, is very fick, grows worle and worſe, 
«it is a ſore Breach that God threatens us with, this Af. 
© ternoon fhe begins to be delirious, a little before the 1:1d 


to me, Brother, there is ſomething worſe than. 4 fflidtien; | 
© have been carneſt with God for her Recovery, I fnd it 


© hard fo ſubmit, let the Grace of Chriſt be ſufficient for 
me; I have faid it, and I do not unſay it, Lord, thy Will 
be done. — 7 66 1% SETS 1 

The next Day which was the Lord's-Day, he writes 
thus, My dear Siſter hath been all this Day inthe Valley 
of the Shadow of Death,- delirious, talking inconfiſtent!y, 
* but with great-Mixture of Piety and Seriouſneſs ʒ but i 
wy Es . 


— 
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is afflicting to me, that one who was wont to open her 
* Mouth with Wiſdom, and never ſpoke an .impertinent | 
Word, ſhould now through: the Force: of the Diſtemper 
ſpeak ſo many, when juſt entring into the World of ever- 
laſting Light; Lord, thy Way. ts in the Sea; the next Night 


te came fomething to herſelf, but her Spirits and Speech 


failed, ſhe ſaid, Here is nothing but Confuſion and Emptt- 

' neſs, but it will not be long ſo; the next Morning between 
ſeyen and eight, ſhe quietly and without any Struggle fell 

« aſlcep, reſigning up her Soul into the Arms of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, . having not finiſhed the 29th; Year of her 
Age, lo ſoon is ſhe gone to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, and thus our Wounds arc multiplied; Lord ſhew 

' us wherefore thou contendeſt with us. On the Sth the 
deſpiled broken Veſſel which has held a great Treaſure, 
vas laid up ſafely in the Grave in Brides. Church, Mr. Lam · 


| © ence preaching on the Occafion, from Fob vii. 6. I loath 


in this World. AS Shes. 1 05 | 
Two Years after this Mr. Henry's Afflictions were re» 
newed upon him; in the Year 1699, God took away his 
Brothers in-Law, Dr. Tylflon and Mr. Radford, both reli. 
gious uſeful Perſons, that dearly loved him, and were be- 
loved by him. | e 
Dr. Tylflon was indeed an extraordinary Perſon, botn 
for intellectual and gracious Endowments; he was born 
not many Miles from Broad-Oak, intimately acquainted _ 
with that Family from his Youth, he. was of Trinity-Cof- © 
ge in Oxford, and made a great Proficiency in every ſort 
ot valuable Learning; he chiefly applied himlelf to the Study 
of Phyfick, and took his Doctor's Degree at Aberdeen in 
Scotland to eſcape enſnaring Oaths; he afterwards lived and 
practiſed Phyſick with the famous Dr. Sydenham; he mar- 
ned Mr. Henry's ſecond Siſter, and lived ſome time at 
Whitchurch, but afterwards removed to Cheſter, and became 
very eminent and uſeful in his Profeſſion, n. 
He had two Years before he died been dangerouſſy ill of 
the ame Fever his two Siſters died of, but he recovered, 
tho never to that degree of Heaith he had before; this laſt 


' it, I would not live always. Lord, I would not always live 


Ditemper came gradually upon him, but weakned and 
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waſted him very much, and at length, on the 1ſt of 41; ter 
- 2692, the Fever broke out with Violence, but his Mind pr 
continued calm and reſigned, ſaying to thoſe. about him, »: 
Ü bat we deſire we think is beſt, but God's Will we are (uri; Ml the 
%; he ſpoke. with Admiraticn of the glorious Manſien | 
above, and the glorious Inhabitants there; he owned that WM 80 
to think of the great Account, might well make any one Will (cy 
tremble, but ſaid he was fatisfied. in the Favour of God. uni 
He charged his Son never to affect any new Notions in na 
Religion, whatever he did in Philoſophy; the next Day be th: 
continued in the fame excellent Frame, repenting ot Sin, fox 
profeſſing his Faith in Chriſt,” and his comfortable Expectz. of 
tion of the Glory to be revealed; he expreſs d a great Con. Cl 
cera for the Church of God, and bleſſed God that he had w 
kept him from Deiſm and Socinianiſm, and that God had 
bleſſed him in his Profeſſion, and ſaid, if he had thought WW i: { 
his Time had been fo ſhort, he would not have ſpent ſo 16 
much of it in the Study of Heathen Authors, but that be WM. th: 
did it with a good Deſign; he expreſs'd a great willingneſ fer 
to die; not long after this Diſcourſe he began to be deliri. Me 
ous, and as that came upon him he had a great Conflict in 
his Soul; the next Day his Delirium went off, repeated 
Prayers were made for his Recovery, and they had ſome 
Hope; but on the 6th Day of the Month in the Afternoon, 
all Hopes failed them, his Spirits ſunk, he received the Sen- 
tence of Death in him ſelf, ſolemnly took Leave of his Chit | 
d &gren with Prayer and good Counſel, preſſing upon them 
* Diligence in Duty, and a Care to do that which may be 
reflected on with Comfort at Death, bore witneſs to the 
Pleaſantneſs of the Ways of Wiſdom, and declared the 
good Hope he had thro Grace of eternal Life. | 
Thus he continued gradually declining till the 5th Day 
of the Month, and about eleven a Clock that Night, be- 
ing Saturday, juſt before the Sabbath begun, he fell aſleep 
in Feſus, not only no Sting in his Death, but no Bands in 
it, not the leaſt Groan or Gaſp, but only a Cefſution 0 
Breathing, on which Mr. Henry writes, Sic mihi contingat 
vivere ſteque mori. He was buried on the 11th Day in 
Trinity Church, in a Burying-Place belonging to Aldermat 
Pool, and in the diſpoſal of his Brother Hulion; the Reve 


rend 


* * F 


rend Mr. Henry Newcome of Titnal, his intimate and kind 


Friend, preached his Funeral. Sermon, from Phil. i, 21. To | 


me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain; he gave him a juft, 
that is, a very honourable Character. 

On the Lectare- Day following Mr. Henry indulged his 
Sorrow by preaching from 2 Sam. ww 26. I am diſtreſ. 
{ed for thee my Brother Fonathan, very pleaſant haſt thou been 
unto me; endeayouring according to his own Words to 


make a good Improvement of ſo ſad a Providence; thoſe | 


that would take a further View of his Affection to Dr. Tyt- 


fon, may conſult the Poſtſcript added to the Third Edition 
of the Life of Mr. Philip Henry, where you have his juſt 


Character drawn up by him that knew him ſo well, and 
was ſo good a Judge of whateyer was truly excellent. 
Alfflictions ſeldom come alone, this good Family found 


ito; for this ſame Year, in the Month of Auguſt, on the 


16th Day Mr. Radford fell fick of a Fever, and on the 2zoth, 


the Lord's-day, he died; the Day before he died, many 
fervent Prayers were put up to God for him, that fince the 


Mother had been taken away before, the Children might 
not now be left fatherleſs too. Mr. Radford had been 


grave and ſerious from his Youth 3 when he came to die. 
he was ſomewhat uneaſy about his Affairs in the World, 


but expreſs'd himſelf with great ſatisfaction as to his Soul; 
the Morning that he died, he deſired he might be ſolemnly 
given up to God in Prayer, and then declared an intire 


Confidence in the Righteouſneſs and Meditation of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he acknowledged many Infirmities, but 


faid if he knew his own Heart, it was ſincere with God, 
he ſpoke very well till within a few Minutes before he di- 
ed ; about eight of the Clock in the Morning he finiſhed 
his Courſe, he was newly entred on his 41ſt Year, and 
was interr*d on the 22d Day of the Month; Mr, Henry 


preached on this ſorrowful Occafion, from Pſal lxxxviii. 


18. Lover and Friend haſt thou put far from me, and mine 


Acquaintance into Darkneſs; My Aim (ſays he) was to 


improve the Providence for the Good of many, the Lord 
* fanQiify it to us all; many lamented the poor Infants, 
' now forſaken of Father and Mother. 


| 
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By the Death of Mr. Radford, a great Load of Trouble and 
Care fell upon Mr. Henry, which he thought it his Duty 
to undertake, tho? he forefaw it would be ſome Hindrance 
to him in his Work ; but the Providence of God caſt it up. 
[i 3 on him, and he durſt not decline it; his Love to the dear 
my Children would not ſuffer him to ſtand by and ſee all their 
Affairs run into Confufion ; he took upon him the Admini. 
_—  ftration of Mr. Radford's Eſtate, on which ſhe ſays, * I took 
the Oath in the Biſhops Court, with a Reſolution by the 
. Grace of God ſtrictly to obſerve it, and J have earneſtly 
1 prayed tliat he would give me renewed Degrees of Wil. 
dom for this new Care; in another Place he ſays, 
_— = am much taken up with Brother Radford's Affairs, in 
| * which I am as one out of my Element, but God's Pro- 
* vidence, my own Conſcience, and a tender Concern for 
the Orphans oblige me to it: And it proved very happy 
for them that their Affairs were in ſuch a Hand, for by 
1 his great Prudence and diligence in that Matter, to which 
SGS “od was pleaſed to give his Bleſſing, Effects were got in, 
Debts paid, and all Matters ſo diſpoſed, that ſo much was 
faved tor the Children, as may, through the Bleſling of 
God, put them into a Capacity to live comfortably in the 

World, DE Eo | 
I think it my Duty to mention it, as a thing very Praile. 
worthy in-Mrs, Henry, that ſhe was far from oppoſing the 
kind Defigns her Husband had for theſe afflicted Relations; 


mily ſeveral Years, and knew very little of the want either 
of a Father or Mother; they took Inſtructions well, and 

much improved in their Uncle's Family; they fought the 
God of their Fathers betimes, and have taken hold of his 

Covenant, and he has bleffed them; they all very thanks 

fully own Mrs. Heury's great Tenderneis and Affection to- 

wards them, they honour her as a Mother, and J doubt 

not but ſhe has in this approved herſeir ro God, and that 
de will not ſuffer her or hersto be Loſers by it in the fo 
YI = e TD re 
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many to the contrary, that I could not forbear to take 


ce Notice of this, that it poſſible others may be provoked by 
up. to Lore and to good Works. — 
car H have beeh ſomewhat large upon the Subject of Mr. 


ys relative Religion, and could yet add much more, 


lated had a Share in his afſectionate Concern ; he uſed 
{ct apart ſome Time to pray for them by Name, and not 


ly Wh them only, but for his intimate Friends, who were 
il. Nored upon by him as Relations, and treated as ſuch ;. he 
* 1 his very kind in writing good Letters to his Friends on 
in Wl 0ccafions, and very ſpeedy in anſwering theirs ; his 
ro. eters were full of prudent Advice, moſt pleaſant and in- 
for Nous Obſervations , and all breathing true Chriſtian 
Pp) orc and Friendſhip, diverting and at the ſame time impro- 
by Wis the many that he fayoured with his Friendſhip and Cor- 
ich {ondence ; I believe they all eſteem his Letters as a 


at Treaſure, and carefully preſerye them as ſuch, I am 
re ſome do, and love to look over them, in which it ſeems 
them that he being dead, yet ſpeaketh. 5 


Thoſe. that think I have dwelt too long upon this Head, 


bald do well to remember, that in relative Piety the Re- 
ty and Excellency too of Religion appear as much as in 


the Wi) thing elſe ; what a happy Tendency has it where it thus 
ns; Nerails, to make Families eaſy and comfortable? If all 
ices r Families were compoſed of Perſons of ſuch a Temper 
ule, spirit as we have ſcen-in Mr, Henry, we ſhould enjoy 
uta Wt only aChurch in the Houſe, but even an Heaven upon 


th ; and tho” it be but a melancholy thing to write and 
d fo muchas here we have done of Sickneſs, Deaths 
d Funerals, yer theſe are what all our Families muſt be 
King and preparing for, and nothing but a vital Principle 
Uyine Grace can give us either ſufficient Direction or 


oa o 
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his rrort when ſuch trying Times come upon us. Reli- 
nk · n muſt needs be the beſt thing at all Times, for it is exi- 
| . y the beſt in a Time of Affi ction. WET. 
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here are ſo few Inſtances of this Nature in our Days, and 


A 3 
/ . 
2 —— 
n . . nt ox 
© 2:85 26 = — * Kd 


ery Branch of the ſeveral Families to wifich he was 


__ —_— —ů —— — — 
. HE, =o RnB a 


n 


= 2 NEST. = 3 22 
boys < 8 — — ad 2 — 
* ym — 
7 


© —_— * 
2 * 5 


— 7 . — 


OY 7 rr = - : 
8 yo a RO... . 
4 PPP A en Horne: I 1 
os - "S- TIT 2 „ — g —_— A — — - G . \ \ 
n ; 2 pe. ED F ; S = > 


> 
: 
: 
| 
i 

” 


8 
- id F * 
* 2 © 2 , 7 TY » ne * _ | 
: 3 o Ro 88 * a 
* * * * „ — 4 
io fr . . * bY * 


5 Pp N ** by * 
— 3 , L 4 
* of _ — 5 0 5 F 
4 : © 1 ; 
< ; = ' « - * * k * 
Wi” * . , o a 2 3 4 
* 1 , 
op , 
. = * 
- A - 
i 234 | ; a+ : 
/ - hb. 4 Ce 


His Miniſterial Conduct, more abundant Labin 


many Tears in Cheſter and the Parts adjacen 


and Relative Religion, his excellent Spirit and Behayic 


Was pleaſed to make in his Family, and among his Friend 


to this he was intirely devoted, and in this he did tn 


Spirit than what generally prevails in the World. 
Way different from the National Eſtabliſiment, ther 


ner; they have common Prejudices to encounter, and { 
of them very inveterate ones; the Stream of Cuſtom 
bear ſtrongly in upon them, they are obnoxious to poP 


no very favourable Eye; every Body thinks he hasak 
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iſdom, Diligence, Faithfulneſ, Accepta 
and Succeſs in all the Parts of his Mort, 


SLE have ſcen Mr. Henry brought by a good Proj 
VVdence to Cheſter, and very comtortably ſettled the 
we have taken a View of him in his Chriſtian Occonon 


both under the Smiles and Frowus of Providence; hit 
to his Miniſterial Performances have only been touched u 
on incidentally, and with a Reſpect to the Changes 6 

But the Miniſtry was his choſeo and delightful Bufag 


ſpend himſelf and was ſpent, and it is from thence that 
muſt draw the principal, moſt lively and diſtinguiſh 


Prerts of his Character. It has been often ſaid, Ag 
= oftendit virum, let a Man be made a Magiſtrate, and 
hall ſoon know what he is; the Miniftry will as cf 
aally diſcover the Man as the Magiſtracy, and much mc 
= 2s it is an Office attended with greater Difficulties and Te 


tations, it certainly requires another and a more excel 


And when the Caſe is fuch that the Miniſters find:te pk 
ſelves obliged in Conſcience to exerciſe their Office, 


ſomething in it of yet mere pecaliar Diſcrimination, 
eſpecially when they are allowed to do it in a publick 


Suſpicions and ſealouſies, their Conduct is obſerved | 


to examine with ſome Severity the Temper, Behay10 


— 
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Performances, of thoſe that go out of the common Road 
under Pretence of Conſcience, and cannot in all Things 
-bnff to the Dictates of their Superiors in Church and 
eecte» Theſe ſcrupulous Perſons make themſelves a kind 
of pectacle to the World; every doubtful Step they take 
il becenſured, every falſe Step aggravated, and the Error 
jill preſently be transferred from the Perion to the Cauſe ; 
and fince the ir Non-conformity is judged to be a condem- 
ting of the Conſtitution, thoſe that adhere to the Conſti. 
tion will be too well pleaſed with any Occaſion that is 
gen to condemn that Non- conformity. 


Theſe are the common and natural Inconveniences that | 


tend a Diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Church in Matters of 
fred Adminiſtration, they are generally the fame every 
where, whether on the South or North. ſide of Tweed, and 
they rather reſult from what is common to human Nature 


n its imperfect State, than for any thing peculiar to this or 


hat Party of Men as ſuch. 29 * 
Under theſe Diſadvantages Mr. Henry ſet out in the Mi- 


MWeilry, and went on to the laſt ; and even theſe Things, 


which ſo often ſerve to expoſe Men of weak and unwary 


lands, contributed to his Honour; theſe Shades helped to 
-1 get him in a true Light, and gave him the fairer Opportu- 


lty of letting the World ſee the Humility, Self.denial, Can- 


lor, Integrity and Wiſdom, with which he was fo richly - 


miſhed. 3 5 | 4 
No fooner did he come to Cheſter, the Place to which 


od had ſo manifeſtly called him, but he immediately fee 
limfelf to perform his Vows, he was in Labours more a- 
undant both in the City and the Country adjacent. Sure- 
if ever Man fulfilled his Miniſtry ſince the Apoſtolical 
ge, he was the Man; no Body looks upon his prodigi. 


+ Induſtry as a common Meaſure, to which all others 


re obliged to come up; thoſe that have not the Strength _ 


If Body, freedom and readineſs of Thought, natural fer- 
dur and eaſineſs of Expreſſion, can no more come up to 
W Standard, as to the Muititude, Variety and Excellency 


t Miniſterial Services, than a Child can bear a ſtrong 
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We muſt not plead this diſparity of Abilities, in excyſ; 
for our ſinful Defects; had we begun as early with God 
aud Religion as he did, and as well improved our Morniry iſe 
Time, had we been as much in Prayer and other prepar,, We 
| toty Work for the Miniſtry, had we entred upon it with 
the ſame aweful Concern, and kept up in our Minds that 
lively Senſe of the Majeſty of God, the Worth of Souls, Co 
and the Reality of an eternal World, we might have come 
nearer to him both in Labours and Succeſs than moſt of uc re 
do; but God will have his diſtinguiſhed Worthies in even 
Age, and in ours Mr. Henry was one of the firſt three. Wiſer: 
Eis Labours were ſo many and great, that in order toi 
our taking a particular View of them, it will be neceſſary ſion 
to reduce them to their proper Heads, of which you may 
take the following Scheme; they were either ſuch as he 
was converſant in, | 
" I. At home among his own People; and theſe were ci 
ther, | nn 
1. Conſtant; as on the Lord's day, on Le&ure-days, 
Cathechiſing on Saturdays, and Monthly Sacraments, Con- 
ferences and Congregational Faſts. Or, | 
28. Occaſional ; and theſe either, 9 
1. Publick, as Faſts and Thankſgivings; or, 
2. Private, on Family Occaſions, Viſiting the Sick, A 
monitious, Viſiting and Preaching to the Priſoners at tit 
- Caftle, and Reformation Sermons. | 
II. Abroad in Neighbouring Places and Congregations 
as Lectures in ſeyeral Places, Meetings of Miniſters, Or 
dinations of Miniſters, Funeral-Sermons for Miniſters an 
others, and yearly Journies to Viſit the Churches. 
We muſt begin with the Miniſterial Labours he perfor 
med at home among his own People; for tho* his Soul wi 
too large to be confined to them, yet he was very ſenſd 
they had the beſt Title to his Services, and he never woll 
injure them to ſupply other Churches. 


1 


His conſtant Work on the Lord's. day at Cheſter. was ef tt 
| pray fix times in Publick, to ſing fix times, to cxpounglgum 
twice and preach twice; and this he did for many Tes 


together. His Method was, 2 
Aft 


Mr. MaTTHEw! HEN RV. 117 
After having worſhipped God in his Family, in the man. 
ner that has been already mentioned, he went to the Con- 


gegation exactly at Nine of the Clock, began the Publick - . 


Worſhip with finging the 100 Pſalm, then prayed a ſhort 
but feryent and ſuitable. Prayer, then he read ſome part of 
the Old Teſtament, and expounded it, going through it in 
Courſe from the beginning to the end, then he ſung another 
Palm, then he prayed for about half an Hour, then he 
preached about an Hour, then prayed and ſung uſually the 
117th Pſalm, and then gave the Bleſſing; he did the ſame 
exitly in the Afternoon, only then expounded our of the 
New Teſtament, and ſung at the end the 134th Pſalm, or 
ſome Verſes of the 136th; this was his conſtant Lord's. 
dars Work. | | 3 

n Singing, he always made uſe of David's Pſalms, or 
other Scripture Hymns; he collected a Set of them, ſuch 
4 he thought moſt uſeful and edifying, and digeſted them 
under proper Titles, according to the Occafions to which 

ey were adapted. He prefer d Scripture Plalms and Hymnus 
fr before thoſe that are wholly of humane Compoſure, 
wich are generally liable to this Exception, that the Fancy _ 
too high, and the Matter too low, and ſometimes ſuch as 
a wiſe and good Man may not be able with entire ſatisfa- 
tion to offer up as a Sacrifice to God. In this Work df 
Praiſe he took great delight; one might eafily diſcern hows 
his Soul was upon the Wing, it was a part of Worſhip for 
which his Soul was particularly form'd, being himſelf of an 
affectionate, chearful, thankful Temper. E 5; 2620 
la Prayer, his Gifts and Graces eminently appear'd, he 
ud a wonderful Faculty of engaging the Attention, and 
Riling the Affections of his Aſſembly; in his ſecond Prayer, 
te was always copious, though never tedious; he was ver 
full in Confeſſion of Sin, and very tender and humble, ag- 
garating the Evil and Guilt of it in a very clear and con- 
macing manner; his Prayer was always ſvited to the State 
of the Congregation, to the Seaſon, to the State of the Na- 
tion, and of the Church of God; in Supplication for Mer- 
& he was very earneſt and particular, pleading the Name, 
ud Sufferings, and Meditation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for 
don and Peace; he was large and full in Praying for 
4 * 2 | | Grace, 


9 
* . 
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Grace, and uſed to mention the particular Graces of the H 


in God, earneſtly begging that theſe Graces might be truly 


to the Caſe, and the Sympathy 


ding whatever might appear diſreſpectful to our Governerz 
= in Authority diſcovered the Reverence he had for the Gc 
God had inveſted with it; all ſedit ious, ſaucy Reffection 
upon the Ruler of the People, how artfully ſoever couched, 


with them. 


raſalem, he thought it his Duty to give him no reſt till he 


and though he did not live to ſee what he ſo much deſitel 


3  ELIFE of . 
1y Spirit, as Faith, Love, Hope, Patience, Zeal, Delipht 


wrought in all, and might be preſerved, exerciſed, encre; 
ſed and evidenced to the Glory of the God of all Grace, 
In Supplicatiens for the afflicted he was very particular 
ſeldom torgetting any Caſe that was either known to hin 
ſelf, or put up in Writing; his Requeſts were very pertinent 
of his Heart with the afj 
cted was very apparent, by the tender and Affectionate man ent. 
ner in which he uſed to plead with God for them. 
In his Requeſts for the Natjon, he was conſtant and ear 
neſt; many a time has he wreſtled with God in the Pulpit 
for the Land of his Nativity, and herein he expreſs'd him 
ſelf with Humility, Meekneſs and Wiſdom, carefully ayoi 


and though he knew not how to give flattering Titles 
leſt his God ſhould cut him off, yet his Prayers tor thoſe 


vernment, as the Ordinance of God, and for thoſe th ene 


he utterly diſlik'd in common Converſation, and therefore 
could never be guilty of profaning the Worſhip of Gold 


As a Watchman that God had ſet upon the Walls of 7e- 


had eſtabliſhed his Church, and made her a Praiſe in th 
midſt of the Earth; the State of the Reformed Churche 
was much upon his Heart, according to the Trials and Dan: 
gers they were expoſed to from Time to Time; and many: 
fervent Prayer of his is ſtill upon File, for the poor Rem1ans 
or rather Ruins, of the French Churches, that God would 
build thoſe waſte Places, and come to the ſeemiog perpetul 
Deſolations, and reſtore to his People their loſt Privileges 


yet as he prayed for them, ſo he believed for them, th: 
God would appoint them a ſet time and remember them, 
that the Year ot the Redeeraed would come, even the Vet 
of Recompences fog the Controverſies of Zion, often = 


2s: AO 1:1 FR i: 
In this Diary, Sept. 10. 1699. I find this Note, This D 
I preach'd of God the chief Good, from Pſal, lxxii, 1 


i thhom have I in Heaven but thee? And there is un Ml © 

+: Earth that I deſire beſides thee. - I had ſome ealargeme a 

of AﬀeRions, and I find ſome prejudice to my bodi n 

8. < Strength by my Over. earneſtneſs, but I cannot helpit, | 

+ © I believe the Things I ſpeak to be true and great, an; * 

.* would be in my Work as one that is in earneſt. 

His Preaching as truly Evangelical, Spiritual and 5 , 

Kical;z' he ſbunn'd.not to declare the whole Counſel of Go < 

he loved to preach of Chriſt, and in his Diary otten declar A 

He was beſt pleaſed when he was upon that ſweet Subjea, il .. 

ving preached concerning Chriſt as our Paſſover, and! N 
Blood ſprinkled upon the Saints as their Safety, Nov, 

4690, be has this Remark, If is moſt pleaſant 10 m 

preaching. Chriſt ; and-afterwards, I am moſt in my Eleni an. 

when I am preaching Chriſt and him crucified ; and he lor 7, 

that others ſhould preach, Chr it; in the Year 1709. 4 {01 

1. he has recorded it, This Day Mr. Ba/zer preached, M | 

Air. 5+ God ſent forth'his Son, he preached much of Chi f 

+, whom Llove to hear of, And Feb. 12. 1710. having 25 

pounded five-of Solomon's Songs, he adds, The more 1th jen 

ard ſpeak of Chriſt, the more reaſon ] ſee to love him. Wn; 

But he thought it alſo neceſſary to preach up Holiae 54:1 

and did conſtanily affirm it as a faithful Saying, 1% for 


that believe on God ſhould he careful to maintain good Ho. 
- & this Saying he knew was as faithful in its place, as that 7e 
CChriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners ; both of them 
faithful Sayings, not only true in themſelves, but ſuch 
Miniſters are bound in faithfulneſs to inſiſt upon in ti 
ge Preaching, {uch Preaching is faithful Preaching, 3 fait! 
EX {Saving. IO / | 
+ Sou i 0 more conſtant way of Preaching, he fixed up 
certain Set of Subjects, fitly rang d and methodiz d un 
general Heads; but together with theſe there were int 
mixed many occaſional Diſcourſes, ſuited to the State cit 
People, or to any remarkable Diſpenſations of Provident 
which he was always very careful to obſerye, and to rec 
and to improve by Preaching, to the advantage of him 


and others. 
i 
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His Method of Subjects that he preach d upon for Twen- 
ty five Years together at Cheſter J have receiv'd, as it was 
drawn up by himſelf a little while before he left that Place; 
and I think it well worth a room in theſe Memoirs, as it 


bers him to be a Forman that needed not to be aſhamed, 
ghtly divid.ng the Word of Truth. 
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"ON The firſt Sermou he preach'd publickly in Cheſter, June 
2. 1637. on Thurſday the Lecture Day, was from 1 Cor. 
10 il, 2, For ] determined to know nothing among you, but Feſus 


Chriſt and him crucified ; he then expounded the 1ſt Fialm, 
ind fo went on expound ing the Pſalms on Lectu:e-Days, 
nd went 077 them five times during his ccntinuance there, 
aways with variety of Matter. 232 5 
In July he began a Set of Sermons to open the Miſery 
of a liaful State, from Rev. iii 17. Thou 0 Jam rich, 
and from Erh. ii. 1. You hath he quickned who were dead in 
Ireſpaſſes and Sins, and from John viii. 34. Whoſotver 
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. OE commuteth Sin, is the Servant of Sin. | 
d, G In October he began a Set of Sermons about Conyerſion, 
Chi from March. xi. 28, 29, 30. Come unto me all ye that are 
ig weary and heavy laden, and from Ezekiel xvili. 30, 31. Re- 
» 1 thi 


ent, and turn yourſelves from all your Tranſgreſſions, ſo ſhall 
mt Iniquity be your Ruin; and from Fer. iii. 22. Return ye 


oline bxckfiding Children, and I will heal your Backſlidings ; and 
hat 1 from Fob xx1i- 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and be 
Nor "i at peace; and from Luke xi. 222. When a ſtrong Man ar- 
it 7:0 med keeperh the Houſe, and then opened the Converſion of 
hem i Paul, 4s ix. 1. with Evidences of Grace; this Subject he 
(uct! Wi totiaued upon till July 1689. almoſt two Vears. ER 
n la An guſt tollowing, he entred upon the Subject of a well 
tat ocdered Converſation, from P/al. l. and from ſeveral Texts 
laid down Twenty Directions for the right ordering the 
| up Ceaverſation-. = ROI. 
d vol 1. Fix a right Principle of true Grace in the Heart, 2 
e ia Cor. i. 12. Noe with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of 
te 01 ee gave had my Converſation in the World,  __ 
vidcu 1. Eye the Goſpel of Chriſt as your great Rule, Phil. i. 
ö reco 


"x oy let your Converſation be as it becometh the Goſpel 
Chriſt,” _ 2 „„ N 
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Fienewing of your Mind. 
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own Heart upon your 3 He ſtill. | 


follow his Steps. 


— Wo _— — at 
2 


\ 


—_ . 
Fet the Lord aimways before me; becauſe be is at my Right. 
band, I. ſhall not be moved. 
4. Keep your Hearts with all diligence, Prov. iv. 23. Ke 
thy Heart with all diligen:e, for out of -it are the Iſſue if 
Le. | 


5. Abide always under the Rule of the Fear of God, nu 
Prov. xxiii. 17. But be thou in the Fear of the Lord all the 
6. Be not conformed to this World, Rom. xii. 2. And 
Se not conformed to this Morid, but be ye transformed ty the 


7. Live in a conſtant dependance upon the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Col. iii. 17. Wharſoever ye do in Word or Deed, di 
all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 


1 — 


8. Take your AﬀeQions off from preſent Things, 1 7ohn 
11. 1 5. Love not the World, nor the Things that are in tht 
World. _ 3 3 | 
9. Be always ftanding upon your Watch, Mark xiii, 3). 
| What I ſay unto you 1 fay unto all, Watch. - | e p 

10. Keep a Confcience void of Offence, Acts xxiv., 16. rin 
Herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a Conſcience vii pub 
of Offence toward God and toward Men. | 

11. Lire by Faith. Gal ii. 20. The Life which I now liv Wh, ff 


in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved Nini 


me, and gave himſelf for me. 0H 1 
12. Be much in communing with your own Heart, C 
Eſal. iv. 4. Stand in awe and (in not, commune with pour 
7 3. Set a double Watch before the Door of yeur Lips, 
Pal. xxxix. 1. I/aid, I will take heed to my Ways that 1 ſin 
not with my Tongue, I will keep my Mouth with a Bridle. | 
14. Follow the Steps of the Lord Jeſus. 1 Per, ii. 2. 3. 
Chrift ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example that ye ſnould Shall 
1 . Lay before you the Examples of the Saints, Bes. vi 
12. That ye be not ſlot ful, but Followers of them that through Ml 5. 


_ Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. SHEER 
16: Be very cautious what Company you keep, Frou. 6. 
xiii. 20. He that walketh with wife Men ſhall be wiſe, but «Bj $, 
Companion of Fool, ſhall be deſtrayed. 17. Make 


Pg 
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17 Make Conicien: e how you ſpend your Time, Epheſ. 


V 16, Redesming "the Time becauſe the Days are evil. 


18. Pray to God for hoty Wiſdom, James v. 1. If wy of | 


yin lack V. ſdom, let him ask it of God. 
Be often thinking of Death and Judgment, 2 pet. il. 


Il Seem then that all theſe things ſhall be diffolved, what 


manner of Perſons ought ye es be in all holy Converſati n ans 
odlineſs. 


10. Converſe nach with Heaven, Phil. iii. 20. For ur 


merſation is in Heaven, from whence wo look for a 8. 


jour. 


| 


When he had finiſhed a Set of Sermons, he uſed in a 


termon or w/o to make a Recapitulation of the Subſtance of 

what had been delivered. This Courſe of Sermons upon 
he Converſation held him almoſt a Vear and half, and then 
o uſe his own Words) having thus laboured for Converſion 


nd 2 good Converſation, he next endeavoured for the 
anſolatſon of Go.'s People, from 1/aiah xl. 1. Comfort ye, 


fort ye my People, ſaith your God, And in order to this 
e propoſed to open the Covenant of Grace as the great 


priog of Comtort, from 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. He hath made 


th me an everlaſting Covenant. 
This Covenant he opened and explained very particular- 


, ſhewing what the Covenant contained in it; this he be. 


min March, 169 1. 


1.) God in the Covenant, Heb. viii. 10.1 will e to them 25 


ba that is, 
1. A Father, 2 Cor. vi. 18. I'will be # Fardvy; to you, and 


e ſhall be my sons, and Danghters, ſauh the Lord the Ab 


615. 5 74 4 

:. A Husband; Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of 
If in his Name, and thy Redeemer the holy One of Iſrael. 

3. AShepicrd, Pal. xxiii 1. The Lord 1 is "wy Shepherd 4 


All Not want. | 


A King, Pſal. xliv. 4+ Thou art my Ning, 0 God,” 


wnand Deliverances for Facob. 
5. A Sun and Shield, P/al. Ixxxiv. 11. The Lord God i 154 
in and Shield, the Lord will gize Grace and Glory. 


6 A Portion, Lam. ili. 24. The Lord is my Portion ſaith | 


Ib, pre wilt 1 hope in him. 
F 2 | 7. As 
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God for ever and ever, he will be our Guide even unto Dea 
5 They ſhall be to me a People. 


ſerve thee, and give thee for a Covenant to the People; th, 


made bob one, & c. 


High. Prieſt of our Salvation, Chriſt Feſu. 


Salvation perfect through Sufferings. 


this Covenant the Spirit is, 


; the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba Father. 
44. An Erneſt, 2 Cor, i, 22. #ho hath alſo. ſealed in 
and given uc the Earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts. wr” 


; : 1 4 
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| | 7. A eonſtant Guide, ; Fal „xlviii. 9. For this God i Y 


Inference; we muſt be to him a People, Heb. viii. 10 


(.) Chriſt in the Covenant, Iſaiah xlix. 8. I will n 


is, by this Covenant Chriſt is, 5 
1. Our Righteouſneſs, Fer. xxiii. 6. This is his Nan 
e ſhall be called, the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
2. Our Life, Col. iii. 4. Hben Chriſt who is our Life foalWrna! 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in Glory, 
3. Our Peace, Epheſ. ii. 14. For he is our Peace who hath 


4+ Our Hope, 1 Tim. i. 1. God our Saviour and the Ln 
Feſus Chriſt who is our Hope. ET 
5 . Our Redecmer, Job. xix. 25. I know that my Redet 
er liveth. | | | a; 


6. Our High · Prieſt, Heb. iii. 1. Conſider the Apofile ai om 
7. Our Captain, Heb. ii. 1 0. To make the Captain of the 10 


8. Our Fore- runner, Heb. vi. 21. Whither the Fore-rums 


4s for us entred, even Feſus. Rad 1 
9. Our Friend, Cant. v. 16. This is my Beloved and ti 4 
i my Friend. wy 5g . 
Inference; we muſt make Chriſt ours, Cant. ii. 16. V 

Beloved is mine and I am his. | men, 


83.) The Holy Spirit in the Covenant, Eph. i. 13. Af 


ye believed ye were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe; 


p I 

1. A Teacher, John xiv. 26. The Comforter which is UL. 
Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father ſhall ſend in my Name, beſt" 
all teaciz you all Things. V bo 
2. A Confoiter, Fobn xiv. 16. I will pray the_Fath WP! 


and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abide be 


with you for ever, e ven the Spirit of Truth, . 


. A Spirit of Adoption, Rom. viii. 1 5. Ye have receiuul 


Ie 


Mr. MATTHEW Henry, 125 i 
Inference; Grieve not the Spirit, Eph. iv. 30. Grieve 4 
the Holy Spirit of God, ee ye are ſealed to the Day 

the 


f Redemption: Thus God is in 
her, Son, and Spirir, 3 3 1 
4. Pardon of Sin in the Covenant, Heb. viii, 12. For I 
pill be merciful to their Unrighteouneſs, and their Sins and 

heir Iniquities will I remember no more. | 

5. Peace in the Covenant, John xiv. 27. Peace I leave 
yu you, my Peace I give untd on. 1 
6. Grace in the Covenant, Heb. viii. 10. This is my Co- 
mant, I will put my Laws into their Minds, and write them 
3 their Hearts. | | a Rein 
7. Acceſs to God in the Covenant,  Epheſ. ii. 18. For 
through him we both have an Acceſs by one Spirit unto tie 
Fathers thee ! N 2 
8. Ordinances in the Covenant, Ezek. xxxvii. 27, I will 
fer my Sanctuary in the midſt of them for evermore. 

9. Providences in the Covenant, Rom. viii. 28. Aud we 
ww that all Things work together for Good to thoſe that love 
C00. = dro 

10. Angels in the Covenant, Heb. i. 14. Are they not all 
niniſtring Spiriss, ſent forth to miniſter for them who ſhall 
be Heirs of Salvation. ah | 5 

11. The Creatures in the Covenant, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. 
All Things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, & c. 

12. Afflictions in the Covenant, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 31. 
If as Children forſake my Law and walk not in m udg- 
ments ; then will I viſit their Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, & c. 

13, Death in the Covenant, 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22. Or Lie 
ir Death, . 2 0 

14. Heaven in the Covenan“, Tit. i 2. In hope of eternal 
Life, which God that cannot lie promiſed before the World be. 
gan, = + 4k ets” ” 

This Set of Sermons upon the Covenant of Grace took 
up near a Year and half, from February 169 1, to July 1692; 
he cloſed them with a Repetition Sermon from 7ſaiab lv. 
eri make an everlaſting Covenant with you, even the 
civel i ſare Mercies of David. „„ N 
2 After” this he entred upon the Subject of Sanctiſication, 
the Manner in which he handled it was particular, but ve- 


Covenant, God the Fa- 


4, 7 


1-288  -— he EIPEW 
ry proper ; he fieſt treated of the Sin that was to be moni 
fied, and then of the contrary Grace that was to be exercj 
fed.; he began with the genera] Nature of SanCtificatior 
and then deſcended to the ſeveral Parts of it. 

In general, from Epheſians iv, 22. and 24+ Put of i 


ald Man, put.on the new.; the one is dying to Sin, theo Life 
cher living to Righteouſnels, | 855 2 
In particular, Rom. 
1. Put off Pride, Jer. xili. 15. and put on Hamility, T 
Pet. V, Fo NEAT 
obo Pur off Paſſian, Col. i iii. 8. Wy put on Meekneſi, wit 
Fez. Hi. 4. f the 
3. Pur of Covetuouineſs, Heb, Xili. 5. put on Con 01 
tentment, Heb. xiii. 5. crea 
4. Put off Contention, Gen. viii. 8. and put on Perceeliil | * 
bieneſs, James iii. 7. ſtu 
J Pur off Murmurings 1 Cor. x 10. and put cn PAH 
ence, .Luke xxi. 19. ſtin 
6. Put off Melancholy, Tal. xlii. n. _ put on Chen ( 
fulnels, Pſal. xxxvii. 4. 1 
7. Put off Vanity, Ecel, ii, 2. and put. on Seriouſnel Ml Y 
3 Fet. iv. 7. thr 
8. Put off Uncleannefs, Gal. v. 19. and put on Chaſlity,1 | 
theſe i ir. l. ve 
9. Put off Drunkenneſi, Luke vxi. 34+ and put on Ten # 
perance, 2 Tet. i. -G. | 
10. Put off Deceitfulneſs, Col, iii. ge and put on Hone-il *. 
3 1 Tet. ii. 12. 25 
11. Put off Hatred, Zev.-xix. 17. and put on Love 4 
I 


John xv. 12, 
12. Put off Hypocriſy, Luke wil: 1. and put on Sincerity, F 
Foha xxive 14. L 
13. Put off bad Diſcourſe, Eph, iv. 20. and put on good /” 
Diſcourſe, Epbeſ. iv 29. | 
14, Put off bad Company; P/al. cxix. 115, and put onl * 
good Company, Fſal. cxix. 62. 
1 Put off Security, 1 Thef, v. 6. and put on Watch: | 
Tulneis, 1 Thef. v. 6. f 
16. Put off Slothfalneſs, Rom. xii. 11. and Pot on Dib. 


| "gence, 1 Ter. iii. 14s, 


17. Put 
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194 Put off Folly, P/al. lxxv. 4+ and put on Prudence, 
Prov. XIV. 8. 1 PI De 
18. Put off Fear, Gen. xv. 1. and put on Hope, Prov, 
XIV. 3 2+ 1 Pet. 1. 13. ; 


morti; 
*Xerc 
ation 


off tha 


the o. 


2 


9. Put off a Life of Senſe, 2 Cor. iv. 18. and put on a 
Life of Faith. Gal. ii. 20. +; | 3 
20. Put off Seif, Matt. xvi. 24. and put on Jeſus Chriſt. 
Rom. il. 14. it : os 5 ty row 

This Courſe of Sermons on SanRification ro:k him up 
near the Space of two Years, it was finiſhed in April, 194. 
with 2 Recapitulation from Col. iti. 9,10. Ye have put of 
the old + Man with bis Deeds, and tut on the new Man, 
Con. which is re ne med in Knowledge after the Image of him that 

created him. 5 # 
cer ie then proceeded to treat cn the Subiect of Divine Wor- 
ſhip; he began with a general Diſcourſe trom Marth. iv. 
lo. Thow Halt worſhip the Lord ti Cod ani tha di- 
tintly confider'd,. 2 
ear (1.) O:digances of W.fhip ; ſuch as, | | 

1. Reading, the Scriptures, 1 Theſ. v. 27. I charge y:1s 
(neſs * Lord, that this Epiſile 6e read unto all the holy Bre- 

FF EN e 

2. Hearing the Word, from Ads. x. 33. Now thergfore 
we are all here preſent before God to hear all things that art 
ammanded thee of God. 5 | 
3. Prayer, from Epheſe vi. 18. Praying always with a 
manner of Frayer an I Supplication in the Spirit. 5 

4. Fraiſe, leb. xiii. 15. By him therefore let us offer ud 
the Sacrifice of Prayer continaally, that is, the fruit of our 
Lite, giving thanks in his Name. 1 


F. Siaging of Pialms, Col. iii 16. Teaching and adme- 
wiſhing one another in I ſalms and Hymns and Spiritual Sonzs, 
[mging with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord. | 
6. The Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. xi. 23. For I have rege · 
ved of the Lord that which alſo I delive: ed unto you, &c. 
(2.) Opportunities, or Occaſions of Worſhip. 
1. In Secrer, from Mat. vi. 6. But thou wien thou pray. 
enter into thy Cloſer, & c. | ls | "0 | 
2. In Families, 70h. xxiv. 15. Bus as for me and my 
Houſe we will ſer ve the Lord. At our Mals, 1 Tim. iv. 4. 
. F 4. | | Every 


ity, 


els, 1 


Pati 


Po 


3 


way he ſhould go. 


with gladneſs, come before his Preſence with Singing. 


give erate, 
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Every Creature of God is good, and nothing to be refu fed if 
it be received with Thankſgiving, for it is ſandified by the 


Word of God and Prayer. Here he preached of Catzchi 
ting and Education, Prov, xxii. 6. Train up 4 Child in the 


3. In Publick, from Hel. x. 25. Mot forſaking the zen- 
bling of ourſelves together as the manner of ſome is, &c. 


4. Efpecially on | the Lord's Day, from Deut. v. 12, Keep 
the Sabbath to ſanitify it, as the Lord 7 God * comman. : 


ded thee. ag 
| _ (3.) Of the Manner of Worſhi ; 
1. In Spirit and Truth, from bn i ive 14. God is a Spi. , 
rit, and they that worſhip hm muſt worſhip him in Spirit and the 
in Truth. | 
2. With Reverence and Goldy Fear, Heb. xii. 28. Let 1s 
have Grace whereby we may FEAR God _ 64%, with ke. 
verence and godly Fear. 
3. With Joy and Rejoycing, P/al. c. 2. Serve the Lord 


4. With Holineſs, Fſal. xxin. 2. qi the Lord i in the 
Beauty of Holineſs. 
5+ With Freedom of Heart to oak Duty, Pal. xxvil. 8. 
When thou ſaidſt, ſeek ye my Face 3 ny Heart ſaid unto _ 
thy Face, Lord, will I ſeek 

6. With Fixedneſs of Heart in the D 


Duty, P/al. Ivii. 7 
My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart is fixed, I will ſing and 


(4.) Of the Mediator of Worſhip, from Fohn iv. 6. Je. 


ſus ſaith unto him, I am the Way, and the Truth, and le ˙ 
N Wore ; 20 Man cometh to the Father but by me. | Man 


Our Duty to Chriſt the Mediator, | 
1. To know Chriſt, WING Hi. 10. That I may" know him, 
&c. 

2 To love Chriſt, I eBags i. 8. whom having not ſeen ye 
Soup: ap: ; 

3+ To honour Chritt, Join v. WR? That all Men ſhould 
honour the Son, &c. 

4. To truſt in Chriſt, pb. i. 12. 10 ff * in 
. N 
- 5% To walk in Chriſt, Col. ii. 6. $0 walk in on him. 1 

. To 


1 


6. To rejoyce in Chriſt, Phil. iii. 3. Aud rej oyce in 
Chriſt Feſus. e 42 4 r ee 
Theſe Diſcourſes were not finiſhed ti'l 1696. and were 
followed with another Set, concerning our Duty to our 
Neighbours, the Introductory Sermon from Gal. v. 14. For 
all the Law is fulfilled in one Word, even in this, Thou ſhalt 
he thy Neighbour as thyſelf 3 that is, | CS 
1. We mult take Cognifance- of our Neighbours Con- 
cerns, Phil. ii. 4. Look not every Man on his own things, but 
every Man alſo on the things of obern. 
2. We muſt render to all their due, Rom. xiii. 7. Render 
therefore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, & e. 
3. We muſt ſpeak Truth to one another, Zach. viii. 16. 
Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do, ſpeak ye every one the 
Truth to his Neighbour. © as bi es” p 
4. We muſt do as we would be done by, Mat. vii. 12. 
Therefore all things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
aro you, do ye even ſo to them, for this is the Law and the 


Prophets. 


5. We muſt live peaceably with all Men, Rom. xii. 19. 
a be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
al; Men. 5 i 2 * 

6, We muſt ſuccour and relieve thoſe that are poor and 
n diſtreſs, Lev. xxv. 35. If thy Brother be grown poor and 
alen in decay with thee, then thou ſhalt relieve him, yea, 
thi he be a Stranger or 4 Sojourner. &c. „ 

7. We muſt forgive thoſe that have injured us, Col iii. 


1}. Forbearing one another, and forgtving one another; F any 
- bath a quarrel againft any, even as Chrift forgave you, 
valſo do ye, , © n 
8. We molfpleaſe our Neighbours for their Good, Rem. 
. 2, 3. Let every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour for bis 
od to Edification, for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, &c. 
9 We muſt reprove thoſe that do amiſs, Eph. v. 1 r. 
Ind have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
js, but reprove them rather. 2 Oh Es 
10. We maſt bear one annthers Burthens, Gal. vi. 2. 
ur one another, Burthens, and ſo: fulfil the Lam of Chriſt, 
11. We muſt Pray for one another, Fam. v. 16. Can. 
|: your Faults one to another, and Pray one for another that 
may be healed, 1 : 1, We 
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12. We moſt provoke one another to Lore and to goo n 
Works, Heb. x. 24. And let us conſider one another to pri. 
woke to Love and to good Works, 

Theſe Sermons of our Nuty to Crit and to. our Bre. 
hren, were finiſhed April ws 1696. with a-Recapitulati. 
en from k. Cor. xii. 27. Nom ye are the Body of Chriſt, aud 
Members in particular. 

They were followed with ſome ſeiect Diſcourſes abou! 
the. Reaſonablenels of being truly. Religious, the Intrcdy. 
Sion rem 7/. i. 18. Come now and let us reaſon: together ;| 
abe Reaſi ns for Religion are. 

. > The Relation we ſtand in toGodthat wade us, P/ al. c. z. 

The * the Wul of God concerning my | 

| vi. 7 ( 
F. The Worth of our fmt Souls, Mat. xvi. 26, 


4 Foe Wiſdom of being Reiigjous, Fob. xxviii. 28. þ 
7 The Vanity and nn of the World to mak 
| rey Fecleſ i. 2 3. 2 
8. Tr Vileneſs ot Sin, and ir certain tendency to małe = 
&vmilerable; Fer. ii. f. fe 
8 Thegictiors Diſcorerics of the Redeemer's Love,: 
Sn v. E . 2 
wenn The-great: Deſign of Goſpel Grace, Luke i. 74. 7% 
Fhe Mercies of God to us, Rom. xii. 1. thi 
3 The Malice of. Satan againſt us, 1 Pet. v. 8. | 
br. The Shortneſs of this preſent Life, Heb. xili. 17 wo, 
kz. The Sweetneſs of a Religious Life. Prov. iii. 17. : 
ez. The Seriouineſs of Dying, Job xiv, 14. tha 
4. The Strict: eſs of the Jedgmen: to come, Eccleſ. » 
IS this 
157. The State of Rewards and Fun ſhments in the oy 


ber World., Rom: i; 6, 778. 9. 
Theſe were concluded with a Repetition · Sermon fro 
the ſame Text with which: they were began, 1/a. i. U 


Come nom and let us reaſon together. 
He then conlidered the : Reaſens.or Cauſes why fo K 


ue Religious, as 2 
14. — Jo v. 4. 10 are fail oor Fog knew 
em of he the Lord... 
| a d 
| or 


My. MixTTrew Henry. T3c 
Tafidelity, Heb. iv. 2. The Word preached did not profit © 
* being mixed with Faith. 
3. Inconſiderateneſs, Iſa» i. 3» Lirael doth not know, my 
People doth not conſider. 
4. Pride, P/al. x. 4. The. Wicked. thro' the Pride of his © 
Countenance will nor ſeek after God. 
5. Prejudice, Adts xxviii. 22. Concerning this Sect we 
our Wl bew ig is every. where ſpoken againſl, 
FD: 6. Slothfuſneſa, Luke xiii 24. Strive 10 enter in at the 
er; frait Gate, 8 
7. Self Conceit, Prov. xxvi. 12. Stef then 8 Man w. iſe - 


c. z in his own Conceit, & c. 

U, 8. The Courſe of this World. Eph. ii. 2. Te walked. Ace - 

cording to the Courſe of this. World. 

6, 9. Cuſtom in Sin, Fer. xiii. 23. Can the Echiogian change - 

bis Shin ? 

nak 2419. Worldly. Employment, Marth. xxii. 5. One to his + 
Farm, an ther to bis Merchandiſe. 

make 11. World'y Laozehents, het Xix, 1. Ts is ; eaſerr + 

far a Camel, &c. | 

ve,: 12. Love of pleaſure, 2 «Tim. ki. FR Lovers of Pleaſure * 
more than Lovers of God, 

5: 13. Love cf the Praiſe of Man, Jus xii. 48. They loved 4 


the Praiſe of Men, &c. | 
114. In a Word, the wicked will fel [xxx 11. Lrael + * 
14. would none of me. 

This Set of Sermons hes ght him to the Year 1698. and 
that Year in June he began a Body of Divinity, which was 
his conſtant Sabbath Work, excepting an Sacrament Days 
this Body of Divinity, he had ſome Thoughts of Reviſing 
1nd } ubliſping, if God had ſpared him till he had hniſhed 
his Expoſition on the New Teſtament, but lince-that nov 
is become impoſſib e, I think it worth our while to take a 
view of the general Scheme and Heads of that great Work. 
which took up ſo much of his Time, for it continued tilltłe 
Tear 1512. and God ordered it ſo, that this ſhould: be the 
Bakne's not only of a confiderable Part of his Life, but of 
that Þ at of it, in which his Thoughts mutt be ſuppoſed to 
te moſt. mature, and he in the belt-Capacity-ta treat upon 
a dubject of ſuch an excellent Nature. hs 

- X 


"IS +, 
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The n Sermon was from Lake i. 4. That thou 


| 2 teſt knew the Certainty of thoſe Things wherein thou haſt 
. been inſt udted. The gener Heads were as follow. 


0 1 Cunrerning G 0 pb. 


5 I. That there is a God. Heb. xi. . He that eometh 1 
God muſt believe that he is: And if there be a God, 1. It 
is a fad thing to live without God Eph. ii. 12. and 2. It is 
a bleſſed thing to have him for our God, P/al. Ixiii. 1. 
II. That God is a Being infinitely ne and Glorious, ig 
1. He is a Spirit, John iv. 24. 

2. He is eternal, 1 Tim. i. 17. 5 | 
3. He is Unchangeable, James i. 17. ao 

4. He is Bleſſed, 1 Tim. i. 1% | | 
5. He is every where preſent, Eſal. exxxix. 7.8, 9 10. With « 

6. He knows all Things, Heb. iv. 13. | 7 1 
7. He is infinitely Wiſe, Rom. xvi. 27. = 

8. He is a God of infinite Power, Eſal. lrii. 11. | 
9. He is PRO Holy, I/. vi. 3. 

To. He is infinitely Juſt and Righteous, vſal, exlv. 17. 
n. He is infinitely Good, Exod. xxxiv. 6. and doth 
good, Pſal. cxix. 68. Common Inſtances of God's Goodnebs, 

© Pfat. exlvñi. . Special Inftances, P/al. Ixxiii. i. 1 
en of God's Goodneſs, Pſal. xxxiv. 8. 
12. He is a God of inviolable Truth. r exvii 2. 
6 O D's Titles. 
He is El Shaddai, Gen. xvii. 1 
Moſt High and Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Farth, Gen, xiv. 
19. 
Living God and Everlaſting King, Fer. x. 
God of Love, and God of Peace, 2 Cor. 1. 11. 
The Father, 1 Fohn ii. 13. 
Concluſion of the Subject of an Nawre, Attributes 
and Titles, Job xxvi. 14. 
III. That the 1 JsHOYAH' I is the One only Living 
{uo True God. ; 

. I concerns us to enquire after God, 76 xxxv. 10. 
2, We thall find that there is but one God, Mark. xii. _ 


3. T 


1 2 K 


Mr. MATTHEW HEN RT. 132 


' That the Lord is the only true God, John xvii. 3. 
, That there are three Perlons in the Godhead, 1 John 


KS 


4 That it is Man's chief Bubnefs to glor if God, 1 Cor. 


+ 
6. That it is Man' 5 chief * to enjoy God, P/al. 

li. 27, 26. | | 
70 
It 
is 


II. Concerning the 2 of God. 


1. That God's Word to Man is the Spring and Foun 
tion of all Religion, Rom. x. 7. | 
„ That the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 
the Word of God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 

. That the Book of the Scriptures was written for our 
eand benefit, Rom. xv. 4. i 
4. That the Word of God is the ſtanding Rule of our 
th and Practice, I/a. viii. 20. 

5 That God is himſelf fulfilling the Scripture, Mar xiv, 


on 


fi That the Scripture ought to be tranſlated 3 into the vu 
r Tongue, Ack, ii. 11, 

laferences ; g« Love the Word of God, P/al. « Cxix, 140. 
2. Search into the Word of God, John v. 38 

ls 3. Underſtand the Word of God, Luke xxiv. 47. 

1 4. Meditate upon the Word of God, Pſal.'i. 4. 

* Live ar tothe Word of God, Poſh. 1 i. 8. 


III. Concerning the Works of God. 


la general; 1. The Works of God are to be auge 
quired into by us, Pſal cxi. 2. 

„ His Works are according to his own Will, P/al. exv. 3. 
Þ They are all according to his Eternal en =p. i. 
E 2 

In pirticulle z I. The Work of Creation, 

I That God made the World, Gen. i, 1. Bs 

2. That he made all well and in fix Days, Gen. i. 3 1. 

3. That he made all by his Son, He. i. 2. 


W „ 1. Giye Glory to the Creator, Rev. iv. 11. 
245 Giye 


Vo 


2. Give thanks for the Creatures, 1 Tim. iv. 3. 
3. Be encouraged to truſt in God, Pſal- cxxiv. 8. 
II. The Work of Providence. | 


1. Univetſal Inſpection, Prov. xv. 3. 
2; Uairerſal Preſervation, Ne. ix. 6. 


3. Univerial Government, -Pſal.. ciii. 17. Concern py 
which obſerve, * 
1. The Providence of God orders both comfortable . 
afflict ive Events, Iſa. vlv. 7. * 
2. Providence ſon etimes: rewardsthe Good, and Fun ” 
eth the Wicked in this Life, Prov. xi. . ill 
3. Sometimes Providence allots Prolperity to the N , 
| el in this World, pal. Ixxiii. 12. 11 
| Inference; 1 Ooſerve the Motions of Providence, * 
evii. laſt | 1% 
2 Admire tae Depths of Providence, Rom. xi. 33. My 
5 N with the Defigns of Providence, Philip na : 
v. Concerning the Angels. vl 
16 
1. Good An . | © 
* THe N are the Satt tepuf God: Heb. i. 7. 5 
2. They are Attendants upon God, Pſal. ciii. 20. | 
3 They are the Subjects ot che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, A 
. 
— They rejoyce at the cbaverf om of Sinners, Luke I. 
FO. I. 
5. They are employed in Miniſtring to the Saints, ref 
xci. II, I2. 25 
5. By Faith we are related to, and in Comm union will - 3. 
the Holy Angels, Heb, xii. 22. neſs + 
II. Evil Angels. 4 
1. The Devil is au Apoſtate from. Gol, 2 Fel. ii 4. Ir 
2. He is a Reprobate and abandon'd, Heb, ii. 15. 2, 
3. He is a Lyar and the Father of Lyes, John vill. 4% 1! 
4+ He is the old Serpent, even Satan, Rev. , > WE - I 
1. He:is a Tempter, 1 1e, TR . . 


6. We are to maintain a * War againſt bim, 15 1 
ir. 7. 9 ( 


— — „%% ©. 
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V. Concerning Man.. 


. Of the Creation ot Man, 4. xvi. 27. made of one 
as Bloo}, c. 
"cc II. Ot Man's Body. 
1. The Meanneſs of the. Matter, Job xxxiii. 6. I am — 
md out of Clay. 

2, The Curiouſnele of the Form, P/al. cxxxix. 1 5. 

z. The Dignity of its Uſe, 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
© W III. Of the Cal of Man.. | 

ure Exiſtence of the Soul, Fob xxxii. 8. T bere i is &+ 
e, Hit in Man. 
T 2. The Immortality of the Soul, Eccleſ. iii. 21. Fe: 
a Iv. Of Man's Relaticn to God, and cne to another, 
55, Wye. ii. ro. Have we not all one we; hath nat one God. 


ib. 
' Wreated us!? &. 
v. Of Man's Dominion over his Crontnith Pſal viii. 6... 
VI. Ot the State in vhich Man was created | 5 | be WAS, , 
1 Holy, Gen. i. 26. | | 
2. Happy, Gen. ii. 15. 
7 * Ia a State of Probation, Gen. ii. 17. 
. VI. Concerning Sin. 5 : 


I. Of Sin in general. 


freſion of the Law. 

2. The Sinfulneſs of Sin, Rom 

3. The Fooliſhneſs of Sin, Fed. vi. 25. The W 
eſs of Folly. 

4. The Deceitfulneſs of Sin, Heb. li. 13. 

Inferences; 1. Do not in, 1 Fohn li. 1. 

2. Do not make a Mock at Sin, Prov. xiv, 9. 

Il. Of the Entrance of Sin. | 

1. The Evidence we have of Man's {Apoſlacy, keel vii. 
1). 

2. The Manner of the Entrance of Sin, Gen. ili. Is 2, 3» 


b, Ce. 


1 


1. The Nature of Sin, 1 ! iii. 4. Sin is the Trang 
vii. 13. Exceeding ſs ofa... b 
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III. Of the Propagating of Sin, Rom. v. 19. 
IV. Of the Extent of Sin, Rom. iii. 23. its Extent to ent 
of us, Pſal. li. 5. 
Inferences; 1. The Neceſſity of Regeneration, John ili. 

2. The ſovereign Freeneſs of Divine Grace, Iſa. xvii 
11. . 

V. Some Particulars of the Corruption of Nature. 

1. The Corruption of the Underſtanding, Eph. iv. 8. 

2. Ot the Imagination, Gen. viii. 21, 

3. Of the Will and Aſſections, Rom. viii. 7. 

4. Of the Conſcience, Fer. xvii. H .. 
VI. The Product of Original Corruption, which is au: 
Tran greſſion, Mark vii. 11. 

VII. The miſerable Conſequences of Sin. 

(I.) Immeudiate as to our firſt Parents. 

1. They withdrew from God, Gen. iii. 8. 

2. God drove them from him, Gen. iii. 24. 

( 2.) Remote as to all their Poſterity. 

I. Under God's Wrath, Efh. ii. 3. 

2. Under his Curſe, Gal. jii. 10. 

3. Liable to all Miſeries of this Life, Gen. iii. 17. 

4. To Death itſelf, Rom. v. 12, 


. 


5. To the Pains of Hell for ever, Matt. xxv. 46. 

Uſe; 1. To thoſe that are yet in this State, Gen. xix, 1, 
Up, get ye out of this Place, 55 N 

2. To thoſe that through Grace are got out of it, G. 
Xix, 17. Look not behind thee. SY 04-0 


, f e 1 / 
VII. Concerning our Redemption by Jeſus Chill q 
I. The prime Author is God, Hof. xiii, 9. In me is thin - 


Help. | 1 
1. God's Good -· will to Man defigned our Redemption, 
| r N 1 ES | 
Þ 2. God's Wiſdom contrived it, 1 Cor. ii. 7. 5 
5 3. The Patience of God left room for it, 2 Pez. iii. 15, 
| Ads xiii. 18. | : 5 
4. He hath choſen the Remnant to be redeemed, 2 T0 
ii. 13. | 5 | 


. 2 — 
* * « - 
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5. He hath ſettled it in the Covenant of Redemption, 
105 vi. 
6. tle hath condeſcended to deal with us upon 1 new 
ferms, Rom. vi. 14. 
7. e hath appointed and ſent the Saviour, Fohs iii. 16. 
8, In Chriſt he reconciled us to himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 18. 
Il. The Undertaker of it is Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
1- His three Names, JesUs, Matt. 1. 21. CHRIST, John 
41. OUR LoRD. Phil. ii. 11. 
„His two Natures, 1. He is Gop, Job i 1. 2. He is 
LN, John i. 14. 
I, His Incarnation. "HEE 
. He was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. i. 20. 
He came in the Fulneſs of Time, Gal. iv. 4. 
3 Among the People of the ems, Rom. xix. 5. He 
me, 
1. To bear Witneſs of the Truth, John xviii. 3 7. 
. To deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 1 John iii 7. 
3. To ſeek and to fave thoſe that were loſt, Luke xix 10, 
+ That we might have Life, John x. 10. he was wil- 
gto come, Heb, x. 7. and we oughs to rejoyce in his co- 
lag, Matt. xxi. 9. 
lv, His Offices in general; he is a Mediator, I Ti m. ii. 3. 
particular, 4 
(1,) He is a Prophet, John vi. 14. 
1, He executed the Office of a Prophet i in his own per. 
| on Earth, 
i. As a Preacher, Matt iv. 23s 
„As a Worker of Miracles, John iii. 2. 
. By his Example, John xiii. 15. 
He executes this Office now he is in Heaven. 
. By revealing God's Will to us, John xvii. 25. 
, By revealing it in us, 1 John v. 20. 
&) He is a Prief, P/al. cx. 4. a High me Hebs i ii. 


ac 


Aus 


. 14. 


Gen. 


"rift 
hint 
tion, 
. lle offered Sacrifice for Sin, Heb, x. 12. 

. To reconcile us to God by taking away our Sins, Dan. 
ha 


L To recommend us to God by ſanRifying our Servi- 
F Pet. ii. Je 


1 1 js 
Theſ 
1 He | 


Zo He 


oat 20 — un | 


2. He makes Interceſſion. Heb. vii. 25. and therefore 
we ſhould, . 15 5 
I. Hold faſt our Profeſſion, Heb. iv. 14. 


1 
2. Draw near, Heb. iv. 15, 1 5. | 
(3+): He is a King. Es pa bi . | ir! 
1. He is conſtituted and appointed by the Father to bei. 
King, P/al. ii. 6. > | 
2 He is King as Mediator, John v. 27. 
3. He is King over all the World, John iii. 35. 
4. He is in a ſpecial manner King of the Church, 270 
IX, 9. He executes the Office of a King, | 
1. In the Converſion of Souls to himſelf, P/al. cx. :. I 
2 la ruling his Subjects, Zech. vi. 14. Cal 
3. In protecting them, Michi v. 5. I 
_ 4+ In pardaning Offences, Matt. ix. 6. 2 
la recompenHng Services, Rev. ii. 10. 3, 
6. In reſtraining our Enemies, Rev. xx. I» 2. 4, 
7. In conquering them, 1 Core xv. 25. Let us therefor 5, 
de the Duty of Subjects, Fer. iii. .9, and dread the L Vor 
of Enemies, Luke xix. 27. | | I 
V. His ewo Eftates.. | I. 
(1,) His. Humiliation, 7/4, ii. 6. He humbled himſeiſ . 
n f In the Meannels of his Birth, Lu le ii. 16. , 4 
2+ In his Submiſſion to the Law, Gal. iv. 4. 3. 
3. In hs Life which was, 5 | 145 
I. A Lite of Poverty, no Riches, Matt viii. 20. 1, 
2. A Life of Diſgrace, no Honours, 7/al. xxii. 6. . 
3. A Life of Sorrow, no Pleaſures, I/aiah Mii. 3. He 2, 
fered, =} | #7 25 
1. From his Father, zfaiah liii. 10. x 
2. From Satan, Gen. iii. 15. U. J 
3, From wicked Men, Gen. xvii. 22, 23. 0-4" 
4. In his Death, the Death of the Croſs, Phil. it. f. 5: \ 
5. In his Burial, Eph. iv. 9. 8 2.0 
(a.) His Exaltation in general, Phil. ii. g. particu a.! 
1. He roſe again from the Dead, 2 Tim. ii. 8. I'S: 
2. He aſcended up into Heaven, Lale xxiv. 5 1. the . 1 
ery of it, John xx. 17. b.1 
3+ He ſat down at the Right Hind of God, Mar: "WP". - 


19. 
; & 


- 
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He ſent the Spirit, Ads ii. 23, . | 
5, lle will come again in Glory at the laſt Day, Matt, 
vi. G4. ; 
Repetition Sermon, from 1 Cor. xv. 2. By which alſo ye 


ae ſaved, if ye keep in Memory what I have preached. 5870 
ben , unleſs ” have believed in vain. SI 


VIII. Concerning the Application of the 
REDEMPTION. 


— 


| 3 The Application of it to the World i in the common: 
Cal 

1. It was ordered to be publiſhed, Luke xxiv. 47. 

2. It was publiſhed accordingly, Mark xvi. 20. 

3, Much Oppofition was given againſt it, 1 The. ii. 2» 

4. Yet it had wonderful Succeſs, Ads xix. 20. 

5 The Effects of it are to be continued to the end of the 
World, John xv. 16. 
II. The Application of it to par e Souls 
1, It is neceſſary that ĩt be particularly applied, Col. 1 28. 
% There are many to whom it is net particolarly appli- 
, Ads viii 21. | 
3. There is a Remnant to whom It is applied, Heb, iii. 
14 | 
1. The Author of the App'i ication of it is | the bleſſed Spi- 


i. 
He tu 1. He is ſent for this Purpoſe, Jobn xvi. 14. 

„ He is given to all-true Chriſtians, 1 John ive13- 

3. He doth his Work freely and powerfally, but lecret=. 
ly, John iii. 8. 

4+ We ouglit to pray for the Spirit, Luke xi. 13. 

5. We mult take hee i of quenching the Spirit. 

2. The Means of Application. 

1. By the Promiſcs on God's Part, 2 Pet. i. 4. 

2. By Faith on our Part, Rom. x. 4. 

3. The Method of Applic: tion. by effoctual Cal. ng. 

1. The Soul in effectual Calling is convinced of Sin, 
lam vii. . 

1 "—_— to be concerned about its State; Ad, ii, 22. 
9 The. 


ws m I FE 


3. The Mind is enlightned with the Knowledg: of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. ( 
4. The Will is renewed, Exel. xxxvi. 26. 1 

5. It is perfwaded to embrace Chriſt, John vi. 4 5. 2. 
6. It is enabled to embrace Chriſt, Fer. xxxi. 18. ; 

4. The Reſult of it is Union with Chriſt, 1 Cor. i 9. i 

1. Like the Union between Soul and Body, Gal. ii. 20, 'o 

2. Like that between Head and Members, Epheſ. iv. 1j. ii 

3. Like that between the Root and the Branches, Rom, fo 
„ 6, 

4. Like that between the Foundation and the Balls 
ane. 

bY Like that between the Hus and and Wife, Rom, iy. 


IX. Concerning rhie Divine Law. 


I. That God is the Law-Maker, Fames i ive 12. 
II. Th:t we are obliged to ſubmit to his Laws, Job. vi 


22 * 
III. That God has given to all the Law of Nature, An , - 
ii. 14, 15. „. 
Il. Beſides the Law of Nature, we have a written Lan 3.1 
Hof. viii. 1 2. | 20 
Vi. The excellent Properties of the Divine Law, YT I 
vil. 14. its Characters, Pſal. xix. 2. J 
VI. The Uſe and End of the Law. (3.) 

1. Todiſcoyer Sin, Rom, iii. 20. The 

2. To lead to Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24, (1) 
VII. The Obligations which Chriſtians are wader to t. A 
Law, Rom. iii. 31. 2. A 
VIII. The Summary of the Law, Love to God, M. A 
xxil- 37. Love to our Neighbour, Matt. xxii. 39. 7i. 1 


IX. The giving of the Law to Iſrael. 
1. The Mediator by whom it was given, — 
The Law was given by Moſes. | 
2. The Manner of giving the Law, Deut xxxiii. 2. 
3. The Method of 8 the Law., Deut. x. 4+ 
The Ten Commandments, the Preface, Exod. xx. v 
The Firſt Commandment, Exod xx. 3. 00 U 
| To) J. 
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(1) The Things requir d. PIG 

1. To acquaint ourſelyes with God, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 
2. To avouch him for our God, Deut. xxvi. 17. 

; To adore him and ſt-nd in awe of him, 1/aiah viii. 
RE. | 

4. To live a Life of Communion with him, Pfal. xxv. 
117. 9 e 
8 To live a Life of Confidence in God, P/al. Ixii. 8. 

6. To live a Life of Conformity to God, Eph. v. 1. 

2) The Things forbidden are, | 

1. Practical Atheiſm, Pſal. xiv. 1. 

2, Impiety and Irreligion, Rom. i. 20, 21. 

3- Spiritual Idolatry, Ezek. xiv. 3. that is, 

1. Covetuouſneſs, Col. iii. 7. * 

1, Senſuality, Phil. iii. 19. . . FE 
(3) The Reaſons of the firſt Commandment, Exod. x. 3. 
The Second Commandment, Exod, xx. 4, 5. 

(1) The Things required. - 

1, That we worſhip God, Rev. xiv. 7. 

:. That we worſhip him in the Way that he has appoint- 

l, Matt. xxviii. 20, 

3- In the Spirit, Phil. iii. 3. 

2) The Things forbidden. | | | 

1. M:king Images for religious Uſe, Deut. iv. 15,16. 

2. Joining in Idolatrous Worſhip, Dan. iii. 18. 

) Reaſons of the fecond Commandment, Exod. xx. 5. 
The Third Commandment, Exod. xx. 7 | 


* 


(1,) The Things required,  _ 155 : 
1. A Reyerence of God's Ordigances, Lev. x. 3. 
z. A Reverence of his Providence, Fob i. 21. 
. A Reverence of our own Engagements to him, Pſal. 
AVI. 11. | 
(2) The Things forbidden. AY | 
. An hypocritical Profeſſion of Religion, 1/aiah xlviii. 1. 
2. A ſcandalous Contradiction to our Profeſſion, 2 Sam. 
. Profanation of the Ordinance of Swearing, Matt. v. 
34. e. 11 ; po TN 4 | 
& The Profanation of other holy Things, Lev. xii. 15. 
6. The Reaſon, Exod, xx.7, | 

\ 1 | The 
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The Fourth Commandment, Exod. xx. 8. 
(.) The Things required. _ "_ 
I- The Sabbath Reſt, Exod. xx. 9. 10. 
2. The Sabbath Work, Pſal. xcii,-1.-* 
(2.) The Reaſons, Exod. xx. 11. 
The Fifth Commandment, Exod, xxii. 32. 
Requires the Duty, | 
I. Of Children, Exod. xx, 12. 
2. Of Parents, Epheſ. vi. 4. 
3. Of Servants, Tit. ii. 4 10. 
4. Of Maſters, Col. iv. 
5. Of Husbands and Wives, Epbeſ. v. 33. 
6. Ok Equals, 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
7. Of Magiſtrates and HR Rom. xiil. 5, 6. 
8. Of Miniſters and People, 1 Theſe v. La, 13. 
Reaſon of this Commaadment, Exod. xx. 12. 
The Sixth Commandment, Exod xx. 14. 
Forbids Murther, even Ileart and Tongue kertber 
Requires Mercifulneſs, Lake vi. 35. | 
The Seventh Commandment, Exod. xx. 14. 
Forbids Adultery, even in the Heart. 
Requires to keep under the Body, 1 Cor. ix 27. 
The Eighth Commandment, Exod. xx. 14. 
Requires, 1. As to our own — 
* 7, Diligence, Prov. xxvti. 23. 8 
2. Honouriag God with them, Prov. iii. 9, 1 
2. As to the Eſtates of others. 
1. juſtice, Deut xvi. 20. 
2 Charity, Ephtv. 28. 
The Ninth Commandment, Exod. xx. 16, requires, 
1. That we ſpeak Truth, Eph. iv. 27. 
2. That we have an Avyerhon to Falſhood, Pfal. exit 


1 63 3. 
3. That we ns care of the = Names of others, Jon 


iii. 12. | 
g 4. That we take care of our own good Name, 2 Cor 


The Ten: th 3 Exod. xx. 15. 
Requires, 1. A full Contentment with our own Cen 


dition. Pſal. iv. 10. 8 


Mr. MATTHEW HENRY. 143 
2, A right and charitable Frame of Spirit towards all 
len, 1 Cor. x. 2 4. Forbids, 
1, Al Difcontentment with our own Eſtate, Fude 16. 
Envy ing and Grieving at the good of our Neightout, 


al, v. 26. 
z. All inordinate Motions and Affections, Rom. vii. 7. 


I. Concerning the Goſpel Rule of Paith aud 
Repentance. 


la general, Mark i. 15. The Kingdom 4. Gail is at Hand, 

ent ye and believe the Goſpel, 
. Concerning Repentance. 

1. As it is God's Gift, Acts xi. 18. God hath grameed 
enlance nnto Life. 

: As it is Man's Daty, Aﬀts xvii. 30. Commanderh all 
m every where to Repent. 

|. Ingredients in Repentance. 

1, A Sight and Senſe of Sin, Pſal. li. 3. 


. 

Grief for Sin, 2 Cor, vii. . 

4. Shame for Sin, Exra ix. 6. 

; Ha red of Sin, and Selt- lothing decauſe of it, Exeb. 


, | Confeſſion of Sin, Fer. iii. 13. 
Aggravation of Sin, Ezra ix. 6. 

,, Self. Judging, 1 Cor. xi. 31. | 

Cenverſion ro God, Ads xxvi. 20. 

2 Prayer, Ads viii. 22. | 

n. Lieing a Life of Repentence, Mat. ii. 8. 

. Fruits meet for Repentance. 


Forſa king din, particularly our own Iniquity, 1 Sam, 
j 


 Mortifying Sin, Gal: v. 24. | 
Avoiding all approaches to Sin, Mat. xxvi. 41. 


Watching againſt all Appearances of Sin, 1 Theſ.'v. 22. 
Making Conſcience of our Duty, I/. i. 16; 17. 


OY Reſtitution to thoſe, we have wrong'd, Luke. 


Loving God and Chriſt much, "Like vil. 3. 
8, Subs 


\ 


n Apprehenſion of the Mercy of God in Chriſt, Mar. 


— — 
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9. Teaching others, P/al. li. 12. 
10. Humility, and admiring free Grace, 1 Coy, 1. 1 


all thoſe that believe in God, John xiv. 1. and the Cur 
tion of our Salvation, Ads xvi. 31, . 


Mouth ſpeaks, 2 Cor. iv. 13. 


- 


8. Submidion to the Will of God, I/. XXxix. g. 
WES II. 


And Meekneſs towards others, Tit. ili. 2, 3. 
III. Motives to Repentanſſe. | 
I, It is a ſure way to pardon, Ads iii. 19. 
2. It is the only way to prevent Ruin, Lake xiii, p. 


Ihe Concluſion of the Doctrine of Repentance fre : 
Matt. xi. 20. Then began be to ujb-aid the Cities why a 
moſt of his mighty Works were done, becauſe they repentel 7 
II. Concerning Faith. | ps | " 
(1.) As God's Gift, Eph. ii. 8. Aud that not of 5 
| ſelves, it is the Gift of God. og 
[..) As our Duty; including, | | 
1. Faith in God and in all Divine Revelation, 2 (i. 
XX. 20. 1 | 
2. Faith in the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Duty 3 


: To believe in Chriſt is in Scripture Language, 
1. To look unto him, John xix. 37. 
2. To come unto him, John vi. 3 7. 

3. To receive him, John i. 12. 

4. To reſt on him, Matt. xii. 21. 
5. To obey him, Heb. v. 9. 
6. To glory in him, Ja. xlv. 27. 
3. Faith in Things unſeen, 2 Cor. ir. 18. 
(3.) The Fruits of Faith 
1. We live by Faith, Heb, x. 38. 
2. The Heart is is purified by Faith, Adds xv. 9. 
3. It works by Love, Gal. v. 6. | 


4. It overcomes the World, 1 John iv. 5. 5 
5. It defeats Satan's Temptation, Eph. vi. 16. Tp 


6. It is that by which the Chriſtian ſtands, 2 Cor. i 
7. It is our Support under Affliction, Fſal xxvit 2. ＋. 
8. By Faith we rejoyce always, 1 Pet. i. 8. 
9. Ir is of great Uſe in Prayer, James i. 6, 

10. Out of the Abundance of Faith in the Heart 


11. It will have an Univerſal Influence upon us, 
v. 7. | ch * 3 
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The Concluſion of the Sermons about Faith from 4#s 


viii. 24. And ſome believed the J. . that were I 
and ſome believed not. 


KV. 


XI. Haiti Goſpel Ordinances 


this Subje& he had largely handled in the Years 1694 
2nd 1695. and therefore now ſpoke but briefly to it in ten 
Sermons, inſiſting chiefly upon r. and png the 
Lord's * Matt. vi. ”" 


| fre 
her 
4 


b XII. Concerning the Church. 


2 1. That God has a Church i in the World, Tal cxIvii. 


190 20. 
2, That it is one Family denominated from Chriſt, Eph, 
i. 15. 
3. It is a City, and we profeſs to be Citizens of it, Gal. 
1.6. 
4 It is one, John x. 16. 
5. It is ſtill growing, Ads 2. 47. 
6, It is ſafe, Matt. xvi. 18. 
7. The Militant Church will ſhortly be trinmphant, Eph. 
27. We ſhould pray for it and always {eek its Goag, 
al, exxii. 8, © "op 


Juty 


Col 


XIII. N che. Has 10 WEIR, 


In general from Rev iv. 1. Come up hither and I will | 


v thee things which muſs be hereafter, Particularly, 
.) Of Death. '4 
fe Neceſlity and Certainty of it, 2 Sam. xiv. 14. 

I 202 9 different Diſpoſal of the Soul and Body at Death, 
tle xii. ©, 7. 

. The different State of the Godly and wicked at Death; ; 


Jeart fis terrible to the Wicked, Fob xviii. 14. It is happy to 
1 * Righteous, Rev, xiy. 1 3. * therefore ready to die. 
: l. * | 
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(z.) Of the Judgment Day, 2 Pet. iii. 10. 
1. The LoRD Jzsvs CHRIST ſhall then appear in hi 

Glory, Rev. xxii. 20. 1 


2. The Dead ſhall be raiſed and the Living changed, 
Cor. xv. 52. 3 


| m 
3. The World ſhall be deſtroyed, 2 Per. iii. 10. 
4. We muſt all be judged, 2 Cor. v. 10. fo 
ort the Torments of Hell. I 
Ihe Sentence paft on the Wicked ſhall be executed, MM 
kv. 41. Knowing therefore the Terrour of the Lord we en 
ſwade Men, 2 Cor. v. 11. „ thy 
(4.) Of the Happineſs of Heaven. 
1. There is an eternal Life, 1 John v. 11. the 
2. The Bodies of the Saints ſhall be glorious, Phil. iii.? ; 
3. They ſhall be openly and publickly owned, Matt. i 4- 
I 7. | IO, 
4. They ſhall be called to inherit the Kingdom, Ma x 
XXV. 24. | ii. 1 
3 They ſhall be perfect in Knowledge, 1 Cor. xiii. 11 6. 
| 6. They ſhall be perfect in Holineſs, Rev. xxii. 11 WM 7 
7+ They ſhall be perfect in Joy, P/al. xvi. laſt. 8. 
8. They ſhall be perfect in Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 9. 
I he Concluſion from 1 Theſ. iv. 18. Wherefore com 10 
ons another with theſe Words. | Tl 
This is a general Scheme of Mr, Henry's Lord's. D Hou. 
Sermons at Cheſter; but it muſt be remembred, that wil vn 
he was purſuing this Method, abundance of Occaſional DW Ti 
courſes-were mixed with it; for tho' he rightly judged Infere 
Method of Preaching tends to make the molt ſolid and ii 1. 
dicious Hearers, yet he was careful to improve every PH 2. 
vidential Event, by bringing it to the written Word, i 3. 
all might hear what God the Lord ſpoke to them on H 4. 
Occaſion. | | | 
We are next to take a View of the Method of Subj 8 


he went thro* on Sacramental Occaſions, for fourteen Ye 
together, that is, from 1696, to 1710, for as for the! 
of the time, it does not appear that he confined himſelt 
any ſuch Scheme; but even when he left himſelf at Li 
ty, he always choſe his Subjects with great Propriety. WW 

I The general Heads of his Sacramental Sermons for WM. 11, 
time mentioned are, (60% 
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FE The End of Chriſt's Death, _ 

(.) The Trial of our Spiritual State. 

(3) penitent Reflections and Pious Reſolutions. 

34 The Promiſes. And let us take a thort View of his 
manner of treating on theſe Heads, 

(.) The Ends of Chriſt's Death, having before largely ſet 
ſorth the Sufferings of Chriſt. The Introduction from 
Luke xxive 46. Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt 
to ſuffer, aud to riſe from the Dead on the third Day. | 

1. To glorify God, John xii. 27, 28. Father, glorify - 
thy Name, &. 

2. To ſatisfy for Sin, Heb. 1. 8. Once offered to bear 


the Sins of many. 

1. 2 3. To ont us to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. 

78 4. That we ſhouid live together with him, 1 Theſ. \ v. 
IO, 

Mall . To conquer and ſubdue our {piricual Enemies, Col. 
ii 15. 

i. 1 6. To make Peace between God and us, Col. 2 20. 

7. ro gacher in one the Children of God, John xl, 52 


8. To ſanctify the Church, Eph. v. 25, 26. 

9. To purchaſe Heaven for us, Heb. ix. 15. 
10. To ſet us an Example, 1 Pet. ii. m. | 

The Concluſion from Gal. vi. 14. But God forbid that 1 
ſrould glory, ſave in the Croſs of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, by 
whom the World is crucified unto me, and I unto the World. 

This he followed with a Set of Practical Diſcourſes, as 
laferences from the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt. 

1. Look upon him and mourn, Zach. x11. 10. 
2. Celebrate the Redeemer's Praiſes, Rev. ve 9, and 12. 

. Admire redeeming Love, Rom. v. 8. 7 

4. Mortity all Sin, Rom. vi. 12, T 

5. Live to him thit died for you, 2 ct v. 1 5. . 

6. Go forth unto him without the Camp, bearing his 
Reproach, Heb. xiii. 13. 

7. Love one another, 1 Fobn iv. 11. 

8, Learn to be humble, Mart. xx. 27, 28. 

9. Die to the World, John xvii. 16. 

10. Arm yourſelves with the ſame Mind, 1 Pet. iv. 1. 
11. Be 8 in Chrift, Rom. viii. 3 2. 

; 82 gn Stand 
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12. Stand in awe of the Juſtice of God, Luke xxiii. zu 
13. Be encouraged in Prayer, Heb, x. 19, 20. - Wii. 
14. Be very tender of the Souls of Men, Rom. xiv, 15. 0 
15. Be willing to lay down your Lives for the Brethren, ü. 

1 Fohn iii. 16. By 8 1 
16. Be ready to die, John xi. 16. £ | 
The Concluſion from theſe Inferences from 1 Cor. i, 19, i. 
The preaching of the Croſs is to them that periſh Fooliſhne(, Wl * 
but unto us which are ſaved it is the Power of God. | 


(2.) The next Set of Sermons on Sacramental Occaſion; MW * 
was for the Trial of our Spiritual State, in Scripture Marks viii. 
of Hypocriſy and Sincerit y. | „ 1 
In general from 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves wie. Wl k 
ther ye be in the Faith, prove your own ſelves, know ye un * * 
your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you, except 1M 1 
be Reprobates ? 1 * . Mis 
1. Mark of Hypocriſy ; not to have the Spirit of Chrit, bre 
Rome viii. 9. : | OF 7 | the 
Evidence of Sincerity ; Brokenneſs of Heart for Sin, WW #4 
r.. | . that 
2. Mark of Hypocriſy; minding only the outſide, Mat. mak 
—_ > | 7 I 
Evidence of Sincerity ; Eſteem of God's Fayour, ?/a.M M4. 
iv. 6, 7. - | © 3 brah 
3. Mark of Hypocriſy ; a Heart eſtranged from God, 15 


Matt. xv. 8. 
Evidence of Sincerity; accepting Chriſt on his own 2 
Terms, John xx. 28. : 
4. Mark of Hypocriſy ; living in Sin, 1 John i. 6, 
Evidence of Sincerity ; reſpect to all God's Commands, the 1 


1 Pal. cxix. 6. 2, 
# 5. Mark of Hypocriſy ; Pride, Matt. xxiii. 12, _ 
Evidence of Sincerity; keeping from our own Iniquit) : 8 

7 


2 Sam. xxii. 24. | | | 
6. Mark of Hypocriſy; indulging the Fleſh, Rom. viii.) Ze 


| Evidence of Sincerity; minding the Spirit, Rom. viii. 5. ** * 
| 7. Mark of "Hypocriſy ; Love to the World, 1 Job il ©? 


| "avidence of Sincerity; Love to Chriſt, John xxi. 17. b.. 
38. Mark of Hypocriſy; Uncharitableneſs, 1 John 1 1 
; Fs 4 > | Rs | Yls 
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Evidence of Sincerity ; Love to the Brethren, 1 Fohn _ 


31. 3 
Y III. 14. : : | En, 
"7 9. Mark of Bypocriſy ; not doing Righteouſneſs, 1 John 
ren, ll} 10. | | 


Evidence of Sincerity ; fearing always, Prov, xxviii. 14. 
10. Mark of Hypocriſy; an unbridled Tongue, James 
i. 26. 0 | | | 1 
. Evidence of Sincerity; Growth in Grace, Fob. xvii. 9. 
11, Mark of Hypocrity ; Partiality, Matt. ii. . N 
Evidence of Sincerity; continuing in Chriſt's Word John 
ark Wl viii. 3 1. | Ip | 
* 12. Mark of Hypocriſy ; Apoſtacy, Luke viii. 1.3. 
he. Evidence of Sincerity; Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
1 Sams xv. 28. 3 
To theſe wer? ſubioin'd ſome Diſcourſes concerning 
Miſta kes about the Spiritual State; cautioning againſt the 
ri. preſuming Hopes of the Hypocrite, and comſorting againſt 
le 4&4quieting Fears of true Chriſtians, 
Sin an Introductory Diſcourſe from Prov, xiii. 7. There is 
ba makerh himſelf rich, yet hath nothing; and there is that 
14. valeth himſelf poor, yet hath great Riches. 
1. Caution againſt the preſuming Hopes of Hypocrites, 
Jl Be iii. 9. Think not to jay within yourſelves, we have A- 
HH fraharn to our Father. Veri. 10. New the Ax is laid to the 
504.0 Boot of the Tree. Verſ. 12. His Fan is in his Hand, and he 
vill throughly purge his Floor. a 
un Comfort againſt diſquieting Fears of true Chriſtians, a- 
gainſt diſtance, from Iſaiah lvi. 3. Neither let the Son of the 
Stranger that hath joyned himſelf to the Lord ſpeak, ſaying, 
nd; /e Lord hath ſeparated me from his People. 
2. Caution, Lake xiii. 26. Then ſhall ye begin to ſay, we 
lave eaten and drank in thy Preſence. ; : 
1 Comfort againſt Guilt, P/al. xl. 12 Mine Iniquities have 
taken hold on me, that I am not able to look up. 
i 3. Caution, Luke xviii. 11. Ged I tbauk thee that I am 
i. 5 2: 45 other Men are, Extortioners, unjuſt, Adulterers, or 
ien as this Publican, | 50 
| Comfort againſt. in-dwelling Corruption, Rom. vii. 24, 
257. O wicked Man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from 
the Body of this Death; 1 thank God through Feſus Chriſt 
my Lord. N ö G 3 e ++. Cay- 
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4. Caution not to truſt to Proſperity, P/al. xii. 8. The 
vileſt Men are exalted, Re 
Comfort againſt raſh Concluſions, from P/al. xxxi. 22. 
T ſaid in my hafie, I am cut off from before thine Eyes; ne. 
vertheleſs thou heardeſt the Voice of my Supplications, 
The Concluſion, from T/aiah xl. 4. Every Valley ſhall be 
exalted, and every Mountain and Hill ſhall 62 made low. 
(3.) The next Set was of Penitent Reflections and Pious 
| Reſolutions, the one ſet over againſt the other. 
The Introduction, from P/al. cxii. 59, I thought on my 
Ways, and turned my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies. 
1. Penitent Reflections; I have ſinned, Plal. xli. 4, 
Pious Reſolutions; I will do ſo no more, Job xxxiv. 32. 
2. 1 have done fooliſhly, 2 Sam. ii. 10. 
I will behave myſelf wiſely, Vial. ci. 2. 
3. 1 have perverted that which is right, Job xxxiii. 27. 
1 will never forget thy Precepts, Pal, cxix. 93, 
4. Againſt thee, thee only, Pal. liv. 4. 
We will walk in the Name of the Lord, Mich. iv. . 
5. 4 Man of unclean Lips, Iſaiah vi 9. 
My Mouth ſhall not tranſgreſs, Pſal. Xvile 3, 
6. I have gone aſtray, Pla). cxix. 176. 
I will run the Ways, Plal.- cx ix. 32. 
7. Neither have we obeyed, Dan. ix. 10. 
We will obey, Jer. xlii. 6 | 
8. 1 have been asa Bullock, Jer. xxxi. 18. 
I will bear the Indignation, Mic, vii. 9. 
9. The Reproach of my Youth, Jer. xxxi. 19. 
None of theſe Things move me, Acts xx. 24. 
10. The Good which I would do, Rom. vii. 19» 
hat I do that I will do, 2 Cor. xi. 1 2. 
11.  -firmity, Pſal. Ixxvii. 10O0. 
Tho thou ſlay me I will truſt, Job xill. 5. EE. 
The Uſe of the Penitent Refle&tions, from 1 Fohn i. 9. 
If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive 
our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. He 114i 
confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall find Mercy. ” 
Ihe Uſe of the Pious Reſolutious, from P/al. cxix. 106.1 
have ſworn ] will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous Full. 
ments. Pſal. cxix+ 115, 116. I will keep the Commandment: if 
my God. Uphold thou me according to thy Word, (a.) Ti 
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(4) The laſt Set of Sacramental Diſcourſes was upon 
the Promifes; this was begun in October, 1506, and finiſn- 
ed in May 1710. | | 
A general In roduction from 2 Cor. i. 20. For all the 
Promiſes of God in him are Yea, and in him Amen, to the 
Glory of God by us. | TEES x 

1. Exod, xix. 5. Ye fhall be unto me a peculiar Treaſure 
above all People, for all the Earth is mine. 

2. Itaiah xlill. 25, I, even I am he that blotteth out thy 
Tranſgreſſions for my own Names fake, and 1 will not remem- 
ber thy Sins. | 

3. Rom vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have deminion over you, for 
jt are not under the Law but under Grace, 


! 
# 
* 
— * a — N . 0. v9 + — oY: — 4 
PF ˙ A 
Wo", 
_ 


r 


Zo 8 wy 1 
4. Ezek. xxxvi. 27: I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Fudg- 
7. men's and do them. - ] 


F. Deut. xxx. 6. The Lord thy God will circumciſe thy 
Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, to love the Lord thy God 
with all thine Heart. | | 
6. John viii. 3%. Ie ſhall know the Truth, and the Truth 
ſhall make you free. TREE 5" 
7. Jer, xxxii. 39. And JI will give them one Heart and 
one Way, that they may fear me for ever. N 
8. Iſaiah xl. 11. He ſhall gather the Lambs in his Arm, 
and carry them in his Boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that 
are with Young. Rs 3 n 
9. Plal. xxv. 8, 9. He will teach Sinners the Nay; the 
Meek will he guide in Fudgment, the Meek will he teach his 
Mays. | F 
0 o. Pal. cxxi. 7, 8. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all 
Evil; he ſhall preſerve thy Soul; the Lord ſhall preſerve thy 
going out and coming in, 3 2 : 
11. Pial. xxxiv. 10. The young Lions do lack and ſuffer 
How: but they that ſeeł the Lord ſhall not want any good 
Thing. | : —Iq 
12. John xiv. 15. Whatſoever ye ſhali atk in my Name 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. + 
13. Ifaiah xli. 13. For I the Lord thy God will bold thy 
right Hand, ſaying unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee. 
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14. Deut. xxxiii. 27. The eternal God is thy Refuge, and 
underneath are the everlaſting Arms, and he ſhall thruſt out 
the Enemy from before thee. = 

15. Iſaiah xxxii. 17. The Work of Righteonſneſs ſhall be 
Peace, and the Effect thereof Dutetneſs and Aſſurance for e-. 
Vere 

16. Pfal. Ixv. 4. e ſhall be ſatisfied with the Goodneſs 
of thy Houſe, even of thy Holy Temple. 

17. Pfal xxv. 13. His Soul ſhall dwell in eaſe, and hi; 
Seed ſhall inherit the Earth. „ 

18. Pfal xci. 14, 15. I will deliver him, I will ſet him on 
bigh ; he ſhall call upon me and I will anſwer him; I will 6g 
with him in Trouble, and deliver bim and honour him. 

19. 2 Sam. vil. 14, 15. I will be his Father and he ſhall 
be my Son; if he commit Iniquity I will chaſten him with the 
Rod of Men, but my Meroy ſpall not depart from him. 

20. Mal. iii. 17. They ſhall be mine ſaith the Lord, in that 
Day when I make up my Jewels, and I will ſpare them a: 4 
Man ſpareth his mn Son that ſerveth him. 

21. Itaiah lvii. 14. I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wrath, for the Spirit ſhall fail before me, and 
the Somi that I hade made. © 

22, Pal. Ixxxv. 8. I will hear what God the Lord will 
ſpeak, for he. will ſpeał Peace to his People and to his Saints. 
23. 1 Cor. x. 13 God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to 

be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the Temp- 
ration alſo make a way to eſcape. | 
234. 1 Sam. ii. 30. Them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. _ 

25. Pial. xxxvii. 3. Iruſt in the Lord and do Good, ſo 
ſhalt thow dwell in the Land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. 
286. Ffal. xxxvii. 6. He ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſ- 
neſs as the Light, and thy Judgment as the Noon. Day, 
27. Pal. xii. 3. The Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed 
of Languiſhing, thou wilt make all his Bed in his Sickneſs, 

28. fer. xxxii. 40. I will not turn away from them to do 
them good, but I will put my Fear into their Hearts, that 
they ſhall not depart from me. x | 
29. Rom. viii. 28. Ad we know all things work together 
for Good to them that love God, to them who are the Called 
According to his purpoſe, © 30. Phil. 
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30. Phil. i. 6. He which hath begun a good Work in you 
pill performs it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt. * 

31. Iſa. xlvi. 4. And even to your old Age I am he, and 
3, en to hoary Heads will I carry you. | 
* 31. Heb. xiii. 7. Be content with ſuch things as ye have, 

for be hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee. 
we; 33. Rom. xvi. 20. And the God of Peace will bruiſe Sa. 
za under your Feet ſhortly. 7 2 
21 34. Prov. xix 17. He that hath pity on the Poor lendeth 
unto the Lord, and that which he hath given he will pay him 
0 gain. > Is | | 
: 5. Matt xix. 29+ Every one that hath forſaken Houſes, 
i Brethren, or Siſters for my Names [ake, ſhall receive an 
lundred fold. > bt 5 

36. Pfal. xci. 16. With long Life will 1 ſatisfy him, and 
hew him my Salvation. 8 5 n 

37. Pſal. xxiii. 4. Tho' 1 walk tbreugh the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death I will fear no Evil, for thou art with me. 

38. Pal xlix. 15. But God will redeem my Soul from the 
Power of the Grave, for he ſhall receive me. 

39. Pſal cii. 28. The Children of thy Servants ſhall con- 
tine, and their Seed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before thee. 

40+ John yi. 40. That every one that ſeeth the Son and 
| leleveth on him may have everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe 
% un up at the laſt Day. . 

. 41. Matt. x, 42. Whoſcever ſhall confeſs me before Men, 
bim will I confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Heaven. 

42. 1 John 25, And this is the Promiſe that he hath 
jromiſed us, even eternal Life. . 8 
E The Concluſion of the Subject of the Promiſes from 2 

Cor. vii. 1. Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved, 
- Wit »s cleanſe ourſelves from all filchineſs both of Fleſh and 
Sprite, perfecting Holineſs in the fear of God. 2349 
Thus far we have an Account of the Method of Prea- 
ching, which Mr, Henry generally obſerved on Sabbath- 
„Days, and on Sacrament-Days; it remains, that we take a 
View of his Labours on the Week dzy Lectures. a 
And he begun this Part of his Work with Occaſional 
Texte, for ſome time, and then preached a Set of Sermons 
| bout the Shortneſs of Time, and the tranſitory Natur: - 
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all earthly Things, from 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. Bu n 
Jay, Brethren, the Time i, ſhort, it remaineth, that both th, W"” 
that have Wives be as though they had nene, and they that Aer 
weep as though they wept not, cc. 3 
Then he proceeded to preach on the great Grace an! rb 
Duty of Charity, going over the 1 Cor, xiii. and harin nd 
done with that, he began with the 11th of the Hebrews, on. 
and preached it over in about 140 Sermons, in the Com. paſl 
paſs of a little more than a Year and a half; and then Pres then 
ched the 14th of Hoſea in leſs than a Year's time. b 
And then it was that he began an unuſual Courſe of Le. Hint 
ctures, ail upon Scripture Queſtions; the firſt Sermon of ft 6 
this kind was preached, Oct. 1. 1692. from Gen. iii. 9. The A 
Lord called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him he e art thou? that 
ſetting forth ina very pathetical manner, the woeful Change 4A 
that Sin had made upon the Firſt Man and all his Poſterit Uns 
In his Diary on that Day, he notes it down, I have Nati 
now begun upon Scripture-Queſtions, in the Strength of ll er 
the Lord my God; it ſeems a Method ſomewhat ſingu - en 
* lar, but I can truly ſay I affect not Singularity, my Dee 77% 
is to pleaſe and profit. | a - 104k 
And doubtleſs in this he had his Defire; his Hearen Ml * 
were pleaſed with it to their Edification. As far as I can 1 
conjecture, he was led into this uncommon Path by ſuck on; 
-  Caonfiderations as theſe: war 
I. Here he expected both Pleaſure and Advantage in J 
looking into every Part of the Bible, and leading his Hes. ant 
rers into a more thorough Acquaintance with it; for theſe a 
Queſtions lying every where interſperſed through the 04] 
and New Teſtament, and bearing Reference to the ſeveral nd 
Caſes on which they were propoſed, they muſt needs take © t 
n a very conſiderable Part, both of the Hiſtory and Doctrine fer, 
of the Bible. i 2 | 24 
2. There is generally ſomething pungent and emphati- ject 
- calia what is put by way of Queftion, it is a pointed WI¹ * 
of Speaking, that ſtrikes the Mind more directly; there ß 
mn it an immediate Application and Appeal to ones ReaſcnM 5 
and Conſcience ; it ſuppoſes the Caſe fo plain, as that # ; A 
| ſoon as it is propoſed a Man's Reaſen muſt give in to i, ** 


or ſo important that Conſcience. muſt preſently take 2 
e nile 
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ciance of it, or in ſome Caſes ſo very bad, that a Man can- 
not hear of it without Remorſe; it is the neareſt Way of 
Accels to'Conſcience. 8 2 | 

3. This Way of inſtructing by Queſtions like that by Pa- 
rabſes, while it diſcovers the Miad of the Speaker, 'employs, 
and ſo improves the Mind of the Hearer; it eagages Atten- 
tion, ſets Men a thinking, will not ſuffer them to be meer 
paſſive Recipients of another Man's Thoughts, but makes 
them actively to contribute to their own Information, it 
gives them a Key and Clue, and leaves them to purſue the 
Hint till they arrive at the Bottom of it, and reap the Bene= 
ft deſigned them in it. | 

And to ſay no more, the Variety of Things and Thoughts 
that this Method muſt lead to, could not but render it very 
acceptable and uſeful too, eſpecially conſidering theſe Queſt - 
ons are Matters of divine Record, and all of a Spiritual 
Nature, either derectly or by Reduction, or atleaſt by a pro- 
per Analogy; they are part of that Scripture that was gi - 
yen by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, Re- 
proof, Correction and Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, able 10 
make the Man of God perfect, and every Man wiſe to Sal. 
vations 5 5 
This Method of Lectures was not finiſhed till May 9, 17133 
uch only he mingled ſome other Subjects with it, as that re- 
warkable Paſſage of Scripture concerning Martha and Ma- 
!y, and that about God's opening the Heart of Lydia; but 
then he ſoon returned again to the Queſtions: And when 
he had gone through an Hundred out of the O Teftament, + 
which ended with Ruth, he went on to the New Teſtament, 
and when he had diſpatched ſixty Queſtions there, returned 
to the Old Teftament; ani at length, juſt before he left Che- 
fer, finiſhed all with the 13ſt Queſtion in the Bible, Rev. 
ziii. 18, hat City is like unto this great City? This Sub- 
ject held him near twenty Years on Lecture- Days. 
Another Part of his conſtant Work among his People was 
that of Catechiſing; in this alſo he took great Pleaſure, be- 
ing full of Affect ion and Compaſſion for the Souls of young 
people; Chriſt's Charge to Perer to feed the Lambs as well 
35 the Sheep, he had much at Heart, and it was often in 9 
us Mouth; He knew by Experience the Benefit 8 | 
7 | p & | 0 AC fi i -1 . 
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Chriſtian Inſtitution, his good Father both abounded and 
excelled in it, as well in his Familyas in the Congregation, 
Saturday in the afternoon was the time ſet apart for this 
Work, beginning and ending with Prayer, in which his 
Expreſſions were very plain and very tender, ſuited to the 
Nature of the Ordinance and to the Capacity of young Per- 
ſons; in this Exerciſe he uſually ſpent about an hour; it was 
attended by others beſides the Catechumens, and eſteemed 
by them a good Means of Preparation for the Lord's. Day. 
He made uſe of the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, dividing the 
An ſwers into ſeveral lefſer Propoſitions, explaining them, 
and ſupporting them by ſuitable Texts of Scripture, and 
then drawing practical Inferences : In the Explication 
and Inferences on each Head, he choſe generally to content 
himſelf with the Dicotomy or Diſtribution into two Bran- 
ches, which (whether it be, as ſome will have it, the moſt 
proper and ſpecifick Diſtinction) he found to be beſt for the 
memory of young Perſons. I need to ſay little mere about 
bis Managment of this Work, he having publiſhed a very 
uſetul rr of the Catechiſm, which is in many Hands, 
and to which he very much conformed himſelf in this Ex. 
erciſe, tho not without ſome agreeable Variation. 
He alſo drew up a ſhorter and plainer Catechiſm for 
Children very young; this was done at the deſire of his 
highly eſteemed Friend and Brother Mr. Chorlton of Man: 
cheſter, one whoſe Judgment weighed very much with him, 
and for whom he had an intire Affection. Mr. Chorlton 
was indeed an extraordinary Man for a ſtrong and clear Judg- 
ment, a free and a noble Elocution, great Acquirements in 
every uſeful ſort of Learning, of an upright Spirit, and 
of a moſt generous Temper; two Men ſo much alike in na- 
tural and moral Reſpects, and ſo often meeting together, 
could not but fall into the ſtricteſt and molt endearing Friend. 
ſhi Jo : | | | | | 
; Fir. Chorlton thought that even the ſhorter Catechiſm ef 
the Aſſembly was too long for Children, and ſome Parts of 
it too abſtruſe and quite above their Capacity, and he had 
2 juſt Opinion that no one better knew how to accommo- 
date himſelf to the meaneſt Capacity than Mr. Henry, and 
therefore preſt him to publiſh ſomething of that nature: wa 
e waaci | might 


9 P 7 ir 
9 ed OE ** * * 8 * 13 
+ 3 T4 . — ar 
8 7 r 
— * of 
95 


Mr. MATrTHEW HENRY. 


157 


and night at leaſt be very proper to pe uſed in Families, whe- 
ther it were brought into the publick Congregation or no. 


It was an eaſy th'ng to ſet Mr. Henry to work about any 
thing that might be of ſpiritual Advantage, and accordingly: 
he publiſhed a plain Catechiſm for Children, which is very 
well fitted to anſwer the propoſed End. BT 
nil To this he added another for the Inſtruction of thoſe that 
ned ue to be admitted to the Lords Supper, according to the 


Jay, N liethod uſed by his Father, of which an Account has been 


the {Woven in his Life: This was chiefly detigned for thoſe that 
em, N were admitted when young to the Lord's Table, and is a 


jon the Nature and Ends of it, and may be of good uſe to thoſe 
ent Whit are advanced in Years and Knowledge. 

an- la this Work of Catechifing he was remarkably owned 
oft Nad bleſſed of God; he longed for the Converſion of youn 
the Mfreople, and had the Deſire of his Soul, in ſeeing the g 

out Work begun in many of his Catechumens; of theſe he al- 
ery Nys ſpeaks with a particular Reſpect; and when any of 
ds, hom he had entertained good Hopes grew looſe and yain 


ad notwithſtanding all his Care and Pains, there were 
one ſuch) he ſadly lamented their Sin, and his Diſappoint. 


for Wicat in them, and ceaſed not to pray earneſtly to God for 
his hem, That he would recover them out of the Snare of the 
an. Merl, before their Hearts were hardned with the Deceitful- 
m, Wi! of Sin, L | EO, " "oy 


techetical Lecture in London, at the Mecting-Houſe for. 
nerly belonging to his honoured Tutor Mr. Dooliztle, was 
Means of the more general rev iring that Exerciſe in and 
bout the City, tho' it had never been wholly omitted before; 
ut Lecture was well attended, excceding well managed, 
id had viſible Succeſs. I know ſome young Perſons, that 
vere only there as Hearers, date the firſt ſerious Impreſſions 
ity felt in their Souls about Religion from the Opportuni- 


ies they there enjoyed. | — 1 

la the adminiſtration ot the Lord's Supper, another Part 
his Rated Work, I have not known any more conſtant or 
ore enlarged than Mr. Henry: his Soul was formed for this 


to 


plain and proper Explication of that ſacred Ordinance, in 


la this Part of his Work he perſevere to the laſt ; his 


Ninancez he was full of Loye to Chriſt and Thankfulneſs 


a, "5 3533 


0 . 
1 The LIFE ef | 
io God for Chriſt, and he often records in his Diary, what 
Soul affecting Views he had at ſuch and ſuch a time ot the 
Sufferings and 2 of Chriſt; and if at any time it was 
otherwile with him, he greatly lamented it as his Sin andLog 
In his Method of Sudjects already given, you will find 
what were the Doctrines and Duties of the Goſpel he uſe 
moſt to inſiſt upon on ſuch Occaſions; he was very much 
taken up in opening the Covenant of Grace, preſung : ver 
that heard him to come into it, and having done ſo tore. 
new it frequently at the Lord's Table; this was his own 
Practice, and he knew what he ſaid when he recommended 
the Advantages of it to others: The Lecture Days beforch 
the Sacrament he preached on Subjects ſuitable to the Oc 
caſion, and among many others went over the Addreſſes 
made to Chriſt when on Earth; as, Lord if thou wilt thuMlftior 
canft make me clean, &c, then Chriſt's Anſwers to them, ax 
I will be thou clean, &c, TEIN 5 | 
The firſt Lord's day in eyery Month was obſerved i Cat 
him and his Congregation as a ſacred Feſtival, for he wi 
ready enough to conform himſelf to the Cuſtoms of oth:iMGod 
Churches where he could do it with a good Conſcience; i Defr 
this was a Cuſtom which he thought not barely lawful but 
expedient; He obſerved that with the Fews, the beginning 
of their Months were holy, and though he did not ſuppollinſc 
the Jewiſh Law about the New Moous to be {till in fore ed wi 
yet he thought one might ſafely conclude from the genen nent 
reaſon of the Cafe, that whatever Diviſions of Time whit C 
| have among us, it is good always to begin with God, Je edge, 
ting firſt his Kingdom and the Righteouſneſs thereof. great 
Hie much approved of his Father's Jedgmeat and Pra:Mdudic 


2 


tice, in encouraging young Perſons to come and renew thei on, an 


Ny _— 
5 K 2 + * 


Baptiſmal Covenant at the Lord's Table. * His Father (Occat 
he has acquainted us) uſed to admit young People out bis Sc 


the Rank of Catechumens into that of Communicants in Wſcomp! 
very ſolemn manner; where he obſerved any of them to dit ſeld, 
intelligent and ſerious, he marked them out tor the Lord Ws itt 
r, and whea he had a competent Number of ſuch, bring, | 
ordered each of them to come to him ſeverally; he di kerfec 


courſed with them about the State of their Souls, he puti 
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oſely to their Choice whom they would ſerve, and endea- 
wured to affect them with the great Doctrines of the Gol- 
pe! in which they had been inſtructed, drawing them with 
e Cords of a Man and the Bonds of Love: For ſeveral Lord's 
dis he catechiſed them publickly concerning the Lord s 
upper, the Duty of Preparation for it, and the Nature of 
the Baptiſmal Covenant, which at the Lord's Table they 
were to take upon themſelyes, making it their own Act 
ad Deed, then appointed a Day in the Week before the 
Ordinance in which in th: Publick Aſſembly he prayed ear - 
geltly for them, and preached a Sermon to them, proper 
o their Age and Circumſtances, and fo the following Sab- 
ath they were all received together to the Lord's Table; 
this he judged to be the right Way of Confirmation or Tran- 
ftion into a State of adult and complete Church- Menberſhip. 
His Son obſerved this Method in all the material Parts of 
t, and accordingly as] have before mentioned he compoſed 
2 Catechiſm for this Purpoſe, and many young Perſons were 
brought into the Bond of the Covenant by the Bleſſing of 
God on his Endeavours, and many of them anſwered his 
Delires and Hopes, tho he had not equal Comfort in them 
Wola bo, 
ln the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper he even excelled 
imſelf, all the Parts of the Adminiſtration were perform- 
xd with great Life and Fervour, and yet with good Judg- 
ment and Propriety, he had generally ſomething new on 
that Occaſion, out of the great Treaſure of divine Knows 
ledge, that God had enabled him to lay up in his Heirt, A 
great Variety of Scriptures were opened both inthe Iatro-- 
duction to the!Ordinance, and in the ſubſequent Exhortati- 
on, and all with Weight and Ser iouſneſs: His Heart on thoſe 
Occafions was enlarged to a wonder, and all the Powers of 
dis Soul engaged, and tho'in his Retirements he would 
amplain ſometimes of Dullneſs and Barrenneſs in this Work, 
i ſeldom or never appeared to others; and I think he had 
& little reaſon to complain of it in himſelf as moſt Men li- 
ing, but where there are ſuch ardent Breathings after ſimeſs 
kerfect ion, every Defect will be ſenſibly felt and lamented, 
| appeal to his Cheſter Friends, whether I have gone be- 
dend due bounds in this Part of his Character? He makes 
185 55 1 ment ion 


Cd 


mention of his Cheſter Sacraments with a particular Accent 
even when he was removed form them; his long Continu. 
- ance and intimate Acquaintance with them, may well be 
fuppoſed to have given him that great Freedom and EA uſſe 
largement ot Spirit with them in that Ordinance, which 
could not immediately fall into with another People, th ti. 
they alſo thought he did truly excel. ane. 
hope his Cheſter Friends will always retain the ſame ü 
SBeenſe he had in his own Soul, of thoſe ſweet Opportunitis 
they have enjoyed together at the Table of the Lord, hoy nme. 
often it was to them as the Mount of Transfiguration, where 
they ſaw the King in his Beauty, and beheld the Land the 
was afar off; what chearful Feaſts they kept, and how the 
had in their ſolemn Aſſembly an Emblem of Heaven; as this 
was never forgotten by him, I hope it will be rememb rell Ef 
by them the longeſt Day they have to live. | calior 
In the other Sacrament, that of Baptiſm, he was not len th 
faithful or ſerious; it was always his deſire to have than 
Ordinance adminiſtred in publick, and would ſeldom take 
a denial, unleſs there was ſomething extraordinary to de. 
termine the Caſe, He had an excellent way of clearing up 
the Scripture Authority of Infant Baptiſm, and explainin 
the Nature and Advantages of it, and was well pleaſed wil 
his Father's familiar way of illuſtrating it by the Inſtance 
of the Landlords putting the Infants Lite into the Leaſe wit 
the Parents, but he was far from ſubſtituting Similitudes in 
the room of Arguments. He lived in great Friendſhip and 
Affection with thoſe good People that were otherwiſe min. 
. ded: Indeed he had as little of the Spirit of a Se as an) 
Man living, but yet he always declared his great Regard to 
Infant Biptiſm, as one of the great Privileges as well u 
Duties of Chriſtian Families. 5 
He baptized many at Years of Diſcretion, th: t had not 
been taken into the Bond of the Covenant in their Infancy 
and was glad when he could prevail with them to have the 
Ordinance admitted publickly, and then he was moſt copi 
ous and lively in preſſing upon all the practical Improyemett 
of their Baptiſm, ———. Fee = Fas 
lis Tboughts about this Part of the Worſhip of God 
he has with great Judgment digeſted, in an excellent Tre 
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upon the Subject, which well deſerves to be made pub. 

V and I hope will be in a little time; the Doctrinal, Hi- 
ical and Practical Part of the Ordinance, are ſtated and 
cuſſed with great Perſpicuity, Seribuſneſs and Spirituality. 
Among his conſtant Labours, we may reckon the Con- 
National Faſts which he obſerved quarterly, with great 
aneſs and ſolemnity. On theſe Occaſions, the ſtate of the 
menen and of the Church of God throughout the World 

e never forgotten, but the principal Deſign was to re- 
pmend to God the ſtate of that Congregation, lamen- 

p their Unprofitableneſs, and whatever ſinful Failings 
Matters of Offence any had been guilty of among them, 
eftly imploring Pardon and Favour from God, and the 
inuance of his Preſence with them, and the more plen- 

bl Effuſton of his holy Spirit upon them; and on theſe 
aſions they did not fail to ſeek the Peace and Proſperi- 

f that City, and the Inhabitants of it; and tho roo many 
hem derided their Devotions, I do believe the whole City 
take fared the better for them, 

de. Nuring thus obſerved this faithful Servant of Chriſt in 
conſtant Labours among his own People, we now fol- 
ning him into thaſe that were more accidental and occaſi- 
wü for he omitted no Occaſion that the Providence of 
anceid put into his Hands of doing good, and often ſought 
alions, which few beſides would have thought them- 

es ines obliged to obſerye. | 

s Occalional Labours were either publick or private. 
nin-WWioſe of a publick Nature he always managed with great 
aufe and Diligence; ſuch were the National Faſts and Days 
dt rbznkſgiving appointed by Authority. 3 

e had not lived much more than a Year in Cheſter, when 
eaſed God very ſeaſonably and mercifully to ſave our 
| nod from Ruin, by ſending over to us our glorious De- 
er King William. In this great Deliverance from Po- 
e ad Slavery Mr. Henry truly rejoyced, and yet not with - 
ttembling ; he ſaw even then the Nation wanted a due 
nee of what God had done tor them, and eaſily forefayy 
though they ſung. his Praiſes, many of them would 


Go forger his Works, his Wonders at the Sea, the Red - Sea; 
1 ö gitly judged that the After · pangs were like to be ſharp 


and 
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tents that early appeared in thoſe that were ſecret Enemi 
or at leaſt no faſt Friends to the Revolution; the ill Sta'e« 


lurrection; the deplorable Condition of Ireland, which 


(who by ſecret Leagues ſtood obliged to aſſiſt and ſuppe 
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and of long Continuance, tho! the Deliverance itſelf Wy! 
very quick, and a Nation as it were born in a Day; ſud 


ceal them from his particular Friends, 
The Diviſions that ſoon broke out in the two Houſes 
Parliament about the Settlement of the Crown ; the Diſco 


Things in Scotland, by reaſon of the Earl of Dundee's I 


in a minner wholly in the Hands of the Iriſh Papiſts; the 
Things lay heavy on the Minds of the Faithful in the Lan 
and cauſed in them great Thoughts and great Searchu n. 
of Heart. 5 3 & | 

Theſe violent Strugglings of different Parties in our Lan 
and the War in which we were ſoon engaged with Fray 


King Jume, in rooting out that which they called the N 
#bern Hereſy, and that Civil Liberty that muſt always ſta 
or fall with it) theſe Thingsconvinced our Rulers how ned 
ſary it was to appoint Days of publick Humiliation, fi or 
ing and Prayer, to be ſtrictly obſerved throughout the Laſſe 6r 
Mr. Henry came into this with all his Heart and Strength, urn 
made a Matter of Conſcience to keep thoſe Days to Merc 
Lord, as Faſts that the Lord had choſen, and would Wryc 
In the Year 1691, a Monthly Faſt was appointed to 
obſerved every third Wedneſday in the Month, and it . E 


obſerved by Mr. Henry and his Congregation with gWſlonth 


God; he had the holy Art of Spiritual Pleadings, befi 


— 


mitation of Chriſt) to him that was able to deliver, 


Strictneſs; he would ſometimes ſtand alone for five Hoon } 
in the Work of the Day, and continue to the laſt with 
and Affection; thoſe were Days in which they wreſtled vil 1 


his Mouth with Scripture-Arguments, and the deep ry 
he had of the State of the Publick, and Concern for the Wha in 
of God, furniſhed him with ſuitable AﬀeRions; he of rade 
up ſtrong Cries-and Supplications with many Tears (1Wiſcoy: 
F js 
was heard in that he feared, . for 


* 


. 


If w; 
> ſucl 
t con 


uſes 
Nicol 
emit 
tate 
e's It 
chw 
; the 
> Lan 
chin! 


r Lan 
Fran 
ſupp! 
he N. 
s ſtat 
7 neck 


* . 
JS VE n 5 R 
: * ö 

" - ao Gp 2 


5 1 Fay 
* * ry 
« i 
CT +. 
e 


Mr. MaTTHew HENRY 163 


The firſt Sermon of his that J can find on this Occafion, 
5 on the 29th of April the ſame Year, from Zach. vil. 8. 
id ye at all faſt unto me, even to me? He always uſed on 
25 Days to expound ſome Portion of Scripture ſuitable 
the Occaſion; this Sermon was deſigned for Caution and 
retion in the way of ſanctifying a Faſt. The next Faſt- 
non was for encouragement, from Rev. vi. 2. 1 ſaw, and 
hold a White Horſe, and he that ſat on him had a Bow, and 
Crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and 
anquer; ſetting forth the Power and Victory of the Lord 
us Chriſt, obliging all his People to humble themſelves 
fore him, and encouraging them in Faith to pray unto 
The next was from 1/aiah x. 12, Wherefore it ſhall come 
paſs, that when the Lord hath performed his whole Work 
n Mount Zion and Feruſalem, I will puniſh the Fruit of 
| fout Heart of the King of Aſſyria, and the Glory of his 


% Looks, The Monthly Faſt was continued that Year to 


lber, and then ſuperſeded. - . 

The next Year, 1692. the Publick Faſts were revived, 
d ordered to be kept the ſecond Wedneſday in the Month, 
e firſt to be on the 8th of April; then Mr. Henry gladiy 
turned to that neceſſary Duty, and opened the Faſt with 


excellent Diſcourſe concerning the mi pity Influence that 
myer hath upon the Affairs of Churc 


es and Kingdoms 
om Exod. xvii. 11. And it came to paſs, when Moſes held 
his Hand, that Iſrael prevailed ; and when he let down 
Hand, Amalek prevailed ; Theſe Faſts continued ſeven 
onths that Year, in which Mr. Henry was never abſent 
om his Place and Work, _ 5 5 

The Vear after, theſe Monthly Faſts were not revived 
May, and I find him ſadly lamenting, that thoſe Days 
pn to be leſs ſtrictly obſerved, and the People generally 
tw weary of them; he guarded againit this ſinful Declen- 


in in his Congregation, and there his Preaching was well 
ſended to the ead of the Seaſon; he concluding with a 
courſe from Fer. viii. 20. The Harveſt is paſt and the Sum- 


1s ended, and we are not ſaved. = 3 
for ſome Years after this, theſe Days came but ſeldom, 


ice or at moſt twice a Year; the 26th-of Tune, 1696, 
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was appointed for a publick Faſt, the only one that Ye 
and then it was that Mr. Henry was prevented tor kecgin i 
it at Cheſter, by reaſon of Death of his excellent Faber 
on which Occalion he has made this remark in his Daary, 
This Day is appointed a Publick Faſt, my Place is gy "hy 
© yacant, itdidnotuſetobeſo, but God will Have it fo now 
I had thought not to have done any thing at Broad-0al 
and had given Notice accordingly, but I ſee the Peop| 
come in and are greatly affe&ed, that their Miniſter ſhoul 
- * be taken away from them, juſt before a Faſt, which h 
had given notice of on the Lord's. Day, both Morning an 
* Evening, and had earneſtly preſs*'d them to the due 0) 
© ſervation of it; I remember I had often heard my Fuhe 
« ſay, Weeping muſt not hinder Sowing, I therefore choug) 
* it my Duty to ſpend two or three Hours in the Meet 
Place, putting the People in mind that we had keep t 
many Faſts with dry Eyes under melting Ordinances, by *Co 
God had cauſed us to keep this with wet Eyes, under ad - 
melting Providence; I preached from 2 Kings xii. 20. 
* liſha died, and the Bands of the Moabites inuaded the Lan ning 
The Removal of publick uſeful Inſtruments is a ſad Pr 
* age of publick dreadful Judgments. 
Mr. Henry was not leſs conſtant and hearty in joini 
with the Nation in Days of Publick Thankſgiving; u 
Perſon of his honeſt, chearful, publick Spirit, ſuch Wor 
mult needs be very pleaſant, and in him it was very cant 
2 he took notice, that Days of Humiliation was mo 
frequent in the Reign of King Hilliam, but Days of Than 
Siring were much more frequent in the Reign, of Quet 
Aune; we expected great Things from King Hilla that 
 knowa Zeal for che Good of Europe, from his great W. 
dom and Conduct, his Indefatigable Application to i nne 
War, (in which he preſſed too hard upon a Conſtitution, 
none of the beſt, till he had utter]y ruined it) and we we 
not without ſome happy Occaſions of publick Rejoycing | 
his Time, which we were willing to believe werethe fil. , 
vg of further Mercy to the Land, and they proved hich 


Bot God had reſerved the plentiful Harveſt of Sucre en 
Honour for the Reigu of our late Sovereign Q- Amei 
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ſooner came to the Throne, but found it neceſſary to re- 
ew the War againſt the French King and his Grandſon the 
ing of Spain, and her faithful Parliament reſolved they 
bold ſupport her in it; the French King had ordered the : 
render to be proclaimed King of Great-Britain, had bros; i 
en the Balance of Europe, by ſeizing on the Spaniſh Mo- 
rcby for his Grandſon, and thereby put the Civil and. 
dig'ous Liberties of all the Proteſtants in the World into 
e utmoſt Danger: Theſe are the Realons that induced our 
bernours to renew their Alliances with the Emperor, the 

tites General, and other Princes, to oppoſe the Encroach- 

ent of the growing Power of France, that was now be- 


bme more formidable than ever, and threatned no Part of 
babe more immediately than our own Land. | 
cu Accordingly, on the 1oth of June, 1702, a National 
Pt was appointed, to implore the Bleſſing of God upon 


e Confederate Forces, & c. that were then going into the 
ld againſt thoſe of France, who ſeemed at that Time to 
tdo us in Number, and had been too quick for us in o: 
ning the Campaign. This Day Mr. Henry kept with great © lf 
lemnity, and was obſerved to be under an uncommon | 
dncern of Soul, ſpending ſome Hours in Prayer, and 
Inſelf preaching twice, from Fer. xiv. 7. O Lord, though 
r Iniquities teſtify againſt us, do thou it for thy Names ſake, . = 
thr Backſlidings are many, and we have ſinned againſt thee, | | 
The very firſt Year of this War was ſignalized with great - al 
ceſſes, both by Sea and Land, for which a Day of Pub- 
N Thankſgiving was appointed to be kept on the 3d of 
Member, which Mr. Henry faithfully obſerved, preaching 
I that Occaſion from P/al. xii, 5. Kings of Armies did flee 
hace, and ſhe that tarried at home divided the Spoil, 
be Year 1704 will for ever ſhine in the Annals of Eng- 
W's and of Exrope for that fignal and compleat Victory 


: ned by the illuſtrious Duke of Marlborough, over the 
15 ce and Bavarians at Blenheim; the firſt News of this, 
% obſerves, came to Cheſter on the 13th of galt, 


web was the Lord's. Day, and he ſays it added ſomething to 
+ WF nfprt of that News to him, that he had been preach. 
„un Day from John iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, 
„e given all Things into his Hands. The —— 
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— Thankſgiving for the glorious Succeſſes of that Year, y 
on the 7th of Sehtember; at that Time he lay very il d 
Fever, but was by no means willing the Work of the“ 
_- ſhould be omitted, he therefore prevailed with his intim: 
Friend Mr, ohn Evans, then living at Wrexham, to ſupp 
his Place in that good Work, which he did to uniyer 
Satisfaction, preaching from Judges v. 12. Awake, awahz ! 
borah, utter a Song; ariſe Barak, and lead thy CaftivityC, 
tive, thou Son of Abinoam. Mr. Henry mentions it as ſol 
Trouble to his Spirit, that on that Day when all good 
teſtants and Engliſhmen had ſuch an Opportunity of co 
mon ſoy, an eminent Dignitary of the Church, in his $ 
mon at the Abbey, was very ſevere in reflecting on Her 
Diſſenters, charging them with an inexcuſable Frowardre 
on ͤ which he writes, © Is there no Peace then to be h 
Aunleſs we will ſubmit in every thing to thoſe that ſay to er 
* Souls, bow down that we may paſs over? ut : 
At the end of the next Year, in a thankful Rehearſal ut 
the Merciesof the Year, Mr, Henry has theſe Words; © r 
.* which is chiefly remarkable as the Mercy of this Year, 
the happy Poſture of our Publick Affairs at home; aft 
« mighty Struggle, moderate Counſels have preyailed, G 
has wondertully inclined the Queen's Heart to ſuch Co 
« ſels, and uſeth her as an Inſtrument of great Good tot 
Nation; Patrons of our Liberty have been ſtrangely rai 
up among thoſe that have no Lindoef for our Way; 
__ © intemperate Heats of Bigots have proved to make might 
c againſt themſelves; there are many Adverſaries, and] 
« the Door continues open; great Endeavours are uſed ¶ htte 
render us contemptible, odious, dangerous, and what r. 
and yet we live and go on; young ones are coming e I 
and ſome hopeful ones: O that the Power ot Godline c 
* Seriouſneſs, Holineſs and Heavenly Mindedneſs may fen 
—< yail more among us, and then we ſhould have a hope inf 
FProſpect indeed! And who can tell but infinite Wildq k 5 
may yet find out a Way for comprehending us, tho tit 
preſent Temper of our Neighbours rather ſets it at a ge loun 
© er Diſtance than ever. Not long after he adds. I bt 
© the Diſſenters meet with the Smiles of the Court; if it Ney; 
.* fo, I wiſh we may bear the Smiles of the Government iS 
4 ; Me” OY - ö 6 W ; 
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Mr. MTTHEW HENRY. 167 
ar, A well with Humility and Modeſty, as our Fathers did its 
il a Frowns with Meekneſs and Patience. bee 
the U The Year 1 706 was crowned with the Goodneſs of God, 
intim that gloricus Victory of Ramillies, May 12. for which 
o ſuppÞþnd the wonderful Succeſs of our Affairs in Catalonia, a 
niverfMP:y of Publick Thankſgiving was appoinkted yz the Occafion 
wake f Rejoicing being thus doubled, Mr. Henry thought our 
vity lies ought to be too, and therefore preached twice that 
45 oy, from Gen. xiv. 19, 20. Melchiſedeck bleſſed him and 
0d Paid, Heſſed be Abraham of the moſt high God, Poſſeſſor of 
of coll w and Earth, and bleſſed be the moſt high God, who 
bis / delivered thine Enemies into thy Hand: In his Diary 
on (ic records a ſhort Petition to God, that the Praiſes of that 
ardue y might be accepted by him; and a while after obſerves, 
be Hat on the ſame Day in which theſe Publick Thankſgivings 
2y to ere offered up to God, the Garriſon of Offend marched 

ut after the Town had been befieged by our Forces for a- 
earſal et eight or ten Days. 3 — 
That Publick Day of Praiſe to God which was appoin- 
Year, e in the Year 1708, for the defeating of the attempted 
; afef{iration, and for the Victory gained near Audenard, was 
d, G ierved by him with his uſual Solemnity; he preached twice 
h Coat Day, from Gen. xlix. 9. That I may not be tedious, let 
d toi de ſufficient to tell you, that he kept up to the ſame de- 
y ralf'ee of Diligence and Fidelity, on all theſe Oc caſions, 
ay; ich continued as long as the War itſelf; it is pleaſant to 
nighiſrrollect the wonderful Mercies of God to us and our Al- 
andes, but it is fad to think how ſoon they were not only for- 
uſed otten, but treated with Contempt; however, it is evident 
hat r. Henry (and the ſame may be truly ſaid of the reſt of 
ning Ne Diſſenters) really ſought the Welfare of the Nation; he 
dlinevis of a Publick Spirit, and it may without Vanity or. juſt 
y h fence be concluded, that his fervent Prayers and Thanki- 
hopeſſh rings (among many others) had ſome Share in the Pub- 
vidq ck Succeſſes: It has been already obſerved, that the Event 
tho r the War betwen 1/rael and Amalek, was decided in the 
agre leunt of Prayer, and this Mountain of Prayer is truly ſaid 
1 bebe more glorious and excellent than all the Mountains of 
if it rey; there it is that God breaks the Arrows of the Bow, 
ment r Shield, the Sword and the Battle, Plal. Ixxvi. 3. And 
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as Mr. Henry on theſe Occaſions prayed in Faith and willy, 
eat Sincerity, he had the Satis ſaction in his own Soul 
ook upon publick Mercies as Returns even to his Pray 
though he was far from aſeribing them only to his; in 
Diary on the * of Fuly, 1708, he expreſſes himſelf 
theſe Words, This Evening we have News of a compli 
Victory, gained by the Duke of Marlborough and the For 
* © under his Command in Flanders over the French, in: 
| © ſwerto many Prayers, even of poor me. | 
*% We go on now to obſerve his great Diligence and pain 
fulneſs on private as well as publick Occaſions, ſuch as pra 
ing with the Families of his Friends, when under any 
ticular Diſpenſation of Providence, Viſiting the Sick, Co, 
ferences, Admonition where it was needful, and eſpeci 
ly viſiting and afliſting the poor Priſoners and Malefa 
in the Caſtle of Cheſter, preaching to them and praying wii en 
—AS *-; -- > 5 ä 1 
He was often called upon by his Friends to adviſe the eu 
and pray with them upon Family Occafions, and ever te 
dy to ſerve them; he was a prudent Counſellor, and | 
Advice was much defired and valued, he was always 
and open and ready to give it, but would ſtill put his Frien 
in Mind, that the Way of Man is not in himſelf, that in 
our Ways we ought to acknowledge God, who has promilu 
if wedo fo, he will direct our Steps; he was deſirous that Muli 
Friends ſhould truſt more to Prayer than to his Advice; Mrs 
have heard him ſay he was beſt pleaſed with thoſe Viſits ¶ Mee 
which his Friends put him upon praying with them; then; 
was the Sweetneſs of Chriſtian Converſation, and tho 
Eatertainment had been never ſo pood, and the Company th 
agreeable, yet if they parted without Prayer, he own 
be could not go away with ſo much Satisfaction; he cot 
Plains in his Diary, that on ſuch a Day he had been with Wt h 
veral of his Friends, and had not the Opportunity of puttit 
up one Prayer for them. | 
It was but ſeldom that he had any Occaſion for a Con 
3 that Nature, his Cheſter Friends loved Prayer, ti ept 
had been trained up to it on all Occaſions; if any drew ne ane 
the perillous Hour, if they had any Journey to take, any N 
fair of Conſequence to manage, any Child to put to a Tan 
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Mr, MaTTHEw HENRY. 169 
wotherways to diſpoſe of, it was their Way to commit al! 
toGod in Prayer, not only in their Cloſets and Families, 

but with their Miniſters; in this good old Way he found 
them, and he encouraged them in it, and never declined to 
join with the meaneſt and pooreſt of the People on ſuch OCcw- 
cafions, his Diary abounds with Inſtance of this kind, it 
wok op a great deal of his Time, but he did not grudge it 
hem, for he knew he was in the Way of his Duty; in ane 
Place it mak es this Remark, How ſweet a thing is it to pray, 
ninding a particular Errandl! OO RY org 

His Cuſtom on. ſuch Times was, after familiar Diſcourſe 
ith his Friends about the Affairs that lay before him, and 
ing them the beſt Counſel he could think of, he wauld 
into ſome Portion of Scripture that was ſuitable to the 
le, and open and apply it very properly to them, and 
ben in Prayer T never knew the Miniiter that could more 
th and fully recommend any particular Concern to God than 

E would do, and generally in Scripture . Expreſſions. 


viiting the Sick he took to be an eſſential Part of his Mi- 


ry, and he was very diligent in it, never refuſing ta go 
tk to Rich Pare ws ſeat for, unleſs hindred _ 
neible Neceſſity; in this he did not confine his Vilits to 
ole of his own Congregation, or of his own Opinion; he 

s often ſent for to viſit thoſe in Communion with the E- 
ubliſhzd Church, and to Strangers, Travellers and Paflen= 

ts to or from Ireland, and he readily complied, and gid 
deed abound in this Part of his Work, which to many 
empers has ſomething ia it very difficult and diazreeable. 
He would enquire of his Frieads, Whether they knew of 

If that were ſick? And when Bills were put up to himhe 
ld read them, and pablickly make it his Requeſt, that 
loſe who ſeat them in vrould put their Names to them, 
It he might be more conſtantly m ndful of them, and. 
Wit know how to be more ſerviceable to them; in his Di- 
beſides all his other Work) you will often fiad him vi- 
ng the Sick every Day in the Week, the Lord's. Day not 
epted, and ſometimes viſiting four or ſive ſick Perſons 
one Day, and he puts dowa their Names with a brief 
unt of their State and Frame as to Body and Soul, and 
records What the Eyent was, whether Life or Denk: 
. NCC ˙ A H ; 4; - 5 as : and BP 


HET 


170 The LIFE of 
and if they recovered, he ſeldom failed to bleſs God wi 
them for their Recovery, and to put them in mind of thei 
ick bed Promiſes, and toexhort them to improve their ji 
newed Lives to the beſt Purpoſe. 7 
Chriſtian Conference was a Part of Religion which 
was deſirous to revive and promote, and he managed it wit 
great Prudence, and to univerſal Satisfaction and Adya 
Orthese Conferences there were two Sorts, one moref 
ted and ſolemn with young Perſons, in which he aw 
preſided; the Matters to be conferr'd about were no unpt 
fitable Queſtions, or Matters of doubtful Diſputation, b 
Points of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, and Care wit 
ken to avoid all vain jangling, and whatever might tend! 
puff up the Minds of young People, or make them deſpi 
dne another; every one that has tried this Method, kno) 
© Ht requires much Wiſdom and Patience to manage it we 
Mr. Henry had good Succeſs in it, and indeed his Hel 
- was much ſet upon it; in his Diary, Jan. 1. 1697. you bi 
this Note on a Sacramental Occafion ; * That which I 
4 ſire particularly to receive from the Lord at his Table 
Morrow, is Wiſdom for Perſonal Conference abou 
© ters of Religion. EY 
The other fort of Conferences were managed with me 
Freedom, among the moſt conſiderable and intelligent 
_ His Peop'e; ſome of them uſed to meet frequently at e 
others Houſes, and entert:in themſelves not only wiil 
chearful Refreſhment for the Body, but with profitable 
courſe becoming Chriſtians, not parting without Praye 
on theſe Occaſions Mr. Henry was the beſt Companion 
the World, his good Wit and good Senſe, his candid? 
chearful Temper, his Openneſs of Heart to his Friends, 
Readineſs to communicate whatever might be either 
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a} Friendſhip, much to be preferred before thoſe formal 
ifts, and thoſe vain. and affected Compliments that are be- 
ame ſo faſbionable among Perſons of diſtinct ion, even in 
doſe Places, where one would expect Converſation ſhould 
e beſt under ſtood, and in its higheſt Improvement, 
Ia a Congregation ſo well inſtructed as this at Cheſſer 
71s, where their Miniſter was not only a Watchman fer o- 
er them, but an Example to the Flock, cne would think 
here could be little occaſion for that moſt ungrateful Part 
fa Miniſter's Work, Admonition and Reproof; and yet 
&, Henry had bis ſhare of this kind of Labour and Sorrow, 
ſpecially among the younger ſort, tho' not with them only. 
he People that attended on his Miniſtry were, generally 
heiking, a ſober, knowing, ſerious-People; but if in the 
poſtles Days there were {ome Spots in their Feaſts of Cha- 
ty, fome Clouds without Water, ſome that fed themſclves 
"hout Fear, ſome carried about of Winds, whoſe Fruit 
"ithered, we cannot wonder if the beſt Churches in this 
Wheocnerate Age are not altogether free from ſuch Blemiſhes 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion. | 92 2 
[He was a great Example of Miniſterial Wiſdom, Cou- 
r and Faithfulneſs in this hardeſt Part of his Office: He 
ald truly ſay, Who his weak, and I am not weak, who is 
ſuded, and I burn not? Nothing came nearer his Heart; 
ind him recording it in his Diary, that on ſuch a Day, 
* Sept. 8. 1691. Mr, Newcome of Mancheſter preached 
oexcellcat Sermons at Cheſter, from 2 Tim. ii. g. Les every 


Iwhich he ſays, The Lord do me good by thoſe Sermons, 
Prof:fors have need of ſuch Cautions; and afterwards 
ads, ſuch a Day I expounded Paul's Farewel, A#s xx. O 
that I could follow his Example, warning every one Night 
and Day with Tears. . Pe Ws 
Whenever he heard an evil Report of any that attended 
bis Miniſtry, his way was to go to them or ſend for them, 
yiring ſtrictly and impartially into the Truth of the Caſe; 
d when he found it was too true, he failed not to deal 
bly and faithfully with them, ſétting before them the 
Mof their Sin, and calling them in the Name of God to 
* e ; 7 —— 1 
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that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from all lniquitys 
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or of his Way, was to fave a Soul from Death, and to 
ver a multitude of Sins; but he often found the Heart of tl 
Sianer hardned, and laments the unſucceſsfulneſs of his, 

F Endeavours : I have laboured {ſays he in his Diary) wit 
li uch a one to ſet before him the Evil of his Sin; O th 


When the Sin was ſcandalous, he thought fit, notwitl 


lickly, and a Congregational Faſt was kept on the ſad C 


willing to confeſs their Sins, to take Shame to themſely 
and to give Glory to God before all the Congregation; at 
they were received in again, and God reſtored their Sou 


Others were not willing to put their ſtubborn Necks u 
der this Toak of Chtiſt, the Diſcipline was too ſtrict . fu 


than Rigour and Severity; whit he did was from Conſcier 


Henry bemoans himſelf on theſe Occalions; in one place 


- hirfiſelf Comfort in, he adds, Then, aid I, I havelat 
red in vain; and ſpent my Strength for nothing: In anot 
Hace, * Theſe things are a temptation to me, to lay i 


I could ſee him duly affected, but nothing leſs than th 
© Grace of God will do it. Fei FAT 


ſtanding ſome Signs of Shame and Grief, to ſuſpend the ( 
fender from the Lord's Table for a time; and to his gre 
Sorrow he once found himſelf obliged to ſuſpend three be 
ſons at the ſame time; the Cenſure was paſſed on them pu 


caſion, Miniſter and People humbling them ſelves before ll 
Lord, that any ſuch accurſed things ſhould be found int} 
Camp, earneſtly begging Repentance for Sinners, the R 
miſſion of Sin, the Continuance of the Freſence of God wi 
them, and the reviving of his Work among them. 

Some that had openly offended, were deeply humbl 
God owning and bleſſing hisownInſtitutionsjthey were me 


and they walked cloſely and humbly with him ever after, 


them, and inſtead of being angry with themſelves, th 
were diſpleaſed with their faithful NMiniſter; they thoug 
Him too ſevere, tho' nothing was remoter from his Temp 


of his Duty to God, and Compaſſion to the Souls of M 
that · Sin might not reſt upon them. 
It would make à Man's Heart to bleed to hear how 


ter having mentioned the Sin of one that he had promi 
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Mr. MaTTHEw HENRY, 172 
the. Paſtoral Charge, but I dare not, I cannot do it, my ] 
God will humble me, let him that thinketh he ſtandet nn, 
or is thought by his Friends to ſtand, take heed left he fall? 
the Lord make it a warning to me, and to us all. 
dome of theſe unhappy Perſons turned avvay and follov 
bim no more, but it was generally obſer red, there was 
e remarkable Hind of a diſpleaſed God upon them, bath 

&to their ſpiritual and their outward Eſtate; they fell un- 
br a maniteſt Blaſt, and withered and died away trom the 
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40 boot, and food like Pillars of Salt, Monuments of God's 
s gre er. and R to others that they ſhould hear and fear, 
ce bel not dare to do ſo wickedl yx us x "Seal 


Others, tho? they did not ſo entirely ſubject themſelves to 
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ae Rulcs of Diſcipline, which Chriſt bas inſtituted-in his 

re urch, yet they could never prevail with themſelves whol- 
ia oceſert his Miniſtry; his Faithfulneſs to their Souls was 
he rifeſt, not only to God but to their own Conſciences; 


y did not fof fake the aſſembling of themſelves together, 
y attended on the Preaching ot the Word, but Walked. 
wily and uncomfortably for want of a more entire Subs: 
ion: to the Goſpel of Chriſt. e O36. 
That ſome ſuch Offences: as theſe ſhould ariſe in a large 
ugregation, in a populous City abounding with ill Ex- 
les, in the Jong: Courſe of four and twenty Years; is 
to be wondered at, nor laid as a Reproach upon Mr. 
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=_ C t ſuch Roots of Bitterneſs ſpringing up to trouble and 
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The Sorrow Mr. Henry felt in his Soul for theſe: things, 
L abundantly 9 by the great Satisfaction and 
that he had in the good Effects of his Miniſtry, upon 
far preatedif Part of his People; he ſaw many come into 
Houſhold Math, and grow up there in Wiſdom ap 
dineſs, and ſpiritual Peace and Strength, adorning the 


wh Krine of their Saviour, and ſtrengthning the Hands of 
omi Miniſter; few, if any in our Age had more reaſcn 
e lab he to thank God and take Courage for the viſible Suc- 


and the numerous Seals of his Miniſtryin Cheſter, and 
Miz many of thoſe, I doubt get, he has now met in; 
wen, and many more axe follo Wing after, and will be his 
pad his Crown in the Day of the Lord jeſus. We 
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„ EI of 1 
We have a very uncommon Inſtance of his Diligence 
and Zeal, and Love to Souls in the frequent compaſſionay 
V iſits that he made to the poor Priſoners, and even to th 
Malefactors in the Caſtle of Cheſter, to pray with them ant 
preach to them, both before and after their Trial and Cox 
— 7 ns 265 
- T-cannot find out the preciſe Time when he begun thi 
charitable Practice, but it is certa in he continued in it fo 
many Years. I am told, he firſt went to viſit thoſe poo 
Wretches at the Requeſt of the Jaylor's Wife, who was 
religious Perſon, and had a tender Concern for the Souls 
_ thoſe that had ſinn d themſelves into ſuch deplorable Cir 
This good Woman obſcrying how very remiſs and form: 
thoſe were in dealing with the Souls of the Priſoners tt 
challeng'd it as their Province, perſwaded ſome of themt 
ſend for Mr. Henry, and deſire his Counſel and Prayer: 
the poor Priſoners were the more ready to hearþcn to he 
becauſe ſhe always treated them with tenderneſs and pit 
in a far different Manner from what is uſual with others 
| ſuch Places; by this means ſhe had convinced them, th 
' the deſigned nothing ſo much as their real Good both i 
Fender... 2} nts 
Mir. Henry readily complied with their Requeſt, tho! 
knew the Work would be attended with many and gre 
"Difficulties, and when he had done his utmoſt, it was ye 
doubtful what the Succeſs would be; he maſt expect to mc 
with Cenſures, and per haps with direct Oppoſition, but 1 
zealous Soul, ever ſtrongly bent upon doing Good, {6 
mounted all theſe Diſcouragements ; he was willing to 
dure any Labour, and run any Riſques, if peradventure tho 
1 3 be at laſt recovered out of the Snare of the Devil, i 
had been led captive by him at his Will. 1 
If I may be allowed to make my Conjecture, I cant 
but think he was the more encouraged to undertake aT: 
of this _ an Inſtance that was freſh in my 
mory of People in Cheſter, when Mr. Henry ca 
| * mean the Converſion of à Soldier, condi 
ned for Murther, which under God was owing to the g 
Pains that Mr. Hall, then a Priſoner for Nonconfor I 


=y 


ook with him: The Soldier's Name was Spooner, one that 
had been a very looſe and profligate Man, and was concer- 
ned with others in a drunken Riot, in whieh a poor Man 
of his Life. Mr. Hall, who was Paſtor to that People in 
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an thi inal, who lay in the Gall of Bitternel(s and Bond of Iniqui- 
It fo ty. Mr. Hall found him very ignorant and ſtupid, but God 
ſe pool us pleaſed to bleſs the ſerious Diſcourſe he had with him, 
Was Ol ind the fervent Prayers he put up to God with him and for 
*. him; Conſcience was awakened to purpoſe, and God ſea». 


die, and of the Benefit he had received by Mr. Hall's In- 
ſruction and Prayers, as very much aſſected all that heard 


danger of periſhing for ever. 


Mr. , and excited him to this Service; it is certain he 
was not ignorant of it, for I find him taking notice of it in 
one of his Papers, as a Service done by that worthy, pious 
Mr. Hall (fo he juſtly calls him) but a little before he died. 
However this is certain, Mr. Henry ſpent many an Hour, 
put up many a Prayer, and preached many a Sermon with 
the Priſoners, from the Year 1690, to the Year 1710, for 
X loog it appears by his Diary he was employed in that 
or 5 . 0 


Ona the 13th of December 1690, he tells us, he was ſent 


and now like to die of his Wounds, and ſeemed to be very 
fenfible'of his Sin, Sometime after, he was ſent for to the 
Caſtle by one that was to be executed for clipping the King's 
Coin; he prayed with him ak endeavoured to . 

2 e him 
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Chefter-that invited Mr. Henry, was ſent a Priſoner to Re. - 
Caſtle for fix Months, for no other Fault thin preaching the 
Goſ-el; but God ſent him thither for good to this poor Cri- 


ld his Inſtruction; a wonderful Change was wrought in 
him in alitt'e time, and he made ſuch a-Declaration of the 
Minner of God's Working upon his Soul when he came to 


him, and indeed filled the whole City with wonder, every 
one looking upon him as ſuch another Monument of Free- 


org! "oe as the Thief on the Croſs, and glorifying God on his 
etz that good old Miniſter thought bis ſix Months Im- 
th * ptiſonment abundantly compenſated by being an Inſtrument, 


of fo much Good to a precious Soul, that was in ſo much | 


It is rational to think this happy Precedent encouraged 


for to a Soldier that had been wounded in a drunken Fray, 
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him of Sin, but obſeryes that the Man ſeemed rather ama - 
ad or ſullen: I did (fays he) what God enabled me to do 
for him, but it is hard to do any thing to purpoſe; O that 
others would hear and fear. „ | 

Some of the Priſoners that he had inſtructed and prayel 
with, after they were acquitted, would come to him and 
14 thank him for his Labour of Love, and would promiſe to 
anke heed to their Ways: How thoſe Promiſes were per- 
formed, does not appear to me, but even this was an En. 
cCouragement to him to go on in that Work. 

EE This Account, I find, of his preaching at the Caſtle, wis 
on the 15th of November 1695, and it was on the Caſe of 
Mangel his being bound in Fetters and then brought to Re. 
 Pentance, 2 Chron. 33. 12. He writes, he hopes tome good 
Was done that day; from that time forward he was very 
frequent, not only in praying with them, but preaching to 
them, and always upon the moſt appoſite awakening Sub. 
jects, the poor Criminals attending in their Chains. He 
takes notice of one that had diſcovered a great Senſe of Sin, 
and would gladly have had Mr. Henry to have gone along 
with him to the Place of Execution, but he*thoaght fi: to 
wave it leſt he ſhould give Offence, and fo be deprived of 
ſoch Opportunities of Service for the futur mme. 

It would be too tedious to give a particular Account of 
the ſuitable Texts he choſe en ſuch O-cafions; I ſhall men- 
tion but a few, as Prov xiv 12, There is a Way that ſeems 
right to a Man, but the End thereof are the Ways of Death, 
Prov. xiv. 9. Fools make a Mock at Sin. And preaching 
to the Condemned, Eccleſ. ix. 5. The Living know they miſt 
die, tut who knows what it is to die? At another timero 
ſome acquitted or pardoned, 'trom Lev. xxvi 23, 24. If 
ye will nor be reformed by me by theſe Things, but will walk 
contrary to me, then will I aljo walk contrary to you, and 
will bring ſeven times more Plagues upon you according 10 pour 
Another time he has ſet it down in his Diary, that God 
helped him to preach with ſome eaſe and enlargement to 
the Priſoners, from P/al. cxix, 67. Before I was ad 
wen, aſtray: And (fays he) it ſeemed to be to acceptation 

with Men; but that's a ſmall matter if it be ä * 
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diication, and yet. I hope ſome good i is done, for the Pri- 
ſon opens the Ear to Diſcipline. 


ſrous to prepare them for that Day, by putting them in ming, 
of a Day yet more awful, from 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8 The Lord Je. 


ind that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
iter Condemnation, from Fer. iii. 21. A Voice was heard 


ud from Luke xx!1. 5. Bur I will forewarn you whom ye N 
od Wee, fear him who after be bath killed, hat * to caſt into 
ery Hell, yea, 1 ſay unto you fear him. | 
to [ ſhall mention but one more, and that. is a Sermon e 
ub. le preached on the 8th of May, 1501, to the Priſoners. 


wherethree Women were under Sentence of Death for mur: 


sin, Nering their Baſtard Children; it was a very aweful and a- 
ong vikening Diſcourſe, from Fame: i. 15. Then when Luſt hath - 
to inceived, it bringerh forth Sin, and Sin, when it is frniſhed 
| of -Wingerh forth Death, no! the Death of the Body only, that 


ution of the Soul; while he reaſon:d about theſe Things, 
he poor Wretches trembled exceedingly, and ſeveral good 
Feople that uſed to attend their Priſon-Sermons, were migh- 
ly affected, Tears and Trembling were every where ob 
red: He viſits theſe poor Wretches a ſecond and third © 
ine after this; and was with them the very Day that they; 
led; it is not eaſy in ſuch C ſes clearly to diſcern whether” 
od gives true Repentance or no, but he had done all he 
paid for them, and they were very. thankful. tor the Com- 
ion he had ſhewed to their poor Souls. 


bed Sinners from time to time for their Good, till in the- 
r end of the Year 1510, when he was ſent for to one: 
barles Fo vel, who was then under Sentence of Condem- 
ton, and was deſired by him and the reſt ot the Priſoners: 
preach to them, and he had conſented, but the Curate of 
& Mary's be ing deſirous to prevent it, offered to come and 


Hs 


another ie ee £iices drove. nos: _ was 18 


i the High Places, Mebing and Supplication; for they baue 5 
terverted their May, and have forgotten the 2 their God ;. | 


|: not the. finiſhing Stroke of Sin, but the Death and Dam— 


uns he continued labouring with poor ignorant wrets. | 


cevbimſelt, and did ſo; however Mc, Henry thought fit 


ſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his = Angels im 4 x 
faming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not G, 
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do go in the Evening, and give them a ſerious Diſcourſe 1. 
bout the penitent Thief on the Crofs, which I think was 
the [aſt Sermon he preached in that Place; the Governour 
of the Caftle was prevailed upon to difcourage it, and Mr. 
Henry hadaDiſchargetrom that charitable Service, on which 
© the had diligently attended for ſo many Years, without the 
leit Penny of Profit to himſelf, er without any other Ini 
-  —ducement beſides his Zeal for God and the Souls of Men: 
_ Ffhatl make no Reflection upon the Conduct of thoſe that "lf 

_ deprived poor Souls of ſuch Aſſiſtance at a Time when they 


_ ſtood moſt in need of it; I cannot but think when they fo 

_ coolly and calmly conſidered the Matter, they mult need 
reflect upon themſelves for it; I am ſure the poor Priſoners"! 1 
lamented their Loſs, which I fear has not been made up ii Ne 
Another fort of Miniſterial Service in which Mr. Ren #* 
wos engaged at Cheſter, was preaching Reformation. Ser.“ 
mons: It pleaſed God ſeyeral Years ago to ſlir up the Heini © 
of many good People of ſeveral Denominations, to ende 8 

vour the giving a Check to that Immorality and Profaneneſſi f 

that had proceeded ſo far, and prevailed ſo long in England ' th 

=__ gain this encroaching Enemy, London made the firſt land, 1 
_ ant their Example encouraged many others both in Englang ne 
elend too. FFP 
_ The firſt Notice] find of any ſuch Deſign in Cheſter, w ter 
= inthe Year16g8, when on the 16th of Auguſt Mr. Hen © 
bas this Memorandum in his Diary: © Some Overtures a reg 
no made rowards forming a Society in Cheſter for | my 

W = *© formationof Manners, and many ſeem very forward in! tical 
W © this he obſerved with great Satisfaction. of x1 
| This good Work was firſt ſet on Foot in that City by tb Lol 
of the Eftabliſh'd Church; they were happy in a Biſhop u ly in 
Dean, that had the Intereflsof practical Religion very mu the 7 

gat Heart, Dr. Stratford and Dr. Fog, Men of great Learnil of tk 
and true Piety, both excellent Preachers. and greatly gl. and ] 
ved at the open and ſcandalous Wickedneſs that abound T. 

1 in that City, and every where throughout the Nation. mg 
= A Society was formed, and a Monthly Friday Lectu de © 
= ſet up at St. Peters to promote this good Dehgn- was | 


Henry obſerves upon it, This brings to mind the Days of 0 


J 
x i - I _ = 
H IT - : * { 


e fra Sermon . Occpon was preached by the good | 
rſe 1. Wl Biſhop, from Rom. xx ili. 14. Put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© was , male not Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſtsthereef ; 


The Congregation was. very numerous, the Diſcourſe plain 


to do their uttmoſt for. ſuppreſſing Profaneneſs. Mr. Henry 
declares the great Pleaſure he had in hearing that Sermon; 
I greatly rejoice (ſays he) in this publick Teſtimony born 


for it. | $3 | | 1 oy . 
The next Reformation-Le&ure was preached by Dr. Fog, 


if Darkneſs, but reprove them rather; Mr. Henry obſerves 


nreſſing home the neceſſary Duty of beating down Sin and 


'2nd as I have from my Heart forgiven, ſo I will endea- 
our to forget all that the Dean has at any time ſaid againſt 
Diſſenters and againſt me in particular; ſuch Preaching a» 
gainſt Sin, and ſuch Endeavours to ſuppreſs it, will con- 
tribute as much as any thing to heal Differences among 
nne ... 8 „ 

The Diſſenters in Cheſter did not haſtily thruſt themſelves 


ther than helping it forward, but that their Hearts were 
C gregational Faſts, kept on the 3d of May, the ſame Tear in 
ticular manner to ſeck the Lord, firſt for the Deliverance 
ly in Chefter ; Mr. Henry preached from P/al. vii. 9.0 let 
the Micted neſs of the Wicked come to an end, the Wickedneſs 
of the Wicked in the two great Branches of it, Perſecution 
and Profaneneſs. 4 | | | I 2, 4 

The latter end of that Year, he began a Set of Reforma- 
le obſerved is worth our Knowledge. His firſt Sermon 
vs to preſs upon all the Neceſſity of Perſonal Reformation, 


4 . | 


and warm, preſſing both Magiſtrates and private Perſons - 


{againſt the Wickedneſs of the Wicked, and I bleſs God 


fom Eph. v. 11. Have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
it was an excellent Diſcourſe, very much to the Purpoſe, _ 
Wickedneſs ; and he adds, * I bleſs God for this Sermon, © 


into this good Work, for fear of giving any Diſguſt to thoſe 
that hid already embarqued in it, and thereby hindring ra- 


entirely in it, none could queſtion; and on one of their Con- 
which this Work was begun, they determin'd in a very par. . 


of the Proteſtants in France, and then for the Succeſs and © 
Proſperity of Reformation-work in England, and eſpecial. 


tion-Sermons on the Le&ure-Day, and I think the Method 


from 


3 
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from Fer. xxv. 5. Turn ye again now, every one from his wi] 
Way. and from the Evil of his Doings. 
The next Lecture-Day he preached a Sermon about Fami. 
h. Reformation, from Fob xxii. 23. Put away Iniquiiy fron 
ti Tabernacle; obſerving that Perſonal and Family-Retor- 
maticn were the moſt proper and neceſſary Steps toward; 
publick Reformation. . | 
lhen he went on to preſs it as a Duty upon all that make 
2 more open Profeſſion of Religion, firſt to reprove end 
reform one ancther, before they go about to reform the Pro- 
fene, from John xiii. 14. If I then your Lord and Maſter have 
waſhed your Feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one anothers Fect; not 
culy condeſcend to one another, but reform one another, 
for Ohriſt waſhed his Diſciples Feet, not only as a ſign of his 
-: own Condeſcenſion, but of their Sanctification, If 1 waſh 
thee not, thou haſt no Part in ne 
His next Sermon about Reformation, was from P/al, 
cxix. 5. Horror hath taken hold of me, becauſe of the Wit 
id that forſake thy Law; ſhewing that in our endeavours to 
_ reform Sinners, we ſhould be deeply affected with the hor- 1 
rid Nature and Conſequences of Sin. Another Sermon for Met 
that Purpoſe was from 2 Kings ix. 32. Who is on my Side? ¶ tber. 
Obſerving, it is pity there ſhould be any Sidings among us 
F butfor God againſt Baal. Soon after he preached a Sermon 
both for Reformation and Preparation for the Lord's. Sup- 
per, from 1 Chron. xxix. 5. Who then is willing to conſecrate 
7 bis Service this Day unto the Lord ? And in his Diary writes, 
I deſire this Evening folemniy to conſecrate my Service 
to the Lord, ſuch as it is; the Lord graciouſly accept it- 
About this Tjme the Diſſent ing Miniſters in Cheſhire ſet- 
tled a Reformation-LeQure to be kept ſtatedly in ſeveral 
Parts of the Country; the firſt was preached at Macclesfield 
by Mr. Henry, about the Sanctification of the Sabbath; the 
next at Knutsford, Auguſt 1. 1699, by Mr. Scoles, from 
James v. 19, 20. the next at Cheſter, by Mr. James Owen, 
about King Hezekiah's Proclamaticn, from 2 Chron. 
xxx. 8. Now be ye not ſliffnecked, as your Fathers were, but 
wield yourſelves unto the Lord. _ SE b 
ils the mean time the Reformation · Lectures at St. Peter's, 
by the Clergy of the City and Dioceſe were conſtantly kent 
f J 7 HS He . | . : | vp» 


= 


up, and Mr, Henry as conſtantly attended them, and he has 
taken particular notice in his Diary, what good and propes 
Diſcourſes he heard from Mr. Henry Newcome of Tatnal, 
Mr. Garenciers, Mr. Newton, Mr. Thane, Dr. Entwiſle, Mr. 
Gps of Bury, and divers more; but this good Work had a 
great many Enemies, and by this time ſome of them began 
openly to deride and oppoſe it, and form Parties and Inte- 
zeſts againſt it. | „ 
This was a great Grief of Heart to the good Biſhop and 


Dean, who had laboured more abundantly in it, and they il 
law it neceſſary to form an Aſſociaticn for the more effeftus 


il carrying an the Deſign, which was ſubſcribed by chem» 
elres and ſeveral Clergy men in and about the City; and 
now it was that they found it expedient to call in Help from 
the Diſſenters. and the Dean himſelf propoſed it to Mr. John 
Bulton, Mr. Henry's Brother, that the Diſſenters ſhould form 
themſelves into a Society for the ſame Purpoſe, and act in 
concert with the other, which they very readily hearkened 
to, and met about it at Mr. Henrys Houſe on the-22d of 
July, 1700, and engaged themſelves in it, according to a 
Method then agreed upon, but I find he was apprehenſive 
there would not be much dene; however, (he ſays) it will 
urn to us for a Teſtimony; and ſome Days after he waited 
on the Dean, who received him very kindly, ſhewed him 
their Aſſociation, and encouraged him and his Friends to 
20 on in it. | I e HE 8 
A Month. or two after this Aſſociation of the Clergy, 
tie Lecture at St Peter's was preached by a Stranger, one 
o the Curates at WWinwick-in Lancaſhire, from Epb. v. 6, 7. 
let no Man deccive you with vain Words, for becauſe of theſe 
Things cometh the Wrath of God upon the Children of Diſobe. 
dence; be ye not therefore Partakers with them. He very 
muchpreſſed the Reformation, and in all their Places to con- 
tbute their utmoſt to it, but reflected on the Diſſenters 
very unfit to engage in it, becauſe they were themſelves 
aa Schiſm; this was not well approv'd by thoſe of the 
durch Party, who were hearty in the Deſign, and the So- 
ety that had firſt engaged in it ſeat preſently to that of 
be Diſſenters, that notwithſtanding what had been ſaid in 
e Sermon of Friday laſt, againſt their meddling in the Buſi- 
a ne. 
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neſs of Reformation, it was their Deſire that they would 
proceed in it, and that for their Parts they wereready to give iſ 
them all poſſible Eneouragemennn. J 

- Bur the Torrent of Profaneneſs was too ſtrong for them 
all, the Hearts of many that ſhould have promoted the Work ff 
of Reformation were bent againſt it; a very unhappy In. oe. 
ſtance of this Mr. Henry has given us in His Diary, 04%, vi. 
13. that ſame Year, in theſe Words, My Brother Halton, 
© on Lord's day was Seven-night, obſerving the Church. 
© Wardens of St- Peter's, with a ſtrange Miniſter, and o. Wy: 
*.thers, go to Mr. Hol/and's Ale-Houle, and fit there three Widy 
© Hours, told the Recorder of it; the Biſhop came to hear Wy 
ok it, and Mr. Hulton defired his Lordſhip to admonith Mott 
them; they ſet light by the Biſhop, and challenged tte of 
© Magiſtrates to fine them; whereupon Mr, Halton was ſum-Wl pro 
* mon'd to inform againſt them, and did fo, and they were rep! 
© fined, but were very abuſive to him, 8 
However, the Monthhy Lectures went on, and Mr. Henry 
Newmcome took another Turn, preaching from 1 Theſ. v. 8, 


But let us who are of the Day be ſober; In mony Things ve. nut 
ry well, but in the cloſe of his Sermon departing from hit at le 
ood Temper for which he had been much eſteemed, and fron 

in which his Friends and his Father's Friends hoped he Gra 
would have continued to the laſt, he broke out into ver 11%, 
fevere Invectives againſt the Diſſenters, becauſe they di War 
not conform to the Church, ſvggefing that thereby they © ur 
hardned the Profane, and diſabled themſelves to reform * ot 
them; on which Mr. Henry writes, '© The Lord be Judge m. 
between us; perhaps it will be foond that the Body o co 
Diſſenters have been the ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Po Jo. 
faneneſs in England. AT 80 
T The next of thoſe Lectures the learned and worthy Deu un 
came vp himſelf, and preached an excellent Sermon fro © to 
Foſhua xxii. 17, 18. Is the Iniquity of Peor 200 little for uf Sir 
from which we are not cleanſed to this Day, but that ye mul Ti 
turn away this Day from following the Lord? And it wil uy Sera 
feeing ye rebel to Day againſt the Lord, that to Morrov "ot ty, 
will be wroth with the whole Congregation of 1/racl. I Ken, 
often heard Mr. Henry ſpeak of that Sermon with the hig * 

: * 


eſt Approbation, it was full of holy Zeal and Chriſtian Cod 
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yould I 5 1 
give Iyge, in reprov ing ſharply all, whether Magiſtrates or Mi- 

ers, that had any way diſcountenanced and obſtructed the 
them work of Reformation;. he told them plainly for his Parr, 


Vork Wlhcdid veri:y beiieve if that Opportunity was loſt, God would 
y In. Never entruſt them with ſuch another, but would contend 
5405. Whvith them in his righteous Judgments. ee 


This admirable Effort of true Apoſtolical Zeal could only 
ſerye to keep the good Deſign on Foot a while longer, but 
was not able to put new Lite and Vigour into it; every Bo- 
dj ſaw where the Rebukes and Laſh of the Laws fell, hea- 


her Complaints were made, that by theſe Means the Enemies 
onilh Wot the Church were encourage toexpoſe and ruinthe Friends 
the of the Church for humane Frailties, that this muſt needs 


produce Conſequences that would make all true Churchmen 
repent of it when it was too late. „ | | 
Such Suggeſtions were too much regarded, and tho' the 


len Lecture continued a few Month; longer, and ſome very 
v. 9 vod Sermons were preached, yer Proſecutions were very 
5 ve- ¶ nuch diſcouraged, and the Lectures not well attended; and 


1 length, the 5th of September, 1701, the Dean preached 
from Heb. xii. 15. Looking diligently, leſt any Man fail of the 
Grace of God, left any Root of Bitterneſs ſpringing up trouble 


Warnings, in the cloſe of his Sermon he faid, This Lect- 
ure had been ſet up on purpoſe to ſtir up Magiſtrates and 


could be faid about it, it was thought convenient to ad- 
Journ it, ſine die; on which Mr. Henry in his Diary ia ys, 


* umph to the Profane, who have a very great Antipathy 
+ the Bifhop and the Dean for their pious Teal againſt 


The Diſſenting Miniſters continued their Reformation- 
Sermons both in Chefter and ſeveral other Parts of the Coun- 
ty, in which none was more frequently employed than Mr. 
Henry, but they wanted Power to make their Endeavours 
effectual; and ſo it proved at length, as Mr. Henry forelawe 
from their firſt coming in to it, that conſidering the Tem- 
ber of qpoſt Men, and the great Corruption that GY 
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Ju; and thereby m_ be defiled ; and aiter many ſerious 


others to be active in their Places for the ſuppreſſing Im- 
* Morality and Profaneneſs, and all having been ſaid, that 


So 'tis nod let fall, I wiſh it be not an occaſion of Tri- 
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| the greateſt Good he could expect from the Attempt wi; 
that as for thoſe whoſe Hearts were right with God in it, i 
would turn to them for a Teſtimony, g. 14 
Thus far we have confider'd Mr. Matthew Henry in his 2 
exemplary and even unparallel'd Induftry in his Miniſtry in q 
Cheſter, and chiefly among his own People, both in his con. 
ſtant and occaſional Services, and thoſe both of a private and 
publick Nature. AE 1 1 Fre 
We are yet to behold him in a more large and extenſiye A 
Sphere bf Ulcfuineſs, not to the neg ect or prejudice of his 47 
own Place and People, for he was 5 conſtant to thein, that 5 
he has obſerved in his Diary, on June 3. 1711, being then de 
at London, That it was the firſt time he had been abſeut 
from Cheſter on the firſt Day of the Monch, the Sacrament: 
* gay, for this Twenty four Teas. 
But though his own Flock were not neglected. yet he 
could not confine his Sexgggees to them; he had a juſt Care 
for all the Churches, anTFſpeciallythoſe that were within 
his Line; I mean, fuch as he could viſit and return home 
at the Weeks end; he took a Circuit of near thirty Miles, 
and frequently lent his Aſſiſtance to the Diſſenting Miniſters 
and Churches that were in that Compals, and he was always 
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thankfully received by them. 1 

His Labours of this kind come under ſeveral Heads, viz, 
Frequent Week Day Lectures in the Places adjacent, ſtated 
Meetings of Miniſters twice a Yer, Publick Ordinations, 
Funeral Sermons for Miniſters and others in the Country 
roundabout, and the. Journeys that he took Yearly to ſpread 
the Savour of the Knowledge of Chriſt as far as lay in bis 
Power; having (as has been of en obſerved) a ſtrong Con- 
ſtitution and an active zealous Spirit, he tot k up a Relolu- 
tion never to refuſe an Invitation to preach as long as he had 
Opportunity and Ability ſor it: this his readineſs was well 
known in Cheſhire, and the good People were ſo wiſe 
for themſelves as never to let him want for an Invitation. 
The Tovyns and Villages that lay near to Cheſter enjoyed a 
great ſnare of his Labours; in ſome of theſe he preacheda 
Monthly Lecture, as at Molaſworth, Grange, Bromboronghy 
Elton, Saighton; and frequently at Beeſtan, Mickledale and 
Pectfurton; he was often employed at Wrexham, rn: ty 
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tm and Darnal; there was ſcarce a Week but he was 
one or more of theſe Places preaching the Goſpel (beſides 
s conſtant Work at home, of which ſo much has been 
id already) many a handful'of good Seed he has ſown in 
hoſe Parts, which has already produced a good increaſe, 
jd hope the Fruits of it will appear and abound. yet 
pore, and turn to a good account in the great Harveſt-Diy, 
[am afſured Mr. Henry's Settlement at Cheſter was a ve» 
great Mercy to the Parts adjacent, there was no great 
wearance-of ſerious Godlineſs in the Vill-ges about that 
ty till his coming among them: ſome few aged Chriſtians 
e found here and there, that retained the Senſe and Savour 
Religion, and read the Scriptures, and prayed in their 
milies; but the younger ſort were too remiſs, and con- 
med themſelves to do as their Neighbours did, and in 
likelihood the things that remained of the good old Puri - 
3 way would in a littletime have died, if God had not ſent 
we ſuch lively and active Miniſter ts he was among them; 
t he ſoon ſought out and found Opportunities of the re- 
ring the good Work in thoſe Parts, and the aged Rem. 
ut rejoyced to ſee, not only that God had ſent one to them 
hep them to finiſn well, but to their Children and Fa- 
* too, to engage them more fully for God and Godli- 
In the Year 1691, the Diſſenting Miniſters in Cheſbire 
ſeed to have their General Meetings twice in the Year; 
e firſt of theſe that I meet with in Mr. Henry's Papers 
is onthe zoth of June that Year, and it was at Knutsfords 
ere Mr. Kynaſton was Miniſter; I cannot but take No- 
le with much Sati faction, that this ſhould be the Place 
their Provincial Aſſemblies, which was the firſt Place 
lere I was called to the Paſtoral Charge in the Year 1687, g 
oned if I give it a place in theſe Memoirs. bx 
The Town of Knut ford had been favoured above moſt 
ler Places in Cheſhire, with an excellent God!y Miniſter © 
Publick Mr. Turner, a Man of great Simplicity and God- 
Mcerity, that uſed to keep Days of Prayerwith ſome of 
i Hearers, inviting them to pray as well as himſelf, ac- 
ing to the way of the good old Puritans; W 
I [2 ation. 


chere being ſomething peculiar in it, I hope I ſhall be 


bot ſober Converſation, his Parents were Diſſenters, but 
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ſation was ſo eminently holy, and his Diſcipline ſo ſliritt 
that few or none attempred to come to the Lord's Tableby 
who were Perſons of ſober and blameleſs Lives; and tho 
there were ſome in the Town, and ſeveral about it that 
were Diſſenters in their Judgments, fuch as Mr. I/aac 4 
rroous, Mr. Peter Woad, Mr. William Leſtwich. Mr. John B 
flock, Dr. Smith, yet moſt of them were ſatisfied to jojr 
with him in all Ordinances, and continued to do ſo as long 
as he lived, and they truly loved and honoured him, ane 
bleſt God for his Miniſtry, and he was an Inſtrument o 
mach Good amongſt them; it was a Place of as much $, 
briety and Regard to Religion as any in thoſe Parts. Ther 
was at that time an Aped Diſfeating Miniſter living amon| 
them, Mr. Lee, a Gentleman by Birth, and an humble up 
right Perſon, a good Scholar; but thro? bodily Ladifpoliti 
on not capable of conftant Work. .. 5 
Upon the Death of Mr. Turner, which I think was nc 
long before Mr. Henry came to Cheſter, the Town of Knut 
Ford was divided very much about the Choice of anvihe 
Miniſter ; tho' therebe a Chappel in the Town and a Chur 
about half a Mile out of Town, they are in the Pariſh 
Roſthorne , however the Inhabitants had been. uſed to chul 
their own Minifter, and thought they had-a Legal as we 
as Scripture Right to do fo; but ſme of the [nhabitan 
that were for a greater ſtrictaeſs in the Rituals of Reigiot 
and a greater liberty in Morals than Mr. Turner had approfe 
of, were very induſtrious to have a Miniſter of their on elt 
Temper; and rather than fail of their Deſign, after muy 
Contention with their Neighbours, they choſe to give 
all Pretenſions to the Right of Electing their Miniſter, a 
applied themſelves tothe Biſhops Court about it; the Caſe vi, . 
ſomewhat intricate where the Right of Preſentation l 
but at length the High Church Party prevailed and Mr. I om 
mes, who was Chaplain to the Lord Delamer, was fü perſe 
with them: He was a Perſon of very good Learning, 4 


Judgment was for a very rigorous Conformity. 
Many of the Inhabitants that had never been Diſſent 


s 


refuled to own him as their Miniſter, and joyned with 
thers that had been always Diſſenters in Judgment, were 


* 
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ird p Meeting; and invite a Difſen'ing Miniſter to come and 
eb reach to them; in this they were encouraged by ſeveral 
hy eminent Chriſtians that lived near that Place, juch as the Pi- 
9 dus Widow of Col; Venables of Wincham, Mr. Lee of Ough- 
** ton, and his Son at Ollerton. Mr. Brookes, and Mr. Low 


J Chelford, Mr. Colthurſt, Mrs. Ward of Caperthorne. Mr. 
1 plland of Mobberly, Mr. Philip Wright, and Mr. Randal Mere 

til of Pever, Mr. Robert Kell, and ſeveral others; moſt of 
u lich had been Hearers of the Reverend Mr. Edge at Mit. 

ton, and were ſome of the moſt eminent Perſons for Re- 
ligious Knowledge and Wiſdom, fora Spirit of Prayer, for 
1 true Chriſtian Temper, and regular Converſation, that e- 
jr J had the Happineſs to be acquainted with. Mr. Edge 
was a Miniſter of extraordinary Gravity, Wiſdom and Se- 
nouſneſs, a judicious Spiritual Preacher; he died not long 
Ittore Mr. Turner. | TNT: =o 
Ia this deſign of theirs to ſet up a Meeting at Knutsford, 
they conſulted the Miniſters of theif Acquaintance; and + 
receiy'd an Invitation from them, and by the advice of botly 
Mr. Henrys, Father and Son, and Mr. Harvey of Chefter and 
particularly my kind Friend Mr. Henthorn, who knew the 

Phce well and many of the People, and did not a little en- 

courage their Defign, I adventured upon the Work, tho 


* nder ſome Diſcouragements in my own Mind from the 
7 great Contentions there had been, and ſtil! were, in the 
mo fowu, in which I was loath to engage my ſelf, and feared 


kſt thoſe that had not been Diſſenters till on this occaſion. 
would not prove ſo ſteadv or ſo regular as thoſe that had been 
better inſtructed in the rrinciples of Nonconformity; but 
in all theſe things God was pleaſed graciouſly to prevent us 
ind to encourage us, we met with leſs Oppoſition than we 


. 1 xpeted, and with more Succeſs and Comfort than we could 
u emiſe our ſelves; we had a full Congregat ion, many young 


Perſons came in, we had great Peace and Love and Unani- 
ity amongſt our ſelves; the effects of former Contentions 
gan to ceaſe, and the Prejudices of the other ſide to abate; 
and I hope the valvable Intereſts not of Party but of practi- 
Religion were promoted, and continue to be ſo to this Day. 

This came to be the Place of thoſe Yearly Meetings. which 
re ſet up by the Diſſenting Miniſters in Cheſhire 9 — 

| | "WW" 


* 


| _ feſt I find mentioned in Mr. Henry's Diary, the Articles of 


; ' br poſition on the Road, we could not reach them till the E- 


* * 
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hath been obſerved, this was not till ſome time aſter I had 
left Knutsford and was placed at Coventry: Theſe Meetings 

I think took their Riſe from that Agreement between the 

Miaiſters of the Presbyrerian and Congregational Way, thi 

was concluded and publiſhed in London, and recommended 

to all Parts of the Nation; at this Meeting, whi h is the 


Agreement were approved and ſubicribed, Mr. Angier wa 
Moderator, and many things were diſcourſed of to thiir 
mutual Satisfaction and Advantage; but here he expreſſes 

his Grief, that there were lo few aged Miniſters left in thut 
Country. On the 11th of Auguſt the ſame Year 1691, | 
they had another Meeting to ſtate and ſettle more fully the 0 0 
Methods to be obſerved for the future. ” 


: a . i 1 3 | 1 ; 0! 
From that time their Meetings were fixed to be twice . 
Tear, in May and in Auguſt; thoſe in Auguſt were twice * 


appointed to be at the Houſe of Mr. George Hulmes at Bucks [ 
low-Hill, about two Miles from Knutsford, but afterwards 
were removed to Knutsford as the more convenient Place; 
and there I remember my dear Brother Milſon of Warwick 
and I met the Chefſorre Miniſters on the 24th of May 1692. 
where Mr. Henry preached an excellent Sermon from Phile 
mon 2. Archippus our Fellow Soldier. We had no fooner 
finiſhed'the publick Work of the Day, but we received the 
good News. of the mighty Blow given the French Fleet by 
the Earl of Orford, which was a great addition to the Com- 
fort we had in the Society of ſo many of our Friends and 
Brethren. The Year after 1693, Mr. Miſon, with my (el, 
| contrived again to come from Warwickſhire to meet our 
Brethren at Knursford, but by reaſon of Mr, Milſon's Indil. 


vening May 16. when the publick Work was over; we went 
from thence the next Day with Mr. Henry to Mancheſter, 
where he preached wich his wonted Seriouſneſs from Jon 
xii. 3 2. And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all Men un 
me. Here in his Diary he expreſſes the very great piea- 
| ſure he had in the Company of Mr. Newcome, Mr. Oliver 
Heywood. Mr. Finch, beſides many of his younger Brethren. 
in theſe general Meetings, after the Werk of Pray ing 20d 


Preaching was over, the Miniſters conſulted together mw 
2 the 
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cuties they met with about the admiſſion of any to Church- 
Memberſhip, or Suſpenſion from it, about the removal of 
Minifters from one Place to another, they were here pro- 
poſed, and Advice was given how io proceed, but not as Au- 
thoritatively __ the Conſcience of any particular Per. 
ſon, Minifters or ot 

hed Church were never meddled with; they kept them- 


each other, and God was pleaſed to make theſe their Con- 
nd Order amongſt them; and this prudent Method wes kept 


continued to this Day at the ſame Place, where after two 
worthy young Miniſters, Mr. Kynaſton and Mr. Low, their 
preſent Miniſter Mr. Lee is with Faithfulneſs and Diligence 
watching for their Souls. CR BESTE 14 4-30 
t was uſual with them on ſuch occaſions as thoſe to de- 


dways proceeded in with _ great Care- and Cautjon as 
many Paſſages I meet with in his Diary fully demoaſtrate. 
The firſt of theſe Ordinations which he mentions in his 


where he met ſeveral Miniſters both of Cheſhire and Lanca- 
ire; the Candidates were Mr. Hartley, Dr, Adam Holland, 
Mr. Dearnely, Mr. Traverſe, Mr. Edge, and Mr. Haly ; the 
WI Ordaigers were Mr. Riſtey, Mr. Crompton, Mr. Angier, Mt. 
Bradſhaw, Mr. Aſpizwal and Mr. Ainſworth; the Candi- 
daes were examin'd in the Languages the Evening before 
a Mr. Kyna ſton's Houle, and read anddefended their Theſes; 


Bradſhaw prayed, Mr. Aſpinwal preached from Rom. x. 25. 
How ſhall they [preach except they be ſent ? Mr. Crompton as 
Moderator tobk their Confeſſions and Ordination Vows; Mr. 
Angie concluded with an excellent Exhortation, delivered 


Day; © The Candidates, ſays he, gave good Satis faction, blef« 


* Spirit upon them. | 
by TM | pw Four 


the Affairs of their ſeveral Congregaticns, whatever Diffi- 


er; Affairs of the Stare or the Eſtabli. 
ſelres within their own Line, Counſelling and Comforting 
ſultztions a means of preſerving and promoting Love, Peace 


wp by them all rhe time Mr. Henry lived at Chefter, and is 


termine the Times and P.aces for publick Ordinations, Which 
was no ſinall Part of Mr. Henry's Wark, and that which he 


Diary, was on the 27th of September, 1692, at Knutsford, 


tic Day after was kept as a Faſt on theſolemn Occation; Mr. 


with great Affection; Mr. Henry has recorded it as a good | 
ed be God for the riſfingGeneration, the Lord double his 
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- judicious, how humble, how ſerious, and how acceptabld 
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Four of theſe are ſtil] living, and in great Uſefulneſ 
Mr. Hartley at Aſhby de la Zouch, Dr. Holland at Macchy 
feld, Mr. Traverſe at Litchfield, and Mr. Haly at Lempſir 
Mr. Dearnley died about the beginning of Zune, 1701, y 
Ringay in Cheſhire, greatly lamented by all that knew hoy 


— 


a Miniſter he was; his Memory is freſh and precious in thok 


Parts to this Day. 0 
It appears by this Account, that Mr, Henry was not auf © 
ally engaged in this Ordination; and indeed he was not 1 
forward to engage in that Part of the Miniſterial Work, i” 
ia the reſt; which yet did not proceed from any Doubt 1e 
had of the Lawfulneſ of it, but from his Deſire that it mighlMſ® 
be performed by thoſe of more adyanced Years, and on 
Account he declined that Service ſeveral times when mud 
d to it; but as the aged Miniſters died or were diu 

led fromattending hat Work, he found himſelf conſtrue” 


in Conſcience to join with others ja it. 
The firſt Ordination in which Mr. Henry was concerned 
I think, was that of Dr. Benyon, who ſucceeded Mr. Philj 
Henry at Broad-Oak, this was in January, 1699, he write 
thus concerning it; Outhe 23d Inſtant 1 went to Broad-Oak 
my Brother Huiton with me, to join in ordaining M 
Samuel Benyon? I have always declined joining in ſuct 
Work, judging it fitteſt to be done by aged Minilters, by 
this I could not decline; worthy Mr. Tallents deſignedtt 
* be with us, but durſt not venture, which was a gre 
Diſappointment; Mr. Owen and Mr. Lawrence came in tb 
Evening; Mr. Benyon was examined in the Language 
< and Philoſophy, and made a Theſis, An Revelatio Divini 
© fmerit neceſſaria ad ſalutem lapſi Hominis, and defended it 
ve rejoyced in his great Abilities, 
. © Thezgth was kept as a Faſt-day in Broad-Qak Meeting 
* Houſe, a competent Number preſent; Mr. Latham pray 
Mr. Lawrence gave an Account of the Buſineſs we met! 
* bout, pray d and ſung a Pſalm; Mr. Doughty praycd, 
* preached from Iſaiah vi. 8. Here am I, ſend me, and pri 
ed; Mr, Owen is Moderator demanded a Confeſſions 
- £ hisFaith and Ordination-Vows, which he made abundail 
* ly to our Satisfaction; we then proceeded to ſet him u. 4. 
22 4, | 1 1 
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Mr. Owen concluded with the Exhortation, we have rea- 
fg to ſay it was a good Day, and the Lord was among 
vw. This was that eminentiy learned, laborious and pi- 
u Dr. Benyon, who died at Salop in the midſt of great Uſe- 
lacs, and whoſe Character Mr. Henry has tranſmitted to - 
pſterity. „ 5 
On 5 17th of June, 1700, he hath left this Account in 
s Diary; This Day I went to Macclesfield to join with 
wy Brethren the Miniſters of Cheſhire and Lancaſhire in 
n Ordination; I have formerly declined that Work, but 
now I ſee it is a Service that muſt be done; I am ſatisfied 
u the Validity of Ordinations by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery ; and tho' we wint a National 
Eabliſhment, yet that cannot be Eſſential; I wentwith 
true defire to honour God and promote the Intereſt of 
Chriſt's Kingdom; the next Day was the Day appointed 
for that Work; I engaged with Fear and Trembling ; 
Mr, Scoles prayed and read a Pſalm and Chapter, Mr, 
Lawrence prayed, Mr. Chorlton preached, Epheſ. iii. 21. 
Unio him be Glory in the Church by Chrift Jeſus, throwgh< 
all Ages, World without end, Amen; Mr, Jones pray- 
Wed; then Mr. Angier, who was Moderator, demanded of 
the Candidates in order a Confeſſion of their Faith, and 
i diſtinct Anſwer to the Queſtions, which was done ful. 
ly ; the Candidates were Mr. Samuel Eaton of Manche - 
fer, Mr. Stephen Hughs of Wrexham, Mr. Brooks of Blake- 
% Mr. John Bradley of Knighton, Mr. Richard Milnes ot 
Sopford, Mr. Fletcher of Chorton, Mr. Grimſhaw of Man- 
teſter ; the Ordainers Mr. Angier, Mr. Chorizon, Mr. 
Lawrence, Mr. Jones, Mr. Scoles, Mr. Aldred, and my. 
lf; after the Ordination, I gave the Exhortation, I de- 
lire to give Glory to God for any Aſſiſtance therein; we 
tad a very great Aſſembly, and I truſt God was in the 
midſt of us of a Truth; we gave them Certificates; Mr. 
Ming ſſey of Hull was providentially with us, it was a very 
comfortable Day, bleſſed be God. e 
The next Occaſion 1 met with of this Nature, was in 
me, 1702, an Ordination was appointed at Warrington, 
r. 7:nathan Harvey of Cheſter was one of the Candidates; 
*. Henry ſpent ſome * with him at his Houſe "IC 
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they went out, and ſpoke ſomething from Pſal. xvii. 


I have had much Struggle with myſelf, being temp 


Prayer and Reading, I prayed, Mr. Jones preached tre 


Tount of which Igiye you from himſelf; © Auguſt 17, 170 


* Hrexham, and met Mr. James Owen, &c. there, fort 
.* Ordaining of Mr. John Evans and Mr, Edward Kenric 
we ſpent ſome Time in the Evening in examining 
© Evans, whom God has endow'd with excellent Fart 
- © the 1Sth was a Day of Faſting and Prayer, in a nume. 
Congregation; Mr, Charles Owen Mr. Fenkin Tho * 
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J will go in the Strength of the Lord God, T will make m 
tion of thy Righteonſneſs, even of thine only; after that 
fame Day they went to Warrington; he writes upon 


to decline what might give Offence, and yet in the lu 
grity of my Heart (I hope Ic ſay) I do it when 


Wheel turns againſt us; the greateſt Caution and Teas; 
© nefs we can now uſe, will not be remembred in cur} chu 
vour, but Diligence and Courage in improving our hap 
of Liberty, will be reflected upon by ourſelves to our Cy any « 
fort, welcome the Will of Gd. ; ac 
The 16th Day was a Day of Faſting and Prayer,: 10 
Impoſition of Hands ina very great Congregation at. W 
* ringi0n, where I truſt God was with us of a Truth; Ml, Pe 
- © Ordained were Mr. Rice Pruthero of Braggington in Ms pew 
« gomeryſhire, Mr. Fames Whittel of Lee in Lancaſhire, . 5 


John Heywood of Blackley in Lancaſhire, Mr. ReynaldT 
lam of Iinſel in Cheſhire, Mr, Fonathan Harvey of Chef 
* Mr. James Lawton of Leverpool, Mr. Nicholas Waterhy 
of Ringhay in Cheſhire, Mr. William Pendlebury of x 
dal in Weſtmoreland; the Ordainers were Mr. Re, M 
John Crompton, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Ainſworth, Mr. Jo 
Mr. Aldred and myſelf; Mr. Charles Owen begin wi 


2 Cor. xii. 15+ I will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for) 
< [tovkthe Confeſfion and Vows, and Mr. Riſſey conclud 
« witha ſerious Exhortation ; the Work of the Day v 
£ done to general Satisfaction, there were many other 
* niſters preſent, DE 
The ſame Year,. in the Month of Auguſt, he was co 
cerned in another good Service of the ſame kind, the A 


I went in the Evening, Mr. Bradley be ing with me, 
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1 and Mr. Benyon pray d, Mr. J. Owen pray d and preach d- 
then Mr. Evan, and Mr. Kenrick made their Confeſſions 
and Vows with much Seriouſneſs, and were ſolemnlyiſet 
apart; I cloſed with the Exhortation, and hope we had 
i the Preſence of God with us; I returned to Cheſter that 
Night, and tho' I had a Fall from my Horſe, was preſer- 
ed from Hurt, praiſed be God - 8 | 
After this good Service done, the Fruits whereof the 
church of God is now reaping, and is expecting ſtill to 
rezp in a more full Harveſt; 1 do not find him engaged in 
my other Ordination for ſome Years, 1. e. not till 1706, 
1nd then he has left it upcn Record, that on the 6th of Au- 
quf, he was preſent at an Ordination Faſt at Kuwutsford : 
We ordained Mr. Leoline Edwards of Tinſel, Mr. Thomas 
« Perret of New Market ia Flintſhire, and Mr. Silas Sidebo- 
g hom of Wheelock 3 the Theſes were taken the Evening bee» 
fore; Mr, Angier praved, Mr. Lawrence preached from 2 
' Tim, ii. 2. The Things that thou haſt heard of me among ma- 
i ny Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who. 
(ball be able to teach others alſo. - I took their Confeſ- 
ſions of Faith and Ordination. Vows, and gave the Exhor- 
nion; we were about cighteen Miniſters; we had a com- 
' fortable Day, and I hope many were edified, ; 
The next Year, 1707, May 7, there was another Ordi- 
ution at Knutsford, the Candidates were Mr. Twemlow and 
Mr. Garſede, Son to that good, aged, humble Miniſter thir 
lIved.and died near Macclesfield ſeveral Years ago, greatly 
elecmed by, all that knew him, and eſpecially by the good 
People at Cheſter, to whom he uſed to preach very private- 
inthe Times of Perſecuticn, a Perſon of uncommon Lear- 
ning and Judgment, and Gifts in Preaching and Prayer, and 
of th Simplicity and godly Sincerit y, affect ing Plainneſs 
in his Garband way ot Living, beneath what his Friends 
thought was due to his Station as a Miniſter, but he was 
an ented and beſt pleaſed with it; it was 2 great Satiss 
fiction to thoſe of his Friends that, were yet alive, to ſee his 
en ſowell qualified for the Miniſtry and ſolemnly engaged in 
the Ordainers were Mr, Angier, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Henry , 
0". Hand. and Mr. Low; on the Work of that Day Mr. 
* J Y writes, : We Were e put in mind of our Own 
e ö Ori- 


— 


The LIFE of | 
$ 'Ordination-Vows. O that the Obligations of them may 
+ always abide upon m. INES 
- By theſe Inſtances it is very evident that tho* Mr. Hey i + 
was not forward to-epgage in the Buſineſs of Or dination, 
and very careful to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, yet his e 
Judgment and Practice vere entirely for a Regular, Mini- 
ſterial Ordination, and heffound that ſome Miniſters, who Ml ; 
in compliance with the Sentiments of the People, had dil. 
sd with that Solemnity, were not very eaſy in theirown Ml 1; 
= _ Minds about it afterwards; and he does very particularlyob - ; 
ſerve, that after Mr. E. Birch had been Paſtor near twenty y 
| Years, without Miniſterial Ordination, yet when invited Ml w 
| to another Congregation of the ſame Perſwaſion, he pro. 
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cured three or four Miniſters privately to ordain him with 00 
Impoſit ion of Hands; and Mr. Henry was deſired by tht Ml 
Congregation which he left, to join with the reverend an k 
1 worthy Mr. Timothy Jolly to ordain M:. Hugh Morthingin, I (ai 
| which was done on the 2d'of September, 1707, at Dean. Ron, ve 
oa which he thus expreſſes himſelf, I am going by Ap.. 
. + pointment to Winſlow, willing to become all Things to allW 17 
Men. I preached from 2 Cor. v. 18. Hath given to fl tha 

* the Miniſtry of Reconciliation z Mr. Angier prayed over hin ly 

Mr. Jolly gave the Exhortation from Matt. xxviii. 20. L Mr 


© I am with you alway, even to the end of the World ; he 
© ſpoke many Things very affecting; we lay at Vim, 
and were much edel with mutual Love, which 1s 26 
the holy anointing Oil; the Honourable; Mr. Cecil Boo 
was with us inthe Evenings Mr. Jolly is of a very loving 
awe Spe: 5 SS ee ihe 
be ſame Year God thruſt yet more Labourers into his 
 Harveft, on the 21ſt of odober there was an Ordination 
s Faſt at Nanrwich, the Evening was ſpent in examining th 
'_ Candidates at Mr. Lawrence's Houſe, they were Mr. Leſin; 
ham of Granthum, who brought very good Teſtimonials 
Mr. William Brian of Newcaſtle, Mr. Johm King of Stone, all 
Mt. Jobn Kenrick of Wrexham: Mr. Lawrence began, Mt, 
 Miamprayed, Dr. Holland preached from Ad xxvi. 17,18 
Mr. Henry took their Confeſſions and Vows; and bas el 
this Memorial of it: We were in all about twenty Mint 
„ ſters; the Candidates diſcovered much Ser nes” | 
3 | \ ig = ' « hot 
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+ hope they are all likely to ſerve our great Maſter; we 
vere much refreſh'd, and there were none to make us 
en alta. „ t thn; r SR SODA 
hon I find not any other Ordination that Mr. Henry was con- 
et bis Wl cerned in, till the 7th of May, 1712, and that was of Mr. 


ini Daniel Maddox, à Relation ot his, who it ſeems had been 
who a;} r:acher {ome Years, and was now ordained privately 
| dil. u Mr. Hutton Houſe in Cheſter, by Mr. Henry, Mr. Mur- 
own y, Mr. Ba/ver and Mr. Baynon; Mr. Henry preached from 
vob · Ass ii. 1 1. I raiſed up your Sons for: Prophets, and your 
renty ii young Men for Nazarites; this was the fame Month in 

vited i which he lefi Cheſter and came to London. 8 


| After he came to London, the firft Call that Fran 
to Work of this Nature, was from St. Albans; the Dif- 


thut ſeating Congregation there, after the Death of their aged, 
d and learned, excellent Miniſter, Mr. Fonathan Grew, who had 
gtr, ſaithfully ſerved t hem in their ſpiritual Concerns for many 
Rom, Vears, c Mr. Samuel Clark, great Grandicn to Mr. Sa. 
Ap. %, Clark of Bennet Fink; and on the 16th of September, 


1712, {eyeral Miniſters from London met the Miniſters of 
to that Country, and in a very large Aſſembly he was ſolemn - 


r him V fer apart to the ſacred Miniſtry; Dr. Halliams prelided, 
10. % Mr. Sminb preached, and Mr. Henry gave the Exbortation, 


vit great judgment, Life and Aﬀecticn ; the Congrega- 
tion ſeemed to be very attentive and ſerious. 
He was alſo concerned in the Ordination of Mr. d4thin- 
ſu at the Meeting · Houſe in Silver freer, and preached from 
lſaiaſh vi. 8. Whom ſball I ſend, and who will go for us * 
Then ſaii I, here am I. ſend me. Mr. Smith gave the Ex- 
ion, t dis was Fan. 7. 1713. Both are made publick. 
The liſt Ordination in which he bore a Part, was that of 
Mr. Wand, ho ſucceeds Mr. Burgeſs; there Mr. Henry 
gare the Exhortation, going through the various Characters 
hren in Ser ipture to Minilters, as Stewards, Builders, Hus- 
enden aud hewing very particularly their Duty under 


rem Gn 275: 0 bi; 0213; 14 Ae 
haue been the more large and particular in the Account 
#this'Parr-of-his Work, out of a ſincere Reſpect to all 
ole my Baethren, in whoſe Ordination Mr. Henry was 
wneerned; * an Honour to them, 
20 | x 'Þ Ns and 
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and I heartily pray, that a double Portion of that excellent 
Spirit that reſted upon him. may deſcend to them, that the 
Remembrance of his Zeal and Diligence may quicken them 
ro pe Followers of him, as he was a Follower of Chit 


196 


„ e Ke IE 
While Mr. Henry continued in the Country, he uſed tg 
take a 82 Circuit to Nantwich, and ſo to Newcaſtle and 
Stone, and ſometimes to Staffird and to Draiton, preaching 
where. ever he came, and oftentimes every Day in the Ne 
Week; fome Years before he leſt Cbeſter, he took another f 
y=arly Journey into Lancaſhire, and preached at Mancheſter, u 
in 


Holton, Chowbent, Hindley and Warrington, and all thisin 
a Weeks time, for he choſe rather to be at any Expence of WM" 
3 than not to be with his own People on the Lords · L 
5 is Miniſtry cou'd be no where more valued, than it 
was in Zancaſhire, he contracted a very intimate Acquain- i”! 
tance with Mr. James Woods of Atherton, and with Mr, le. 
Mort's Family, à Family well known in that Country fer 
their conſtant Regard to Religion, and great Reſpect to 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, both in the preſent and laſ 
Generation, Mr. Robert Mort of Marton Hall, Father to 
him who is at preſent the Head of the Family, was a Gen. 
tleman that feared God above many; he was one of the 
greateſt Examples of Humility, Charity and Primitive Chri. 
janity that our Age hasknown ; be was loved and honoured f 
by all, of what Perſwaſion ſoever; the moſt Protane and iſ 
Lovſe of all his Neighbouis, were hardly ever known to 
ſpeak Evil of him; he greatly honoured God and Religion, 
and his Poſterity are bleſſed.” 1 hope 1 ſhall be excuſedfor 
offering this Mite to the Memory of ſo good'a Chriſtian 
who was my Father's Relation, and kind like a Father to 
his Widow and her Child een. 
The laſt Inſtance I ſhall give of Mr. Henry's more gene 
ral andoccafional Labours, is that of his preaching Fune- 
ral-Sermons for Miniſters, and others in the Country 
round ee in this melancholy Work he was often em. 
dyed, and Ke would manage it with the greateſt Tendev 
nels and Affection, for he was a true Lover of his Bretbrel 
while they lived, and a hearty Mourner for them whe 
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they die]; his Diary is full of Memoirs of this Nature. 
and I ſhall collect ſome Paſſiges out of it, by which his 


iris WY Love and Honour far his Brethren will ſufficiently appear, 


| and not only of thoſe at whofe Funeral Sermons he was 
% alled to preach, but of many others, whoſe Death he la- 
mented, and whoſe Memory he greitly honoured, - : , 


om I the rather chuſeto take this Liberty, becauſe in the ex- 
the eellent Account he has given us of his Father's Life, he thought 
ther Ml ft to fake Notice of thoſe that were his particular Friends, 
efter, ind to give them a juſt and honourable Character, as knows = 
isin ing very well that a Man's Friends have ſo large a Room 
ceof n his Affections and Cares, and that no Account of h's 


life can be tollerably perfect, in which they are left out. 
In the Year 1695, I find him ſeveral times in his Iliary 


in it Naking Notize of the Illneſs of a young Candidate for the 
12ig- WM Miaiſtry, Mr. Becker, Chaplain to that great Patroneſs of 
Mr Nleiigion, and of Nonconformity, the Lady Sarah, Daugh- 
y for i" to the Right Honourable the Earl of Cheſterfield and Wi- 
& to low of Sir Richard Hoghton of Hoghton Tower in Lancaſhire, 


Mother to that very worthy Gentleman, Sir Charles Hog. 
n; it ſeems Mr, Bectet had for ſome time been under a 


Gen. ery 111 Habit of Body, which at length iſſued in a Con- 
© the MW ption, Mr. Henry often viſited him, he appears to have 
"hari. en a very ſerious Perſon, and on the 15th of March he 


iſhed well, told Mr. Henry he was willing to die, and 
oog it was excecding difficult for him to ſpeak, yet he 
led with ſome Earneſtneſs to all about him, and bid them 
tepare to follow him to the glorious Manfions above; his 


0 it Words were, Come Lord Feſus, I am now going; he 
inn, “s but twenty five Years of Age, he was buried at Wren- 


wy, the Miniſter of the Place preaching his Funeral Ser- 
hon, from 2 Cor. v. 1. We know that if our earthly Houſe 
} this Tabernacle were d Mived, we have a Building of God, 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
Ide very next Month he receiyed the afflicting News of 
ie Death of Mr. John Wilſon at Warwick, of whom men- 
aden en has been already made in theſe Papers; he was very 
bref to Mr. Henry, and highly yalued by him, as indeed he 
b by all that knew him; on the firſt News of his Death 
twee Henry writes thus, * _— 12, 1695, This Day I hear 
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that my dear Brother Milſon finiſhed his Cour ſe on Mn. 
© day laſt, a great Loſs, and I ſhould ſay irreparable, dd! 
not know that God has the rendue of the Spirit; and the 
Day after, This Day I had a Letter from Mr. T. of the 
Death of dear Mr. Vilſon laſt Monday about Noon, who n 
lay for ſome time before he died in —— of Joy; and Wl " 
© on May 15, | have been with Mrs. King, now returned l 
from Warwick, who tells me many very affecting Thing 
concerning her dear Son Mr. J. Wilſon, that a little be. D. 
© fore he died he ſaid, Ile could now, thro Grace, ſtand ub 


* the Brink of one World and look into another without am 4. * 

. ® mazemeinty that he had indeed had ſome Struggles in hu 
Sul, but he had endeavonred to deal roundly with himſelf W* 
in renewing his Repentance, and now he had Boldneſs to en Wit 
ter intorhe holieſt through the Blood of Feſas. | l. 


In the ſame Year, May 27. Mr. Henry laments the w 
Death of Mr. James Nemcome, Grandſon to the excellent 
Mr. Henry Newcome of Mancheſter ; this young Man, by ea 
the Death of his Father, was caſt upon the Care of his good” . 
Grandfather, and brought up by him from his Infancy; he cn 
was a You h of excellent Parts, very ſerious, modeſt, andi 
of a moſt ſweet Diſpoſition; all his Friends rejoiced to c 
ſerve ſo much in him of his Grandfarher's Temper, Giſti erat 
and Graces; he was br:d up for the Miniſtry, under the 
Care of good Mr. Timothy Folly of Sheffield and was take 
away when juſt entring 3 the Work. every one expecte nien 

at Things from h m; his Death was univerſally lament 
ed, and ſomeobſerved that it made but too deep an Impreſ 
fion upon Mr. Newcome's Spirit, who they feared wait 
mourning for him to his Grave, © OO 

This Year, Mr, Hen»y obſerves, lodge ſeveral aged\fi 
niſters in the Grave; he takes particular Notice of the Deu 


* 


of Mr. Henry Pendlebury of Rochdale in Lancaſhire, a MU, Tho: 
of great Lewning and itrit Go dlineſs, and every mini for! 
"rial Qualification; of him you have an Azcount from * 


Calamy, and I may bs excuſed if 1 cannot paſs him "il 4 
without ſome Token of Eſteem, who lodges in my ent h 
ther's Houſe during the Execution of the five Mile 44 
and kindly received me into his Houſe ſeveral Years aft 
The lame Week Mr. Pendlebury died, which was ou ö 
IF; , Es MEE mi 
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n. WH niddle of June, that Country loſt another Aged, Learned 


ia judicious Miniſtcr, Mr. Roger Baldwin of Ecdles, the 
the WY Place of my Fathers Sepulchres; the removal of to ſuch 
the WY Men in ſo ſhort. a Time was very affecting to Mr. Henry; 
ho BY who obſerves, that Breach upon Breach produces Sorrow 
and open Sorrow, and prays the Lord that has the celidue of » 
ned be Spirit to make it up to us. FOR DEL 
ing . The ſame Month you have him mournfully attending the 
de. Dezth of good Mr. Taylor of Wem, of whom he has given 
upon this Character in his Father's Life, Thar he was a Min of 

' very tender Spirit, humble and low in his own Eyes, but 
of approved Integrity, and finiſned well. Mr. Henry 
vit Leior preached his Funeral Sermon, 2 Cor. iv. 7, He have 
, en. hi Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels; On which his Son added in 
his own Diary, O that I could learn to be more ſenſible of 
my own Frailty and Mortality. 5 8 hs 

Before that Year was finiſhed, Lancaſhire loſt one of the 

greateſt Bleſſings that ever the Providence of God favoared 
k with in the laſt Age; when I ſay. this, eve y body will 
conclude Lmean that Reverend, Holy, and moſt Evangeli- 
al Miniſter, Mr. Henry Nemcome, whodied Sept. 17. He 
lidnot live quite half a Year after the Death of his beloved 
rand{on. 2 expreſſes himſelf on this occaſion 
ith an uncommon Concern, as a very great loſs to the 
hurch of God; and puts up an earneſt Prayer for his dear 


edel Freud and Brother Mr. Chorlzon, who was Fellow-Labon- 
ment er with Mr. Newecome, that the Mantle of Elijah might 
opel e upon Elie. f 3 „„ 
wal The next Year began with new Trials and Loſſes of the 


ime Nature; on the 11th of January 1696. Mr. He 
us inſerted in his Diary, © This Day I hear the melancholy 
Tidings of the Death of my Dear and Worthy Friend Mr. 
Thomas Kynaflon of Knutsford, younger than I. but fitter 
for Heaven; he died Yeſterday, God do me good by this 
Providence, that I alſo may watch as one that muſt-give 
an Account. By this ſhort Memorandum, it is very evi- 
lent how great an Eflcem. he had for Mr, Kynaſfton, and it 
us not without good ground; Mr, Kynaſton was Son to a 
ery good and faithfol Miniſter, who though he could never 
torough'y conform to the Church of England, yet was ſa- 
ER. _ felied 


= 


5 tisfiedto read ſome of the Prayers; and by the Fayour of Mr, 


much ſrequented, and attended with very good Succeſs; 
he died in the midſt of his Days, and left his Son very 
young; the Fathers Friends did not forget their Kindneſ; 


4 ing, was ſent to Natland near Kendal in Weſtmoreland, where 


fter, and under the Miniſtry of that incomparable Man Mr, 


{elf in Praying and Preaching upon Mr. Newcome's Exam- 
ple; and abetter he could not have choſen, and God gave 


Widow with four Children, and with Child of the fifth, 


5 
ET 2 
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Chet wood of Whitley (Father to Sir John Chet wood) e. 
erciſed his Miniſtry at pitley- Chapel without Diſturbance, 
He was an acceptable and uſetul Preacher, his Miniſtry wat 


1 the Dead or to the Living; Mrs. Venables of Winchan, 
Ar, Greg of Cheſter, Mr. Bent of Warrington, and ſome 
others, were very helpful to the Widow with their Advice 
and Aſſiſtance, by which means ſhe was not on]7 enabled 
to give her Children a good Education, but to leave them 
a Competency when ſhe died. Her eldeſt Son (of whom we 
ipcak) after he had gone through his courſe of School Learns 


by the Lenity of the Government. the Reverend and Learned 
Mr. Richard Frankland held a private Academy for feveril 
Ye-rs. After ſome time ſpent there he reſided in Manche. 


Newcome, he greatly improved in Religion, and in Miniſte- 
rial Gifts; ke endeavoured (not to {ay affected) to form him- 


him a humble, meek, honeſt, loving Diſpoſition of Sov]; 
which together with bis Miniſterial Gifts, made him aver 
acceptable Perſon, beloved by his People, by his Brethren 
inthe Miniſtry, and well ſpoken of by all Men; but he d ; 
ed young, as I take it about 30 Vears old, not full of Days; 5 
but full of Faith, and of the good Fruits of bis Miniſtij: n. 
A little before he died he called ſome of his Hearers toge . th. 
ther, to teil them ſolemnly, and as a dying Man, that he 12 


| gave his hzarty Conſeat to thar Goſpel Covenaot which bi C, 


made the grea: Subject of his Miniſtry among them, and ha 
fully depended upon the Grace and Truth of it. He left I o 


his eldeſt Son is entred upon the Miniftry, and in God the 10 
Widow and Fat herleſs have found Merc ). 1 
The next Obſervation that I find in Mr. Henry's Diary oi . < 
the Death of Miniſters, is on the 16th of Ociober 169% „ 


that was concerning the Death of the Reverend Mr 
i e | Bere ni 
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Fzresford, who I think was turned out of a Church in Der- 
by by the Act ol Uniformity, had lived afterwards "ey by 
privately at Sheffnal in Shropſhire, and died at Weſton, the 
Seat of that Wile and Religious Lady, the Lady Wilbraham, 
aſincere and generous Friend to all good Miniſters, whether 
Conformiſls or Nonconformiſts, wi hout any difference. 

He has taken very particular Notice in his Diary of the 
Death of the Reverend Mr. Harvey, his Fellow - Labourer 
in the ſame City, tho not in the ſame Congregation; his 
Remark upon it is, I went this Morning, (Nov. 28. 1699.) 
between ſeven and eight of Clock to ſee Mr. Harvey, 
and found him newly departed out of this World, his Paſs 
« ſage was ma de eaſy, and there were no Bands in his Death. 
When l had pray'd with him laſt Night, I ſaid to him, I 
hope Sir you have now inward Peace and Comfort; be 
' anſwered, Itruſt I haye, and ſaid no more. He was taken 
ill but laſt Friday, and was ſo well that he baptized Mr. 
« Cook's Child the lait Lord's Day ia the Meeting, after Mr. 
« Aynſworth had preached. O that I might hear the Voice 
: of this Rod, I am called to prepare, tis a Voiceto me; L 
have been this Day bleſſing God for the Comfort we have 
had theſe 12 Years paſt, and that I have endeavoured to 
carry it aright towards him, and bewailing it wherein 1 
f hive been defective: As to the diſpoſal of the Congrega- 
tion, Ihaye ſolemnly, and with the greateſt indifference, 
' referr'd it to God, reſolving to be purely paſſive, and earn- 
neſtly begging that it may be ſo ordered, as may redound 
moſt ta the Glory of God and the Furtherance of the Goſ- 
pel in this Place. Mr. Henry preached on this occaſion on 
the Lecture Day from Luke xiv. 21. Concerning the Account 
* Miniſters are 15 55 themſelves to dt. 
„In the Year 170. Jane 27, He cxpreſſes a very great 
Concern . gh, the Death of Mr. John Owen, 868 to 
that very holy, humble and laborious Miniſter Mr. Hugh 
om Merianetiſhire, a burning and ſhiniag Light in a 
dark cold and barren Country; one eminently iclf-deny ing. 
and mortified to the things of this World; his Son 70% 
was grave and ſerious from his Childhood; he was 
aStudent under Mr. Frankland, and after ſome Years ſpent _ mar 
with him as his Pupil, was, choſen to be his Aſſiſt nt; and Wl 
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Whilſt Be was ſo, his Example and Endeavours were of very 
good uſe to ſeveral young Men inthe Family; he had made 

great Improvements in Religion and Learning before he leſt 
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t Place, and entred upon the Miniſtry with great Seri. 
. ovineſs and good Acceptance, and choſe to ſpend his Time 
and Strength in the ſame Place where his Father lived end di. 
ed; he was, I think, the only Diſſenting Miniſter in ue. 
rionethſture; ſome occaſions leading him to Salop he fell ſick 
there at Mr. Orton's Houſe,” and in g Days time died ; being 
about 30 Yearsof Age) to the great Grief of all his Acquain- 
tance, and io the unfpcakable Loſs of the Church of God, 
Mr. Henry was ſent for to his Funeral, aad preache on 
that ſad occaſion at Mr. Jones's Meeting Houſe from Hey, 
xiii. 17. They watch for your Souls as they that muſt give an 
Account- The Night before he died Mr. Fames Owen, be- 
ing with bim, expreſt his Hopes and Deſires that God would 
ſpare him in his great uſefulneſs in Wales, where he would be 
omuch miſs'd; He meekly replyed, It would be a proul 
Thought to think that God has need of any of us: Great La. 
mentation was mad for him, and not without Reaſon, for 
there were few young Men like minded. : 
The next Month we find Mr. Henry invited to attend an 
aged Miniſter ro his Grave, the Reverend Mr. Evan: of 
Wrexham, a very ſerious Preacher, of good Learning and 
great Zeil for God; he w2s ſtrictly Congregaticnal, and BW n 

- wiſhed all his Brethren round about him had been in that L. 
reſpe& as he was: His ſecond Wife was the Widow of the i #* 
Famous Mr, Vavaſor Powel, and tho' deſcended of an anti. 8 
ent Family of the Geyrards, related to the Earl of Macch. WM E 
Feld, and of the ſide of the Royaliſts, yet when very young, 
from Convictions of Conſcience, was determin'd for the a. 
deſpiſed way of the Puritans, and choſe to ſuffer Reproach *4 
with them; ſhe was a zealous chearful and ſuitable Comp. tr 
panion to them in all their Services and Sufferings, and ſtill I A 
lives to ſee her only Sen in a Station of great uſefulneſs in 1 
th 
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the Church of Mr. Henry has obteryed'in his Diary, 

that tho Mr. Evan, had been for ſome time under a ma- 
nifeſt decay in his Memory, and fo render'd unferviceable, WB H 
| © yet alittle while before he died, which was in his 72 Let, C 
| be ſpoke with more Apprehenſion than uſual, rejoycing 5 


| 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as his only Rock; and when it was 
fid to him that he was going to his Father's Houſe, he 
chearfully anſwered, 1: will not be well with me till I am © 
there. Some preſent deſiredhim to leave ſome good Counſel 
with them; to whom hereplyed, Go to God by Payer. The 
Funeral Sermon was preached by Mr. D. Jones from As 
xi. 14. The Will of the Lord be done. The very ſame Mi- 
niſters that had that Day three Weeks laid young Mr. Jahn 
oven in the Grave, now attended the Funeral of good aged 
Mr. Evans. 33 1 
ln the roth of October, 1702. Mr. Henry very much la- 
ments the Death of Mr. Nath · Scoles of Macclesfield, of 
whom he ſays, I hear that my worthy Friend and deat 
* Brother, Mr. Scoles, died laſt Friday; he was almoit 
three Years younger than I, a very ingenious Man, a flo. 
* rid Preacher, and very ſerious and affectionate in all his 
Performances; he met with Affliction in his Marriage, 
vrhich occafioned ſome unevenneſſes in his Temper, but he 
' was a Man of true Picty and Integrity; he died of a Pal. 
"ſy, in Complication with other Diſtempers; his A ffli- Wl 
cti ons had broken his Spirits very much, the Lord prepare 
me to go after. His Father was a Learned Godly Miniſter 
s of la Mancheſter. 2 | | | 
and In 1703. April 16. He records the Death of the Emi. 
and nently Holy Miniſter Mr. Thomas Folly, near Clitherow in 
that Lancaſhire, an age j Witneſs ; and obſerves, that a little be- 
the fore he departed, tho' he was ſpeechleſs. he diſcovered great 
nt. Signs of Satisfaction and Joy; the Righteous has not only 
leg Hope but Joy in his Death. a n e 
no, WW The fame Year in the Month of Auguſt, he has inſerted 
the a Memorial of the Death of another Worthy M. niſter in Lan. 
ch Aſbire, Mr. John Crompton of Cockey-Chappel, of whom he 
pa truly ſays, He was a Man f great Worth and great Humility. 
And indeed, it were eaſie to enlarge upon the Characters 
of Mr. Thomas Jolly and Mr. Crompton, Men of tha fitſt 
Rank, both for Miniſterial Giſts and Graces, ſtedfiſt to 
their Principles in trying Times, and an Ornament to theic 
Holy Profeſſion. But I forbear, their Praife is in all the 


Churches of that Country, 


+ 


3% _—y 


; 
| 1 | 
* a ; 
% 


a ,- The LIFE 1 T1 


I meet avkh nothing more of this Nature in his Diary 
till May 11. 1705, and then he expreſſes a more than ordi. 
= nary Concern at the Account he had that Day received of the 
Deathof Mr. John Chorlron of Manchefier ; his Words 
mie, received this Morning the ſad Tidings 'of my Dear 
_ and Worthy Brother Mr. Chorlton, who after about à Fort. | 
nights lines of a Diabetes, died on Wedneſday luſt the 
188th laſtant; he was Eminent for ſolid Judgment, great 
| * Thought, an extraordinary quickneſs and readineſs of Ex. 
preſſion, a Caſuiſt one of a Thouſand, a wonderful clear 
= 12 4 warns and one that did Dom nari in Concionibus, and of 
= reat Sincerity and ſerious Piety, has been very uſctul in 
1 ducating Touth; he was in the 4oth Year of his Age, 
_ * — us Wife about half a Year, my beloved Friend 
__ * nd Correſpondent about 16 Years. Oh Lord God will 
© thou make a | ſul End! His Funeral Sermon was Preached 
and Publiſhed by Mr. James Coningham, his Friend and Fel. 
Jow-Labourer, and he has given him his juſt Character. Mr. 
Chorlton and Mr. Scoles were born in the ſame Town, were 
bred up together from their Childhood, were educated to- 
gether both in the Languages and Sciences, were very intire- 
ly knit together in Affe ion, and have been juſtly accounted 
two of the moſt conſiderable Men for good Senſe and Learn. 
| 3 the Town of NMancheſter, or the Partsad) jacent, * 
Produced. 
2: Tacke fame Year he has obſerved, __ within the com- 


b 
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o 
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— the Ye Ws PER: y 4. OY menti- 
= 3 e Miniſter at Tefloch in 
af e ſays, * This good Friend of mine, 
after ↄ or 10 Weeks of Illneſs, finiſhed his Courſe the lal 
12 Lord 8 day, and was buried in his own Meeting place en 
| | T : Hy Me due /. 
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os Whiin/4ay; he was an honeſt plain Man, happily fami- 
di. ir in ſpeaking to ordinary People, aged between 50 


1d 60, as I ſuppoſe; educated to a Trade. but ſtrongly 
aclined to the Miniſtry, had a good acquaintance vrith the 
brew Tongue, and was very uſeful. 3 IT 
The fame Year, March 20. died Mr. Latham, Miniſter 
em, of whom Mr. Henry gives this Account: © He had 
een long under Weakneſs, and yet kept from his Work 
ut two Lord's day; on Tueſday he baprized a Child in 


ear Wh Chamber fitting on his Couch, prayed thrice, and o- 
of Need the Covenant with much Affection and Enlarges 
in Wheat; after that ſaid little, but look d with a chearful Coun- 
ge, 


enance, was very ill when put to Bed, and world get up 
od een ſoon after Midnight, laid him down on his Couch 
it Weiththeſe Words, Now I have almoſt finiſhed my Courſe, 
xd ad fo died, aged 53, He was a very knowing prudent 
el. au, a judicious and affectionate Preacher; he was al- 
. {Wis afflicted witha great Ho irſeneſs, which was tlie ef- 
ere Net of the Small-Pox in his Youth, which made Speak- 
to- Ne difficult to bimſelf, and not ſo pleaſing to thoſe that 
re. Where not us d to him, but yet he went on with his Work, 
ted ud was in Labours abundant; I firſt knew him at Mile. 
rn. Wie, where he did good, but had little Encouragemen:; 
ve {chad been about To Years at em, a ſtrict Diſſenter, well 
bored, a uſeful Man to many in tlieir ſecular Affairs! 
m- left a Widow and fix Children, the eldeſt about twenty 
ers, Wiring upon the Miniſtf y, the youngeſt about four Years 
W. e. We were eight Miniſters to attend his Remains to 
of Ne Grave. The Lord op nv me for my Change. I each: 
of u the Meeting Houfe from Act xx. 24. That I might 
en, Wn my Courfe with Joy. Re. 
Ar. rhe next Month wank Month of Sorrow to Mr. Henry, 
the many more, in the loſß of that 2 ant 
el with 


10re, in thelols. ood Man Mr. 
bil. We: Owen of Sal); he Was Tei; "2 Fir of the 
netwo Days after Mr. TZatham's Funeral,” On the third 
4pril Mr. Henry had an Accountthar he was very i, a 
l Sppreſlion of Hine for abye a Weck on be std 
he heard again that the Caſe was very dasgerous; on 
ith. Mr. Henry ſet out for Salop, to ſee how it was with 
„ detween Hopeand Fear; but when he came to = 

e e 1 
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the News of his Death met him; he haſtned forward to i 
Houſe of Meurning, and found that he had finiſheg 
Courſe with Joy a little after Midnight; he died y 
chearfully, was in Heaven before he left the Earth; he þ 
not extream Pain, nor was very much ſwell'd, but by; 
means uſed could the Obſtruction be removed: He teceiy 
the Sentence of Death in himſelf with great chearfilne 
and expreſſed his intire Satisfaction in his Nonconformit 
and one Reaſon was, that he hid ſeen moſt of the I 
and Power of Godlineſs among the Diſſenters; he y 
much lamented by all ſorts. Mr. Henry preached his 
neral Sermon on the 11:h, from Add, xx.37. And they 
wept ſore» He adds in his Diary, Great Lamentation 
made for him, and Honour done him at his Death; J 
Lord prepare me to go after, and preſerve on my Mi 
the Impreſſions of this Providence. A very juſtandy 
ticular Account of his Life and Death has been Publ 
ed by his d Brother, which is worth every one's pen 
I be ſame Year in the Month of July, Mr. Henry 

called again tothis melancholy Work by the Death of WiWmuc 

Nathaniel Long of Wrexham, Son to the Reverend fg, 
Dr. Long of Newcaſtle; the News came to Mr. Henry wh 
he was diverting himſelf with the Company of his g. 
Friends at Boreatton, on waich he writes, This is an A, 
nition to me to be a better Husband of my Time. On n 
17th he went tothe Funeral of Mr. Long, of whom he fi hi; 
He had been about three Months declining of a Contunff 
tion, he walked out but the Day before he died: He. 
about thirty Vears of Age, a ſerious good young Man, ifinet} 
likely to have been very uſeful there; tis greatly u with 
* lamentcd,. that ſuch as he are ſo ſoon removed. I pr at [ 


. e eee So then Death nd n 
? in us, bier Life in you, the Lord follow it With his BlelaMWGroar 


I atterppted to rctura that Night to Cheſter, but the M lema 


ters eee not get over; fiChrid 
thegreateſt Flood that has been known, and much dear. 


done to the Hay and Corn, which God can take ami I kno 
The Year 1708, deprived the Town of Salop of iat 
their faithful Miniſters in two Months time, wy ice 


PLA 
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uon, and the Reverend and moſt learned Mr. Francis 
lente; and by their Death Mr. Henry loſt two of the 
wit intimate and highly eſteemed Friends that he had in 
e World; you may take the Account in his own Words. 
« March 6 In the Afternoon l heard the fad Tidings of 
the Death of dear Dr. Benyon; he began to be not well on 
Lord's day was a ſe night, but made light of it, thought 
tan inter mitting Fever, preached on Tueſday, walked 
out on Wedneſday, but went worſe and worſe. Mr. Taf- 
2 wil (ns knew not of his Ilineſs till Saturday; on Monday it 
his RW appeared to be a malignant Fever; he had the Advice of 
Ley br. Hollings and Dr. Boflock; on Tueſday he grew delitious, 
1 1} nd died on Thurſday Erening; a fad Stroke. Oh that I 
nay hear the Voice of the Lord's Controverſee. | 

Oa the 8th I went to Salop, and in the Afternoon at- 
tended the forrowful Funeral; it is a Houſe of Mournin 
deed, great Mourning; he was univerſally beloved a 
ſpoken well of; he had not finiſhed his 3 5th Year; afrer 
the precious Remains were depoſited, I endeavoured in 
much Weakneſs to improve the Providence from 1 Per. i. 
14,25. For all Fleſh is as Graſs, and the Glory of Man as 
the Flower of the Field; the Graſs witlureth and the Flower 


is gi thereof , away, but the Word of the Lord endureth 
A euer; and this is che Nord waich by the Goſpel is prenched 


to you. Good Mr. Tallents is in a good meaſure of Health 
i his 8gth Year, PVC 
ur the next Month he alſo went to his long home, fo Mr. 
y has left in his Diary, April The Tidings are'br ovght 
nethis Morning that good Mr. Tallents ſiniſhed his Courſe 
with Joy laſt Le RI IT he had 
that Day taken ſome Food, he ſaid to thoſe about him he 
nd much Comfort in his Soul; he died wu hout Sigh or 
toan, he was born November 16tg. very much a Gen- 
tleman, a Scholar, and a Chriftian, a great Admirer of 
briſt and Free Grace, a Man of eminent Prudence and 
Heavenly Min JJ“TXʃdn i 
know not whether it be proper for me to relate, and I 
dit almoſt impoſſible for me to conceal, That in Mr. Hez- 
Diary on the 20th of January, this fame Year, he takes 
Nice of a Dream he had about Mr. Tallents, in _ 
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Words, Bc tl ſomniaui me Epiſtolam Sa 4 Domi 
Tallen's dat. Martii primo in que narra vit ſe jam ſtatin y 
18 ad Dominum Brian. quod i in ſomnio intellexi de al 
us Domini Brian n Salopia, non cogitans quod Dominus Bri 
mortuus eſſet, ſed ex pergefactu, de morte Amici mei timere cy 
The Day that Mr. Henry ae of Mr. Tallent's Death, 
was at Whitchurch engaged i in the Ordination of Mr. 3. 
gon, which I mention now, e Lomitted it in the pi 
per place. Mr. Tallents had, g never: * Ie. whid 
was, Fuſtitia qua coram Deo, 5% 0 ene luſtitia Chr 
| Mediatoris: The Ordune:rs were Mr. —. „ Mr. Dar 
4 Zones, Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Henry. Mr. . preachy 
from 2 Tim. ii. 15. Stady to ſoew thy ſelf approved to Gull 
Workman, that needeth not to be peed, rightly dividi 
the Ward of Truth. _ 
On the 14th Mo. Henry, 1 his, Friend Mr. T, fra 
| London, who came the Evening before to Whitcharch, wet 
to Boreazton, and the next Hay to Salop, to the Funeral 
Mr. Tallents 3 he was buried in St. Mary's Church, in t 
Grave where 50 Years before, his firſt Wife was buried, 
| Dawes would not preſume to read over him, * in ſure a 
certain hope, but only in hope, Mr. Hen y preached at f 
Meetiag from the Text which he appointed, Looking 
the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto. Eternal Life;| 
 direAed that dhe Motto upon his Funeral Rings ſhould! 
Thereis a Life after this. þ 
The next Year, the Difſent 0 nion in Knu:sj 
20 deprived. we their, Tn: ee Miniſter MI 
Samuel Lom; what Thoughts, of e this cauſed in 
Hey, bimiclfmill pe HI 1. IAG 
10 Rt; 19. 1709. I Tate; he Deat! of my gear Pric 
other, Mr, Soup wel > lg 5 Wy about 10 
4 ebe A Ferer, th Day's zit 8555 a great Breachy 


d us, he was. in th 12 Days, Eros to be ro 
15 healthful, a gopd: 5 "excel! lent Preacher No 
6 eminent TEST 5 ty 55 On the twe Lis 


ty 11 ED e to Mr. Lom ae N 
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athful Miniſter, aged about 39, of whom the World was 
jor worthy; he had been about 13 Years at Knursford, I 
id him univerſally lamented; he greatly recommended 
himſelf by a diſpaſſionate Temper of Mind, he was bu- 
fed in the Meeting. place; I preached on the ſad occaſion 
from Fohn xii. 25. Tet a little while and the Light is with 
you, walk while ye have the Light, In the Evening we dil- 
courfed about a Succeſſor; great Breaches made upon that 
Congregation this laſt Year; this is the third Funeral out 
of the fame Hovſe in leſs than a Year, old Mr. Iſaac An- 


— nabus, his eldeſt Son, and now Mr. Low his Son in Law 
9 Gadl the Lord fit us for ſudden Chan „ n 2469 
1% be next Funeral at which I find him, was that of Mr. 


entin Evans of Ofweſite'z the value that Mr. Henry had 
jr him, his own Diary will beſt diſcover; © On the 27th 


* 07 Aga, 1709. I went to Ofweſtre to viſit Mr. Fentin 


— Evans, who is very weak, his Illneſs began with vomit- 
in {ing Blood, he is an excellent Man and can ill be ſpared, 
ed. do not make a full end. E e 


On the 10th of Auguſt following, thus, I have been 
writing to Mr Fenkin Evans, who is to be tapp'd for his 
Dropſy. On the 20th, I now hear of the Death of Mr. 
Jenkin Evans, a good Miniſter of Chriſt; it isa very great 
Loſs. On the 25th, I went by Wrexham to Oſweſtre, to 
preach a Funeral Sermon for Mr. Evans, on the Text he 
delired, 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 know whom I have believed, and: 
lam per ſwaded that he is able to keep that which I huve com- 
mitted to him againſt that Day. He was in his; 5th Year, 
born in Glamorganſhire, was much beloved in Oſweſ- 


e 6, and did great dealof god in the Country rounds 
10 oy - WEI i N * ; n - hd 3 9 — 2 8 
5 la the Year 1710. in the Month of May, I find Mr. Ben- 


at St. Hellens Chappel in Lancaſhire, lamenting the Loſs 
at Congregation had of their taithful Paſtor Mr. ame: 
by'or, a very uſc fal Perſon, aged about 46; and upon very 
ort Notice he preached to them ſuitable to that ſad Provi-' 
ence, from 2 Cor. iv. 11. Death worketh in us. 
ln the ſame Vear. Sept. 12. He takes Notice of the 
heath of Mr. Samuel Eaton of Mancheſter, Miniſter to the 
ſeating Congregation at Staud in Prefiwich Pariſh ; oe 
8 n 9 | juſtly 
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* juſtly obſerves, that in him the Church of God h14 lof 
| Perſon of great Learning, and great Integrity. He w 


7 frequent Converſation of his dear and intimate Friend, Mr 
port to him under the Sorrow he felt for the Death of 


- tent Servant of his, to the great Loſs and Grief of his Peg 
ple, and all his Friends; the firft Kews of his Illoeſs My 


the 24th of April; he had been a Round at IWarringia 
been very pleaſant to him till he heard this News; the na 


he was my intimate Boſom Friend from my Youth; | 


he vas buried inthe Chancelat Nazewich, much lamemidl 


Friendsat Luut ford that were ſtill alive, I TS 


the Meaning 


very much ſuperiour to moſt of his Brethren, both for Le, 
niag and Eſtate; but the moſt humble, condeſcending, ; 
fectionate Friend that I have ever know; he had buiig 
not long before he died two Sons, and his good Son. in. Lan 
Mr. Cheyney of Harrington; he was about 54 Years of Age 
his Memory is and will be precious, and I hope his Fami 
will be bleſſed, , - | 
Mr. Henry had lived to ſee a great many of his Brethre 
laid in the fileat Duſt, and was a true Mourner for then 
but ſtill he had the Comfort of the Neighbourhood, an 


Samuel Lawrence of Nanuiwich, and this was a great dug 


thers; but in the Year 1712, God took away that exc 


Henry met with at Knutsford at the Meeting of Miaiftersq 
Chombent and Mancheſter, and obſerves, the Journey by 


Day he returned ro Cheſter, and there the ſad Tidings me 
him, That Mr. Lamrnece died the Evening before, abo 
ten of —— A fad Providence (ſays he) Lord teach m 
Oa the 23th he writes, * I went early to Nantwich, 1 
*, tended the Remains of dear Mr. Lewrence to the Gut 


*. was of a ſerious Spirit betimes, | a good Scholar, and 2ſt 
rious judicious Preacher; he hid been at Nantwich Twel 
© ty four Years, an Inſtrument of much Good there, : 
* {pected by all. and well ſpoken of; he died on the gth Di 
© of the Fever, was D-lirious by Fits from the th Dy 


I preached from Phul. ii, 7. Sorrow upon Sorrow. 
I I ſhall take the Liberty to add, that I happened at thi 
time tobe down in Theſhire, and . ſpent the Day beft 
which was the Lord g. Day, with thoſe of my good di 


y „ ” : 
* <4 2 * * he . 
* , 4 * 2 . 54 


Lawrence's Death, and that he was to be buried on Mon- 
wattend his Funeral, and I muſt ſay, I never ſaw a more 
auroful one in all my Life, both at the Houſe, and in the 


was a Man of wonderful Prudence, Integrity and. 

emper; his Way of Preaching was not altogether ſo af- 
monate as that of ſome others, but it was very ſpiritual 
N ſerious, and very much fitted to move and melt the 
art of the Hearers ; there was much in him that reſem- 
dd old. Mr. Henry, both in Temper, Converſation and 


od him, engaged in the ſame ſacred Work, and walking 
the ſame Spirit, and in the ſame Steps. , _ 
After his Removal to London, 1 know not that he pteach- 


them his old and faithful Friends, Mr. Stretton and Mr. 
weeſs, the one in July. 1712, theotherin Fanwuary, 1713, 
ey were Perſons too well known in London, and through- 
it England, to need a Character from me; their Fune» 
Sermons are printed, and a due Debt paid to their Me- 


My Deſign in being fo particular in the Account of Mr. 
It yy ts for bis Brethren, both living and-dying, 
to recommend the ſame Temper to thoſe of us that yet 
ryive, that Brotherly Love among Diſſenting Miniſters 
lay always continue, and yet not be confined 10 thoſe of 
r own Perſwaſion, but extend itſelf (as Lam ſure his did) 
all, that in every Place call on the Name of the Lord Je- 
s Chriſt, both theirs and ours; and I muſt own, I could 


Wet bur find ſome Pleaſure (tho with an allay of Grief) in 
joking upon the Monuments of thoſe worthy Miniſters, 
bo where intim ite Friends and Acquaintance of mine 
n, and with whom I have ſpent many 7 Hour; 


hen I think how many of them are gone, I wonder how 


Jar 


yz my ſincere Efleem and Afſect ion tor him, conſtrained 
uch ado to proceed, and ſo was the whole Auditor; 
I, Lawrence had a good Report of all, and of Truth itſelf; | 
rexching ; all his Friends rejoice that he has left a Son be- 


the Funeral Sermons for any Miniſters, except two, both 


come to be here Kill ! but our Times are in the Hands of 


And 
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And now I have gone over this moſt importan: part WM" 
MI. Henry's Life and Character, his Minitteral Conde”. 
And unpafallef d Diligence, Fidelity ind Uſefolneſs in i 
_ Dicred Work to which he had fo ſoſemmly devoted himſel 
I hive chiefly iafiſted upon his abundant Labours, both | 
ted and occaſſonal, in Chefter and the adjacent Parts, 20 
touched upon other Things but incidzntally; and tho t 
Acount may ſeem extravagant and incredible to thoſe th 
were Strangers to him, yet there are a thouſand Witneſf 
in that Corner of England, that can vouch for the Tit 
$ of theſe Things, and ſome wil be ready to ſay, the one h 
bas not been toſd. But let any one put the ſeveral Parts 
this Account together. and conſider the vaſt Compaſs an 
= © Varictyof Labours and Services that he was engaged in co 
| tinually, and they muſt own, few Lives haye been ſo fl 


led up as his was. 
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190 Reep up this holy Life, Vigour and Induſt 
„Inn bes Minifterial Work, : viz. His redeeming 4 


Ne, giving himſelf-to Prayer, his Obſervatit 
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neuung his Covenaut with God. , © 


HOSE that put together the various Parts of Mr 
I Henry's Labours, as they have been related heit 
an conũder that beſides what has been mentioned, he ipe! 
133 2 great deal of Time and Pains in compoſing his Expoſition 
and other Writings for the Preſs, will ſurely be deſirous 
know what Method he took, and what Means he uſed 
maintain and keep up ſo much Life and Induſtry for 
A 722 Tears, and to go on ſo ynweariediy in his Maite 
Work. | 7 oh -+--4 
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Among other Things that contributed to this his uncom - = 
bat Zealand Diligence, I ſhallmention a few, which.all 1 
onde Wt knew him could not but obſerve, and which the Pa» . bh 
"py n he has left behind him very. amply teſtify ;. I mean his 
inf" Value for Time, his Prayerfulneſs, Oſeryation, and | 
och vent Renewings of his Covenants with God; by theſe | 
8, eas he was not only kept sloſe to his Wo k, but greatly 


couraged and ſtrengthned in it. 3 
lie always diſcoyered a mighty Senſe of the Worth of 
Ive ; from his Childhc od he had a great Averſion to any 
ing that lcok d like Time: waſting; the common and (as 
xy are accounted) the innocent Diyerfions of Youth, he 
piled and diſliked, and as he grew in Years he ſtill ſhewy- 
lagreater Eftcem for precious Time; next to his proper 
ok and Buſineſs, nothing pleaſed him fo much as the 
wpany and Converſation of his Friends, and he always 
ated them with great Affection an i Chearfulneſs; aud 
lome:jmes,, and cfren in his Diary, you find him com- 
ning, that a great deal of precious Time is loſt in the 
pmpany of thoſe we love, and that our Friends are the 


| 1 hieyes, of our Time; he often obſerves how well pleaſed 
{- had been in the Converſation of ſuch and ſuch of his 
7 7 ends and Brethren, and yet ſays, I would not te or, any 


jg live ſuch a Life for a few Days together; 1 am always 
hen alone ; no Place like my own Study, no Company like 


ny 0 Books, and eſpecially the Book. of God. „ ie 
ati de was an early Riter, and put a A Vazue upon his 
ming Time; he would often be in his Study by Five ot 


Clock in the Morning, and ſometimes by Four, and 
tinue there til Seven or Eight 5. and. then after Fami 14 


ſaſbip and a ſhort Refreſhment go up again till Noon, and 
en aſter Dinner, till Four of the Clock. and then go 


here” to viſit the Sick, or his F riends on. other Occaſions ; and 

eau e Evening, after he had dſmiſſed his Family, would be 

noah z confiderable. Time in bis Study: And ſuchs Courle | 

0 oF deſeiy follow; d for ſome Years, could nat but pro, 
nf derable .lmprovements of that Time, FRE 5 

„e e gil op with Duty. Ido not fad in all his Pa; 

ie e that any; thiog created a greater Unealineſs than, bd 
aa vob d of his Studying time. nor any. thing 
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' that he more ſeverely reflects upon himſelf for, than lis 


” 2 NN 
* I 


- plications for bis Family and Friends, bot had recourſe 


Plague; he went out inthe Stre | 
fore he was not diſcouraged at the Variety and; Multi 


In 


- 


And I cannot but obſerve, that the more he adyan 
in Years, the more careful he was to redeem Time, and 
comp ins the more ſenſibly of the Loſs of it; tho? he) 
far from deſpiſing the Kindneis of his Friends, yet you nll 
often hear him, when invited to their Houſes, and ent 
tained plentifully, and detained with variety of Comp! 
repeating David's Wiſh, O that I had Wings like a U 
for then I would fly away and be at reſt. At another ti 
when he bad been diverted by much Company and a mi 
Converiationfora whole Day to little Advantage, he wii 
at Night with much Concern, I look upon this as 2d 
Day. Lord forgive my trifling, I would rather pre me 


ing himſelf at any time to be unneceſſarily diverted from 


+ © twice every Day in the Week, than ſpend another Diff re 


* unprofitably.” I could add much more to this Purp 
but 1 thin tit is not needful; had not Mr. Henry been Wi inc 
extraordinary Husband of his Time, it would have beeni 
poſſible for him to have done ſo much Work in it. 
Another thing to which we may impute his great Go 
bours, was his Prayerfuineſs; he had bo h the Gifts 
the Grace of Prayer, in a very uncommon Meaſure, 4 
che N the Delight of his Soul; his early Acqui 

ance with God, and that clear Conſcience that he bad Won 
ways endeavoured to keep, made the Duty of Prayer a 
and as it were natural to him; he not only abounded in e 


God with great Freedom about all his'Concerns; no Je no 
ney undettsken withour: of oben Addreis ro God at / b 
it; no Subject or Courſe of Sermons entred upon, but Mie: 
was ſought to for Counſel, Aſſiſtance and Succeſs; no h 
ſent to t E Preſs, how ſmall ſoever, but frſt recommend 02 
to God in Prayer: Thus he daily converſed with God, f. 
4 Child wich his Father, and God gave him very remar 
ble Returns of . which he has left upon Record y 
great Humility and Thankfulneſs; Prayer made all his Wart j 

rength ofthe Lord, aud tie ebe 
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Jer made his Work eaſy, fer God often eminently an- 


ed him iu the Day when he called upon him, and ſtrehg- 
ned him with Strength in his Soul; by thus waiting on 
% he renewed his Strength, he mounted up with Wings 
Bgles ; he often prayed that he might get upward, up- 
rdtowards God, and forward, forward towards Heaven, 
| would be ſo earneſt in thoſe Requeſts, that one would 
io his Soul was indeed juſt upon the Wing, taking its 
ght to Heaven. 5 | 

To this Duty of Prayer, in which he ſo abounded, he 


ed that other Duty of conſtant Obſervation, which in- 


xd ſhould never be ſeparated from it. Re was a diligent 
Iwiſc Obſerver of the Conduct of Providence in all out- 
ud Affairs, and of the Conduct of God's Spirit in the 
ve and Workings of his own Soul. ES 

The Obſervations he has made upon God's Providential 
nduc, both in publick and private Affairs, are very ma- 
and yery judicious; - you frequently find at the ead of 
Diary for the Year, a Rehearſal of the moſt remarka- 
Occurrences of the Year, with reſpect to the Church 
God at home and abroad; he had indeed a large Soul, and 
ery great Concern for the Honour of God and the Inte- 
6 of his Church in the World. . . 
He ſeem'd, in the Year 1704, to have had Expectations 
ſome extraordinary Events in favour of the Reformed 
urches, and at the beginning therefore preached from 
e Words, Ja. Ixiii. 4. The Tear of my Redeemed is come; 
rever, in his treating upon it he was very cautious, and 


| not preſu me to fix the Times and Seaſons which God 


bas in his Power; but it does appear, he expected 


ue than that Year produced, for at the cloſe thereof, he 


ft this Remark, * The State of the Proteſtant Churches 


road is very low, it is a Day of Facob's Trouble, a Va!- 


fall of dead Benes; we looked that this had been the 
ar of the Redeemed, and the Year of the Lord's Re- 


pmpence for the Controverſies of Zion; but the Har- 


{is paſt, the Sammer is ended, and we are not ſaved.“ 
hes the Concerns of the Publick, which lay near his 


ut, he has taken very ſpecial notice in his Diaty of any | 


mmer Protidenc nces, whether of Mercy or judgment, 


towards 


* 


make iome good Improvement of all. 


he hardly ever mentions a Sacrament- day or a Sabbath, 


Vas a very ſevere Cenſor of his own Performances, and b 


very obſeryable, when he was engaged with other Mi 


{ 
ſelf an 
Z as Time of Humiliation if any ſignal. Mercy, it was! 

membred with Praiſe, and in both it was ſpent in eric 


bis Birch day, which was, as huh been mentioned, 


« 


216 Te LIKE T 
towards particular Families of his Acquaintance, wit, 
rious and diſcreet Reflections upon them; and we be 
fured then he could not be unmipdful of the State of 
own Family, and the Changes made there: A pretty lat 
Account of theſe I have already given, and ſhall onſy nc 
add, That for many Years, before he died, he uſed x 
end of the Year to draw up a Summary Acccunt of Gy 
Dealings with his own Family and near Relations, aud 


In all theſe Obſervations he did not (as too many do) oy 
Took himſelt, and forget his own Concerns; he acknc 
ledged God in all his Ways, both as to his Body, and wi 
State of Health he enjoyed, or what Diſtempers and P; 
he had been exerciſed with, and eſpecially as to his Soi 


he takes notice what the Frame of his Soul has been; w 
enlarged, he is humbly thaokful, when ſtraitned, he | 
wails himſelfand begs Mercy in a moſt carneſt manner; 


juſtly ſoever they were approved and admired by oth 
he frequently finds much fault with 'them-himſelt: lt 


ſters in publick Service, he always ſpeaks candidly, ; 
ſometimes very, honourably of their Performances, while 
greatly complains of much Dulneſs and Weakneſs in hi 
elf, and this not before others to beg a Compliment, bu 
ſecret between God and his own Soul, where we may 
. i carpet ĩ 
It was his manner for ſeveral Years, to obſerve the, 


niverfary-day of any remarkable Providence relating to h 
This Family if it was afflictive, it was obſer 


Prayer, that the ſanctifying Fruits might ſtill remain! 


" He ſeldom or never orits to take notice in his Djay 


18th of Ofober, , always. keeping an Account of the Nen 
ber of Years that'were gone, with proper and bumble et 
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diary, Was in the Year 1691; and having obſerved that he 
hdbcen Preaching that Day on Cant. v. 1. This is my Friend, 
with Tome Enlargement, thro' great Mercy, he adds, 
« What pity tis ſo ect a Savour ſhould be to anꝝ a Savour, 
to Death unto Death; and then ſubjoins, This Day Iam. 
29 Vears old, ſo long reprieved from the Grave, ſo long 
' living altogether upon God, but little to him; ſo many 
vears Mercy and ſo many Years Sin put upon the Score; 


) pleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Blood is that and 
12 ' that only, that balanceth the Account, „ 
10 The next Year the ſame Diy, he ſays, * 1 am this Day, » 


30 Vears old, and am now reflecting upon a Life of great 
Mercy and of great Provocations; in another Place, So 


* "many Years not lived but loſt. And again, This Morning 
0 tead in Courſe the goth Pfalm, the 2th Verſe I thought 2 


ve i ver) ſuitable for me on my Birth-Day, So teach us to num- 
ber our Days, that we may apply our Hearts to true Wiſdom, 
natd "cre is no ſtay, no halting; I no ſoonner finiſn one Year, . | 
„bot immediately enter upen another, Time tarries nor; 
God fit me tor my great Change. > 
Oa another of thele Days, Octob. 18. 1696. This Day 
compleats the 34th Year of my Age; I have endeavoured 
this Morning to get my Heart affected with the Sin in 
which I was born, and with the Sias of my Lite hither- 
to, and with the Mercy of my Birth, and the Mercies of 
my Life h therto ; the Lord enable me to live a Life of 
Repenrance and a Lite of Thankfulneſs,,  ___ —_ 
On the next Year, on the ſame Pay, he has this Remark; 
This Duy 1 have finiſhed my 35th Year, through the good 
Hand of my God upon me, one half of the Ape of Man, 
u if now in the Zenith or xh, it is high Noon with 
we, but my Sun may go down at Noon; I was affected 
this Morning when alone in thinking, What I was born? 
A rational Creature, an helpleſs Creature, and a ſinfo! 
Creature; Where 1 was born? Ia the Church of God, 
aa Land of Light, in a Houſe of Prayer; What IWISs 
ora for? To, glorify God my Maker, and, prepare to, 
c ogg 
Tie Year after he expreſſes himſelt thus, I havenow, 
Weather d about 36 Years, ſo long have I cumbred the 
R—_. 2 
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_ «Ground, and yet I am ſpared; others, much more Ulf. 

ful, have never attained this Age; I admire the Patience 
of my God, and I wender at my own Folly, that being 

; - upon the Brink of an aweful eternal State, I am ſo link 
Wy 


affected with it; the Lord teach me with a ſtrong Hand. 
The next Year thus: I have now compleated the z7th 
| * Yearof my Age; l deſire to be affected with the Thought 
of God's Goodneſs to me in my Birth; Why did the Knee; 
prevent me? I bleſs God that I have no cauſe to Cu 
he Day wherein I was born, but having obtained Help of 
God. 1 continue to this Day; I deſire to be thankty] to 
God that he has not left me to live an idle Life, but! 
© haye reaſon to lament my Sins, and my ſinful Thouglis, 
by which l bave loſt much Time; I have reaſon to acknoy. 
* ledge God's Goodneſs to me, in giving me ſo great ail © 
degree of Bodily Health and Strength above many of ny 
, © Brethren; I find not any ſenſible Decay or Prejudice by 
= < 'my Work, but I know that my Soul is continually in my 
Hand and I àm not ſure to live another Vear: And at i. 
gNother Time, So many Years of conſtant Mercy, I deſire 
that every Year that paiſeth over me may leave me ſt 
l mt nearer my everlaſting Reſt, and ſo much fitter 
£& 4 Hay 2 ES 
In the Year 1701, O96. 18. * This Day, thro' the good dot 
Hand of my God upon me, I have finiſhed the 39th Yeu fer 
of my Pilgrimage, and having Help of God, I continue fen. 
a hitherta. knowing whom I have truſted, and truſting 
whom I have known; the greateſt Comfort of my Lit 
naß been, that God Has been pleaſed touſe me for his Ser 
vice, and my greateſt Grief, that I have been ſo little {er- 
vviceable to him Il have thought much this Day, what! 
4 get Variety of croſs Events | am liable to while in the 
Body, and how uncertain what may befal me in the nei 
« Year of my Life, Pain or Sick neſs, broken Bortes, Loſs 
© in roy Eſtate, Death of dear Relations, Reproach, Divi 
« fions in the Congregation, Publick Reſtraints and Trou- 
© bles, and my 4oth Year may be as 1/rae['s was, bla 
* of n in this Wilderneſs; the worſt of Evils would 
be Sin and Scandal, the Lord keep me from that and fi ) 8 


me for any other. 
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tube next Year he has choſen to leave this Record on hig | 
Birth · day: Hodie compietut eſi quadragiſſimus anus vits . 


«mee, vita dixi? imo potius mertie & ſtultitis mee, fed 
3 benignitatts & waxpylumice; Dei erga me 


= + Chrifto Mediator: me Debitorem Iuvens agnoſco ob ſuftenta® MM 
ala, admmicula &. ſolamina viræ itlemque Chriſto penitus Wl 
© confido ut accipiam à Deo meo mire propitio remiſſionems per-. 
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« uſque ad vitam eternam. And at another time thus: 
' Hodie elapſus eſt annus quadrageſſimus primus peregrina- 
' tionis mes in boc eremo, Dies quamplurimi effiuxere ina- 
nes & inutiles, & qui mihi debent eſſe pudori, Omnes vero 
* placidi & beniguitate Divina pleni, & ęrato gnimo erga 
Deum ſemper memorandi quid reſtat neſcio, pauci fobſan 


& calamnoſi, fiat voluntas Domini mei mihi vivere 


© Chriſt us, ita fit ſemper & in æternum C mori Incrum. 


| could willingly tranſeribe all theſe yearly Memorials-- 
of his Birth-day, moſt of which are written in Latin to- 


wards the end of his Life; but I would not be tedjous, 
aud ſhall therefore content myſelf to give ſhort Hints; in 
that of his 42d Year ended, he takes Notice, that it is now 
ſo long ſince he came, polluted and wretched, into a pol- 
luted and wretched. World, but bleſſes God that he was 
not born dead, or blind, or lame, he bleſſes God for Pre- 


ſeryation through ſo many Dangers, but bleſſes him a thou - 


ſand and a thouſand times, for the hopes he has that he is 
' of God, I hope in his Mercy, I pant tor his Glory. 


At another Time, Thus long have I lived, and lived un- + 
der the Divine Protection, a waſting Candle ftill kept | 


burning, but to bow little Purpoſe? O that I may yet 


be fruitful, through the whole Courſe of my Life! E 
* hare found God very gracious, ready to hear Prayer; Is 


* have found the World exceeding vain, and altogether un- 
"fit to be my Happineſs; my Heart I have found to be de- 


\. ceitful,” and prone to Sin; let me therefore always — 
my God in the higheſt Eſteem, the World in the greater 


Contempt, and my Heart under watch and guard. 


In the Year 1711; 1 have now finiſhed my ſeventhꝭ 
"WW Climatterick Year, in which I have firſt felt the * 
„ . .. 
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1 . * the "Wa by which it is eaſy for me to Wh 
N 4 diſcern that Death is working in my Body, and perhaps 
& 


Lan a ſittle time may do.its Work; as for that, the will of 
the Lord be done, only let Patience have its perfect Work, 

- enter now upon the Jubilce of my Lite, my Fifticth 
Jer; the Term of Lite approaches, let we grow fitter for 


55 * k. ernal. 


| = | J « but, lays, = yet I live, tho? I am in the midſt of 


; the far. .greateſt, Part of Men ſpend their Years as a Talc 


In the Year 1713, on the laſt of 1 Birth- days that he 
les to ſee, he obſerves that many of his Friends and Ac. 
quaintance had died in that Year of their Life, the 524 


Death; may my Soul be prepared for the heavenly Life, 
| c and the Will of, the Lord be dene. 

Thus did this good and faithful Servant number his 
Days, and apply himſelf unto the trueſt Wiſdom; ſuch a 
Regard to the ſwift Motions. of Time, muſt needs contri. 

bute very much to his faithful Improvement ot it, whilt 


| is told, forget how Time haſtes away, and negledt 
the Work they INE to do, till their Time be irrecoyer- 


ly.loſt.. 
: ns BE Mr. Henry, as another Spur to Diligence in Duty, 

did not only Hem, theſe ſerious Remarks igence Dot 
day, in the yearly Returns of it, but he uſed alſo to take 
a Review of the Year paſt, at the end of December, and 
10 to prepare himſelf the better to begin the New Year, 
We have many memorable. Paſſages of this Nature in his 
Papers, and I think it worth my while and the Readers 
tod. to inſert ſome of them. 

..Oathe ziſt of December, 1691, be obſerves, Lam come 
© to the cloſe of another Year, but my Works have not 
been filled up, many empty Spaces in my Time and in ; 

4 my Duties, much amiſs, little done, little gained for my WM 
* Soul, tho much Mercy received, yet many Tallents not 
T traded with aright, tis the Blood bf Chriſt that mult ſe 
wg: All ſtraight. deren me and wy God, there I reſt m. 6 
he 84475 idus Soul. th 

In 6933 1 am now come to the cloſe of ber Yea, Di 

8 which has begun and ended with a Sabbath; I have rect. +,” 4 
2 2 many Mercies the Year pal, — 2 2 fee 
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F fetped, my dear Wife ſpared, I yet in the Land of the 


Living. thy many taken away ; but how little have & 


done for God ? what will become of me I know not, 


but I find little Growth ; if any thing hath at any time 


affected me this Year, it his deen ſome ſweet Deſires of 
' the Glory that is to be revealed; I have often though of 


” 


© it, as.that which would help me in my pretent Duty. 


la the end of the Year 1696, the Year in which his Fa- 
ther Warburton and his Father Henry died, he writes thus - i 
This Year is at an end; cn the firſt Day of it, I preached- — 
from Prov. xxvii. 1. Foaſt not thyſelf of io Morrow, for thus 
*'knoweft not what a Day may bring forth; My Fathers, 


« where are they? And wherè am I ? Haſting after them; 


I have loſt mach Time this Year, but if through Grace I EY 


have got any GooJ, it is a greater Indifferency to the 
' Things of thts World, the Lord encreaſe itt. 

At another time thus: I now cloſe the Year, complain. 
ing not of God but of myſelf, and of my own wretched 


Heart, and this aggravates the Complaint, that tis the ame 


I have made formerly, and yet I do not find the Matter 


much mended; my Recourſe is to the Blood of Chriſt. 
which cleauſeth from all Sin, and to the New Coxenant, * 


* which is all my Salvation and all my Delire. © 
The Year 1699 was cloſed byhim with more than uſual So. 
lemnity; it was a Year in which God hadtaken away many 
of his Friends, and ſome of his very near Relations; and at 
the End thereof, he ſet himſelf to 2Mik his Soul before the 


Lord for all his finful Failures, and is very ſevere with him - 


ef in confeſſten of Sin, and then proceeded to earneit = 


Prayer to God for Mercy in ſeveral Particulars; Take his 
| - >» e 

own Words, | e 
1. For Mercy and Grace for my oven Soul, that while I 
* preach to others, I myſelf may not be a Caſt. away, that 


my Corruptions may be mortified, the In ereſt or Chriſt 
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* preſerved and advanced in my Soul, I would wreſtle wit! 


God for his Spirit to eleanſe and ſanctif. me. 


2. For Strength and Succeſs in my Miniſterial Wor⸗ 


Direction in the Choice of Subjects, and the Guidance and 
* Aﬀiſtance of the Spirit in ſtudying Sermons, toſecute me 


[* from Error and Miſtake, to lead me into all Truth, add fo 
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Sp Vn, but that God would give the Increaſe ; it is ſtill my . 


+ furniſh me with acceptable Words, to be a Spirit of Sup: 
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And that the Bleſſing of God may accompaay all my En. 


„ deavours; © that I may be inſtramental to win Souls to 
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made, that the Impreiſion of the Providences of the A 


=» (lays he) Prayer to be an inſtituted Way of Communion . 
with God, and feiching in Mercy and Grace from him; 
| | * 1 have Comfort in it daily, my daily Prayers ate the ſweet. 


feaſted above t a ”a 
e Soul fed more plen:ifully with the Duty of Prayer, 


- Spirit, and the Neglect of the Things of the Spirit · 


— * 5 3 7 
* * 88 8 12 1 
3 , d 8 
J * * 


* my Family, that God would make no further Breaches ; I + 
but this with Submiſſion to his bleſſed Will. «1 
e n ee the Breaches that have been 


© wietchedly disfigured and ſpoiled, by a Multitude of Di 
_© fractions and Diverſions of Mind; the Fleſh and ths 


=Chriſt, and to build them up, that I may not labour in . 


A 


« Heart's 


* "vs b 


ehre to be more. ready and more mighty in the . 
3. For the flaying of God's Controverſies with me and 


« Year may not wear off or be forgotten, but that I may ſee 


my Soul to be in my Hand continually. 1 

. Fot the beheaded Families, the Widows and Father. i ; | 
* del. O6%. 85 TL. a 
The laſt Day of December, 2702, he ſet apart as uſual for 1 
a Day of Faſting and Prayer and Humiliation, * Believiog - 


1 

« eſtof my daily Comforts; having of late had my Body 
| Ape wiſts Meals, I deſire this Day to have Ml , 

« 3nd thus to cloſe the Year, which (Janus like) looks both i , 
Ways. I hive not Md this Year ſuch remarkable Affficti. Wi , 
ons as. ſome other Years; the greateſt of this Year has WW, / 
a 


bdeenthe Death of my dear and honourable Friend, Madam . 


Hunt of »Boreatton, But my Errands to the Threne of 
© Grace roDay are, - © oO 

4. By Wayof Lamentation and Humiliation, | 
I haye realonto lamentgreatlytheStrength of my own BY , | 
« Corruptions, and Weakneis of my Graces; by reaſon of 
the former Iam as ſmoak ing Flax, by reaſon of the lattct . 
as a bruiſed Reed; I am fill full of vain Thoughts and - 


empty of good Tho hrs; many of my ſecret Prayers ae 


$ Things of the Fleſh ſtill minded, to the Prejudice of the 


\ 


* % 4 225 ” 
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I have loſt a great deal of precious Time, and not filled it 
' pp, or elſe I might have gane forwarder in my Notes on 
* the Evangeliſt John; Sins caſily beſet me, and I do not 
'rThe- Limes e wy Ea 
+ I have reaſon very much to bewail my manifold De- 
fects in my Miniſterial Work, my Coldneis in Prayer, that 
| ſpeak nor of the Things of God with more Clearneſs 
and Concern; O how many, how great are the Iniqui- 
ties of my holy Things. ws, 


© Thewailthzlittle Succeſs of my Miniſtry, and theMiſ- 


* carriages of ſome this Year, for hereby my God will hum- = 


ble me; Grief alſo, great Grief tor the Sin of ſome 
' of the young Ones that I have catechiſed and taken Pains- 


with are no Comfort to me; Lord ſhew me wherefore 


( thou. cooETndeſt wah me Flee 
* The low Condition of the Church of Godought to be 
greatly lamented, the Proteſtaat Intereſt ſmall, very ſmall, 
' a Decay of Picty, Attempts for Reformation inefſectual. 
' Help Lord. 1 re 18 I 18 Ty 
* 2, By way of Prayer and Supplication, I have many 
Eri . the Thioac of Grace he Day. „„ on Fas be 
* The pardon 


' Temptations, mortifying of my Luſts, which go not forth 


bat by Prayer and Faſting; in reference to Sin, I defireL 


may be enabled to act Faith upon Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſpall 
not have Dominion over you, for ye are not under the Law, 
' but under Grace; and, Exel. xxxvi. 25, 2.5, 17. Then will I 
' ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean from al 
' Filchineſs, and from your Idols will I cleanſe you; a new Heart 
' alſo will I give you, and a nem Spirit will I put within you» & c. 
The Increaſe of my Miniſterial Gifts, a ſound Judg- 
ment, a clear Expreſſion, a Door of Utterance, Readineſs 
in the Scriptures; in reference to which I deſire I maybe 
helped to act Faith upon Exod. iv. 12, Go, and 1 will be 
' with thy Mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay ; and. 
John xiv. 26. He ſhall teach you all Things. 


+ TheSucceſsof my Miniſterial Labours, that Sinner: may 


be converted, Saints built up, and the Congregation lou- 
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f Sin, victory over my Corruptions and 1 


* 


nſh; in reference to this, I delire to act Faith on Matr. MR 
viii. elt. Lo I am with you al mays and. Iſalahlv. IC. 11. | 


224 LE f 
the Bleſſing of God upon my Wife and Children, thi 


God will give his Grace to my dear Little Ones, and drei 
wut the Fooliſfneſs bound up in their Hearts; in reference 4 

to which I defire to act Faith on Tſatah xliv. 3. 7 will pour = 

| + ent my Spirit on thy Seed, and my Bleſſing on thy of. 
„„ OY Gr on EO £ 
© My other dear Relations I would recommend to God. 
Protection and Bleſſing in Prayer, my Friends, Acquain. . 

© tance, Brethren in the Miniſtry in London, in Dublin, ii 

* Cheſhire and Lancaſhire particularly, and the Congregationill . 

© at Broad. Oak, and their Miniſter, ſome Members of Pat. . 

< lament and other Gentlemen of my Acquaintance. 

0 At the end of the Lear 1702, he makes this Review of it, v1 
1. As to myſelf and Family, the Days of another Yeu ff « , 
ire numbered and finiſhed, a Year not made particular) il : - 
= remarkable byanygreat Change in my Circumſtances; . 
| ne thing created, but as uſual. . F 
. The vfual Matter of Complaint againſt myſelf ; Fol. WM 

* Iy is ſtill found, yea, bound up in my Heart, though I hope 
through Grace. Corruption is dying. yet not withourſome Wl , | 
Struggles, and much Oppoſition from © a naughiy il « |, 
© Hearr, I defire to lament my Uanskiltolne's and Unrezdi- iN « 
neſs in Scripture, my Dulnels in holy Duties, particularly MI « , 
in ſecret. I w:th I hid prayed more for the Succeſs of f 
my Miniſtry; but ſometimes I have thought I ſhould p 
more for Grace, to make me flithful myſelf, that l may + I 

be accepted of God, tho' not of Men; but perhaps [Ml + p 

«© ſhould'pray more for the Proſperity of the Work of God, Ml 
deren in my Hand, tho" moſt: unworthy ; vain Thought: WI « « 

, ©:crowds ot them, are matter of Complaint daily; nerve: i, 

- © wasthe corrupt Soil more fruitful in Weeds, lc, 
2. Theuſual 'M.tter of Thankſgiving to God; I have « ( 
had great Meaſure of Health, few of my Brethren ol « | 
much; I note it, becauſe perhaps the enſuing Year way ll » ; 
bring Sickneſs or Death with it; I have not ailed 207 « ( 

| thing conſiderable, and ſometimes the higheſt degree of il « 3 

| © * Heath is the next degree to Sickneſs; I have not ſo min) bo 
| = - * ſenſible Memorandums of my Frailty, as thoſe have til x; 
are often ailing ;"the Lord grant 1 may by the Power o 41; 
Grace be kept more mindful of it. fax * bp 
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Mr. MarTHEW HENRY. 
ver ſince Brother Radford died, which is now three 
Veirs ago, Death has made no Breach among my Rela- 
« tions ; lince { ſet out in the World. I never Was o Tong 
without the Death of Children or others near and dear to 
* me; my Children are very healthful, and hire had no ill 


* Accident; my dear Wife, tho often indiſpoſed, yet bleſſed 
be God under no languiſning Diſtemper, and my dear 


Mother ſtill continued in Uſefulneſs. 


As to my Miniſtry, chat which has been moſt diſcous 


' raging this Year is, that few young Ones have come 
into Communion, I think fewer thau any other. Tear. 

As to my Eſtate, I have lived comfortably upon it 
with what I have received here, but while in theſe Cirs 


cumſtances, I cannot expect to hy by mych4;; perhaps 


' Troubles may come which may {weep away all; I have 


ſome Comfort, that I hope I do ſome Good: with what 


have, and ſpend nene of it ill. 


2. As to the Publick, the Death of the King this Vear 
has made a great Change in the Faceot Things, tho not 


ret ſuch a Change as many; feared; our Sueceſſes abroad, 


both by Sea and Land, have beea yery great, which mag- 


© nifies the preſent Goverament, and that we have reaſon to 
rejoice in; the Difconteuted in the laſt Reign are nout 


' pleaſed; I wiſh they may ever be ſo ; the High-Church 


' are very High, both-1gainft the Low and Diſſenters; now 
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Lord behold their Threatnings; we are alarmed to thiak 
f Soferings, and we need ſuch Alarms. 
+ © 1 have beartily iſned. that che Bigotry'of ſame vio ent 
"of © Conformiſts en the one fide; and of ſome Hiſſenters on 
OY * theother,. might drive the ſober, moderate and peaceable- 
ae ea both tides nearer together, and prepare things for a 
e Coaleſcence when God's Time is come, Which I earneſt- 
* ly pray for, and vrhich perhaps might be effected it they 
ald diſentangle themſelves as much from the High- 

| j Church as I think wie are from the High- Diſſenters, ar 


if with we were. $33. ; AB Sie 3.-.T063003 tara { C | 
The next Year; 1 793 he makes the ſame Reeital F his — 
Lins aud Mercies; obſerving, that even under the Goſpel 
there muſt be a Remembrance made of Sins erery Year 5 
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Family, end the Fublick ;- and. of the State of his Soul 


vin Kand, which for ſeveral Years togerber be di 


after, as that under the Lw'did; but ſuch 25 ſpeaks Def. Nl © 


and Uaskilfulneſs in beginning it, and coldneſs of Cen- | 
boxe good Diſcourſe, and would promote it, but I want 


Health, for Comfort in my Soul, not made a Terror to 
= — * mylſclf;' 1 have oft thought this Year, what a Mercy i 
is to be kept out of the horrible Fit and miry Clay. 


+ which 1 ſee a manifeſt Spirit of Chriſtianity unhappily 
© leavened by the Spirit of Conformity. 
© Thare given a pretty large Specimen of Mr. Heny' 
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ciency in my daily Repentaenca, which ought therefore to 


be reaewed, and the ImperfeRtion of the Work of Sau. ! 
% lt 


'. « Unfixedneſs of Thought, a wretched Deſukorinel:; i © 
* ſome ſpeak of Time weil {peat in Thinking, but 1 6nd MI. 
*- unleſs in Speaking, Reading or Writing, my Thinking Wi © 
* doth not turn to much Account, tho I have had Comfort a 
* in ſome broken good Thoughts, yet I can ſeldom f. 


my Heart to a Chain of them; O that the Thought of i 


2 my Heart may be forgiven. Nr - 
Ive oft bewailed my Barrenneſs in good. Diſcourſe, 


5 ceri for the Souls of others, and in Refletion on this Ml , 
„Tear, 1 find-it has not been much better; I blels God 1 i , 


« Zeal; the Lord pity me. vY 5 
I have great Reaſon to be thankful for continued 


21 T have had much Satis faction this Year in my Non con- 
© formity, eſpecially by readiug Mr. Hoadly's Books, in 


early Oblervations, of God's Dealings with himſelf, his 
and his Behiviour towards God; I could add a great deal 


8 | 

more, but the Narrative begins to ſwell under my Hand, . 
and I would net make it burthenſome to the Buyer aud. 
Reader, I believe all will graut, that this Method of O» Wil , 
- feryation and Reflection was a very proper and excellent Bi | 
Means to keep his Soul up to a good Pitch of Life-andV' WM .. ; 
gour, aud Diligence in his Maſter's Work. ' 58 
T There is yet another of theſe Means to be related, d . 
bat is, his frequent Renewals of his Covenant with God, 8 , 
aud that not bnly at the Lord's Table every Month, which By 
he did with great Seriouſneſs, but explicitly, and under bis Bi | «1 
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Det leaſt once 2 Year 3 as he conelydt TAO 8 | 2 with Refle- 
ret, Lions on Div ine Conduct, Confeſſion of Siu, Prayer and 
5 * WH Thankſgiving for Mercy, ſo he began the Year with a de- 
a. libcrate and 1olemn Reſignation of himſelf and his All to 
eh, Cod in che re 1 Io ob a 
and WM The Form in which did this, was not always ene 
ki and the ſame, though to ras ſame purpoſe, but with a beau- 
7 titul and inſtru ide variety of Expreſſions; I hall give 
5 jou ſame Iaſtances out ot many of theſe his ſerĩious Trank 
8 actions with God. Pio | 7 "I ET] Me 7-44 : : . 
: on Fanuary 1, 1698, he writes thus : My Family is 
ure dow ig Peace and Health through the Goodneſs of God, 
Nn. but 1-knovw not What a Day, much leſs/@ Year, may bring 


* torth ; Thave begg d to be ready for the Trials and Affi. 
* tions of the Lear, and for Death if it comes; thinking 
' this, Day What a Mercy it is to be bora in a Land 
* where God is known, and not where he is an unknown 
God: I begin the Year with a ſolemn renewed Dedica- 
- ol don of myſelf, my whole Self to God in Chriſt, 2 
un G99, and Father, 2nd Portion ; Let this be the Axis an 
'7 [ * ot every Lear's Revolution. Amen, O Lord. ſo 
de it. E 1 = WR ir 11 
con At another time thus: This New - Tear's Day I have 
vir blemaly renewed the Reſignation and Surrender of my 
Fh * whole Self to God, as my God, deliberately and upon 
dood Conliderations z I have renounced the World and 
% ' the Fleſh, as knowing they cannot make me happy, and 
ll have devoted my whole Self to the bleſſed Spirit, to be 
dei enlightned and fanctified, and ſo recommended to the 
ay | Son as qualified for an Intereſt in his Mediation, Jac» 
"Wy * cording to the Tenour of the Goſpel : I likewife devote 
' myſe;t rhro* the Spirit to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as my 


* Advocate with the Father, and my — to him, by him 
do be recommended to the Grace and Favour of God 


* «the Father; relying upon Chriſt's. Righteouſneſs alone, for 
without him 1 am lefs than Nothing, worſe than No- 
| '*thing,'1 likewiſe devote myſelf through the Lord Felus 
"ol * Chriſt to God the Father, as my chief Good and; higheſt | 
« blig'd in Duty, and the Felicity of my Being, to rom 1 
E 1 am 1 
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am obliged in Intereſt. O Lord, truly I am thy: Servant, 


am thy Servant, may Fever be free in thy Service, aud 
< never deſire to be free from it; nail my Ear to thy Door 
Poſt, and let me ſerve thee for eve. 
In the beginning of the Lear 101, he performed this 
great Act ot Religious Worſhip in theſe Words: 
This New-Year's"Day I ſolemnly renew the Dedication 
of myſelf unto God, 'thankfully acknowledging and ad. 
mixing God's Patience and Forbearance towards me, that 
bhe has continued ſuch a dry and barren Tree as | am in 
* his Vineyard for ſo many Tears, and continued the Gifts 
of his Bounty and Grace to mez. and particularly ac. 
« knowledging the laſt Year: to have been a Year of much 


Mercy, eſpecially in the Encouragement given to my 


- © Lamenting and bewailing my great Unfruitfulneſs, 
* and that I have governed my Thoughts, Appetites, Pal. 
ions and Words no better; that 1 have husbanded my 
Time and Opportunities no better, and improved ſo lit. 
« tle in Knowledge and Grace, and done ſo little to the 
Honour of my great Creator and Redeemer. But, 
Being alſo more and more confirmed in my Belief, 
© of the Being and Attributes of God, of the Mediation 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt between God and Man, and of 
the Reality and Weight of inviſible Things, and being 
more and more ſatisfied that this is the true Grace of 
God, wherein ftand, and am reſolved in the Strength of 
-« Chriſt to fland in it. + 857 = TR __ 1 3 3 8 
J — 2 1 do folemnly reſign and give up my vvyhole ſelf to 
» -<:Godin Fefus Chriſt, I commit my Soul and all the Con- 
-< cerns of my ſpiritual State to the Grace of God. and to 
the Word of his Grace, ſubjedting myſelf to the Conduct 
and Government of the bleſſed Spirit, and to his Influ- 
'© ences and Operations, which I earneſtly deſire and depend 
upon for the mortifying of my Corruptions, the ſtreng · 
-*,thening of my Graces, the furniſhing of me for every 
good Word and Work, and the ripening of me for 


3 
way 
> 


* 


„%% ⁰ mç . ©, LF 1 
el commit my Bedy and all the Concerns of my out. 
vward Condition ta the Proyidence of God, to be _— 


* 
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2nd diſpoſed by the Wiſdom and Will of my heayenly 
ither; not knowing the Things which may befal me 


Door Ml his Lear, I refer my ſelf! to God: Whether it ſhail be 
my dying Vear or no, I know not; but it is my earneſt 


this Expectation and Hope, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 

be magnified in my Body, whether it be by Lite or Death 
tion . by Health or Sickneſs, by Plenty or Poverty, by Liberty 
ad. ot Reſtraint, by Preaching or Silence, by Comfort or 
that Sorrow. Welcome, welcome, the Will of God, what- 
| in ever it be; the Lord give me Grace to ſtand compleat 
ac. The Year following, 1702, he writes thus; The Cove. 
uch WI nant of Grace being a New Covenant, becauſe ever new 
my and often to be renewed, I have this New. Year's-Day; 
aarly in the Morning while it is yet dark, ſolemnly re- 
es, ccn:wed it upon my Knees; and be it a Memorandum 
Pal. iadeed, ever remembred and never forgotten. 
my Humbly acknowledging my Dependance upon God, 
lit. 's my Creator and the Author of my Being; my Osd- 
the ligations in Duty to him as my Sovereign Lord and Ru- 


| ler, and my Engagements in Gratitude to him as my : . 
lief, Protector and Benetactor; and mentioning with Thank- 


tion tulneſs the many Mereies of my Life hitherto, and par- 
I of ticularly thoſe of the Year paſt; during which, I have 
ing found myſelf the Care of a very kind Providence, which 
of has made the Steps of my Pilgrimage comfortable, which 
1 of has preſerved to me the uſe of my Reaſon and Under- 
landing, Limbs and Senſes ; hath continued my Liberty 
and Opportunity to exerciſe my Miniſtry; hath provided 
plentifully tor me and my Family, and loaded me daily 
' with. his Benefits; for all which I praiſe his Name, 
; 4 tor the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, to which I owe 
ſ WM FE . 0 . Fr 88 D | ps 

© Acknowledging ; alſo, and lamenting the remaining 
Strength of my Corruptions, and my Bent to backſlide 
from the Living God, taking to myielf the Shame of 
my many Defects and Follies, notwithſtanding my fre- 
quent renewing of my Covenant with God, and flying 
ta Chriſt for Righteouineſe, Pardon and Peace. 


— 


© Folic: 4 


— 


yo - The — 


+5 I once. more e bind my Soul with a Bond n Lord's 
© wholly, and only, and for ever his. Lato thy Hand: 
O God, I commit my Spirit, to be ruled. cleanſed and 
* anRified throughout, qualified for thy Service in this 
World, and for the Fruitioa of thee in the other. Ny 
Body | preſent unto thee a livin ag Sacrifice, holy and ac 
1 . for it is my reaſonable Service. My Miniſtry 
© I devote to thine Honovr, and the Continuance and Suc 
ceſs of it I ſubmit to thy Will, Ail my Worldly Com 
* forts} lay at th) Feet to be diſpoſed cf as thou pleiſeſ 
* My Life itſelf is thine; O God of my Life, my Time 
©. are in thy Hand. Whatever may be the Events of thi 
© Year, let Divine Grace be ſufficient for me to enable mi 
* to accommodate myſelf to the Will ot God ia them, zud co 
then nothing can come amiſs. If God will be with m a 


* and keep me in the Way that I go, throughout the e fic 

« maining Part ot my Pilgrimage, in the World where | ne 

* am but a Stranger, and will give me Bread to eat and cel 

© > _ © Raimzent to put on, and a Heart to love him, and ſer- + 
him, and live to him, ſo that I may come at laſt to n co: 
* heaycnly Father's Hooſe in Peace, then hall the Lor Co 
be my God, my Lord, aud wir. A for ever. Ami yt 

. nn by 
Mar. H RNA m 
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| The n next Year his reacwed Covenant bas this {et Na 
yer it, Ee 51 Looking for the Bſed pe. | the 

. oft 

Ai ib Fester it is this?: y 


This New-Years-Day 1 have in math Wellen and 
n compaſſed about with many Infirmitics, upon my Kn 
made a freſh Surrender of myfelf, my whole ſelf, all 
© am, all I have, all I can do, to God the Father, Son, an 
© HolyGhoſt, my Creator, Owner, Ruler and Benefadtor 
all my AﬀeRtions to be ruled by the Divine Grace, a 
< all ray Afairs over-tuled by the Divine Providence 
'« fo as I may not come ſhort of N tp, God in ib 
+ World, and being glorified with him in a Fetter Worls 
 * Confirming and ratifying all former R ions 0 
.* wyſeit to God, and Jamenting all the Diſagrecablene 
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Mr, MarTuew Hengy, 23t 
of my Heart and Life therewith, and depending upon 
the Merit ot the Redeemer to make this and all my o- 
ther Services acceptable, and the Grace of the Sanctifer 
io enable me to make good theſe Engagements, I again 
bind my Soul with a Bond to the Lord, and commii iny- 
' {elf intirely to him; particularly, as to the Events of this 
| Year which I am now entring upon, not knowing the 
Things that may abide me in it. * 5 
If this Year ſhould be a Year of continued Health and 
Comfort, I commit myſelt to the Grace of God to be 
i preleryed from carnal Security, and to be enabled in A 
Day of Proſperity to ſerve Goa with ſoy. 2 
i « If my Opportunities, as a Miniſter, ſhould be this Year 
aud continued, I commit my Studies, and Minificrial Labours 
2 me a home and abroad, to the B. eſſing ot God; having a- 
; fieſh conſecrated them all to his Service and Honour, car» 
ere BF: ncitly deliring Mercy of the Lord to de Faithful and Suc- 


celsful. ; | 1 n 
* It I ſhould be this Year at any Time tried with Doubts 
concerning my Duty, I commit myſelf to the Divine 
Conduct, with an unbyats'd Defire, praying to know 
what God weill have me to do, with a fixed Reſolution 
' by his Grace t6. follow his Direction in the Integrity of 
my Heart. i | | 1 BAY 
* {f I ſhould this Year be afflicted in my Body, Fami'y, 
Name or Eftate, Icommir my All to the Divine Diipotcs 
' the Will of che Lord be done; only begging that the Grace 
' of God may go along with the F rovidence of God in all 
my Afflictions, to enable me both to bear them well and 
L > nt 5p nt not br £55 0k, 
© If this Year I ſhould be diſturbed or maleſted in the 
Exerciſe of my Miniſtry, if I ſhould be filenced, or o- 
' therways ſuffer for well-doing, I commit the keeping of 
my Soul to God as to a faithful Creator; depending upon 
' him to guide me in my Call to ſuffer, and to make that 


a0 
or 
an 


ene clear, and to preſerve me from perplexing Snares; de- 
= pending upon him to ſupport and comfort me under my 


| Sufferings, and to bring Glory to himſelf out of them, 
* aud thea welcome bis whole Will. f N 


£ 56 
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+ If this Year ſhould be my dying Year, 28 perhaps 

may be, I commit my Spirit into the Hands of my R 

_© deemer, to be waſhed with his Blo3d, and preſented i 62 

his Arms with exceeding Toy 3 ; my Wite anJ Child: V 

© commit tp him, to be owaed, bleſſed and preſerved il. * 

« him when I am gone. In thee, 0 Lord, have I put 
© Truſt, let me never be nſhamed. 


The Year followin nary i ſt, 1704, he goes on i en 
this way of Duty ind: 25 Were having vow Link * Wy 
perience found the advantage of it. His Words are: W'P 
'* Acknowledging my continued Dependance upon G0 0 
me 


as my Creator, Feeſetver and chief Good; and my co 
tinued Obligation: to him in Duty, as my Lord and Ruler 
and in In ereſt as my Benefactor and Protector; bei vin "to 
that he is, and that he is the Rewarder of them tha d 0 
? ligently ſeek him. ' mi 

© Relying upecn the Merit Mediation and Syerkadd vi 

> Wo oops Mov of my dear Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrii ſu 
wo loved me and gave hjmſelf for me, as my wayi * 


the Father, and the Hortels ebe wheren alone I c: 

* appear before him. of 
And ſubmittiog my Soul to the Wee ion 100 Info... 
en es cf the Bleſſed Spirit of Grace, without which 1 ail. !* 
C nothing and can do nothiog. | ha 
' * Thankfully owoing God's Goodnel to me the h E. 
Tear, in lengrhening out my Life, Health, Comfort i ** 
Soul, Peace, Plenty, Se:tlement, Relations, Liberty ang, "" 
r nity; and admiring his Patience, Forbearancy 70. 
< Long ſuffering, in ſparing me in his Vineyard, who de 1 
ſerved to have been cut down and calt into the Fire J ” 
0 9 barren Tree. 12 - ig 1; fy | = | th 
- * © Lamenting my Fooliſhneſs, the Pooliſhneſs bi 51 th 

« ſtill bound up in my Heart, and that which ſtill brei, 
forth in my Life; and particularly, that my Improve L. 
ments in Grace and Uſefulneſs laſt Vear did not aſe Sex 
T che Covenant which began it. N 
** Becauſe of all this Fmokea ſure Covenant and ; ite E. 10 
10 the S: rength of the Grace of Jeſus Oln iſt, en whici Fr 
alone I depend to+ work all my Works in me and-iotfil, 2! 


me, I corenant for this New * and for my wide 
— | | „Lile 


— 


1 ” | | 
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'Life, to walk cloſely with God in all holy Cenverſation. 


* 


Ry In keep my Heart with all diligence; and to thee, O ny 


N | | 4 8 2 . . | 

why ; God, I commit the keeping of it: To take heed to 1 
Hild Ways: that I fin not with my Tongue; and do thou ſet - _ 
ved n Watch, O Lords before the Door of wy Lips; I co» 


F venant to redeem my Time, and to thee O God do 1 


'conſecrate this Year and all the Hours ot it; the Lord 


oni enable me to fill it up with good according as the Dbt 

15 8 of every Day requires. I bind my ſelf to follow the 
-> FPirit of Gol in all my AﬀeRions, and the Providence 
Co of God in all my Affairs, whatever God fhall appoint 
y col ne to this Year ; to Health ar Sickneſs, to Plenty or Loſs, 


' to evil Report or good Report, to Liberty or Reſtraint, 
o the Houſe of Mourning or the Houſe of Rejoycing, 
to Life or Death: Behold, here I am, let him do wd 

' me as ſeemeth good in his Eyes; only whatever the Pro- 
ain; vidence of God allots for me, let the Grace of God be 
ritt ſufficient for me, to enable me to accommodate myſelf 
ray of; fit; and then welcome the Will of Gd. 
Ie The Year 1705. he begins with this renewed Dedicati 

i himſelf to Gd. 


Ruler 
i vin 
lat 0 


jagd © Not renouncing, but repeating and ratifying all my 
former e God, 1 Rane ing K. har 
have not lived up more cloſely to them; I do in the be. 
' giuning of th's New Year ſolemn'y make a freſh Sur. 
ort i render of my ſelf, my whole ſelf, Body, Soul and Spi- 
y and. nt. to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, my Crea. 
ance tor, Redeemer, and Sanctifier; covenanting and promi- 
o de ling. not in any Strength of my own, for l am very 
eu welk, but in the Strength of the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 
bit Iwill endeavour this Year to ſtand compleat in all 
þ WW te Will of God. - n 
reak 


know this is the Will of God, even my Sanctification; 
oye 
(wel 


e l 


1 


4 
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Lord gtant that this Year] may be more holy, and walk 
more cloſely than ever in all ho'y Conyerfation: J earneſſ- 
ly deſire to be filled with holy Thoughts, to be carried 


ten out in holy Affections, determined by ho'y Aims and 


dic latentions, and governed in all my Words an] Actions 
Wo þ by holy Principles. O that a golden Thread of Holineſs 
ole. 27 run through the whole Webof this Tea. 


e 


._ © andrhat wy Heart may be calarged with holy Zeal a 


t to ſerve; let. me be the Lord's only, wholly, and for « 


<A 
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I know it is the Wilt of God that I ſhould be uſek 
and by his Grace I will be ſo ; Lord, thou knowl, it 
the top of my Ambition in this World to do good, an 


do be ſerviceable to the Honour of Chriſt and the Welk 

© of precious Souls; I would fain dg good in the Pyly 
dad gogd wich my Pen; and which I earnclily "def 
* to abound more in, to do good by my common Converſ 
O that the Door of my Gpportunities may be Rill opc 


Activity for God this Fear; and that I may be through 
| £ furniſhed with Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Grace, for e 
very good Word and W 9 ＋.- xn. 
II f it be the Will of God that this Year ſhould be a Ver 
* of Affliction to me, a Tear of Sicknels, or Reproach, « 
© Loſs; if my Family ſhould be viſited, if my Libere 
© ſhould be cut ſhort, if publick Troubles ſhould arile, | 
any Calamity ſhould befal we, which I am leaſt appre 
© henfiveof now. 1 earneſtly deſire to ſubmit to the dini 
© Diſpoſal : Welcome the Holy Will of God; let me ha 
© God's Favour. and the aflurances of that, and by hi 
Grace nothing ſhall come amiſs ro ne. 
f it be the; Will of God that I ſhould finiſh my Co 
this Year, let me be found of Chriſt in Peace, and b 
the Grace of God Death ſhall be welcome to me: M 
+ Wife and Children and Relations, my Coogregain 
which is very dear to me, my Miniſtry, my Self, an 
my All, Icommit to God, Wbols! am, and whom 1 deſi 


* yer, Amen. The Lord ſay Amen to itt. 

"i 7 | 1. 1706. By Night on my Bed I endeavoure 
* to ſcek 4 im whom my. Soul loveth, and now I begin ib 
New Year. i | f 

1. Earneſtly praying for the Graces of the Ycar, wi 

© humble Subjection of Soul to the Bleſſed Spirit of God 
that I may ſome way or other emineatly honor and g 

eriſie God this Tear; that I may live this Year to better pur 
* poſe than I liv d the laſt; O that no Temptation may { 
* overtake me this Year as to overcome me. To the Col 
duct of Diyine Grace, which is I know ſufficient i 
me, I here ſolemaly refiga myſelf, my be 
1 oat 
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edions. my Will, and all the Intents of my Heart, 
v be directed into the right Way, and kept and quicken- 
in it; let me this Year receive Grace for Grace. 

"2, Paticotly waiting for the Events of the Year with 
| bumble Submiſſion to the holy Will of God; I know 
aut what the Year ſhall bring forth, but I know it ſhall 
ring forth nothing amiſs to me if God be my God in 
F Covenant ; if it bring forth Death, that I hope ſhall quite 
laiſh Sin and free me from it. Lord let thy Servant de- 
qurt in peace, according to thy Nord. I commit my Fami- 
to my Heayenly Father, to God, even my own God, 


ng $ : - 
2 - 
_ | . 
Myr „ MA 5 


pirit upon my Seed, thy Bleſſing, that Bleſſing, t 
Being of N my Offspring, that they may 
be praiſing God on Earth when Iam praiſing him in Hea- 
fen. Amen, Amen. | | 3 
He went on in this excellent Ceurſe of Communion with 
vd, and Covenanting with him from Year to Year, and 
lere is ſomething peculiar in every one, that I cannot 
uh reſtrain my ſeif from inſerting every Tranſaction 
a N Nature. The Tear following was thus entred up- 
' My own AQ and deed through the Grace of God I 
lave made it many a time, and now I make it the rf 
At of this New Year, to reſigu myſelf afreſh unto the 
Lord, not only for the Year enſuing, but for my whole 


Life and for ever. „ E 
1. To thee, O God, I give up myſelf, 10 be aſed and 
employed for thee; I defire to live no longer than I may 
do thee ſome Service; make what uſe of me theu pleaſ- 
eſt, let me obtain Mercy of the Lord, to be found 
Gligent, humble, and faithful. O that the Werk of this 
leer may be better done than that of the laſt, and wy 
ime more filled up; and that I may never grow weary 
aß well doin 3 
2. To thee; O God, I give up myſelf, to be diſpoſed 
of by thee as thou pleaſeſt; I know not what the Year 
may bring forth to me or to my Family; but welcome 
the holy Will of God, and God by his Grace make me 
ready for it; it it be the laſt Year of my Life, my <ying 
bp ; < EIT, 


Y 


'my Father's God, my Childrens God: O pour out 17 7 


| ® , << 4 1 8 * ann,, 
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© Year,” may I but finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and farey 
of this World; whatever A fflict ions may this Year be 

de, I defre none of them may move me from God: 


* 


Io his next Year's Covenant he prefixes that Sente 

4 which we have already mentioned to have been the Mo 

of his, Religious Grand- father, Judge Warburton, Chrif 

We. 's Chriftian's All ; this Me. Henry was willing to ma 

his Motto too, Chriſt is a Chriſtian's All; (he adds) and 

+ my All ; I find a ſhort Note in his Diary thus: On 

18th of Sept. 1702. Jeremy Griffith, an old Servant 

judge Harburton's, was with us, be tells us he wiired 

the Judge when he died, at Polſdon near Darking in $i 

. and that it was in Zune 1666, that à few Mina 

hefdbre he died he ſaid to his Lady, The Pain, of Death. 

| « hard, but the Sting of Death is taken out. I have late 

= * found among their Papers ſome pious Meditations of! 
SE ede e 

Haring preſned this Motto Mr. Henyy proceeds; 

{ '<-Unito thee, O Bleffed Jeſus, my only Saviour and R 

*.deemer, do I make a freſh Surrender of my whole 8 

* this Morning, Body, Soul, and Spirit; to me to lire 

Chriſt, particularly this enſuing Tear. 

All my Time, Strength and Service I devote to 
Honour of the Lord Jelus ; my Studies and all my 

niſterial Lab-urs; and even my common Actions; it 

my earneſt ExpeRation and Hope, and 1 defire it m 

be my conſtant Aim and Eadeavour, that Jeſus Chr 


meh be magnifigd'io my Body. 

la every thing wherein I have to do with God, 
© entire Dependance is upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt f Ie 
Strength and Righteouſneſs ; and whatever I do in Wo; - 


© of Deed, I deſire to do all in his Name, to make him! 5 
Alpha and omega; the Anointed of the Lord is ti 1 
* Breath of my Noſirils, through his Hand I deſire to H 


* ceive all my Comforts ; 1 have all by him, and I woll 
Te ul for olt ve 7 4907, Bore 26 © 

IIt this ſhould prove a Year of Affliction, a ſorrow 
© Year öpon any Account, I will fetch all my Supper 
and Comforts from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and flay i 


3 
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{upon him, his everlaſting n nd the gogd 
Yope 1. have in him through, Grace. 

And if. it mould be I ES Year, wy Times ad. 

py Soul are in the Hand f the cog 30 171 and with a 
humble Reliance upon his Mediation, I would venture 
do another World, looking for the bleſſed Hope; dy- 
ig as well as Living, Jeſus Chriſt wil, I truſt, be Gain 
wd Advantage to me. 

Lord, keep this always in the Imagination of the 
ht of my Heart, and cſtabliſh my Way before 
thee, 

lt is eaſie to obſerve, that theTenour of. this N 
ich runs ſo much and fo exprefly upon Chriſt in every 
uch of it, was an Enlargement upon that great Tru:h 
| Thought which is made the * to it, n is 
 Chriſhan's AI. 

8 next New. YeuDay, Fan, 1. 1708- -9. he writes 


4 


. 'The inſcribing of a double Year, Eight and Niae,, puts | 
pe in mind to look back upon the Year: paſt, which I 
have. reaſon. to do with Thavokfulneſs for the many Mer= 
tes with which God has crowen'd it, and with Sorrows 
md Shame for the many Sins with which. I have blotted 
It; and to look forward to the err now beginnings 
hich L dere to begin with God. 

My outward Concerns, as to my. Health and Safety, 
le Proſperity of my Affairs, Proviſion, tor my Family, 


tons and Friends, Comfort in my Children and Congre. 
ption, I have committed and do commit to the Con- 
ig act and Diſpoſal of God's gracious Providence, which 
depend upon to order every thing for good to me; here 
Lam, let the Lord do with me what he pleaſes, thar 
Providence I truſt ſhall ſo order every Event, as that no - 
ing ſhall. be an invincible Temptation to me, to. draw. 

de trom God and Duty in any luſtance. | 
{ The Affairs of my Soul, and all the engen * tho 
Piritual and Divine Lite, theſe I commit to the ſpe- 
cal Grace of God, which 1 truſt ſhall be ſufficient for 
ne, io Enable me to Keep 4 2 Conſcienee, to do my 


— 
_ 
— *. 
* 5 . 
F * 


the continuance of my Life, and the Lives of my Rela-. 


mme nor forſake me, 1 will ſeek 1, Precepts, O forſake 


The Year after began with the Lord's Diy, and 
Sacrament. Day, on which he has left it upon Record. 


e to the Lord, rejoycing in the Proſpe& of an Opportun 


_ + that alſo? Many of my Friends died the laft Year, p 


him it my Fruit found; nor can I bring forth Fruit un 


« oarion'wight flouriſh this Year more than ever. 
Lord ſtrengthen the Things that remain among us il 


+. 


558 | 7 IEC 
„ perſevere to the end, and to finiſh well: Lord do noth 


© nor utteriy: The Lord preſerve m̃e to. his Heatcnly K 


© Early this Morning I have afreſh reſign d myſelf 


© this Day to ratifie this Refignation at the Table of 
Lord, and to begin the Year: with that Solemnity; | 
aſfamed and ſorrowing that my Heart is ſo cold and we 
* in doing ee. | + 

1. What this Year may bring forth I know not, by 
© to that, I refer myſelf entirely to the Divine Proyiden 
let the Lord deal with me and my Family as ſeem 


+ good untorhem ; he hath deatt very graciouſly witllſj 
I have received much Good as his Hand, and it he ſbo 8 
give me any bitter Cup to drink of, ſhould I not receſ ud 


© haps this Year it may be my Turn; Faber, thy ill 
2. What I may this Year bring forth is my great C 
* what Fruit unto God; if the Lord let me does bi 1. 
* alſo in his Vineyard; he will come ſeeking Fruit, but fr 


0 ei in Chriſt: And therefore whatever Opportunith 
« I may have of doing or getting good, I depend upon 
n Grace of God to enable me 8 improve them, and to 
« the Works of the Year in the Year. I depend upon 


_ * Grace to enable me to go on with my preſent Servi g ; 


© both in my Study and in my Miniſterial Work; and iure 
© ſhould be called out to any Duties or Sufferings unf 
© ſeen, I depend upon the Grace of God to ſtrengthen! 
for them, and in every thing to guide my Way. Ot 
my Children may live before God; O that the Con 


— 
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iter I The Year following, viz. 17 f f. be thus addrefſes him- 
voth 


d his All to him OC | FS oh 
Finding my God ſtill gracious, but my own Heart ſt ill 
treacherous, I deſire this Morning early, the beginning 
of the New Year, to devote my leif afreih unto the Lord. 


rtunfervice this Year than J did the laſt, and thin I have 
of one an y Year yet, that the longer I live, the better 1 


My de. I 1 13 
What Work T have to do for thee this Year, O my 


, by or it, and to work all my Works in me; particularly 
1dend o aſliſt me in the great Work of my Expoſriions, that 1 
ea write nothing that is frivolous or foreign, nothing 


that is fooliſh or flat, that may give juſt Offence, or lead 

ts any Miſta kes; but that all may be clear and pertinent 

ud affecting; that 1 my find out genuine Expoſitions, 
pit 


uſeful Obſervations, profitable Matter, aud acceptable 


depend upon the Grace of God to ſanctifie them to me, 
ad to enable me to bear them like a Chriſtian, and to 
, Go 
Whatever my Temptations may be, I depend upon 
Divine Grace to diſcover them to me, to arm me againſt. 
tem, and to fave me from being oyercome by tbem. 
The great Care of this Year which I foreſee, concern - 
g my Invitation to Hackney, I caſt upon God, as I 
are done many a time, depending upon him to iſſue it 
r the beſt, cither to lead me on in it or bring me off 
bm it; which will be moſt for his Glory, and with 


4 


ervic 
nd if 
unfol 
hen f 


een and Reputation to myſelf. 
ae And it this. ſhould de my dying Year, 25 pethaps it 
; end upon the Grace of God to make me rea. 


| Peace, without Spot and blameleſs. Amen 


0 Lord, truly 1 am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, and 
| earneſtly defire that I may do thee more and better 


God, I depend upon thy Grace throughly to furniſh me 


Words, if it ſhall pleaſe God to ſpare me to go on with. 
What Troubles and Afflictions may befal me this Tear, 


Nor another World, and to receive me to Glory, that 
when erer my Lord ſhall come, I may be found of him 


to God in the anaiyerſary Conſecration of himſelf 
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is next New Year's-Day found him removed to Hat 
ney, 1743» and there he went on in the ſame way of w 


*. 
£ 


very bumble: to keep up in me always a humble Senſe 1 
my own Unworthineſs, Weakneſs,. and many Follies at 
* Infirmitics, and a humble dependance upon the Lord 
« ſus Chriſt, as all in all, both for Righteouſneſs a 


Reflecting with Thankfulnels upon the many Merd 
af the Lear paſt, a good Meaſure of Health, not abo 
: Fouror five Fits of the Stone in the whole Year; Hel 


ting on the Lord, und walking cloſely with him, and b 
* the Year with this ſolemn Act of Self. Dedication | 
1 : ane e 


FEES, Firmly'tclieving, that my Times are in God's Haul. 
I here ſubmit myſelf and all my Aﬀiirs for the env if. © 

* Year, to the wiſe and gracious Diſpoſal ot the D fi 
Providence; whether God appoint for me Health WM a 
* Sickneſs, Peace or Trouble, Comtorts or C:ofles, Life I it 
Death, his holy Will be done. r 
. * Believing that my Heart is in God's Hand, this pre 
© ous Soul of mine I commit to the Cenduct of the n 
vine Grace, and ſubmit to the Influences and Operatio F. 
of the bleſſed Spirit, to be wrought up to a ContormifM* Y 
to the Will of God in every thing; I. depend upon i: 
to give me a wiſe and an underſtanding. Heart for 1 F: 
© the Services I may be called out unto, and from him Si 
hope to obtain Mercy to be found faithful. WM'mn 
The Sphere of my Uſefulneſs is much enlarged; O M Y 
my Heart may be propotionahly cnlarged; and as ti dc 
* Day is, fo let rhe Wiſdom and Strength and Grace H dj 


-* Temptations to ſpiritual Pride are many, O that the Gra vi 


of God may be ſufficient for me, to keep me humb . no 


„„ WG ORR .. 
Mr. Henry lived but to fee one other New-Ycar'sD 
before he exchanged Time for Eternity; that dying Ye 
that he had fo long been looking for, ' ſo often ſpeaking 4 
and fo ſeriouſly providing for, laying upa ſtock of Pra) 
and committing his precious Soul with ſo much ſolemi 
ty to Chriſt againſt that time; it was now come, and 
the beginnjng of it. Fan. 1. 1714. he makes the laſt: 
nual Surrender of himſelf to God iu theſe Terms: © 


4 wa * 
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in my Family. Encouragement in my Miniſtry, both in 
the Congregation here and at London, the Comforts of 
f my Journey to . Cheſter, the. happy | Settlement of the 
2d b Congregation there, the Continuance of the publick Tran- 
on MF! quiity; and I truſt through Grace, ſome ſweet Com- 
munion with God in his Ordinances, and ſome Progreſs. 

Hau Heaven wards, and my Work pleaſant to mes + 
nu Reflecting with Sorrow and Shame upon my mani- 
Divide foid Defects, and ſhort Comings in holy Duties; and 
th at other times inward Impreſſions, not always anſwer- 
ite ing outward Expreſſions; having begg d for Pardon in 
the Blood of Chriſ 1% ao 159d e on 
* I this Morning renew the Dedication of myſelf. to God, 
emy own ſelf, my whole (elf, Body, Soul and Spirits 
ratio Father, I give thee my Heart, uſe me for thy Glory this 
ormifi} Year, employ me in thy Service, fit me for thy Will , it 
n Git thould be 4 Year of Sickneſs and Pain, if a Year cf 
' Family Affliction, if a Tear of Publick Trouble, if of 
Silencing and Suffering, Bonds and Baniſhment, if it de 
ny dying Year, welcome the holy Will of God; if a 
Nur of continued Health, Peace and Liberty, Lord 1 
deſire to be buſy in the Improvement of it, both in Stu- 
dying and Preaching in an entice Dependance upon di- 
ye Grace, without which I am nothing and can do 
nothing. l „ 1 8 i 
This was his laſt New-Year's-day, and this the ſolemn 
Tran ſaction that paſs'd that Day very early in the Morn- 
ug between God and his own Soul; when this was done, 
ie preached that Day a Sermon to young People, from 
trov, xxiii. 26. My Son. give me thy Heart; on the men- 
r' Dloning whereof in his Diary, he affectionately adds, 
g 1e Blefied Lord take my Heart, ſuch as it is, and make it 
ing i fuch as it ſhould be; afterwards he read the Life of 
rayedOtze Keverend Mr. Troſſe of Exon, which he obſerves to be 
lemi: Wonder of the Freeneſs and of the Power of the Grace 


and Wot God in Chriſt, 1 

laſt a8 This large Account I have given of Mr. Henry's fre- 
"Went and ſolemn Covenanting with God, I need not ask 

the Reader's Pardon for ; it any Part ot this Narrative 

le acceptable and uſeful, I promiſe myſelf it will be this: 
: * Y What 


Whit Impreſſions it may make upon thoſe that read it 

know not; what Impreflions- it has made upon my own 
Mind in writing it, 1 know and feel; God grant they 
man be egal aud zbidinggg .. 
I have mentioned theſe ſecret Workings of Mr. Henry; 
Soul towards God, both in Prayer, Obſervation, Refle- 
&ion and Self. dedication, as thoſe proper and excellent 
Means, which he conſtantly uſed, to keep a holy Zeal for 


God, and Activity and unwearied Diligence in his Ser. 


vice. To have ſich Memorials always lying between Goc 
aud his own Soul, muſt needs keep him cloſe to Duty, 
and make him lively and zealous in Duty; and that they 
Had this good Effect, the Tenour of his exemplary Life has 
fully demonſtrated, and thereby recommended it to us all, 
that if we would approve ourſelves good and faithful Ser. 
vants, we'ſhould go and do likewiſe. | 
I have a great deal of reaſon to believe, that theſe ſecret 


Memeirs were never deſigned by Mr. Henry to be made 


ick; the Matter of them, and the Manner in which 
e has written them down, make it very evident they were 


only to be Witneſſes betwixt God and his Soul; and ſome 
may be ready to blame me, as having treſpaſſed too much 
upon theſe religious Privacies of my dear deceaſed Friend; 
but the apparent Tendency they have to excite and quic- 


ken us all to greater Spirituality and Diligence in Duty, 


is à Confideration that has oyer-ruled every thing elſe 


with me, and I think it ought to do ſo. 
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His Removal from Cheſter to Hackney ; . his 
great Acceptation, Induſtry and Succeſs there, 
and in the City and Suburbs of London; his 

laſt Journey to Cheſter; his Death and Bus 


rial. 


W* are now come to take a view of Mr. Henry ia N 
the laſt Part of his Life, from his Removal from 
Cheſter, where he lived about Twenty five Fears, to his 3 
Removal out of this World, after he had ſpent a little mort 
um tw Years at Hackney. nn . 1 
2 Theſe laſt, Years of his Life, tho” few; produced various 
hich Occurrences, which were Matter of great Concern and Al 
vere WY Thoughtfulneſs to him, and none ſo much as his leaving 
ome Bl Chefter 3 which though at length he was ſatisfied" it waz fi 
uch for him to do, yet it was with great Difficuky to Himſelf, 
nd ; Nu well as to his People there, that he determined it. 
uc: As no Miniſter that J know was ever more eſteemed and 
ut), loved by his People, fo I believe they muſt themſelves 
elle on, few Miniſters ever gave their People more full Proof 
of his Love and Faithfulneſs to them: I have already oh. 
| ſerved that he had not been once abſent from them on their 
Monthly Sacrament, for Twenty four Years, which is in- 
deed a yery extraordinary Inftance both of God's Pro- 
wn Care over him, and his Paſtoral Care over the 
Tho Mr. Henry had li ved in London beſore his coming to 
Chefier, and had contracted there a very honourable Ac- 
quaintance, and had an Invitation before he left London to 
haye ſettled there, as has been already mentioned; yet hs 
was ſo far from hankering after the Adyantages of that 
Place, that for eleven Years after he fixed at Cheſter, ge 
never. ſo much as took a Journey to London, to vilit his 


P. Relations and Friends ery! ; the firſt Journey of this fort 


\ 's \ 
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was in May, 1698, and this he did not undertake without 

duc Concern and Cotfideration, 77 1) 8 
A few Days before he ſet forward, 1 find him calling 
ſome of his Friends together, to recommend that inten. 
ded Jqurney to God in Prayer; and as his own Words 
= - are, Bleſſing God that we are not forced from home, 
Ml nor going to follow a roving Fancy, or to ſeek our For. Ml th 
| tune; and the Day after, when ſeveral of his kind end on 
| tear Friends had been taking Leave of him, he writes, M to 
| © Had I not now lajd myſelf under e to go Hi 
ö P . $5 . 
= on with this Journey, my Heart would have failed me, m 
| purely out of a Lothneſs to be ſo long abſent from my 6G 
= © Family and Flock. I NT We e 
| Ile ſet out from Cheſter on Monday the zd of May, ¶ ve 
| with theſe Thoughts, as expreſs'd in his Diary, © I an Ml Cl 
| now fetting out for my Journey in Health, but I know M 
* not what a Day, much leſs what a Month may bring M hi 
© forth, I defire to ſtand compleat in all the Will of God; o; 
it is much my Comfort now I am going his Jourucy, M. 
that I can in Fiith delire God to go along with me, M ca 
and it is my earneſt Defre that I may have his Pre- Sa 
That Day he preached at Nantwich, from Matt. v. 25. th 
and went on in the Evening to Newcaſtle, and the next 
Morning preached there to a numerous and attentive Au- T 
ditory, from Matt. xxii. 3. and went from thence to Lich- M 4; 
Feld that Night, and the next Morning from Lich. ter 
Feld to Sutton Coleteld, a Place which he was the more WW in 
' > willing to ſee for the fake, of the eminent Mr. 4» 43 
thony Burgeſſe, who had laboured fo much amerg them, MW 7+ 
© Here he met ſome Miniſters: from Birmingham and 
from Coventry, who had been employed the Day before at M ve 
3 Birmingham in the Ordination of Mr. Letherlaud, Mr. Ir-- pl 
monger and Mr. Carver, à good Day's Service to the M en 
© Thyrch of God and here MF: Hemy writes, * I'was fur- i 
© prized with the Requeſt of Mr. T. and thoſe with him, MW 
that f would preach a Sermon to them at the Meeting: pe 
© Houſe at Seren Colefield, but God graciouſly aſſiſted me ot 
io peak a Word in Seafon, from Ffal. xxii. 30. 4 Seed 
Fell ſerve him, aud it ſcall be accounted 70 the Lord 
EEE £2 — — | 
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Mr. MATTHEW Hengy. 245 


for a Generation ; we dined in the ſame Town, wih 


1ling WM Mr. Stenbenſon, a Gentleman who had been High · She · 
ntcn. i * riff of the County the Year before, and entertained us 
ome, The fame Night he went forwards to Coventry, having 
For- thus preached for three Days together while he was up*- 
dend on his Journey; his Friend Mr. T. went along with him 
rites, to London, the Journey. was ſafe and comfortable; Mr. 
go Henry has inſerted in his Diary the Pleaſure he had in 
me, Wl making a ſhort, viſit at St. Albans to the Reverend Mr. 
my Grew, Nephew to Dr, Grew, of whom he truly obſerves, 


that he was a grave, ſerious Man, entertained us with F 
May, WM very good Diſcourſe, and ſhewed us many Mathematical | 
am Wl Curiotities. - of 153551adh 1:54 2 
0% He has obſerved, that many of the Country Miniſters 
ring hippened at this Time to meet at London, Mr. Owen from 
"od ; WH obere, Mr. Finch from Norwich, Mr, Porter, of Alcaſter 
ney, Mr. Ileny Chandler, and that Mr. Boyſe fr oni Ireland 
me, came to Town the Night before; he expreſſes a very great 
re- Satisfaction in ſeeing and heariog both the Miniſters that 
| 15 in London, and thoſe that were then proyideatially 
25. there. : 1 | | | | 3 
ext His firſt Service he thought due to his old Friend and 
Au- Tutor, Mr. Doolirtle; there he preached on the Lord's- 
iche day Morning. to a very great Auditory ; and in the Af- 
ih. ternoon at Mr. ,Ouick's, with whom he ſpent the Eyen- 
orc ing; in his Diary has left this Note, I have not been in 
1 any Pulpit on a Lor ds. day, but my own and my Fathers, 
m. theſe ten Years till to Day. cr: tf and 
Ind He preached almoſt every Day, and his Preaching was 
very much taken notice of, and followed from Place to 
7e. Place, eſpecially a Sermon he preached at a Faſt kept at the 
the excellent Mr. How's, from Ads xxvili. 22. A Sect every IM 
ur- where ſpoken againſt ; he complains of himſelf, and the _ 
m, Diſcompoſure he was under at that time, but no one elle ; 
ge perceived it, the Diſcourſe gave univerſal Satisfaction; be "WM 
ne obſerves, that he had ſweet Communion. with Ggd-ia 
10 joining with Mr. Showers that Day in Prayer. Aft this 
Ar. Heney's Name, that had not before been unknown in if 
ndon, was better knowa and more eſteemed and remem- 


- bred than ever. LOW: TAE 


— 


* The next Year God called up the learned and every 44 
way excellent Dr. Bates to the Spirits of Juſt Men made the 
perfect; Hackney had for many Years been happy in his Ha 

| _ Miniſtry ; thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd Church envy d the Dir. £5: 

| ſenters the Honour of having one among them, that MW the 

9 would have filled and adorned the beſt of their Epiſco- Ml Ch 

pal Secs. Upon his Death, the firſt Perſon that waz MW Mr 
thought fit to ſucceed him, was Mr. Matthew Henry; it ¶ ur 
was unanimouſly agreed, that an Invitation ſhould be gi. ni. 
ven him, and Mr. Shower was deſired to prepare him br 

it by a Letter, which he did; urging him with great Af. Tb 
fection and Reſpect to hearken to it; he returned his An- ane 
ſwer to Mr. Shower the very next Poſt, in which he Mt! 
wholly declined it, and deſired no further Solliciation Ml * 7 

might be made to him about it; and in his Diary he a-M* | 

= vers, That the Streſs of his Refuſal was truly hid upon : 

5 his great Affection for the People at Cheſter, 

The Congregation at Hackney did not immediately de- 
nit from what their Hearts were much ſet upon, but il © 
themiclyes ſent up a Letter of Invitation in very preſſin 

Terms, which in a few Days time Mr, Naly anfieered 
'*with great ReſpeR, bat plainly and fully in the Negative, 
- . *which I think put an End to all further Tmportunity on 
their Part; God provided well far them; Mr. Billio, a 
very prudent pions Man, of great Humility and good Tem - 
per, and a very profitable Preacher, was peaceably cho- 
ien, and libed about thirteen Years with them in great 
- Vlefulneis and Comfort. LA HY 

There was now no Vacancy in any conſiderable Con- 
| gregation in London, but the People had their Eye and 
Here upon Mr. Henry: In the Year 1702. May the gth, 
I find this Note in” bis Diary; © Having this Day Mr, 
 ® Narhawel Taylor's Book againſt Dr, Sherlock, I immedi- 
© ately received a Letter from Sir Henry Aſburſt, that Mr. 
©. Taylor was dead, it has much ſurprized and affected me; 
be w:s a Man of great Worth, Wit and Courage, not 
much elder than myſelf ; on the 21ſt of June, I received 
and read Mr. Shower's Sermon on Mr. Nathaniel Tay: 

al which is very affecting. 


WP. 
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Mr. MxrTiew HENRY. 247 
The peremptory Refuſal that Mr. Henry had. given to 
the Congregation A Hackney, diſcouraged that ol Saller 25 
Hall from making any Attempts of that Nature. and Mr. 
Chorley. of Norwich was choſen, but he declined it; and 
there being ſtill ſome Diſputes among them about the 
Choice et. another, it was propoſed to them, to give 
Mr, Henry an Invitation; and accordingly” Letters were 
written to him by Mr, How, Mr. Williams and Dr. Ha- 
nilton, urging this among other Arguments, That there 
being ſome Conteſts, both Sides would agree in him. 
Theſe Letters gave Mr. Henry many ſerious Thoughts, 
and ſome uneaiy ones; on the 6th of October he writes, 
have had a Letter to Day from Mr. How; Mr. Williams 
and Dr. Hamilton. about my Invitation to Salter; Hall. 
deſire to know the Mind of God; had we an Oracle 
to conſult, I could refer to the divine Determination 
' with ſo great an Indifferency, that if it were referred 
' to me, I would refer it back to God again. 
On the r2th of the ſame Month, thus: Ehis Dip 


together, ro deſire me that I would not leave them; 
ive, MI © I iſſured them I had once and again given a Denial to 
on this Invitation, that I could not 21 might happen 
„2 bereafter, but that it was my preſent Purpoſe not to 
noc © 1 © | 
ho- In his review of this Tear, which according to his 
cat Manner he made at the End of it, he has this Remark = 
| © The moſt confiderable Occurrence of this Year, as to- 
* myſelf, has been my Invitation to the Congregation at 
Salter Hall, which was a Surprize to me; I begg'd of 
God to keep me from being lifted up with Pride by it 
I ſought of God a right Way; had I conſulted either 
my own Fancy, which had always a Kindneſs for Lon- 
don ever fince Iknew it, or the worldly Advantage of 
© my Family, I had cloſed with it, and I was ſometimes 
' tempted to think it might open me a Door of greater 
_ © Uſefulneſs ; and tho? I think. Miniſters married to their 
% * Miniſtry, yet I cannot ſee any Scripture-ground to- 
think they are married to their People; I had alſo rea- 
ſon to. think. that Mr. John Evans might have 2 I 


about a dozen of our Congregation have been with me 


home and abroad, our powerful Protector, and bountiful 


* 
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had here, and might have been more acceptable to ſore, 
and more uſeful than T ; but I had not Courage to break 


through the Oppoſiticn of the AﬀeRions of my Friends 
here to me,. and mine ovyn to them, nor to venture upon 


* a new and unknown Place and Work, which I feared 
< myſelf unfit for. It has been look*d upon as the Hy 
nour of Miniſters to continue in the fame Place, not. 
- withſtanding Temptations to remove; I blefs God I am 


well ſatisfied in what I did in that Matter, tho' it was 


* once and _— a ſudden Reſolve ; if ever it pleaſes God 
to call me from this Place, I depend upon him to make 
t my Way clear; Lord lead me in a plain Path. | 

In the Tear 1704, Mr. Henry took another Journey to 
London, and Mrs. Henry with him; her two Siſters were 
then in Town, and the eldeſt under great and threat. 


ning Indiſpofitions. which was the occaſion of their com- 
ing up; many of his Friends and Brethren long' d to ſee 
him, and ſome of them ſent him word ſo; on the 14th 


of February he writes, I have this Day received a Letter 
from Mr. T. earneſtly inviting me to make a Journey to 
London this Spring, which confirms my Purpoſe of ir, 
© and more becauſe laſt Night in Prayer J particularly ut. 
tered the Matter before the Lord. On the 31ſt of 
Marth: We ſought the Lord by ſolemn Prayer for his 
Preſence with us in our Journey, and I truſt we hall 
* have an Anſwer of Prayer. 

On April 3, they began their Journey, Mr. Henry's Note 
in his Papers is, We took leave of many of our Friends, 
and committed our ſelves and ours to God; this is but 
* a ſmall Joerney compared with what many are com- 


peil'd to make in Buſineſs, War, or the like; but it 


«ſeems great to us, who abide ſo much by the Stuff; we 
* have reaſon with Zebulon, to rejoice in our Tents, as wel 
* as others in their Geing-out. | 

On the 6th near Northampton, they were in ſome Nan- 
ger by the extream Badneſs of the Ways; the Harrington 


Coach that was with them was laid faſt; But, fays he, 


our God is the God of the Hills, and of the Vallies, at 
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* eaſy to leave an Inn, why ſhould it not be eafy to leave 
this World, which is but an lun to go to our Home, ou 
« Father's Houſe ? The Troubles of Traveiling exercite 


our Patience and Submiſſion to God's Will; by Submit 
ſion in leſſer Things we learn it in greater; hut they 
*« alſo give us to experience the Goodne:s of God in our 


* Preſervation, and encourage us to hope in that Goodneſs 


* in our Journey for Heaven. LY 
On the $th from Dunſtable ſafe and well to London, 


249 


On the 5th we ſet out early from Northampton; it 4s 


our going out and coming in preſerved ; the next Day _ 


« being the Lord's. day, I heard Mr. How in the Morning. 


from Fude 21. Looking for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus 


6 ſaid in the cloſe of the Sermon, I world deal for your 
Souls as for my own, and for myſelf; I declare before you 


« Chriſt for eternal Life. 


In the afternoon of the ſame Day, Mr. Henry preached 
at Salter's Hall, trom Prov. xvi. 16. How much better is 


all. I depend purely upon the Mercy of our Lord Feſus _ 


it to get Wiſdom than Gold? After Mr, Henry had vitited _ 
many Frien is, preached many Sermons, and aſſiſted a- ſe- 


yeral Faſts, he re:urned home by the Months End, very 
welcome to his Friends at Cheſter, and moſt affection- 
ately remembred by hs Friends at London. * 


Some few Years before this, the Congregation at Cheſter 


had built a new Meeting-Houſe very decent and com- 


modious; and in the Year 1706, Mr. Jonathan Harvey, 


who had for ſome Time kept up the leſſer Meeting which 


« Chrift unto eternal Life; and muft never forget what he 


was his Father's, now finding himſelf declining imhis Health, 


and meeting with ſome Difficulties about the Place of Wor- 
ſhip, thought fit to deuſt from Preaching in Chefler ; upon 
which the greateſt Part of his Congregation fell in with 
Mr. Henry, and made a conſiderable Addition to him, in- 
ſomuch that the next Year they were obliged to build a 
Gallery; and now they were above 350 Communicantss 
and had much Comfort and Unanimity among them, for 
which he expreſſes his great Thankfulneſs to God, 


. In the Vear 1708, died the eminently learned and up- ; 
man. Fei 


right, and every way valuable, Mr. Jen Spadi 


* 
s | 
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rr 
low Labourer. with the Reverend Mr, How; who knew 
How to prize him; upon the firſt Notice Mr. Henry had of 
his Death, which was in the Month of September, he ex- 
2 a oy great. Senſe of the Loſs the Church of God, 
ſuſtained and that Congregaticn in the Death of ſuch 

| Men as. Mr. How and Mr. Spademan, and cries, Help Lord, 
| for the Standard. bearers fail; thoſe fem learned Men we have, 


God: is removing, what will he do with us* 
On the 18th of February, 1709, Mr. Henry received a 
Leiter from London, that the Congregation, late Mr. Hows, 
had choſen him to ſucceed Mr. Spademan, and to be Co. 
paſtor with Mr. Ro/ewell; and on the 21ſt he had a-Let- 
ter from the Congregation, and an lutimation given that 
 Jome of them deſigned to come down to Cheſter; this was 
followed with many other Letters fram Miniſters and Gen- 
tlemen, to preſs: his Acceptance of this Call, from the Ar- 
gument of the greater good of the Church of God. 

Theſe importunate Applications from fo many Hands, 
zave him a great deal of Concern. and Trouble; he always 
ee the Propoſal, and declined it, he deſired that 
none of them would by any Means give themſelves the 
Trouble of a Journey to Cheſter; his Friends there ſhewed 
a very tender Concern at the mention of his Remove, which. 
he has put a ſpecial Remark upon, and bleſſes God for his 
Intereſt in their Love, and yet he owns he was ſomtimes 
in Suſpenſe; and on the 26th of March: he ſays, This 
*. Day I wrote to Mr. Roſewell's Congregation, to deſire 
© them to acquieſce in my purpoſe to continue here; my 
Kindes for e and People herein, prevails above 

*- my. Judgment, Intereſt and Inclinati on. SY 
Letters paſi'd for ſome Months between London and: 
Chefter about this Affair, but. Mr. Henry could not prevail 
with himſelf at that Time to bre: K through the Importu- 
nity of his: Friends at Cheſter, and at length God provid- 
ed well for the Congregation at Siluer. Sreet from another 


uarter. 5 
| 8 But theſe many Invitations that Mr, Henry had to Lon. 
dun ſeemed to intimate, that he was one time or other to. 
de removed thicher z and in the next Year, 1710, about 
* 7, as. gain invited to the Congregation at 

=... ia Hackney, 
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to me they would wait till then. : 


7 A | i . 5 7 1 > 7 
Hackney, upon the much lamented Death of good Mr. BV 
tio; a very particular Account of that Tranſaction, and 


bis Determination upon it, I ſhall give you under his own. 


Hand in two Papers. 5 
One was written in 1711 at Cheſter; and: gives: ustHe: 

Narrative of his Invitation and his Thoughts and Purpoſes 

upon it thus: „ n 1 2 
About Midſummer, 1710, I had a Letter from the 


1 Congregation at Hackney, ſignifyiug to me, that they- 


had unanimouſly-choſen me to be their Miniſter, in-the: 
© Room of Mr. Billio, who was lately dead of the Small- 
Fox, and to deſire that I would accept their Invitation; 
jn proſecution of which they told me, I ſtiould find theme 


as the importunate Widow, that would have no Ny z., 
© Leyeral times denied them; at length they wrote to me- 
that ſome of them would come down hither 3. to pre- 


« prevent which, I being not unwilling to take a London 


<: wrote them-word I: would come up to them, and did fo; 
in the middle of Fuly, but was down again before the: 


the Tem ptation, by encreaſing my Acquaintance-in: the- 


. City. 


6. They followed me after l came down with Letters co 
me and to the Congregation; in October I wrote to them, 


that if they wonld ſtay for me till next Spring (which: 


J was in hopes they would not have done) I would come: 
up and make a longer Stay for mutual trial; they-wrote- 


Ia May, 1711, I went to them, and ſtayed til the end 


*- of Fuly, and before I parted with them,, ſignified to» 
» them iny Acceptance. of their Invitation, and my pur 


©: poſe to Some to them, God willing, the Spriag following. 


<- ' The Miniſters there had many of them given t under- | 


their Hands, that they thought it adviſeable, and for- 
greater Good and a more extenfive: Uſefulneſs; that: Ii 
* ſhould remove to-Hackney, 40S $4.8 

However. I was-determined to deny them at Hacks: 


*- ney, and had denyed them, but that Me. Gunfen Mr.. 
Smith. and. ſom e. others came. tome 
e ; 2 


? 
{1 
* *begg'd! Ml 
: oo. 
. b = N 
2 : l " at _ 
* g x 
þ ; 7 4 
£ vt 
: . . * 


from Landen, and 


© 0 
n — 
. | 2 ; 
8 ko 
* 82 


+ y 
IM « . 
* 424 4 1 


W. MarTTuew HEN RV. 25 


7 


3 4 


ö Journey in the Interval berween my 3d and 4th Vol. N | |; 


« firſt Lord's-Day-in Auguſt; then I laid myſelf-open to. 


ad. ; * 


f 


£ 
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! 
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A begg d of me, for the fake of the Public k, that I would MW thi 
not deny them, which was the Thing that turned the Wh cb 
Saales; I. never had been, till this Journey, ſo much as Wo: 
ET firſt Lords-day of the Month out of Cheſter ſince bee 
cams to it, Twenty four Fears ago | 
By this Determination I have brought upon myſeit Ml © 
* mere Grief and Care and Concern than I cauld haye but 
| +4 imagines, and have many a time wiſhed it undone again; Win 
but having opened my Mouth, I could not go back. I gre 
did with the uimoſt impartiality (if I know any thing i. 
« of myſelf) beg af God to incline my Heart that way ti 
which would be moſt for his Glory, and L truſt I have ide 
a good Cenſcience, willing to be found in the Way of N cii 
my Duty; wherein J have dene amiſs the Lord forgive ¶ but 
me for Jeſus- lake, and make this Change concerning Mot 
* the Congregation,” to Work for Good to it. 
Ther othe Paper was written at Hackney, Fu 13, fes 
17, and contains the Reaſons. of his Remove, thus: for 
Having this Morning (as often, very often before) beg- Dr. 
aged of God to give me Wiſdom, Sincerity and Humility, WW bo 
and to direct my Thoughts and Counſels now this im- bre 
portant Affair muſt at laſt be determined, I think it F 
meet, having before ſet down the Reaſons for my conti. wn 
nuing at Cheſter, now to ſet down the Reaſons which W* « 
may induce. we io accept this Invitation to Hackney, that We 
dit may be a Satisfaction to me afterwards, to review bert 
upon what Grounds I went, and may be. a Teſtimony the! 
for me, that I did not do it raſhly. © | 
. 1 am abundantly ſatisfied that it is. Lawf for M- uin 
* ** niſters to Remove, aud in many Caſes. highly expedient ber 
and neceſſary to the edifying of the Church; and this of | 
not only for the avoiding of Evil, as in the Calc of Per- 4 
- © ſecution, Which can be a Reaſon no longer than while any 
the Perſecution laſts, or of the uncomtortable Diſpo- bore 
.« ſition of the People, but for the attaining of a greater the 
Good, and the putting of a Miniſter into « larger Sphere r 
 * of Uſefulneſs; this has always been my Judgment ac- Pro 
= -* cording-to the Word of God, and I have practiſed ac- Wit 
=_— *:cordingly,” in being often active to remove: other Mini- cen 
ani atterwards had Satisfaction in: Aud 
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od this has been the Judgment of the Congregation at | 

he WW Chefer, between whom and their Miniſters there have 

as Wayer been thoſe ſolemn mutual Engigemen:s-that have 

been between ſome other Miniſters and their Cosgrega- : 

| ons, nor any Bond tut that of Loy e. : 

eit WM * 2. My Invitation to Hackney is not only unꝛnimous, : 

ye but very preſſing and importunate, and the People here | 

on; Win waiting ſo long for my Determination, and in the | 
1 Wercat Affection and Reſpect they have ſhewed-to my | 
ng WVliciſtry ſince I came among them, have given the moſt | 
iy WW fiisfying Proof of the Sincerity and Zeal of their In- 1 
ve Mriation; and upon many Weeks Trial, I do not per- 1 
of cive any thing in the Congregation that is diſcouraging, | | 
ve but every thing that promiteth to make a Miniſter's Life | | 
12 both comfortable and uſeful. | RE WIE | 

3. There ſeems te be ſomething of an Intimation of 

3, Povidence in the many Calls I have had this Way be- lf 
£ fore, and particularlyto this Place, upon the Death of | 
br. Bates, though I never either directiy or indirectiy | 
„ boght them, but on the contrary did what I could to | 
\- Whrcycat them, and this particularly. | TT i 


it © 4 There is manifeſtly a much wider Door of Oppor- | 
js unity to do Good opened to me here at London, than is 1 
h it Cheſter, in reſpect to the Frequency and Variety oß 
t Week · day Occaſions ot Preaching, and the great Num- 1 
v ters of the Auditors; the Proſpect I have of improving | 
y qa? ee and doing good to Souls thereby, i. 

| co 


s the main [nducement-to me to think of remo- 


ring hither 3 and what I have ſeen while I have been 
bere now, has very much encouraged my ExpeRations | 
' 5. In drawingup and publiſhing my EZxpoſerions, and = 
any other of my Endeavours for the Fublick Service, I | | 


breſee it will be a great Convenience to me to be near: 
the Preſs, and to have the Inſpection of it, and alſo to 
have Books at hand that I may have occaſion for in the 1 
Proſecution ot my Studies, and learned Men to converſe | \ 
with for my own Improvement in Knowledge, andto i 

conſult with upon any Difficulty that.may occur. 
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and t tons under other Miniſters, that they have flouriſhed eren 
Hear more than ever they had done before. ö 
> bot © 9+ Tho: the People at Cheſfer are a moſt loving Peg- 

| guid pie, and many of them have had, and have an exceeding: 
Then value for me and my Miniſtry, yet I have not been with. 
ſo oi out my Diſcouragements there, and thoſe ſuch as have: 
r fu tempted me to think that my Work in that Place has 
ng m been in 2 great Meaſure done; many that have been 
that Wh catechiz d with us, and many that have been long Com- 
10kinF municants with us, have left us, and. very few have been 
ong i added to us. | e 

e bee 10. Whereas I have been thought to have been uſeful. 
| hay in the Country by my Preaching, as God has enabled. 
n tO” me ia many Places about; I have now reaſon to think. 
that though I ſhould continue at Cheſter, I ſhould be: 
a fi quite taken off from that Part of my Work, having 
d mi found as I came up, and once before, that riding long 
unde fourneys and Preaching brought an Illaeſs upon me 
to r which I was never till the laſt Winter viſited wyich ſo. 
that my Service would be-confined wholly within the 
Walls of Chefter; whereas here, by divine Aſſiſtance, 1 
"might do a great deal of Work of that kind without 
chat Toil and Peril. N 


beef 11. The Congregation at Chefler, tho it cannot be- 
ept expected they ſhou'd conſent to part with a Miniſter they. 


have fo long had a Satisfaction in, yet have been-pleaſed: 
nco under their Hands to leave it to my own Conſcience 
and Affection; now as to my own Conſcience, upon a. 
long and ſerious Conſideration of the Matter, (and if 
[know my own. Heart, an impartial one) and after 
many Prayers to God for Direction, I. am fully ſatisfied 
that I may lawfully.remoye,. and that there is a Proſpe&- 
' of my being more uſeful if I do remove, and therefore 
vit is expedient that I ſhould ; and as to my AﬀeRions,, 
though they are very pot. towards Cheſter, yet I think. 
they ovght to be over-rulted by my Judgment. 
Notwithſtanding: all this Caution: with which Mr. Hepe- 
had proceeded, and all the Reaſons upon which he had _ 
etermined this Affair, his Removal form Cheſter proved 
i very hard Task to him, and prefied W 
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every ſad Day, O that by the Sadneſs of their Count 


- Sis uſual Hour of beginaing Publick Worſh: p, and tho 
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beyond Meaſure ; the Day before he left that Place | 
the Lord's-day, May 11, 1712, on which he writes, 


nances and mine, our Hearts may be made better; 
expounded the laſt Chapter ot Joſhus in the Mornin 
and the laſt of Matthew in the Afternoon, and preèache 
from 1. Theſ. ive 17, 18. le . be for ever with. 
Tord, wherefore comfort one another with theſe Wir, 
I ſce-I' have been unkind to the Congregation w 
On the 12th, in much Heavineſs I ſet out in t 
Coach for London, not knowing the Things that ſhall bt 
fal me there; on the 15th we came to London, lodg'd ; 
Mrs. Scots, kind y entertained my Brother Hilton wit 
me; but Lord am I in my Way? I look back with So 
row for leaving Chefter, I look forward with Fear, b 
unto thee, O Lord, do I loo wh. © 
Oa the 18th, which was the Lord's day, he began h 
ſtated Paſtoral Work at Hackney ; in the Morning he en 


pounded the iſt of Geneſis, in the Afternoon the iſtof Ma 
thew, beginning the World as it were anew, and preacheſ , > 
-trom Ad, xvi. 9. Come, over to Macedonia and help us or 
on which he writes, An encouraging Auditory, O th thric 

our 


Good may be done to precious Souls! but I am ſa 
46 in Spirit, lamenting my Departure from my Friends | but 
'*. Cheſter 3 and yet if they be well provided for 1 fa le 
« 5 eaſy, whateyer Diſcouxagements I may meet wit 
here. 1 ” . 34 cat i. 57 

Illis Lord's days Work he managed at Hackney in th ud 
fame Method as he had done at Chefter, only that inſtezd i e 
of beginning with the 100 Pſalm, he begun with a ſhor 
Prayer; for the reſt the Order was the jame, and I mu * 
refer the Reader to the Account of it that has been al. ei 
S Tho”, his natural Strength was abate), and Niſtemper: me 
growing upon him; yet he abated nothing of his wontcd me 
Teal and Diligence, either on the Bord's- da; or Lecture 
days, in expounding, preiching or catechiling ; he kept bey 


der chan the Congregation at Haciney had been 
mw” | accuſtome: 
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e v 


8. teuſtomed to come together, yet he was punctual to the 
Rk Time, and they ſocn came to it, and that without Res 
er; .tancy, and were many of them well. pleaſed with it; 


nnd thus he did in the Afternoon as well as in the Morn- 


ach ng. SW 1 4 enn 035, 3577 1 e Al 
% He made it plainly to appear he ſought oor his Eaſe 
Y 40d Pleaſure in coming up to London; here was a large 


Account the Place ſuited him very well; he has more 
thin once preached the Lord's-day Morning Lecture at 
Little St. Hellens, and then returned to Hactney, and 
preached and expounded as uſual both Parts of the Day 
there ; ſometimes after having preached Morning and 
Afternoon at Hackney, he has gone to Mr. Llod's Meet- 


ſtear's. Walk, and ſometimes over the Water to Redrf, 
ind preached the Evening Lecture, and returned home, 
ind gone through the ſeveral. Parts of Family Worſhip as 


| N uſual. 8 . „% ·˙—· w · ein nr, 
Some Weeks he has been employed in preaching Le- 

„ (dures every Day in the Week, and ſometimes twice or 

tha thrice on the ſame Day: Iudeed, if ever any Miniſter in 


dur Days erred in exceſs of Labours, he was the Perſon; 
but he would never be perſwaded to remit any thing of 
lis Diligence, nor did he care to he much preſſed on that 
Point, as if he had a ſecret Hint given him that the time 
of his Departure was at hand; his Motion in Holineſs 
ind Service was the ſwifter as he came nearer the Cen- 
r tanny 3h a ve i euotied an aller 
He had much Comfort in ſome Sermons that he preach- 
ed in Hackney not long after his coming among them, 
rom Mat. 'xvi. 26. For what is. a Man: profited if he 
ſhall gain the whole World and loſe his own Soul? Or what 
fall a Man give in exchange for his Soul ? He finiſhed. 
that Subject October 11. 1712. and with Pleaſure under - 
lood by many that they were much affected with it, and 
they hoped much ed:ified by it; and ſome of them ſaid 
bey were reſolved they would never purſue the World ſo 


agerly as they had done. 
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ing. Houſe in Wapping, to the Charity. School at Shake= 


field of Service, and had a large Heart, and on that 
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Where Mr. Dooſittle, his old Acquaintance and Tutor, had 


258 e LIFE of . 
- Beſides his Catechiſing in Hackney on Saturdays, which 
| he ſer up inthe — of July, ——.— af. 
ter his coming thither; he was r invited to 
undertake a Catechitical Lecture in 2 {ame ſerious 
Chriſtians came over to Hackney on purpoſe to propoſe 
this to him, and it was the Exerciſe that he took 
a peculiar Pleaſure in, yet ſuch was his Humility and 
Reſpect for his Brethren, the Miniſters in London, that 
he would not give a poſitive Anſwer till he had firſt con. 
ſulted them — itz they all heartily approved of it, and 
ſeveral Miniſters of bau Denominations ſent: their Sons 
do it, and often attended upon-it-themſclves. 
Mr. Mllcoæ s Meeting Houſe was the Place firſt men- 
tioned and Mr. Henry was well pleaſed with that Scitu- 
ation, both as being more out of the Noiſe, and the Pla 


faithfully miniſtred for many Years, and particularly in 
the Work of Catechiſing; the Reverend Mr. Shower wa 
very earneſt with him to haye 2 of his Place for 
this Work, but he declined it; for, ſays he, Mr. Vill. 
©::0x*s People ſpoke firſt, and T chaſe it becauſe a more 
+ private” © Nee 7 Lord grant e hi 


Glory: -- 

This uſeful LeQure was kept on Tweſdays 1 
vening, his Method was very proper and xg it wat 
very well attended, and every thing managed with great 
Decency and Order according to the Method of his Seripe 
ture-Catechiſm, tho with variation; and 1 hake 
reaſon to believe it was of great uſe both to the Catechu 
mens themſelves, ume many others that conſtantly at 

„F Ai. Abwys to 

Every one was Wi nows 
that he had a very — for the Souls of young 
Perſons, and was very deſirous that they might be fur 
niſhed-with all proper means of Inftraction in the Know 
ledge of God: I have a Paper drawn up by him about 
Cbarity- Schools; he was much pleaſed. thoſe that 
were already fet up, and was very deſirous more of this 


kind ad might Gone, the Paper which h left in * 
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Mr. MarTREW HEN RLT. 259 
ick It is humbly propoſed thit ſome Endeavours be 
/ uſed to form and maintain Charity · Schools —. the 
Diſſenters both in City and — for the — — 
of poor Children to Read and Write, c, and to 
cloath them and teach them the Aſſemblies Cate- 
0 2 It is thought adviſcable _ not ü 8 
dle 12 
6 26 It is thought adviſeable ; Fry ff . 
© 1, It is in itſelf a very good Work, it - will diele 
the Poor of the Nation, Los promote the Knowledge of 
God am them, and tend to make the other means 
of Knowledge more effectual: How much Evil may 
oy the Bleſſing of God hereby be prevented, and 
itu- how much Good may hereby be hid a Foundation, 
for. 


| 


' ple of it, many Perſons of Rank and Figure are 
(ped in it, and great Sums have been contributed to it s 


* Aa 


'folfit alf Righteouinels, - 
3. It is certain that the Church of England hach 
guned and will gain by theſe Charity. Schools great Ad- 
' yantage againſt the Diſſenters, and gain it in a way that 
gppëart Creditable and Hondurable ; the Gentry of the 
Nation have generally left the Diſſenters, the Men of 
HBZBuſineſs are Lept from them 'by the Sacramental Teſt, 
aud the Charity-Schools will carry off the Poor of the 
W Nation ; and then to what purpoſe is it to breed up Mi- 
' niſters, when in one Age there may be few of no Peo- 
ple to attend them? 
0 0 If the Cauſe of the Difſenters be 2 3 juſt and ju ſtiñabſe 
W Cauſc, we ought to uſe all juſt and ;ſtifiable Methods 
to ſupport it, to which as the Caſe now ſtands this 
' ſeems highly neceſſary, and it is better late than never; 
'tho* the Ground that has been loſt ſhould not be retriey- 


kept. 
* K is cowplain'd of, (how juſtly I know not) that. 
' many who are bred in the publick Charity Schools diſ- 


cover a great Enmity to the Diſſenters; i is. . 
2 GA 


"+ 2. The Eſtablimed Church hath ſet us a good Exam- : 


their Zeal ſhould provoke us, and thus it becomes us to : 


"ed, yet what remains may, by the Bleſſing of God, be 


(260 ">The 1 PE f 


defirable that ſome ſhould be a us, whi 
'* ſhould be taught, on the contrary, to have and expre 


great Charity and | Moderation towards thoſe of th ve 

. . publick 1 and fo to encrcotits Evil with 

= Sbod. the 
= «22i0:5; Such 2 work of Waere Uſefulneſs: + of in WM 
=  * right Manner, would be very much for the Cre git off dir 
_ * the Diſſenters, and recommend them to the good Opi * 

nion of the Nation. be 

. Tt would be in many Places an Beodaragetcat 7 oat 
Diſſenting Miniſters, to have ſuch a number of ycun be 

People willingly attending their Miniſtry, and to baff “ 

an Opportunity, if it be needful, of Catechiſing and IH 

x trucking them publickly in the Ways ot God. Dut 
7. The Allowance for the Teaching of theſe Ch: has 
 *-rity-Schools* would be ſomething of a Help and Mai a 

0 


tenance to ſuch poor Scholars or Minifters,: as for war 
of better Encouragement would willogly undertak 
6 ſuch a Service. 

2 . It is thought to be practicable z tho' never any go 
. 4 erk was attempted, but it met with Difficulties, y 
BD yy is hoped the Difficulties that may attend this wille 
pers iaſuperable. . 
BS tw. 1. Will they nor preſently be ſuppreſſed 1  +& 
. There is no ſuch Law againſt Teaching to Re He 
and Write, as there is agzinſt Teaching Grammar - Scho: 

p and k Academies without a Licenſe, 
2. It is ſo good a Work that it will be ao Credit 
© any one to oppoſe it, eſpecially if ſuch Places be ch able 
ſen where there is no ſuch on a publick Foot, and if ti de 
28 nan with Prudence and Temper. pant; 
3. It is but trying, if the Attempt be not made 
is our Fault, if it be made and cruſh'd tis other Pe 


ples. fo! 
54 br Queſt. 2. How will the Expence be maintained? A u ab 
wer, . - 


1. Who can tell how God may open the Hearts a! 
lands of People for ſo _ a Work. | 
© 2 21 D a” 
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lick Charity. Schools, perhaps becauſe there are no other, 


would chuſe to turn the Stugam u this Channel if it 


ow but once opened. 


. Ir way” be ſome” of the Eftabliſhed Genc the 


they would not contribute to the Maintenance of our 
Miniſters, yet would out of Reſpect to poor 2 
8 ſomething to theſe Charity. Schools. ä 

4. Some Charities left at Diſcretion might p 


be applied this way very much to Satisfaction, ſince thet 


{helping of you op People's into the World. and the fitting” 
them to be uſeful in its is accounted by all as good"; 25 
' Work as any whatſoever. 

. Tis good to truſt Providence in the way of our 


Duty, which ſometimes wonderfully appears; and there 


bas ſeemed of late a great Diſpoſition in many good 

People; in and about the great City, to promote this 

Work, and ſomething 0 r has Tous * 
ready done in it. 


t condemn our Diſſent from the Church of EAgland, 
put a ſevere Conſtruction upon every thing we ſay 


Fd do; and perhaps this Propoſal may meet with the 


ke Treatment; but I think it carries fo much 
it that T could not perſwade myſelf to ſuppreſs it, 


ping it will come into many Hands who Weill have 
he Heart to make a good uſe of it, and will purſue the 
kin which this Wiſe and Good Man had ſo rauch at 
heart; and indeed he did not ſatisſie himſelt to Speak or 
Vrite for it only, but having the Diſpoſition of a conſi- 
able Sum of Money left by an Honourable: Friend of 
6, he ordered Twenty Pounds to be paid to one of theſe 


warity-Schools, which they have accordiagly received, 
u go on in the good deſigu with great Succels. . ” 
"While Mr. Henry was ow every way laying out him. 
for the good of Souls, both of Youu and Old, ian 

d about London, his Spirit was much aflited with the 


oughts of their unſettled State at Cheſter. Mr. Black- 
e at Morceſter was firſt invited to ſucceed. him; but 


er f the Matter * 1 ee — 
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2. Ge. Diſſenters who now contribute to the pub- 


Tach very ſenſible What a Diſpoſition there an choſe 
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ſixes. and Expectations of the People at Cheſter were raiſes 
to a great heighth, he conld not prevail with himſelf te 
remove to them: Then they applied themſelves to Mr 


Aldred of Eccles in Lancaſhire ; but after much DelibeM * 
ration, neither co01d he fee his Way clear. Theſe Di UK 
wy 


appointments gave Mr, Henry a great deal of Trouble, anc 
coſt, him many Tears and Prayers; at length God pro 
vided wonderfully well for them; Mr. Gardner and Mr 
Whithingion. are Labouring among them in the Word and 
Doctrine with univerſal Acceptance, and we hope may be 
continued in their uſefulneſe for many Years, building 
upon the good Foundation that has been laid by thoi 
Maſter-builders that have gone before them, 

Mr. Henry had fo many Calls to preach at London and 
in the Suburbs, that he ſeems ſometimes in bis Diary tc 
excuſe it to himſelf that he was ſo often thus engaged 
On the : 5th of January 1712. on the Lord's day, I find 
this Note; I went in the Evening to open an Eyenin; 
Lecture near Shadwel Church, and preached. from ?/; 
„ Ixiii, 28. I hope; through Grace, I can ſay the Rea 
ſon hy IL am ſo much in my Work is, becauſe th 


it is good for me to draw near to God. 058 
One Tueſday Evening as he was coming from his C 
techiſtieal Exerciſe, March 3. 1713. he fell into the Hand 
of- Robbers within half a Mile of Hackney, they took frot 
him about; Ten or Eleven Shillings, upon which 19; 
makes theſe Ræœ marks: . What reaſon have I to b 
* thankful to God, that having travell'd ſo much, yet 
* was never Rob d before now. 2. What abundance « 
Evil this Love of Money is the root of, that four Me 
ſhould venture their Lives and Souls for about Half 
* Crown ſon. 3. See the Power of Satan workir 
* .Warldly Wealth, how ſoon We may be ſtript of it, he 
Jooſe we ought to ſit to it. 2 1137 * : 51 | 
In the Month of my 17:43» on the 20th Day, he {4 
ont on his Journey for Cheſter; for when he left then 
he: promiſed, while he was able, to come down once 


Friend 


: 
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friends at Hackney not only conſented to, but if I mil. 
ire not, they were the firſt that propoſed it; on this Jour. 


dey he writes? | BF" ee B'S | 
I am now ſet out in the Coach for Chefter to viſie 
my Friends in the Country, as I purpos d and promis d 
vrhen I came hither, aiming at God's Glory and the 
Edification of ſome Souls; in Proſpect of that, the 
Charge and Trouble of the Journey ſhall be as nothing 
ito me. „ „ i ne 3öÄö;˙ . 
On the 23d we eame to Whitchurch, a very wer 
Day, but many of my Friends met me — 
great reviving; in the Afternoon I went and preac 
at Broad-Oak, from Rom. i. 11. For I long to ſee you, that 
may impart unto you ſome Spiritual Gift, to the end 
you may be Eſtabliſhed, The next Day 1 went to Ghe-, 
fer, where my Friends received me with much Affection 
and nd Reſpect, ſo that I could not but ſay, it was wortls 
the while to come. On the Lord's:day preached from 


, l. Tim. vi. 12. hold , Eternal Life 9 It Was very 
wy pleaſant to — in the old Place, where 1 have 
th aten met with God and been owned by him: On the 


Wedneſday we kept a Congregational. Faſt, the next 


Lord's. day preached and adminiſtred the Lord's Supper 


to my beloved Flock, a great Congregation. On Mon. 


trod Warn. *xive 1 2, Iniquity abounds 3 the next Day to 
Kautsford to a Meeting of Miniſters, Þ preached from 


eln. 8. Thorp abſent in the Fleſh, yet preſent in the 
5 bi, about the Spititual Communion of Saints. 


On the Lord's- Day, Aug. 9. preached at Cheſter from 
e. ii. 13. Looking for the Bleſſed Hope. I took an af 
kin any of them ; the next Day ſet out from Chefer with 
ado for Nantwich, where Mr. Motrerſhed is well 
tled ; preached from Foſh.- i. 5, 6. A. I was with 
Moſes I will be with thee, be ſtrong and of a good Con- 
e: From thence that Night to Wrenbury Wood, and 
reached from Fohn i. 48. and from thence to Danfurd, 
d preached at Ahitehureh from 1. Pet. v. 10. and 
is b my leave of my dear Friend chere, and went into ch 
e | 5 Coach 


= 


* * 
* 2 
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| 88 came to Zondey the r and found m. 
£,Faberpacle in Rage. 

The next Day being the Lord's Day, he preached twice 

-. uſaal, and admikiſtred the Lord's Dupgars: but thi 
next Day complained of great Wearineſs and Slecpineſs 
and upon coniulting Sir Richard Blackmore,.. perceive: 
ſome Symptoms ot a Diabetes, which obliged him th 

xt Lord's Day to keep Houſe, the Doctor abſolutely fo 
idding his going out; on which he writes, A mel; 


— 


* 
0 
5 
91 
' & 
* bi 
* b 


bid 


*: choiy:Day, and yet not without ſome Communion wit 


'G 
' 
Ae 


c 


God; perhaps I have nf οον,iůͥ defirous to be 
757 Sach d Work again 

By the Bleſſing of - God; upon Advice: 2nd day, thi th 
Diſtemper went off in a few Days time; the next Lord Fj 
—_ went on in his publick Work, and-fays, Bleſſaſſ v 
— Aae ee it e Ealc and vpor 


| Ne BT (2% 1 TS 2 4 pa 


— 0 


15 


ed, — png writes K Us Ges 7 have mow 1 
_ Healthimell again ' Lea 
The plaintul: Diſtempen fil eee on ti I ſu 
13th of; December on the Lord Day Morning ſoon aft the 
Mionight, he was ſeined . with another Fit of the Stonqſ ſterc 
bat, 2/8 he, Bleſſed be God the Pain went off in abo rite: 
2 n Hours time, tho“ fatigued with it, yet the poor Bod and 
i. </fitted in ſome meaſure; to ſer ve the Lord; I went ing, 
414 — 1 St. pr Frag 
8 from John 1. 1 early - 
. E; and then CER to Hackney and v hey 
© through. the Sabbath Wenk there, ride de God him 


Kielp trom On high. ; . TW e them 
b The Thurſday after he bad bers. and ory viole#' and « 
OI 


= concerning which, * Account: 1 went ton 
_—- A . : s Ituc 
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Study very early in the Morning. 5 
g Clock — ined with a Fit of the Stone, which 


Bed, but had Comfort in lifting up my Heart to God, 
and plead ing his Promiſes, and e in 
him; about five a Clock in the Evening I had Eaſe, a- 
bout ten 1 yoided a large Stone; tho my God cauſed 
' Grief, yet he had Compaſſion : On the next Day he 
writes, Very well to Day, tho very ill Yeſterday z 
Hoy is this Life counter-changed ! And yet I am but 
' oirding on my Hardneſs ; the Lord prepare me for 


' Fit. * 3 
We are now come to his laſt Year, which he enter d 
pon with his uſual Zeal and Diligence. He expreſſes 


with him the firſt Sabbath in the New-Ycar. 

good Friend Alderman Powel, of whom he ſays, he was 
very comfortably. | 

than ordinary Cencern of Mind recorded, That © Mr, 


dhe laſt Tweſday Lecture, and wis here in Hackney Yee 


wn ing, fome young Men of the Congregation uſed to 
meet at his Houſe for Prayer and religious Conference; 
ehe went to his Study, and ordered to be called when 


him they were come, he anſwered, He would come to 


and come out, but immediately fell dowa dead, This 
' Providence is very affecting to me, It is very remark- 
ble, en 


but before ſeven a 
' held me all Day, pained and fick ; I lay much on the 


' the next Fit, and the Lord prepare me for the laſt 


particular Satisfaction that his three Nephews, Mr. 
Hardware, Tylfon and Radford, were at the Lord's Table 


He takes Notice the next Month of the Death of his 
n excellent Chriſtian, and of great Experience, and died 
And the nezt Month, March 20. he has with more 
Collins, Co-paſtor with Mr. Brague, and one of the —. 
Lecturers of Pinner'-Hall, a ſerious, holy Perſon, aged, 
] ſuppoſe, ſomewhat above forty, preached his Turn 
derday with Mr. Powel about ſome of his Uncle's Cha... 


' rities, and dined at Mr. Lydes, prayed with Mrs. Lydes, 
and went home between three and four; in the Eyen- 


they came: His Maid, after ſome time, went and told 


' them preſently ; was heard to unlock his Study. Door 


* 
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ber, who was then in.a dying Condition; he turned again 
and deſired the Servant to tell her Miſtreſs he ſhould tron 
meet her in Heaven, and about ten Days after, March 19. 
2 good Gentle woman finiſhed her Courſe in her 
The beginning of this Year Mr. Henry's Diary is yery 
Full of —— of Fear and Sensen Tots public 
| Aff ind he had very dark Apprehenſions: The Bill againſt 
the Difſenters Schools he look'd upon not only as a very 
great Grievance in it ſelf, but as leading to further Severi. 
| ay It was on this Occaſion that he preached an excel. 
lent Sermon, May 26. at Mr. Buſh's Meeting Place, from 
2 Chron. XI. 12. Neither know we what 10 de, but our 
Eyes are upon thee : This was but the Week before he took 
his laſt Journey to Cheſter, from which God had deter. 
mined that he ſhould return to us no more, | 
© The zoth of May, being the Eord's Day, he choſe to 
_ adminiſter the Lord's Supper, as a good Preparation for 
his Journey, and the beſt way of parting with his 
Friends at Hackney. That Day he expounded in the 38th 
of Exodus in the Morning, and in the 7th of Lake in the 
Afternoon; and preached from Rev. v, 9. For thou waft 
Min, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy Blood. This was 


was their 
. + 4 1. 
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none of the Congr 


on Earth ; God was TORT ſo to order it, that he 8 


Mr. MATTHEW HENRY 


epation 
none have left it while it was unſettled, 1 hope none 
will leave it now it is ſo well ſettled. 


20 


On Tueſday, June the 8th, he went to — and : 
preached. there, and ſays, He retarned that Night 10 Cheſtey, 
mt at all tired, but thought fit to drink ſome Bottles of Bri- 
| flol Waters to prevent the Return of his Diabetes 5 of 


which he ſeemed to have ſome Apprehenſion. 
On the 14th he went to Grange to his Brother nber 


ten's, and from thence to Knutsford, Mr. Gardner Went 


with him, where he met ſeveral Miniſters, and went from 
theace on Treſday Evening to Chowbent in Lancaſhire, 
and returned to Cheſter on the Wedneſday, and did net 
perceive himſelf to be weary ; but fome of his Friends 
_ ht he prejudiced his Health by riding ſo many Miles 

1 15 ſhort a time, and by his Labours in every Place 


bers he came; he complained of the heat of the Wea 


ther, and ſays, It makes me almoſ as faint and feeble at 
I'was when I came up laft: By which I conclule he had 


fome Return of his Diabetes; for he immediately adds 
If God bring me home in ſafety, I believe it will do 


«-well' to uſe the Means I did laſt Year, unleſs the Re- 


c turn of the cool Weather ſhould make it needleſs, for 


* whcn J am in the Air Jam beſt : He writes, Tho”I am 
: * here-among my old Friends, yet I find my new ones lye 
very near my Heart, among whom God has now cut 
out my Work. | 
On the rgth, the loft Letter Mrs. Henry received from 


him, he writes, Thar he had taken the Coach for Wedneſ- 


day next, which was June 23. deſigned OD at 


Whitchurch, and was pleaſed that he was to have ome. 
pany of My. Yates of Whitchurch; and defires, that ſince 
the Wedneſday after his coming up, would be in Conrſe their 


e ly Faſt at Hackney, Care might be rater te ingage 


Help o e of the Miniſſers. 
Sach of lt. e that his Maſter s Work might 
o on; and ſuffer no Interruption or Diſappointment by 
is Adſence, - The next Day, wiich was the Lords. Day. 
he ſpent at Cheſter, and it was the laſt Sabbath he enjoy d 


gone off. And he adds, It 1 1 
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ſpend * laſt in that Place, and among that People, 

where he had ſpent ſo many Comfortable and Heavenly 

Sabbaths for above four and twenty Years together. And 

I cannot let it paſs without a particular Obſeryation, that 

the two laſt Sabbaths he ſpent on Earth, God ſhould di- 
rect him to a Subjc& ſo ſuitable to what he had appoint- 

ed, and was ſo ſpeedily to be performed for him. Thoſe 

| Two Sabbaths he was wholly taken up with the Thoughts 

* of that al. Sabbath — Reſt, which the Spirits of a 

Juſt Men enjoy in Heaven; the laſt Sabbath but one he | 
preached — Heb iv, 9. There remaineth therefore a Reſt 

| 2 the People of God ; and the laſt of all from the firſt 

- Verſe of _ ſame Chapter, Let us therefore fear, left 4 

A 2 being leſt us of entring into his Ref, any of you 

 fhould ſeem to come ſhort of it. p 

Milo ſcems-to be ſo much of. the Finger of God i = 

to ſuch a Sub ect as this, that I cannot but think, 

every Body s Defire to know how his Thoughts 
were employed about it; and therefore I ſhall give the 
| Reader an Ahſtract ot his Sermons on both thele Texts, 
and have only t his to deſire of him, that while E reads 

*tiem them he would carry it in his Mind, that his Hea- 


| Ly y- Sabbath and Reſt, was the Point his Soul was aim- 
former 


it pt 


at, with mere than commen Deſire and Care, but 
w Nays « ws Hours before he arrived there, In the 
Ar may diſcern the high Thoughts and 

Chao of 4 hu Reſt; in the latter, his Con- 
icientious a and deep Concern, that neither himſelf 
nor his Hearers ſhould come ſhort of it. | 

Hieb. wy 9. There remaineth therefore 4 Reft fer the Peo- 

G0 

3333 The keeping of the Sabbath. 
1. A Literal Sabbath detign'd to be obſerved in the 
"0 Goſpel Chur ch. 
24. A Spiritual Sabbath deſign d to be enjoy'd by all 
| 7 * 5 

* Security and Serenity. P ſal. cxvi. 7. Iſa. xxxii. 17. FA 
3. An eternal Sabbath remains for the People of 


pod. The inveſt $4 W i the alen e 
Ps Ta, 1 3 


as ; 
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| bath. 
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© Shiw. 1. Heaven is a Sabbath. | | 


* I. This is to make thole that love Sabbaths long for =_ 


Heaven. 


2. To make thoſe that long for Heaven love Sab- 


© baths. 

- 54, The Appointment of this n is like the In- 
ſtitution of the Sabbath. | 
2. The Enjoyment of it is like lh keeping of a Sab- 


For the firſt. Let us ſee wherein Heaven is like a 
' Sabbath, Dictum Domus Elie. 


| * 1. The Sabbath is a divine Appointment and & * 
FHeaven. 


The Day which the Lord has made, rat ciib 4d. | 1 


© Which he has revealed, Neh. iz. 14. 


80 Heaven; "tis of God's preparing, the Houſe oben * 


* the Lord has built. Heb. viii. 2 
And which he has revealed, 2 Tim. j. 11. 


- © After the Heavens and * Earth were kniſned. 


* 2. The Sabbath is an antient Appomtment. ; 1 


_ * "Twas from the beginning, Gen. ii. 1, 2. 


© The Jews bare a Saying, That the Sabbatand Pa. 
radiſe were made before the World. TH 


© Heaven was ſo, Matth. xxv. 34 
© The Preparation made, long in preparing, 


| © The Perſons choſen ſor Heaven is a Society of Per- 
« ſons. A City conſiſts of Citizens; theſe incorporated 
* in the divine Church, Heb, xii, 23. 14 

* 3+ The Sabbath was made for Man, Mark ii. 12. 
For the Benefit and Comfort of Man; For Man's Eale, 
Honour and Advantage, in keeping up Communion it | 


* with his Maker. 


© So Heaven is {aid to be prepared for you, Mai, xxv. Þ 
© 34+ whereas Hell is ſaid to be prepared for the Dovil 1 
* and his Angels. 1 
4. The Sabbath is a laſting Appointment, the ether | | 


4 Teas of the Lord were not 10. 


Mz. Preſenz 


h ws 
* 
11 2 4 


.- * God would glorify himſelf to the utmoſt, tis ow ; | 
Deus dignum. 5 
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« Preſent Comforts are expiring, but heavenly Com- 


forts are durable. The Sabbath was out of the Six 


« Days of the Creation; ſo Heaven will ſurvive all God's 


© other Works; when Heaven and Earth are in another | 


Senſe. finiſhed, 2 Pet. iii. 7, 13 

For the 2d. The keeping of a Sabbath is the Happi- 
neſs of Heaven. 

| + © Te The Sabbath is a Day of Reſt, and Heayen is an 
* everlaſting Reſt : This is principally intended. The 
Sabbath is a Reſt after Labour; Six Days Halt thou 
Labour, i. e. in our Work, the Work aſſigned us; ſo 
Heaven is Reſt after Labour. We muſt labour in this 


that follow, Rev, xiy. 13. It is a holy Reit ; a Reſt 
that God calls vs into. He call us ſometimes into 2 
« 'Deſart to reſt a while, Mark vi. 21. but into 2 Paradiſe 
to reſt for ever. Under the Law the Seryants and Cattle 
= * were to ret, Deut. v. 14. And in Heaven the Crea- 
ture will reſt from the Vanity ity ns under, Rom. viii. 
© 19, Tis Reſt by Conſent. Iſrael reſted on the 
Sabbath Day: As they did * in Cansan. Hea- 
« yen is a Sabbath-Reſt ; For, 
« © x, It perfectly frees us from all . of Sin 
and Corruption; as Iſrael when they weat out of Egype 
Were freed from the Bondage. Sm is 2 Tyranny, 2 
* Nrudgery : No. Toil after Your (pirieual Warfare, Rom. 
i vii. 24. 
2. It puts us out of the Reach of Satan” s Tempta- 
| tions. That Lan] has Reſt from War, as the Reſt gi- 
ven to David from all his Enemies round about: * 2038 
Be the Church's Reſt. 
© 3, It diſ.hargeth us from all the Toils and Troubles of 
1 this preſent World: None of them there. No Weari- 
1 * neſs in our Callings: No Sweat of our Face, but an 
« intire Reſt from all Pain and Sickneſs, e. 
D 4. It eaſeth us ot all the Hardſhips that attend us in 
| « the Service of Gad. Our Work for God and our Souls 
© is now done with much Difficulty ; the Fleſh is weak: 
* But in Heaven the Body is made ſpizitzal. : That's the 
8 
| 


= * true Sabbatical Year, of which that under the Law 
—_: - 3 was 


4 


« World, and then enter into Reſt, Eccl. v. 12. Works 


was an Emblem, when Land brought forth of it ſeif, 
not till'd or torn, . - 

* 5, It repoſeth the Soul in God. The Sabbath i is a Reſt 
ix God. The Satisfaction of the Soul confiſts in a Reia- 
tion to God and Intereſt in him, Holy Souls when 
— to the Viſion and Fruition of God ſay, This is my 

or evVers:; -: 

© © 2, The Sabbath is a Day of ; RT tis more than Reft; 
, Tal. cxviti. 24. This is the Day which the Lord has maile, 
© we will re joyce and be glad therein. And Heaven is Joy: : 


But more particularly, 
© 1. Every thing i is there that i is :ovful God reconcil 4, 


© pleas'd, communicating himſelf as on the Sabbath in that 


* World which is Light. Tis the Joy of our Lord, Matte 
© XXVe 2T's | 18 . 
Every thing in the Soul that diſpoſes it to be joyful, 
s 2 to God, Satisfaction in it ſelf, it has What it would 
2 __ 
_ - © 3» Nothing to damp this Joy, Iſa. xxv. 6. No grieving 
' + Thorn withont or within; no melancholy Proſpect. 


3. The Sabbath is a Day of Praiſe. God has the Glo- 


ry. When we have the Comfort. Now in Heaven, 
1. We ſhall fee more than ever, and therefore ſhall 


© praiſe more; ſhall look further than eyer into the Myſte= | 


* ries of Redeeming Love. 
2. We ſhall have richer and tollas Communicationy 
* of divine Grace than eyer before. We ſhall be abufidant's 
. +4 ly. ſatisfied. 

3. We ſhall love more than ever. That heavenly Fire 
© will flame in everlaſting Thankſgivings; never go out: 


* Reſt not Day or Night, laying, Holy, Holy, 1 Refs 


N £7 


© 4+ The Sabbath is a Memorial, ſois Heaven. Ta keep 


a ing the Sabbath, there is a Commemoration of the Crea- 


tion of the World, and the Reſurrection of Chriſt ; and 


© to the Iſraolites a Commemoration of their Deliverance 


out of Egypt. And the Happineſs of the Saints in Her- 


ven will confiſt as much in the Remembrance of what 
is paſt, as their Holizeſs now in the Proſpe# of what is 


to come. Son Remember, will be as pleaſing a Peal in Hea - [ 
. =. | 


8 den, as it will be a dreadful one in Hell. 
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The LIFE of 
5. The Sabbath is a Day of Communion with God, 
* twas defignd ſo to our firſt Parents; to I/rael; tis 
deſigu'd ſo to us, to be a Day of Converſe and Correſ- 
© pondence; like. Poſt-day, Letters go out and come in: 
A Day when God communicates himſelf to his People. 
And what is Heaven but this Communion in Perfecti- 
* on? God manifeſting himſelf to them, they manifeſting 
* 'themdelves to him i © 
6. The Sabbath is a holy-Convoratien. The People 
of God met together on Sabbath. days, Add. xx, 7. In 
Heaven there will be a general Aſſembly of all God's 
« ſpirnual Iſraal. Luk. xiii. 29. all that ever were, or are, 
* or ever ſhall be, they ſhall be gathered to Chriſt, 2 
* Theſ. ii. 1. y 9 


* 2, Shew, That the keeping of the Sabbath in Heaven 


*-will be much better, and more comfortable than keep · 


ing Sabbaths on Earth. Tis good to be here, but better 


there: For, | | | | 
- * 1, Here we are at a diſtance from God; there we are 
brought near him; Now abſent trom the Lord, then 
« prefent, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. Here we have à Sabbath now 
and then in the Camp; there a conſtant one in the Court: 
ere boarded out at School, there fetched home to our 
* Father's Houſr. „ + es BER: ES 
. Here we are in the Dark and under a Vai', but 
there we ſhall ſee all things clearly; here, we enquire in 


God's Temple, but after all our Enquiries our Difco- 


veries are ſhort and defectise, we know.burt in part. 
The Word we read and hear is in many Places obſcure 
to us, but there the Vail will be rent; Doubts re ſolved: 


we ſhall ſee all things clearly, 1 Cor. x11. 9. 


* 3. Here we are dull, defective in our beſt Perform. 
* ances; but there we ſhall be all Light, aud Love as well 
c —. — Nov we cannot do the Good we would, are 
« diſturbed with vain Thoughts, Diſt ractions. Sabbath - 
.* work done by the halves, through the Vanity of our 


Miods, and the Infirmity of the Fleſn. The Body is a 
Clog; but there will be no corrupt Nature, no Body of 


* 


Sin, ne Body of Fleſh, no Flaws in our Work. 4 
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4. Here we are often diſquieted and in Sorrow ; we 
have other Work to do beſides that of Joy and Praiſe. 
We repent now in Tears; hang eur Harps on the Wil- 
© low-Trecs; we go Mourning; Enemies mock at our 
* Sabbaths, our ſpiritual Enemies. Lam. i. 7. But there 
vill be nothing but ſoy and Praiſe, all pleaſant, E 
© 5. Here we loſe a great deal of our Sabbath time 
* unayoidably, but there will be none loſt in Heaven, 
Rev. iv. 8. We loſe a great deal in the Morning in ſleep, 


but from the Morning of the Reſurrection we ſhall ne- 


ver ſleep, nor need it; in Dreſſing, but there always 
d reſt; in going to the Aſſembly, but there going no more 
* out; in bodily Refreſnments, no Eating and Drinking. 
5 5 3 
6. Here our Sabbath-Aſſemblies are but ſmall and 
* mix'd, but there full and perfectly pure. Here we meet 
« with a few, the Doors ſhut for fear of the Jews, thoſe. 
of our own Neighbourhood; but in Heaven, all from 
the Eaſt and the Weſt; here thoſe of our own. Age and 
© Day, there Abraham, Iſaac aud Jacob. Here there are 
Spots, none there; all Saints, and all the Saints, and 
Saints made perfect; no unclean Perſon or Thing, a per- 
fect Conſort, and not a jarring String. 
7. Sabbaths here are but Signs, that Sabbath is the Sub- 
© tance, and has in it all the thing fgnified. God gave 
his Sabbaths for Signs, Exod. xxxiv. 13. Tokens of his 
© Fayour; but in Heaven he gives his Favour it ſelf, the 
full Communication of i: 'Tis but a typical Reſt we 
* have here, that's a real Reſt, a Sabbath indeed. 
* 8, Sabbaths here have Nights at the end of them, and 
Week Days to come after them, but that's an everlaſting 
Sabbath. As Chriſt is a Prieſt, ſo Heaven is a Sabbath 
* that has no Succeſſor. Thit Reſt is perpetual, and we 
© ſhall never return to our Toil; that Work is continue 
* al, and we ſhall never return to our ſleep, or Inactivity. 
* Theſe are ſhort Sabbaths, ſoon over, and we mult go 
« down from the Mount, our ſolemn Aſſemblies muſt dil- 
perſe. For the Application, | 
* I, Then we have reaſon to call the Sabbath of the 
Lord honourable, and to honour it, Iſa. lviii. 13. For 


” 


© when the Scripture would ſet forth the Glory and Hip. 
pineſs of Heaven itſelf, it ſpeaks of it as the keeping of 
da Sabbath. The Jews call'd the Sabbath the Queen cf 

© Days; let us put a difference between Sabbath- time and 
© other time, call it not cnly the Lord's Day, the Lord 


* Chriſt's Day, one of the Days of the Son of Man, but 


© call it one of the Days of Heaven, . 
2. Then thoſe are very unfit for Heaven that ſay, 
When will the Sabbath be gone? that are weary of it, 
« ſnuff at it, call it a Wearineſs, Mal. i. 13. Heaven will 
© be no Heaven to ſuch, they cannot truly deſire it, but 
< ignorantly ; they know not what the Day of the Lord 
is. a : ME rh "SY | e 
3. Since this Sabbatiſm remains for the People of God, 
let us make it ſure that we are God's People. I have 
© preached as if we were all going to this Sabbath, butis it ſo? 
Are there not many of you that have no Part or Lot in 
this Matter? Let ws therefore fear. What will become 
of you if you be not God's People? Ts Heaven Eyer- 
< laſting Reft? Hell is Everlaſting Pain and Torment. 
* 4. Let this quicken and engage us to the great Duty 
of Sabbath. Sanctification. e 
* 1, Let us take Pleaſure in ſanctifyir g the Sabbath, ſee 
that Work to be its own Wages, a Heaven upon Earth; 
* ſlall we call that a Task and a Drudgery, which is now 
the Employment of the upper World, and we hope will 
will be ours in the future State: ſay, it is goòd to be 
here, P/al. xxxiv. 1, 10. bid the Sabbath welcome, re: 
© 'iſh your Pleaſures of the Sabbath, and you'll deſpiſe o- 
ther Delights. CO | | 
© 2, Take Pains in Sabbath Sanctification; the Excel- 
« lency of the Work fhould engage us to the utmoſt In- 
< duſtry in it; Let us not triffe when we are Working 
for Heaven, let us ſtir up our ſelves and all that is with- 
in us, Pſal. ciii. 1. the Sabbath-Day ſhould be the buſieſt 
© Day in the Week, it requires Pains, it deſerves it, and 
+ will recompence it. : DO OW, * 
3, Take Pattern in Sabbath. Sanct ification by the Hea- 
venly Work. | | ROY 


+ 


4 
LY 
— 


Kees Sabhaths as near as we can to what they = 


E 
U 


£< -miſeth his 


| ' giving-day. - 
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© r, Fill up Sabbath Time; tho we cannot be con” 


* ſtantly imployed. we may be more than we are; 80 froin. 


4 Duty to Duty. 2 
2. Stand clear from. tlie World, an ache Things « of itz 
they in Heaven are got quite above it; let us reep it obt 


08 as much as may be, be dead to it. 


© 3. Keepin a chearful Frame, i tis à Feaſt of the Lord, 


and a Feaſt was made for Laughter; this i is an Antidote 


» SIT I 


- to vain Mirth. | 
4. Keep cloſe to the Communion of Saints. Chriſtian 
Sabbaths e in ſolemn Aſſemblies; there God pro- 


clences © © 
* 5. Be much in Praiſe, do not crowd: this work into 


* a Corner, in Secret, in your Families anly. Ic i is a Tkank C 
4. Let this domfort and encourage us in reference te 
the Difficulties and Diſcouragements we groan under 
in our „ WT. there remainetli the Keeping of 2 
© Sabbath Whers there will be no Complaints. 8 
1. We cotnplain that we can do but a little Sabbath- 
© Work, but there we ſhall do a great deal. 
> That what. we do we cannot do it as we would. 
© but there we ſhall mount up with Wings like Eagles, run ang 
not by weary, walk and not faint. © 
On the 20th of June, his laſt Sabbath, he purſued this 
excellent Subject with a Terious Caution from Heb. iv. r. 
Let ws therefore fear, left a Promiſe being left us of tx 
into his Reſt, any of Jou ſhould feeln to rome ſhove of it. 
_* Two Tliuge preicribed here in order to our entting 
A into this Sptritual afid Eternal Reſt. | 
1. F:i h in the Promiſe of it. 
© 2, Fear leſt ve come ſhort df it. 
. Faith in the Promiſe of it, a Promiſe that is uf 145. 
* we mult deal upon Truſt. Left us, tis almoſt the Word 


© that is us'd, v. 9. there remaineth, &c. tis left us as a 


Legacy, that, we might live upon the Hopes of it; live: 


* by Faith. 


Note, There is 3 great Promiſe of Eternal Life left us 
* which we muſt act Faith upon, and act in every thing; 


EE Fn | 
„ Think: * 


e The LIB Brgy”! 
| -  * Is Thank God that there is ſuch à Promiſe left us Th 


The Promiſe of that, more valuable than the Poſſeiſion oi 
all the World, P/al. 60. 6. . 
72. Take hold of that Promiſe, faſt hold, 1 Tim. vi. 
12. This is my Portion: I put in for a Share, a Place © 
© in Canaan. Ne er 8 
3. Take up with it as your Felicity ; let me enter on 
into this Ref, I will ſay, the Lines are fallen well 26 
© ve, 5 I | ; . | 
4. Take up with nothing ſhort of it, reſt not content 
with the World's falſe and flattering Promiſes. 
. Think nothing to much to do, too hard too ſuf. © 
* fer; or too dear to part with, in purſuit of th s promi. ff * 35 


. * 6. Truſt to this Promiſe, and take Comfort from it * 

.* at all'Tianes, in all Conditions. Keep Canaan in your © Cl 

- Eye, Þoth for your Direct ion and for your Encourage. if * be 

= » mezt through the Difficulties of this Wilderneſs. See w 
bez the Patriarchs by Faith ey d this Promiſe, Heb, xi. * 
1 * tho” apt ſo clearly reveal'd as to us now, Caſt not away | 


- 


* this Promiſe, or deſpiſe it. | 
II. Fear leſt we come ſhort of it. 
Doc. A Holy Confidence in God's Promiſe muſt be 
' * accampained with a Holy D. ffidence of ourſelves, aud 
dür own Sufficieney. They that hope for Heaven muſt 
Fear bot they come ſhort, or fem ro come ſhort. 
bew. 1, What this Fear is, which mult be kept vp. 
11. There is a Frar chat is neceſſary to the beginning 
of this good Work; the Fear of Sinners, I/a. xxiii. 17. 
Jude 23. Fear, left I periſh ia my Sinful State. Lot 
* muſt be trigh:ned out of Sodom. 5 
2. There is @ Har that is an Enemy to the going on | 
* of this Work, ariſing from hard Thoughts of God, low 
Thoughts of Chriſt, producing Amazement, 1 Pet. iii . 
n 75 Fear. Luke i. 74, 75+ ſhake thyſelf from this 
9 * But this is a Fear that is of great Uſe and Service 
to us in our Chriſtian Courſe, 4 rov. xxviii. 14. and 
 .* necefflary to our Perſeverance in it, Jer. xxxii. 40. a Fear 
_ that is to be excited and kept up by proper Conſiderati- 
ons: As, DH TE | © 1, The 


La a> * ; — 


es 1. The Apoſtle puts himlelf in; Let ws," for he had 
© not yet attain'd. Phil. it 13. and us'd this means of Per- 
FR tt Pg 1 Cor. ix. 1. the he had io | deg: an Aſſu- 
, ren 
„ T'we Duty is requir'd from: every one of us, bet 1 
Fear, let us joyntly Fear, and do all we can to make 
one another cautious. | 
* 3. We muſt Fear for one avvcher,, not . we, bat leſt 


an 
8 to Chriſtianicy, and ſuch a Proficiency i in 
it. Now what is this Fear? 


1. 4s Things of the utmoſt Weight and Importance, as thoſe 
that carry Treaſures in a dangerous Road. 


tf * 2: A Holy Jealouſie of our ſelves; we do not diſtruſt 


ur * Chriſt, but diſtruſt our ſelves; Lord isi: 1? left I ſhould 
ze. © be a Caſtaway, leſt I ſhould be deceiy'd i in my ſelf; this 
ee © will keep us from Security. | 
ti. z. A Holy Caution againſt Sin; [et us be always afraid 
ay of Sin, as that which diſturbs our preſent Reſt, and 
« Jisfits for Eternal Reſt, and torfeits it; afraid of its 
Baits, ſtart from chem z afraid ot its Hooks, ſtartle at 
be « them. | 
ad 4. A Holy Dread of the Wrath of of God, and all 
Ts K thi Arguments againſt Sig, which are proper to work. 
upon Fear. Adam in Innocency was aw'd with a Threat - 
p- ning. Chrifl was heard in that he fear d. © 
2 © 5. A Holy Trembling at the Conſequences of draw 
7. ing back. We muſt be continually afraid leſt we ſhould 
ot go back, and what will become of us if we backflide ?. 
ow dear will it coft us? 
n  *© Shew, 2. What we muſt be afraid of ; afraid leſt we 
come ſhort of Canaan; as N did, weare upon our 
7. good Behaviour. |» 
is © 1, Let us Fear left we come ſhort, as th: Runner of 
his Prix or Goal. Think how {ad it will be if we come 


fort. 


20 


' Legacy for want of claiming it, we to whom God had 
' 0s kind Deſigns. 


e | ; . #} 


* 
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Fus ſhould: mils it: Any of us that have made ſuch 


1. *Tis a Holy Concern about our Souls and Eternity. 


1. We to whom the Promiſe is left ;- ſhall we loſe our 
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= © 2. We that think we have laid hold of the Promiſe, Nuten 
. * ſhall we fo fooliſhly loſe our Hold, and act ſo inconſiſt. Neſſec 
. ently with our ſelves. 33 We <4 +1 ST 3 by (3k 25 | 
e that have kept our Hold hitherto, what ſhall we Miveli: 
come ſhort. and ſuffer all that to periſh which we have Wire 3 
done! Left we come fhort of what was propos d to us, Mine!) 

« an of what we expected, we come ſhort of Heaven, leſt Wi 

— , nt 

1. That we may not come ſhire indeed,” let us take Momp! 
. © heed of every thing that looks like it, or leads to it; no. Nrarin; 
looking back, no hankering after Egype, as Lot's Wife; I ple: 
go not with thoſe that look back- g. is 
22. Though we ſhould not come ſhore, indeed that's Ind ha 
not enough, we muſt not ſo. much às ſeem to come ſhort, 5 
rr 4-7 -- nr 
- © x, Of every thing that blemiſheth the Profeſſion of Iris th 
© our Chriſtianity, ſo that it ſeems to wither. We ſeem to lat h 
© beotherwife than we have ſeemed to be, otherwiſe than Woio! 
* when we ſet out, or asthey tllat leave their rſt Love, the. Nrocee 


4 ” 


3b CC - 8 

2ꝗ. Of every Thiag that weakens the Evidence of it 

- © to door ſelves; left we ſeem ta our ſelves to come ſhiort, te ſpo 

- | © and fo walk in Darkneſs and diſcourage our ſelves. REEL 

Jo conclude. 1. Let us Fear as to the Land and Nation, aid to 

© brought out of the Egypt of Popery, fear leſt we go Ide {a 

© back to Egypt again, 2. As to the State of our own: I: 
„ 00 ¼— ies 4 

The next Day he left his Friends at Cheſter, and ſet for- {Miirid. 

ward for his Family and People at Hackney ; he thought ue .. 

he” had found” very ſenfible Relief from his Journey to iſ be : 

Knutsford and Lancaſhire, which encouraged him to make Hirt, a 

an Appointment of preaching at Nantwich that Day in his Wiz. he 

Way to Lopd0#; lie was obſcryed by all his Friends to be, cbriſt. 

very heavy and ſleepy, but being asked how he did, he al. Hall, f 

ways replyed, Well: Mr. Sudlow an Apothecary, and very. Wkquen 

good Friend of his, faid before he. left Cheſter, they ſhould i A n 

_ never-ſee him again; as he went by Dudden he drank % {was v« 

Glaſs of the Mineral Waters there; Pefore he came to Tor- Naſion 


perley his Horſe ſtumbled in a. dirty Hole and threw him, he Ws Paſs 
Was a little Wet, but ſaid he had no hire, nor felt any in- Nπν]ũů́)]⸗ 
5 ö „„ 4 
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e, Nuceaience from his Fall; thoſe nat were with him 
tt. Neſſed him to light at Torperly, but he would go on to 
un wich, and there he preached; but the vrant or̃ his uſual 
we Nivelineſs was taken Notice of by all: hepreached from 
ve er. Xxvi. 18. I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning, 
us, Numſelf thus, Thou haſt Chaſtiſed me; &c. After Sermon he 
eſt Mincd, and he was adviſed to loſe a litttle Blood for fear 
any inconvenience from the Fall, though he made no. 
ke Momplaints; after Bleeding he fell aſleep, and his Friends 
no. Nearing he {lept too long awakened him, which was not 
e; ſpleaßng to: him „„ 8 
His old intimate Friend Mr. Illidge was then with him, 
nd had been deſired by the Honourable Sir Thomas Delves 
nd his Lady to invite him to Deddington, and he had ful- 
intended. to have waited on them, and their Steward 


of Was there with Mr. Iludge to have conducted him to a Houſe 
to Hat has been famed for impartial and difintereſted, Re- 
in Mizion, and I hope will be ever fo, but he was not able to- 
ie. roceed any further; he went to Bed at Mr. Morterſbed's 


fouſe, and ſaid to his Friends, Pray for me, for now I 
unnor f wnyfor myſelf; When they were putting kim to Bed 
be ſpoke of the Excellency of Spicitual Comforts in a time 

need, and bleſt God that he had thoſe Comforts: he had. 
nid to Mr. Illiage, you have been uſed to take Notice of 
he ſayings of Dying Men; this is mine, That a Life ſpent 


n Wir the Service of God and Communion with him, is the moſt 
umfortable and pleaſant Life that any ons can live in this 

r- vnd. He had but a reftlets Night; about five a Clock in 
he Morning he was ſejzed with what the Doctors agreed 


o be an Apoplectick Fit; he lay fpeechiefs with his Eyes 
int, and about eight a Clock on Tueſday Morning, * 
u. he breathed out his precious Soul inro the Hands of 
Chriſt. The Phyficians could not impute his Death to his 
l. ia, from which he had alk along ſaid he felt no ill Con- 
1 ⁵ 0ine7 a, 8 7 0 pan 7 ai Ten G39 
d A near Relation of his, who for his Piety and Learning 
2 vas very much eſteemed by Mr, Henry, writes on this Oc- 
- Wihon:- I believe it was moſt agreeable to him 10 have fo ſhort 
© Ws Paſſage from his Work t0 his Reward, and why ſhould we. 
* 
; 


= 


muy im; *Tis glorious to die in the Service of ſo great ng 
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good a Maſter, who wt are ſure will not let his Servant 
— era by aim, * . 
On 14ur/day before the precious Remains were rem 
ved from Nantwich to be interred at Trinity- Church in Che 
| fer, the Reverend Mr. Reynolds of Shrewsbury preached at 
excellent Sermon on the 1ad Occaſion, (which is printed 
and the Day before Mr. Adlon, Miniſter to the Bzpriſt Con 
ion, had taken very particular and Reſpectful Notic 
of the great Loſs the Church of God had fuſtained; tb 
Miniſters at Cheſter could not be ſilent on ſuch an occaſion 
Mr. Withingron made a ſuitable Diicourſe to the Provi 
dente, both on Thurſday and on the Lords Day Morning 
and Mr. Gardner in the aſternoon, from 2 Kings ii. 13. M 
Father. my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Hor. 
men thereof. The Bearers at the Funeral were Mr. Dough 
ty, Mr, Woods, Mr. Murrey, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Beyn 
and Mr, Motterſbed: When they came to Cheſter the) 
were met by eight af the Clergy, ten Cuaches, and a gre: 
appezrance on /tloricback ; many Diſſenting Miniſters fol 
' lowel the Mourners; an univerſal Reſpect was pay'd te 
him by Perſons af Note and Diſtinction on all ſides: He 
Was buried in Trinity Church in Cheſter, where the Re 
_ mains of ſome very dear Relations of his had been before 
laid in the very Place, of which he had iaid two and twen 
ty Years ago, Perhaps this Grave may be next open d for me 
he. Lord make mi ready, an grant that I may be found ſi 
"doing: A Year after that, one and twenty Years before be 
died, his Daughter Mary was laid in that Grave; the fourti 
he ſays) that have been Buried there within this Year, im 
F -my Brother Hardware's Children and two of mine. The 

Tord prepare me for that cold and ſilent Grave. | 
- .» Tho' Mr. Henry's Death was ſudden, we have all the 
reaſon in the World to believe it was no Surprize to him; 
you find him otten in his Dis ry taking notice ot the ſec: 
den Deaths of many of his Acquaintance, and always with 
ſiome ſuit able Ejaculation that he might be always ready, 
and that he might be ſpund in God's Way and Werk; and 


- 


he was that Bleſſed Set vant whom his Lord 8 
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He had for the greateſt part of his Life enjoyed a good 
meaſure of Health; after his entrance into the Miniſtry wwe 


| ſeldom fiad him under any great ind iſpoſit ion of Body, we 

maſt except the Small Pox and a dangerous Fever that he 

Vas ſeized with in the Year 1904, of which I think it 
worth the while to give a more particular Account. That 


Year on the 2th of Azguf, the Lord's Day, in Reading 


the Chapter in the Morning he ſuddcaly fainted away, but 


ſoon recovered himſelf and wear on with his Work; on 
which he writes, A Fever is coming upon me, let me be 
found ready when ever my Lord comes. : 


| Though after this he had a bad Night, reſtleſs, burning 


and ſweating, yet having appointed a Journey he went to” 


Nant wich, which afterwards proved his Mount Nebo, and 
preached there from P/al. cx. 3. Thy People ſhall be willing 


min the Day of thy Power. And then, ſays he, I was well. 
The next Day he went forward to Haſlingron- Cappel, 


and by the Conſeat of Mr. Egerton Rector of Bartumley, 
he there preached the Funeral Sermon of Mr. Cope, an aged 
faithful Miniſter, who by tice fayour of the Honourable Fa- 
mily of Crew Offley, had for ſome Years ſpent his Time 
and Pains there; Mr. Cope had defired that Mr. Henry 
ſhould preach there on that Occafion; and he did ſo (as 
he ſays) to a great Congregation, the laſt that is like to be 
ever there of the Difſenters; he preached from Zech. i. . 
Your Fathers, where are they! And the prophets, do they 
live for ever :? : 


* 


After his return home his Fever prevailed; and he was 
forced to take his Chamber, and was confined to it the 


Lord's Day after, which he ſays was the firſt time he had 
been hindered from his Sabbath. Work ſince he had the Small. 
Pax fiftcen Years before; this Fever held him above three 


Weeks, and yet be has put it down in his _ — ä 
to li 


cepting one Morning, he had been enabled bat 

the Lamps and burn the lucenſe; that is, Expound- and 
Pray in his Family every Morning and every Evening: He 
was very defigous to have gone to che A y 
before his Phy ſitians would give leave, and when it would 
not be alia ved. in ſume Concern he called his Family to- 


gether and faid, Well, mm muſt nt ge to the Houſe of God, 


I will go to the God of the Houſe, 


1 
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The ſirſt time Mr. Henry went out of his 3 after this 
Illneſs was on the LeQure-day, where young Mr. Harvey 


Freached and he Prayed; on this he ſays, I was willing to 
£0 thiuher pn where I -moft defore ro be, 7 "would take the hf 


I . of paying my PVows. 


Though Mr. Henry's Conſtitution was very healthful and 
ftropg, yet there is a great deal of reaſon to believe he put 
too much upon it; and that not oniy by his frequent and 
very feryent Preaching; in which. he uſed to Sweat pro- 
fuſcly, but chiefly by his fitting ſo long together in his Stu- 
dp, and Writing 50 much; this ſtop'd the due Circulation 

of the Blood and Spirits, and cauſed an Obeſity of Body 
and Fluſhing in his Face; but his Study was more to him 
than the Palaces of Princes, and his Work was his molt 
Pleaſant Recreation.  - .- 

When the News of his Death had be ae it is 
not to be  expreſt ho great and univerſal a Concern and 
Sorrow it Occaſioned both in City and Suburbs; I need 
not ſay how deep a Wound it gave to thoſe of his own Fa- 
mily, it is freſn and bleeding ſtill; the Congregation at 
AHactvey gave full Proof of the Valuc and Affection they 
had for him; I think there was hardly a Pulpit of the Diſ- 

ſenters in London but what gave Notice of the great Breach 
that. was made upon the Church of God every Sermon 
was a Funeral Sermon for Mr. Henry, he was univerſally 


Lamentec, and thoſe that are no Friends to the Noncon - 


formiſts readily acknowledged, that we had loſt one that 


was an Honour and . to our weak and deſpiſed In- 


tereſt 
But we ie notivvholly loſt him, he has left ſomething 
of himſelf, his excellent Spirit behind him; he has dropt 
à valuable Mantle, and happy are they that are throughly 
poſſeſt of it; his Works praiſe him in the Gato, and by them 
he being dead yet ſpeaketh · 
And i ſhal — theſe Memoirs wich 2 hrief Account 
ol his printed Books; in which he enjoys a fort of Immor- 
ality: here, and the * of God n invaluable 
Tre ſure. 
4 The hrt time be l in Prin wall pi 
3 bin conperving the Nature NERF” cis vas Pabliſhel 
| in 
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in the Year 1689. In it he enquires what that Sin is that _ 
the Word of God calls Schiſmy and from all the Places in 
Scripture where that Word is found, he makes it to appear 
that it ſigniſies Uncharitableneſs and Alienation of Aſſe- 
tion among Chriſtians, and judg2s there may be Schiſm 
where there is no ſeparate Communion, and there may ke 
a ſeparate Communion where there is no Schiſm: This was 
quarrel'd with once and again in a very odd manner, burt 
defended by a Friend of his who. perſwaded him to make 
it .. T8 
2. The next thing he Publiſhed was his Father's Life; 

after he had collected ſome Materials for it, he would 
gladly have had Mr. James Owen to have Compaſed them 
and ſent them out into the World; but Mr. Owen knew 
him ſo well, that he thought none ſo fit to do it as 
himſelf, and prevailed with him to go through with it, 
which he did in the Year 1696. and I may venture to 
fay, nothing of that Nature ever met with better Accep- 
tance, or ever deſerved it better: The Son was happy 
in having ſuch a Subject to Write upon ; the Father hap» 
py in having a Son, that knew ſo well how to do Juſtice © 
to his Father's Merit and Memory... 
3. After this he Publiſhed A Diſtourſt about Meekneſs 

| and Dijeteſs of Spirit, on 1 Pet. iii 4. to which is ad- 

ded, A Sermon Preached at Mr. How's Meeting-Houſe in 

4 London; ſhewing the Chriſtian Religion is not a Sect, 

Ind yet that it is every where ſpoken againſt ; theſe were 

* EPublificd in 46989. nn OD; 

| 4. A. Scriptare Catechiſm, in the Method of that + df 

2 I the Aſſemblies, in which the general Anfwer is divided 

into ſeveral Propoſitions, and a proper Text of Scrip- 

Y {ture added to every particular Anſwer for the Proof of it, 

Y Win the Wet 1% /%ꝙ% of 5 ant pon Int 

5. Family Hymns, gathered moſt out of David's Plalns, - 
ind all out of the inſpired Writings, Ann. 70. | 

'- || 6. A plain Catechiſm for Childrens to which is addadt. 

le ¶ other for the Inſtruction of thoſe that are to be admittec 

„ so the Lord's Supper; compoſed at the deſire of ſomecof 

2 tis Brethren in the Country, by whoſc opinĩon he governed 
umſelf in that Matter. 1702. N © as, Ws . . 
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. A Sermon concernin ng the right Management of Friendly 
Vers; Preached at Mr. How's Meeting in London. 1704, 
8. 4 Church in the Houſe, Preached at Mr. Shower's Meet- 
| Ing,and Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Congregation, 1704. 

9. The Communicgnts Companion; or Inſtructions and 
Helps for the right. receiving of the Lord's Supper. Many 
Divines have done very worthily upon this Subject, but I 
believe woſt will ſay he has excelled them all. 1704- 

10. Four Diſcourſes againſt Vice and Immorality, viz. 1. 
Againſt Drunkenneſs. 2. Againſt Uncleanneſs. 3. Againſt 
Sabbath - breaking. 4. Againſt Profane Speaking. 150f. 
Tr. A Sermon on the Death of Mr. Fames Owen 
of Salob. 1705. 
712. Great Britains's profent Hopes and Joys opened, in Two 
N | Sermons; the the former on the National Thankſgiving. Day, 
December 31. 1505. the latter the Day following, being 
New. Tears. Day, Palm Ilxv. 11. 
13. Two Funeral Sermons, one on Dr. Samuel Benyon, 
the other on the Reyerend Mr, Francis Tallents, Miniſters 
of the Goſpel in Shrewshury, with an Account of their 
ee fo 2 h Scripture Erpreſſ [ 

4+ ef or „ wit C Ee 1008 5 
roper to be uſed r Anno 1710. l 

15. A Sermon concerning the Work and Succeſs of be 
* 5710. a 
16. Diſputes Review'd, A Sermon Preached at the Eve- | 

ecture on the Lord's Day, from Mark. ix. 33- 1710. + 
17. ' Faith in Chriſt infer d from Faith in God, A Sermon 0 
-Procched -on the Tueſdays Lecture at Salters-Hall, from 
Fon xiv, 1. An 17 

18. A Sermon concerning the Forgiccneſs of Sin as: 
Debt, on March. vi. 11. 1717. 

tg. Hope and Fear bellane'd in « Lecture at 22 5. Hal 


* Fahy 24, 1711. 


* 


:20- A Sermon at chis Foncra! of Mr. Samuel Lawr 
Miniſter ot the Gofpel at Nanwich in Cheſhire. 1517. 
1. A Sermon preached at Salter's-Hall to rhe Societie 

ore Retormation of Manners, June JO. 1712. 
22. Sermon hed at Haberuaſber s Hall on the ec 


ee of the Death of the Reverend Mr. Richard Strett 
e 171 2. . 23+ U. 


* 3 
> +64 . 
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„5 1 23. Direſlion: for daily Commmmion with God; in three 
Sermons ſnewing how to begin, how to ſpend, and ho- 

. to cloſe every Day with God, Sept. 8. 1712. 
24 An Exhortation at the eloſe of the Ordination of 
at Mr. Sam. Clark at St. Albans, Sept. 17. 1712. 
oy fl 25. Popery an Spiritual Tyranny, fewed in a Sermon 
k preached on Nov. 5.1912, _ 

26. A Sermon preached at the Qrdination of Mr. Asli 
1. n, Jan. 27. 1713. 2 


aſt 277. A Sermon preached . of the Funeral of 
of. the Reverend Mr. Daniel Burgeſs, Feb» 3. 19% 3. | 
os if 28. Chriff's Favour to little Children, open d ied 2 


| wed; 3 in a Sermon preached at the Publick Baptizing of a 
10 Child in Landon, on Mark x. 16, March 6. 1713. 
ay 2 A Sermon concerning the Catechuſ of Youth,” 155 
og cached to Mr, Harris's Catechumens, April 7. 1713. 
| * Self Conſideration neceſſary to Self Preſervation ; Or. 
| The Folly of deſpiſing our own Souls and our own Ways 3 
apencd in two Sermons to Young People, Fame. TY 
1713. 
31. Sober-mindedneſs preſi'd upon Young People 3 preach 
ed at the Catechiſtical Lecture at Mr. Nitrox s Mecting-. 
place, and Printed at the deſire of many of the Catechũ- 
mens, moſt of them being Miniſters Sons, Sept. 2 
17 3. 3 
32+ 4 Memorial of the Fre ofthe Lord ; ia a A 
.preached Sept. 2. 1713 · ON Numb. xi. 3» _ 4 — 1 
— Fe of the Burning of ere 
71 8 ee of e bf | 
3- The Pleaſant 5 of 4 Religious. Life, opened, pro- 
48 re] and recommended to the — of all, and 
particularly of young People, May 21. 4714»  , 
Beſides thoſe leſſer Diſcourſes, which have deſerredly 
met with good Acceptance, and I believe have done 
much good; every own knows Mr, Henry has Publiſhed - 
4 Work much greater than them all; mein, his Ex» 
Poſitions of the Bible: He has gone 2 the Old Le- 
bare in four large Volumes in Folio, ough the 
and the Ad of the A 
J bent, if God Kad ured 5 
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prevented him, and put an end to all his Labours, in 
which he ſpent himſelf a Free will Offering to the Glory 
eb the Redeemer and the Good of Souls. 


There is another Treatiſe which vras Compoſed and 


Publiſhed by Mr. Henry, tho he has not put his Name to 


itz; and that is an Account of the Life and Death of 


Lune Father to Mr. George Ilge of Nant- 
wich, . Mr. Henry's very particular Friend. Mr. Henry 
Chſerues in his Diary, That Mr. Iilidge deſired him to 
look over ſome Papers that he put into his Hands con- 
coruing his Father; and in doing fo, he found” many 
things very remarkable, eſpecially concerning the power- 


ful Work of Divine Grace upon a Perſon: advanced in 
Years:;'and has left it at his Thoughts, that God made 


the Son an Inſtrument to the Converſion ot the Father, 
by the Power of that Spirit that turns the Hearts of Fa- 


tbers to the Children ; the Narrative has ſome Things | 


in it very uncommon; and what cannot but affect a Con." 


dM,  fiderate Reader. 
| h mere cafe to have given an Account out of his on 


; of the Thoughts and Deſires of Mr. Henry's Soul 
upon the Publithing of theſe his Works; with what Hu- 


mility with what Fear, and with what earneſt Prayer 


he ſent them out into the World ; entirely, Conſecrating 
Ak to the "Honour of God and Servico' of the Church; 

but that would perhaps be tedibus · ta thoſe that did not 
knovw hi, and whey neceflary to thoſe that did know 
with what a Senſe of his own Unvrorthineſs and Depen· 
2 the Grace of God he went on in eve. 
of his. 


tions. Ph SiH | 1:5 FER 


A Leatried and Blows Minter; to ior Mr, Hemy 


was Well known; and very dear, has drawn up a very 


Just Character of him, and a very TN one, 
in 13 — | | 


site 


eckthe "Tal in another Volume, but in that Death has 


ork 3 1 ſhall) only ſay, by what I have ſeen un - 
der his own Hand, "6ſt hip! acknowledging God in all he 
hase made” publick, I eannet but hope-a-very ſignal Ble(- 
ſing from God will attend them, and make them of great 
us not nf di, the Fee bus” in future Generi« 


3 „ 


- 


Mr Mari Mins, 


By 


Sifte, Sifte Viator! 4 
Hic Aureus jacet Pulvis a 
Recemptori Sacer; 
In vas Gratiz olim Divitis, 
Angelicæ Demum Gloriæ 
Concinnandum, Daa 
Reliquiæ ſcilicet 
Reverendi admodum MAT T HKI HENRY, 
Optimorum quidem Parentum 
Decoris Eximii; 
conjugum porro Duarum 


Ni Poſteriori obiens fuiſſet i ny | 


Mzrort jam Diutino) 
Soſaminis Feliciflimi ; 
Liberorum ſeptem Superſtitunn + 3 
Gloriæ Perennis, | 
Patrisfamilifs utpote Pientiſſimi; 
Paſtoris primùm apud Ceſtrenſes, 
Deinde ad Hackney Londinum 
Propter, Celeberrimi 
Cancionatoris, Lucem Evangelicam 
Seraphicumq; zelum ſpirantis | 
Propemodum Quotidiani,.** .... 
Animati Sacrorum Voluminum Sean 
Cui, Ora ndum inter, àut Plallendum, ' 
Catechumenos inter Erudiendos, = fo 


aut Conciones Sacras ad Cætus enen Ahe, 


Aut Studia Concionibus 8. L 
Utiliſſimè ſimul & ſuaviſime - | 
Continuò efluxere-Dies z TS, ” 2 
Scriptoris Vieratj Promovendas. - 5 
Animabus in Calum. Erehende | 
_____Unice\Dicatiy+ = 
Quem denique Commentaria — 
In V. T. & Evangeliorum Libros 
Exegetico Practica, 
* in Apoſtolic is 
& Apocalypſ involuta 


